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T  O 


THE       KING. 


SIR, 


When  I  folicited  the  honor 
of  being  permitted  to  place  under  Your 
Majefty's  prote^ion  the  following  Work, 
I  was  not  imprefled  with  the  idea,  that  the 
excellence  of  the  compofition,  but  that  the 
importance  of  the  fubjea,  might  in  fome 
degree  entitle  it  to  that  diftinSion.  The 
Hiftory  of  an  Event  which  refieas  fo  much 

A  2,  luftre 
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luftre  on  Your  Majefty's  Arms,  could  not, 
I  apprehended,  however  feeble  the  execu- 
tion, (6  properly  appear  under  any  other 
aulpices. 

That  Your  Majefty  may  never  be  lefs 
faithfully  ferved,  nor  lefs  fuccefsful  againft 
the  Enemies  of  your  Crown  and  People,  is 
the  fmcere  and  fervent  wilh  of 


Your  Majesty's 


much  obliged  and  moft  devoted 
Svtbjecl  and  Servant, 

yo^^  Drinkwater. 
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PREFACE. 

1  HE  following  Hiftory  (as  I  have  prefumed  to  call  it) 
is  compiled  from  obfervations  daily  noted  down  upon 
the  Spot,  for  my  own  fatisfaftion  and  improvement; 
afTifted  by  the  information  .  and  remarks  of  feveral 
refpediable  Characters,  who  alfo  were  Eye-witnefles 
of  the  tranfa<3;ions  therein  recorded. 

Disappointed  in  my  expedations  of  feeing  this  fub- 
jedl -undertaken  by  an  abler  Pen,  nothing  lefs  than  a 
conviction  that  an  accurate  detail  of  this  extraordinary 
Siege  might  be  ufeful,  both  in  a  military  and  hiftorical 
view,  could  have  induced  me,  at  this  late  period,  to 
publifh. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  defign^  one  principal 
difficulty  has  occurred.  The  work  is  addrefled  to  two 
clafTes  of  Readers  :  thofe  whofe  principal  objed  in  the 
perufal  of  it  was  entertainment,  I  apprehended,  might 
find  the  relation  too  minute  and  circumftantial ;    and 

that, 
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that,  from  the  infertion  of  many  particulars,  which 
thofe  of  the  Military  Profeflion  would  greatly  blame 
an  author  for  prefuming  to  curtail,   or  omit. 

With  the  former,  it  is  hoped  that  the  neceffary 
connexion  of  fome  Events  (which  at  firft  may  appear 
trivial)  with  the  great  bufinefs  of  the  Hiftory,  will  be 
fome  apology ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  diverfify  the 
narrative,  by  fuch  Anecdotes  and  Obfervations  as  will 
occafionally  relieve  or  awaken  the  attention.  To  the 
latter  I  fhall  not  attempt  any  apology.  The  late  Siege 
of  Gibraltar  afforded  many  inftances  of  very  lingular 
exertions  in  the  Art  of  Attack  and  Defence,  the  minutiae 
of  which  cannot  be  without  their  utility  to  thofe  Officers 
who  make  a  fcience  of  their  profeffion  ;  and  they  muft 
be  fenfible,  that  without  pointed  exadtnefs,  this  Defign 
could  not  have  been  accomplifhed. — In  fhort,  it  muft 
be  remembered,  that  the  Hiftory  of  this  Siege  is  not  that 
of  a  Months  or  of  a  Tear^  but  that  it  embraces  a  period 
of  near  four  years,  exhibiting  a  feries  of  operations 
perhaps  unparallelled. 


The 
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The  Plans,  I  prefume,  will  be  found  tolerably  cor- 
rect ;  and,  with  the  Views,  are  fuch  as  will  be  fufH- 
ciently  illuflrative  of  the  narration. 

To  Major  Vallotton,  the  Governor's  Firft  Aide-de- 
Gamp,  and  Lieut.  Holloway,  Aide-de-Gamp  to  the 
Chief  Engineer,  I  have  particular  pleafure  in  this 
opportunity  of  returning  thanks  for  the  favour  of  many 
kind  communications ;  alfo  to  other  Officers  of  Rank, 
whofe  names  I  have  not  their  permiffion  to  infert,  I 
muft  alfo  acknowledge  having  derived  coniiderable 
afUftance,  in  the  two  introdudory  Chapters,  from  the 
Hiftoryof  the  Herculean  Straits. — Great  additions  have 
however  been  introduced ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  upon 
the  whole,  that  thofe  Chapters  will  not  prove  an  unac- 
ceptable part  of  the  Work,  fince  they  will  render  it  as 
complete  a  General  History  of  Gibraltar  as  mofb 
Readers  will  require. 


ADVER 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO    THE 


SECOND       EDITION. 


T  was  my  wifli  to  render  this  Work  as  complete,  at 
the  firft,  as  my  abilities  and  information  would  permit : 
I  omitted  therefore  no  material  circumftance,  which, 
previous  to  the  publication,  came  within  my  know- 
ledge. Some  improvements ,  however ,  have  fince 
occurred  ;  and,  though  the  omiflion  of  them  in  the 
former  Edition  by  no  means  affeds  the  general  objedt 
of  the  Hiftory,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  infert  them  in 
this. 

I  AM  chiefly  indebted  to  the  candid  criticifm  of 
fome  refpedable  Friends,  for  whatever  corrections  in  the 
ftyle  there  may  be  in  the  prefent  Volume ;  nor  could  I, 
without  difrefped  to  them,  and  indeed  to  my  Readers 
in  general,  negled:  an  opportunity  of  rendering  the 
narrative  more  perfed  and  agreeable. 

The 
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The  kind  reception  with  which  this  attempt  has  been 
favoured  by  the  Public,  was,  I  muft  confefs,  beyond 
my  moft  fanguine  expedlation.  It  is  in  compliance 
with  their  judgement,  that  I  have  been  tempted  to 
venture  upon  a  Second  Edition.  I  fend  it  forth,  how- 
ever, with  all  that  diffidence  which  a  confcioufnefs  of 
my  own  powers  ought  to  infpire ;  and,  however  flatter- 
ing fuch  fuccefs  may  be  to  a  young  Author,  I  truft,  I 
fhall  not  be  found  fo  ignorant  of  myfelf,  as  to  be  un- 
reafonably  elated,  or  attribute  to  my  own  merits  what 
I  am  certain  is  rather  to  be  afcribed  to  the  interefting 
nature  of  the  fubjedl. 
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CHAPTER      I. 

General  hijiory  of  Gibraltar y  fince  it  was  firji  noticed. — F or tijied  under 
the  Saracen  empire. — ReduSiion  of  the  fortrefs  by  Ferdinand,  ofCaf 
tile, — Retaken  by  the  Moors. — Finally  recovered  by  the  Chrijiians. — 
I'aken  by  the  Englifi. — Bejieged  by  the  Spaniards  in  1705  j  after^ 
wards  in  1727. — SucceJJion  of  Governors  to  the  prefent  time. 

vJiBRALTAR  is  fituated  in  Andalufia,  the  moft  fouthern  pro- 
vince of  Spain.  The  Rock  is  feven  miles  in  circumference,  forming 
a  promontory  three  miles  long ;  and  is  joined  to  the  continent  by 
an  ifthmus  of  low  fand :  the  fouthern  extremity  lies  in  36°  2'  30' 
N.  lat.  and  in  5*  1 5'  W.  long,  from  the  meridian  of  London. 

Historians,  from  very  early  periods,  have  noticed  Gibraltar, 
or  Mons  Calpe,  by  a  well-known  mythological  fidtion,  denominating 
it,  ^r\d  Mons  Abyky  on  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Africa,  the  Pillars  of 
Hercules.  It  does  not  however  appear  that  the  hill  wa:s  ever  inha- 
bited by  the  PhcEnicians,  Carthaginians  or  Romans,  who  in  the 
iirft  ages  of  navigation  vifited  the  bay,  and  built  cities  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood j  or  that  it  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  thofe  intrepid 
tnd  fuccefsful  Barbarians  who  fo  violently  fubverted  the  Roman 
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empire,  and  eftablillied  a  new  government  in  Spain.  The  period, 
when  it  began  to  be  remarkable  for  the  natural  ftrength  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  feems  well  afcertained  to  be  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighth 
century,  when  the  Saracens  (then  become  a  powerful  nation  in  the 
eaft,  and  along  the  coaft  of  Africa)  invaded  Spain,  and  foon  after 
made  themfelves  maflers  of  the  whole  country. 

The  Gothic  kijigdom,  which  had  exifted  in  Spain  for  300  years. 
Was,  previous  to  the  invafion  of  the  Saracens,  diftradbed  with 
intefline  divifions :  the  nation  in  general  were  become  effeminate, 
totally  negleifting  the  militaiy  difcipline  of  their  anceftors  :  and 
their  monarch  Roderic,  a  profligate  prince,  not  a  little  accelerated 
their  ruin,  by  ravifhing  the  daughter  of  Count  Julian,  a  nobleman 
of  great  wealth  and  influence,  and  governor  of  Ceuta,.  in  Africa. 
Count  Julian,  to  avenge  the  difhonour  done  to  his  family,  combined 
with  other  difcontented  chiefs,  who  had  long  complained,  and 
were  ripe  for  a  revolt.  The  tyrant  was  however  too  powerful  for 
whatever  oppofition  they  alone  could  raife ;  the  Count  therefore 
fccretly  retired  with  his  family  into  Africa,  and  acquainting  Moufa 
(the  Saracen  governor  of  the  weftern  provinces)  with  the  divided 
Hate  of  the  empire,  promifed,  if  he  would  attempt  to  dethrone 
Roderic,  to  afiift  him  with  his  own  intereft,  and  that  of  his  friends. 

Mous  A,  cautious  and  prudent,  communicated  the  projecft  to  his 
fovereign  the  Caliph  Al  Walid  Ebri  Abdalmalic,  who  agreed -to  try 
the  practicability  of  it,,  and  to  infpect  more  accurately  the  flate  of 
affairs,  by  fending  over  a  fmall  detachment.  One  hundred  horfe,  and. 
four  hundred  foot,  were  accordingly  embarked  in  the  year  71 1,  under 
the  command  of  Tarif  Ebn  Zarca,  attended  by  Count  Julian,  and 
other  Gothic  noblemen  :  this  fmall  force  foon  pafled  the  Herculean 
Straits,,  and  landed  on  the  coall  near  the  prefent  town  of  Algeziras,. 
where  finding  no  oppofition,  and  the  country  «Iniofl  defencelefs,  the- 

Saracen 


SIEG'E    OF    GIBRALTAR.  g 

Saracen  general  ravaged  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  returned  laden 
with  fpoils,  to  report  the  fuccefs  of  his  firft  expedition. 

MousA,  elated  with  the  flattering  profpe£t,  the  following  year: 
afl"embled  an  army  of  1 2,000  men,  and  Tarif  was  appointed  to  the 
chief  command.  Having  fupplied  himfelf  with  provifions  and  llores, 
Tarif  once  more  embarked  on  the  rapid  Strait,  and  landed  on  the 
ifthmus  between  Mons  Caipe  and  the  continent.  Tlie  objeS:  of  this 
invafion  being  of  a  more  fcrious  nature  than  that  of  the  former,  he 
determined  to  fecure  an  intercourfe  with  Africa,  by  eftablifliing  a 
poft  on  the  coaft;  and,  preferring  the  ftrong  natural  lituation  of 
Mons  Cglpe,  gave  orders  to  eredt  a  caftle  on  the  face  of  the  hill, 
which  might  anfwer  the  original  purpofe,  and  alfo  cover  his  retreat, 
in  cafe  he  fhould  be  unfortunate  in  his  future  operations.  The 
fuperior  part  of  this  once  magnificent  pile  at  prefent  remains  ;  and, 
from  an  infcription  difcovered  over  the  principal  gate,  before  it  was 
pulled  down,  the  period  of  its  being  finifhed  is  afcertained  to  be 
about  the  year  725. 

Tarif,  leaving  a  garrifon  at  the  foot  of  Mons  Calpe  (which  was 
now  called  by  the  Saracens,  in  compliment  to  their  general,  Gibel- 
Tarif,  or  the  mountain  of  Tarif,  and  thence  Gibraltar)  marched 
into  the  country,  and  furprifed  many  towns,  amongft  which  was 
Heraclea,  or  Carteia,  fituated  on  the  coaft  of  the  bay,  about  four, 
miles  ^iftant  from  Gibel-Tarif. 

King  Rode  rig,  receiving  intelligence  of  Tarif 's  approach, 
affembled  a  numerous  body  of  troops  to  oppofe  his  progrefs.  Both 
armies  met,  after  feveral  fl-Lirmillies,  near  Xeres,  in  Andalufia,  and 
a  bloody  conflid:  enfued.  The  vid:ory  was  for  a  long  time  doubtful; 
but  the  Gothic  army  being  raw  and  undifciplined,  and.  part  diiatfedted, 
and  joining  the  Saracens,  Tarif  at  length  prevailed,  and  by  this 
viftory  was  left  in  polTeffion  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

B  2  The 
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The  Goths,  or  Spaniards  as  we  will  now  call  them,  were 
driven  by  the  rapid  conquefts  of  the  invaders  into  the  provinces 
of  Afturias,  Bifcay,  &c.  where,  like  the  ancient  Britons,  they 
maintained  a  ftrenuous  and  refpedlable  oppofition.  By  degrees 
they  re-afTumed  their  former  difcipline  and  valour,  while  their 
conquerors  declined  into  luxury  and  effeminacy  :  they  made 
feveral  excuriions  from  the  mountains,  recovering,  after  m»ny 
obftinate  adlions,  great  part  of  the  northern  provinces.  This 
fuccefs  encouraged  them  to  attempt  the  total  rejedion  of  the 
Arabic  yoke.  Meafures  were  concerted  among  the  chiefs,  to  adt 
with  union  and  with  vigour.  The  Infidels  were  attacked  and 
routed  in  fucceffive  engagements  ;  and  the  kingdoms  of  Afturias, 
Galicia,  Leon,  Navarre,  and  Caftile,  erefted  under  different 
monarchs. 

Gibraltar,  during  thefe  tranfaftions,  Increafed  in  Importancci. 
though  not  in  an  equal  degree  with  the  neighbouring  city  of^^ 
Algeziras,  which  had  been  built,  pofterior  to  Gibraltar,  on  the, 
oppofite  fhore  of  the  bay,  and  was  then  become  a  fortrefs  of  greatt 
magnificence  and  ftrength.  This  celebrated  city  feems  totally  to 
have  obfcured  Gibraltar  in  the  hiftories  of  thofe  times,  fince  very' 
trifling  mention  is  made  of  the  latter,  till  the  beginning  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  when  we  learn,  that  Ferdinand,  king  of  Caftile, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  conquefts,  firft  took  it  (with  a  fmall  detach- 
ment) from  the  Infidels. 

'  Gi'Sr ALTAR  could  riot  at  this  period  be  very  ftrong,  as  It  fell  fo 
€afy  a  prey  to  the  Chrlftians,  whofe  army  had  been,  and  at  that 
time  was  employed  In  the  fiege  of  Algeziras.  It  does  not  however 
appear  that  Ferdinand  was  equally  fuccefsful  in  his  operations  againft 
that  city  J  for  we  find,  in  the  year  1316,  the  Moors  of  Grenada 
applying  to  the  Empef or  of  Fez  for  fuccour :  and,  to  facilitate  their 
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reception,  Algeziras,  and  other  cities  on  the  coaft,  were  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Afi-icans.  We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  Ferdi- 
nand was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  before  Algeziras,  and  that  he 
afterwards  directed  his  force  againft  the  Infidels  in  a  more  vulnerable 
part,  which  induced  tliem  to  apply  for  the  afliftance  juft  mentioned. 

Gibraltar  continued  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  Spaniards  till 
1333,  when  Abomelique,  fon  of  the  Emperor  of  Fez,  was  difpatched 
with  further  affiftance  to  the  Moorifli  king  of  Grenada,  and  landing 
at  Algeziras,  immediately  laid  fiege  to  Gibraltar,  whilft  the.  Gre- 
nadians  were  making  diverfions  elfewhere.  Alonzo  XI  was  then  on, 
the  throne  of  Caftile;  and  intelligence  was-immediately  fent  to  inform 
him  of  the  defcent  of  the  Africans.  He  was,  however,  prevented, 
from  marching  to  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  by  a  rebellion  in  his  king-- 
dom,  and  by  the  approach  of  Mahomet,  king  of  Grenada, ,  towards, 
his  frontiers.  Abomelique  commenced  his  attack  on  the  caftle  with 
great  judgement  and  bravery,  and  the  Spanifli  Governor  Vafco  Perez 
deMeyra  defended  it  with  equal  obflinacyj  butPerez  having  embez- 
zled the  money  which  was  advanced  to.vidtual  the  garrifon,  the  troops, 
and  inhabitants  fufFered  great  diilrefs ;  and  no  profpedl  of  relief  offer- 
ing, he  was  compelled,  after  five  months  fiege,  to  furrender. 

Alonzo  having  quelled  the  rebellion,  and  obliged  Mahomet  to 
retire,  was  then  marching  to  his  aififtance,  and  was.  advanced  within 
a  fhort  diftance  of  Gibraltar,  when  he  was  informed  of  the  capitula- 
tion. He  was  refolved,  neverthdefs,  to  attempt  its  recovery  before 
the  Moors  could  vidtual  and  repair  it:  he  accordingly  proceeded  on 
his  route,  and  encamped  before  the  town  five  days  after  it  had  fur- 
rendered.  Alonzo  parted  his  army  into  three  divifions  ;  the  main 
body  occupied  the  ifthmus,  the  fecond  he  fent  by  boats  to  the  red 
fands,  and  the  third  climbed  up  the  north  of  the  hill  above  the  town. 
Several  ferious  attacks  hs-d  been  made  pn  the  cafile,  when  Mahometg 

king 


6  HISTORY    OF    THELATE 

king  of  Grenada,  joining  Abomelique's  forces,  their  combined  armjr 
encamped  in  the  rear  of  the  Spaniards,  extending  acrofs  the  illhmus 
from  the  bay  to  the  Mediterranean.  This  pofition  hemmed  in  the 
befiegers,  debarred  them  from  foraging,  and  cut  off  their  commu- 
nication with  the  country.  Alonzo,  though  thus  critically  lituated, 
ftill  maintained  the  liege  ;  but  at  length,  driven  to  great  difficulties 
for  want  of  provifions,  and  hearing  that  fome  of  his  difaffefted  fub- 
jedrs,  taking  advantage  of  his  abfence,  were  again  in  arms,  he 
hearkened  to  an  accommodation,  and  was  permitted  to  retire  with 
his  army. 

To  BE  thus  difgracefully  compelled  to  raife  the  fiege,  did  not  agree 
with  the  ambitious  and  impatient  temper  of  Alonzo  :  he  fecretly 
.  meditated  a  new  attack,  whenever  an  opportunity  fhould  occur  j 
and  this  intention  was  not  a  little  ftrengthened  by  his  fuccefs  in  the 
year  1343-4,  when  Algeziras  was  taken,  afteramoft  memorable  liege. 
In  1349,  the  tumults  and  civil  wars  in  Africa  afforded  him  the 
opportunity  he  waited  for  :  great  preparations  were  therefore  made 
for  this  expedition,  which  was  not  elleemed  of  inferior  confequence 
to  the  preceding  liege  of  Algeziras,  as  the  Moors,  lince  the  lofs  of 
that  city,  had  paid  great  attention  to  the  completion  of  the  works, 
and  to  the  rendering  of  the  place  conliderably  llronger,  by  additional 
fortifications  :  the  garrifon  was  alfo  numerous  and  well  provided, 
and  of  their  choicelt  troops. 

Alonzo  encamped  before  Gibraltar  in  the  beginning  of  1 349,  and 
immediately  laid  walle  the  delightful  groves,  gardens,  and  houfes  of 
pleafure,  which  were  eredted  in  its  neighbourhood.  The  liege  was 
commenced  with  great  bravery  ^  and  though  the  camp  of  the.  Caf- 
tilians  was  much,  harrafled  by  the  flying  fquadrons  of  Grenadian 
horfe,  yet  the  callle,  in  the  courfe  of  feveral  months,  was  almoft 
reduced  to  a  capitulation.     At  this  critical  period,  a  peftilcntial  dif- 
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order  fwept  away  numbers  of  the  befiegers,  and,  an^ong  the  reft, 
Alonzo,  who  died,  much  lamented,  on  the  26th  of  Marcht,  1350  ; 
and  the  Spaniards  immediately  afterwards  raifed  the  fiege. 

The  defcendants  of  Abomelique  continued  in  quiet  pofleffion  of 
Gibraltar  till  1410,  when  Jufaf  III,  king  of  Grenada,  availing 
himfelf  of  the  intefline  divifions  which  prevailed  among  the  African 
Moors,  took  pofleffion  of  the  place.  The  inhabitants,  however, 
not  relilhing  the  government  of  their  new  mafters,  unanimoufly 
revolted  the  following  year  againft  the  Grenadian  Alcaide,  drove  him 
with  his  garrifon  out  of  the  town,  and  wrote  to  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  to  be  taken  again  under  his  protedlion.  The  Emperor 
difpatched  his  brother  Sayd,  with  1000  horfe  and  2000  foot,  to  their 
affiftance.  The  king  of  Grenada,  being  informed  that  Sayd  had 
garrifoned  the  caftle,  marched  with  an  army,  and  fending  his  fleet 
round  to  the  bay,  appeared  before  the  place  in  141 1.  Sayd  advanced 
to  meet  him,  but,  being  worfled  in  feveral  flcirmiflies,  was  obliged 
to  retreat  within  the  caftle,  and  being  clofely  befleged,  and  reduced 
to  great  d-iftrefs  for  want  of  provifions,  was  at  laft  compelled  to 
fubmit. 

In  1435,  Henry  de  Guzman  Count  de  Niebla  formed  a  deflgn  of 
attacking  Gibraltar  by  land  and  fea  ^  but,  imprudently  fkirixuftiing 
with  the  garrifon,  from  his  gallies,  before  his  fon  John  de  Guzman 
arrived  with  the  land-forces,  he  was  defeated,  and  forced  to  a  preci- 
pitate retreat ;  in  which  confufion  he  himfelf  loft  his  life,  and  many 
of  his  followers  were  killed  and  drowned. 

In  1442,  a  civil  war  breaking  out  in  Gi-enada,  great  part  of  the 
garrifon  of  Gibraltar  was  withdrawn,  to  aflift  one  of  the  competitors 
for  the  crown  :  the  governor  of  Tarifa  had  intelligence  of  this  by  a 
Moor,  who  had  left  the  town,  and  embraced  the  Chriftian  faith. 
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An  army  was  accordingly  afl'embled  from  the  neighbouring  garrifons^ 
and  Gibraltar  was  befieged.  The  inhabitants  defended  it  with  great 
refolution ;  but  frefh  troops  joining  the  beliegers,  the  garrifon  fur- 
rendered  to  John  de  Guzman,  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia  (fon  of  the 
■unfortunate  Count  de  Niebla)  who,  hearing  that  the  place  was  reduced 
■to  great  diflrefs,  hafted  to  the  camp,  and  arrived  jufV  in  time  to  be 
prefent  when  the  Moors  capitulated.  From  this  period  it  has 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Christians,  after  having  been  in  the 
■pofTeffion  of  the  Mahometans  748  years.  The  news  of  this  conqueft 
was  fo  acceptable  to  Henry  IV,  ofCaftile  and  Leon,  that  he  added 
it  to  his  royal  titles,  and  gave  it  for  arms,  *  Gules,  a  czdlc, proper,  with 
a  key  pendent  to  the  gate,  or,  (alluding  to  its  being  the  key  to  the 
Mediterranean)  ;  which  arms  have  ever  fince  been  continued. 
Pedro  de  Porras  was  a^ppointed  governor  j  but  the  fucceeding  year 
King  Henry  made  a  journey  to  Gibraltar,  and  fuperfeded  him, 
giving  the  command  to  Don  Bertrand  de  la  Cueva,  Count  Lederma, 
who  placed  the  trufl  in  the  hands  of  Stephano  Villacreces  :  the  Duke 
de  Medina  Sidonia,  however,  afterwards  recovered,  and  enjoyed  it, 
till  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  in  1 502.,  when  it  was  annexed 
40  the  crown. 

In  the  year  1540,  Piali  Hamet,  one  of  Barbaroffa's  captains, 
furprifed  and  pillaged  Gibraltar,  making  prifoners  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  ;  but  being  met  on  his  return  by  fome  gallies  from 
Sicily,  the  Corfairs  were  all  killed,  or  taken,  and  the  prifoners 
redeemed. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  V,  the  fortifications  of  the  town  were 
inodernifed,  and  feveral  additions  made  by  Daniel  Speckel,  the 
Emperor's  engineer j  after  which  the  garrifon  was  thought  to  be 
impregnable. — From  this  time  there  appears  a  chafm  in  the  hiftory 

of 
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of  the  garrlfon  till  the  year  1704,  when  Gibraltar  was  wrefled  (moft 
probably  for  ever)  frorn  the  dominion  of  Spain,  by  the  Englifh, 
under  Sir  George  Rooke.  This  Admiral  had  been  fent  into  the 
Mediterranean,  with  a  flrong  fleet,  in  the  fpring  of  1704,  to  aflift 
Charles  arch-duke  of  Aullria  in  obtaining  the  crown  of  Spain ; 
but,  his  inftruftions  being  limited,  nothing  of  importance  was 
done.  Senlible  of  the  reflexions  that  would  fall  on  him,  for  being 
inadlive  with  fo  powerful  a  fleet,  he  held  a  council  of  war,  on 
the  17th  of  July,  1704,  near  Tetuan,  where  feveral  fchemes  were 
propofed,  particularly  a  fecond  attack  upon  Cadiz,  which  however 
was  found  imprad;icable  for  want  of  a  fufficient  body  of  land-forces. 
At  length  it  was  refolved  to  make  a  fudden  and  vigorous  attempt 
on  Gibraltar. 

The  2iil:  of  the  fame  month,  the  fleet  arrived  in  the  Bay;  and 
1800  men,  Englifh  and  Dutch,  commanded  by  the- Prince  of  Hefle 
D'Armftadt,  were  landed  on  the  ifthmus.  The  Prince  then  fum- 
moned  the  garrifon;  but  the  Governor  refufing  to  furrender,  pre- 
parations were  made  for  the  attack.  By  day-break  on  the  23d,  the 
fhips  appointed  to  cannonade  the  town,  under  Admirals  Byng  and 
Vanderdufl^en,  with  thofe  that  were  deftined  to  batter  the  new 
mole,  commanded  by  Captain  Hicks,  were  at  their  feveral  flations. 
The  Admiral  made  the  fignal  to  begin  the  cannonade,  which  ^vas 
performed  with  great  vivacity  and  eftetl,  fo  tliat  the  enemy,  in  five 
or  fix  hours,  were  driven  from  their  guns,  efpecially  from  the  new- 
mole  head.  The  Admiral  confidering,  that  by  gaining  that  forti- 
fication the  town  might  fooner  be  reduced,  ordered  Captain  Whitaker, 
with  the  armed  boats,  to  pofl"efs  himfelf  of  it  ;  but  Captains  Hicks 
and  Jumper,  who  lay  next  the  mole,  puflied  afliore  with  their 
pinnaces,  before  the  reft  came  up ;  whereupon  the  Spaniards  fprung 
a  mine,  which  blew  up  the  fortifications,  killed  2  lieutenants  and 
40  men,  and  wounded  60.    The  afTailants  nevertlielefs  kept  pofl'eflion 
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of  the  work,  and  being  joined  by  Captain  Wiiitaker,  advanced,  and: 
took  a  fmall  baftion*,  half-way  between  the  mole  and  the  town. 
The  Marquis  de.  Salines,  v/ho  was  governor,  being  again  fum- 
moned,  thought  proper  to  capitulate  :  hoftages  were  therefore 
exchanged,  and  the  Prince  of  Heffe,  on  the  24th,  took  poffeffion 
of  the  gates. 

Notwithstanding  the  works  were  very  ftrong,  mounting 
1.00  pieces  of  ordnance,  well  appointed  with  ammunition  and 
flores  i  yet  the  Garrifon,  at  moil,  confifted  only  of  1 50  men, 
exclufive  of  the  inhabitants. .  The  Marquis  naarched  out  with  all 
the  honours  of  war,  and  the  Spaniards  who  chofe  to  remain  were 
allowed  the  fame  privileges  they  had  enjoyed  under  King  Charles  II. 
The  lofs  of  the  Englifh  in  this  attack  was,  2  lieutenants,  i  mafter, 
5j7  failors,  killed  j  i  captain,  7  lieutenants,  i  boatfwain,  207  failors, 
wo,unded. 

The  Prince  of  Heffe  remained  governor,  and  as  many  men  as 
could  well  be  fpared  from  the  fleet,  were  left  as  a  garrifon.  Sir 
George  afterwards  lailed  for  Tetuan,  to  wood  and  water.  Thi& 
being  performed;,  he  fleered  up  the  Mediterranean,  and  on.  the  13  th 
of  Auguft,  off  Malaga,  engaged  the  French  fleet,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Count  de  Touloufe,  The  adlion  was  long  and  warm  ;  but 
many  of  the  Englifh  fhips,  having  expended  a  great  quantity  of 
ammunition  in  taking  Gibraltar,  were  foon  obliged  to  quit  the  line  ; 
which  gave  the  enemy  a  decided  fuperiority.  The  engagement  ended 
in  a  drawn  battle;  and  Sir  George  returned  to  GibTaltar,  where  he 
flayed  eight  days  to  refit ;  and  then  fupplying  the  Prince  with  what 
men  and  provifions  he  could  fpare,  failed  thence  on  the  4th  of 
September,  N.  S.  on  his  way  home,  leaving  18  men  of  war,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  John  Leake,  at  Liibon,  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
fuccour  the  garrifon,  if  there  fhould  be  occafion. 

The 

*  TJie  prefent  eight-gun  battery- 
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The  courts  of  Madrid  and  Paris  were  greatly  concerned  at  the 
lofs  of  fo  important  a  fortrefs  as  Gibraltar,  and,  confidering  its 
recovery  of  the  laft  confequence  to  the  caufe,  the  Marquis  de  Villa- 
darias,  a  grandee  of  Spain,  was  ordered  to  befiege,  and  endeavour  to 
retake  it.  The  Prince,  apprifed  of  their  intentions,  and  being 
further  informed  that  they  were  to  be  affifled  by  a  naval  force  from 
Toulon,  fent  advice  to  Sir  John  Leake,  requeuing  affiflance  and 
fupplies.  Sir  John  prepared  for  this  duty  j  but  in  the  mean  time 
a  fleet  of  French  fhips  arrived,  and  landed  fix  battalions,  which 
joined  the  Spanifh  army.  After  difembarking  their  reinforcements, 
the  French  fquadron  proceeded  to  the  weftward,  leaving  only  fix 
frigates  in  the  bay. 

On  the  i  ith  of  Odober,  the  Marquis  opened  his  trenches  agairtft: 
the  town 4  and  foon  after.  Sir  John  arrived  with  20  fail  of  Englifh 
and  Dutch  {hips  :  hearing,  however,  that  the  Enemy  Were  preparing 
to  attack  him  with  a  fuperior  force,  he  thought  it  moft  eligible 
immediately  to  return  and  refit,  that  he  might  be  in  a  better  con- 
dition to  fupply  and  aflift  the  garrifon,  in  a  fecond  expedition,  for 
which  he  had  very  prudently  diredled  preparations  to  be  made  at 
Lifbon  in  his  abfence.  The  25th  Sir  John  again  puttofea;  and 
on  the  29th  unexpedledly  entering  the  bay,  furprifed  three  frigates, 
a  fire- {hip,  two  Engli{h  prizes,  a  tartan,  and  a  ftore-{hip.  He 
then  landed  the  reinforcements,  and  fiipplicd  the  garrifon  with  fix 
months  provifions  and  ammunition,  at  the  fame  time  detaching  on 
{hore  a  body  of  500  failors  to  aflift  in  repairing  the  breaches  which 
had  been  made  by  the  enemy's  fire.  The  arrival  of  the  Admiral 
was  very  opportune  and  critical ;  for  that  very  night  the  Marquis 
had  refolved  to  attack  the  place  by  fea  and  land  at  five  different  points; 
for  which  purpofe  he  had  afifembled  200  boats  from  Cadiz,  &c. 

Though  difappointed  in  their  defigns,  the  Spaniards  ftill  enter- 
tained hopes  of  taking  the  fortrefs ;  and  fuppofing  the  troops  would 
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be  lefs  on  their  guard  while  the  fleet  was  in  the  Bay,  they  formed' 
the  defperate  fcheme  of  fiirpriling  the  garrifon,  though  the  Britilh 
Admiral  was  before  the  town.  The  3iftof  Odober,  500  volunteers, 
took  the  facrament,  never  to  return  till  they  had  taken  Gibraltar, 
This  forlorn  party  was  condudted  by  a  goat-herd  to  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  rock,  near  the  cave-guard,  (at  that  time  called  the  pafs  of  locuil:- 
trees.)  Fortune,  in  the  beginning,  fo  far  favoured  the  enterprife,  that 
they  mounted  the  rock,  and  lodged  themfelves  unperceived  the  firft 
night  in  St.  Michael's  cave^  the  fucceeding  night  they  fcaled  Charles 
the  Vth's  wall ;  furprifed  and  maffacred  the  guard  at  Middle-hill, 
where  afterwards,  by  ropes  and  ladders,  they  got  up  feveral  hundreds 
of  the  party  who  had  been  ordered  to  fuftain  them  j.  but  being  difco-r 
vered,  a  ilrong  detachment  of  grenadiers  marched  up  immediately 
from  the  town,  and  attacked  them  with  fuchfpirit,  tliat  160  of  th^m, 
were  killed,  or  driven  over  the  precipice,  and  a  colonel  and  30 
officers,  with  the  remainder,  taken  prifoners.  Thefe  brave,  but 
unfortunate  adventurers,  were  to  have  been  fupported  by  a  body  of 
French  troops,  and  fome  feints  were  to  have  been  made  below  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  garrifon;  but  the  commanding  officers.-.- 
difagreeing,  they  were  left  to  their  fortune. 

Sir  John  Leake  was  not  idle  whilil  he  remained  in  the  Bay,  but 
was  continually  alarming  the  enemy  on  their  coafts.  The  22d  of 
November  he  had  information,  by  one  of  his  cruifers,  that  a  ftrong 
fquadron  was  fitting  out  at  Cadiz,  which  would  be  foon  ready  for 
fea ;  and  receiving  further  intelligence,  that  a  convoy,  fitted  out  from 
Lifbon  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  was  on  their  way,  he  prepared  to 
join  them  off  Lagos,,  in  order  to  protedl  them  paft  Cadiz  ;  but  was 
confined  within  the  Straits  by  a  v/eflerly  wind^  The  Prince,  in  the 
mean  time,  redoubled  his  exertions-  to  prevent  the  enemy's  defigns,. 
who  flattered  themfelves,  that  on  the  arrival  of  their  fleet  from 
Cadiz,  Sir  John  would  be  obliged  to  retire,  and  the  garrifon  fur- 
render 
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render  to  their  united  attacks.  Their  fire  was  continued  with 
additional  vivacity,  many  cannon  in  the  place  were  difmounted,  and 
the  works  were  materially  injured  in  different  parts. 

Affairs  were  in  this  fituation,  when  part  of  the  long-widied-for 
fuccours  arrived  on  the  7th  of  September  ;  and  two  days  following, 
the  remainder  came  in  with  near  2000  men,  with  proportionable- 
ammunition  andprovifions.  They  failed  from  Lifbon  under  convoy 
of  four  frigates,  and  thought  themfelves  fafe  on  difcovering,  off"  Cape 
Spartel,  a  fleet  of  men  of  war,  .under'  Englifh  and  Dutch  colours: 
expedting  to  meet  Sir  John,  with.the  combined  fleet,  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Straits,  they  endeavoured  to  join  them,  but  fortunately  were 
becalmed  :  they  then  hoifbed  out  their  boats  to  tow  the  Ihips,  when, 
perceiving  the  men  of  v/ar  extend  themfelves  in  form  of  a  half-moon, 
in  order  to  furround  them,  they  began  to  fufpedl  fome  deception,  and 
accordingly  made  a  private  fignal,  \vhich  totally  fruflrated  the  Ene- 
my's meafures,  who  were  thereby  difcovered,  and,  fl:riking  their  falfe 
colours,  endeavoured  to  fall  upon  the  tranfports  ;  but  thefe  latter, 
being  lighter  vefl!els,  efcaped  by  their  oars,  and,  night  coming  on, 
fleered  for  the  bay,  with  the  lofs  only  of  tv/o  tranfports.  It  was- 
now  thought  no  longer  neceffary  to  detain  the  fleet  in  the  bay,  or  on 
the  coafl ;  efpecially  when  Monfieur  Pointis  was  fo  near,  with  a 
fuperior  force.  Sir  John  accordingly  arrived  at  Li(bon  tlie  latter  end. 
of  the  year. 

The  Spanifh  General  being  reinforced  with  a  confiderahle  body  of 
infantry,  on  the  i  ith  of  January  1705,  made  an  attack  with  60 
grenadiers  on  the  works  at  the  extremity  of  the  King's  lines ;  but,  two 
officers,  and  feveral  others  being  killed,  the  reft  retreated.  T]ii& 
repulfe  did  not,  ho\vever,  difcourage  him  ;  for  early  the  fucceeding 
day,  the  attack  was  renewed  by  5  or  600  grenadiers,  French  and 
Walons,    fupported  by  1000  Spaniards,    under  Lieut.  Gen.  Tuy. 

Their 
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Their  difpofition  was  to  ftorm  a  breach  which  had  been  made  in  the 
Round  tower,  at  the  extremity  of  the  King's  lines,  and  another  in  the 
intrejichment  on  the  hill.  The  retrenchment  which  covered  the 
latter  breach,  with  part  of  the  intrenchment  joining  the  precipice 
of  the  rock,  was  defended  at  night  by  a  captain,  three  fubalterns, 

.and  90  men  ;  but  it  was  cuilomary  for  the  captain  to  withdraw, 
with  two  fubalterns,  and  60  men,  at  day-break.  The  Roun 
tower  was  defended  by  180  men,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel. 
The  Marquis,  by  deferters  from  the  garrifon,  had  obtained  intelli- 
gence of  the.ftrength  of  thefe  pofls,  and  concerted  his  attack  accord- 
ingly. ;  The  detachment  for  the  upper  breach  mounted  the  rock 
at  dead  of  night,  and  concealed  themfelves  in  the  clefts  till  the 
captain  had  withdrawn.  They  then  advanced  to  the  point  of  the 
intrenchment,  and,  throwing  grenades  on  the  fubaltern  and  his  party, 
obliged  them  to  retreat.  At  the  fame  time  300  men  ftormed  the  Round 
tower,  where  Lieut.  Col.  Barr  made  a  vigorous  defence,   though  the 

.  enemy,  having  paffed  the  breach  above,  annoyed  him  on  the  flank 
with  great  flones  and  grenades  :  obferving,  however,  the  Spaniards 
marching  down  to  cut  off  his  retreat  from  the  town,  he  retired,  and 
by  getting  over  the  parapet  of  .the  King's  lines,  defcended  into  the 
covert  way,  where  the  Engliih  guards  were  pofted.  By  this  time 
the  garrifon  was  alarmed  j  all  the  regiments  affembled  at  their  proper 
pofts  i  and  Captain  Fiiher  endeavoured  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the 
enemy  with  1 7  men,  but  was  repulfed,  and  himfelf  taken  prifoner. 
Lieut.  Col.  Moncal,  at  laft,  with  4  or  500  men,  charged  them  with 
fuch  bravery,  that  they  were  repulfed,  and  the  tower  was  retaken 
after  it  had  been  in  their  polfeffion  upwards  of  an  hour.  Soon  after 
this  attack,  fix  companies  of  Dutch  troops,  and  200  Englifli  fol- 
diers,  were  received  by  the  garrifon,  with  provifions  and  ilores. 

The  Spaniards  and  French  were  ftill  obftinately  beiit  on  the  recoi- 

very  of  Gibraltar.  The  Marquis  de  Villadarias  was  fuperfeded  by  the 

Marfhal 


SIEGE    OF    GIBRALTAR.  15 

Marfhal  Tefle,  a  French  general ;  and  Monfieur  Pointis  was  directed 
to  co-operate  with  the  Marilial,  in  blocking  up  the  port  with  his 
fleet.  The  Marfhal  joined  the  army  with  four  frefli  battalions,  befides 
eight  companies  which  had  been  fent  before.  The  ordnance,  which 
from  conftant  ufe  had  been  greatly  injured,  were  totally  exchanged  j 
and  the  works,  as  they  then  flood,  were  put  in  the  beft  repair. 

The  Englifh  Miniftry  had  been  informed  of  the  enemy's  new 
arrangements ;  and,  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  Gibraltar,  ordered 
a  reinforcement  under  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes,  and  Sir  John  Hardy,  to 
join  Admiral  Sir  John  Leake  at  Lifbon.  The  junction  being  effedled, 
and  his  own  fleet  refitted.  Sir  John,  on  the  6th  of  March,  failed 
with  28  Englifli,  4  Dutch,  and  8  Portuguefe  men  of  war,  having 
on  board  two  battalions.  Happily  for  the  befieged,  the  incefl"ant 
rains  about  this  period  had  retarded  the  Marfhal's  operations,  and 
greatly  diflreffed  Monfieur  Pointis,  eight  of  whofe  fliips  were  forced 
from  their  anchors  by  the  flrong  weflerly  wind,  and  oblired,  on 
the  9th,  to  drive  aloft.  Thus  were  they  fituated  when  the  Britifli 
Admiral  entered  the  Straits,  and  about  half  paft  five,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  loth,  was  almoft  abreaft  of  Cabrita  Point.  The  few 
remaining  fhips  of  the  French  fleet  on  his  approach  put  to  fea  ;  and 
Sir  John,  difcovering  five  fail  making  out  of  the  bay,  and  a  guti 
fired  at  them  from  the  garrifon,  concluded  that  the  town  was  fafe, 
and  immediately  gave  chace.  Three  French  fliips  of  the  line  were 
taken,  and  the  Admiral's  fhip,.  and  another,  run  afhore  and  burnt. 
Sir  John  afterwards  looked  into  Malaga,  where  the  fliips  that  had 
been  driven  from  the  harbour  had  taken  llielter  j  but,  hearing  the 
report  of  the  guns,  they  had  made  the  befl  of  their  way  to  Toulon. 
Sir  John,  finding  the  purfuit  of  them  in  vain,  returned  to  Gibraltar,;^ 
which  was  now  fo  well  fupplied,  that  Marfhal  TefTe  withdrew  his 
troops  from  the  trenches,  and  formed  a  blockade  ;  drawing  an 
intrenchment  acrofs  the  illhmus,  to  prevent  the  garrifon  from 
ravaging  the  country. 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  fiege,  the  enemy  did  not  lofe  fewer  than 
io,oco  men,  including  thofe  who  died  of  ficknefs,  6sc.  The  gar- 
rifon  loft  about  400, 

The  Prince  of  Heffe  remained  in  the  place  while  the  batteries 
were  repaired  :  he  made  alfo  fome  additions  to  the  fortifications,  and 
left  the  garrifon  much  ftronger  than  it  was  before  the  fiege.  The 
Prince  then  joined  the  Arch-duke  Charles  at  Lifbon,  where  the 
combined  fleet  of  England  and  Holland  were  afiTembled,  to  fupport 
that  Prince  in  obtaining  the  crown  of  Spain. 

As  the  Arch-duke  was  refolved  to  try  his  fortune  with  the 
Earl  of  Peterborough,  in  Valencia  and  Catalonia,  the  Prince  of 
Hefie  was  fent  back  to  Gibraltar,  to  prepare  part  of  the  garrifon  to 
embark,  and  foon  after  was  followed  by  the  fleet ;  upon  whofe 
arrival,  the  Arch-duke  was  received  by  the  garrifon  as  lawful 
fovereign  of  Spain.  Having  taken  on  board  the  Englifh  guards, 
and  three  old  regiments,  leaving  only  two  new  battalions  in  the 
town  (as  there  was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  enemy), 
they  proceeded,  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  for  Valencia.  His  Majefty 
then  appointed  Major-general  Ramos,  who  had  been  prefent  during 
the  fiege,  governor  of  Gibraltar ;  and  fent  with  him  about  400  men 
for  its  greater  fecurity.  General  Ramos  afterwards  refigned  his 
government,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Colonel  Roger  Elliot ;  during 
whofe  government,  Gibraltar  was  made  a  free  port,  by  a  fpecial  order 
from  her  Majefty,  Queen  Anne. 

..The  following  was  the  Governor's  Manifefto  on  the  occafion. 

"  By  the  Hon.  Roger  Elliot,  Colonel  of  one  of  her  Majefty's 
regiments  of  foot,  and  Governor  of  the  city  and  garrifon  of  Gi- 
braltar. 

"  Whereas 
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*'  Whereas  Her  Majefty  of  Great-Britain,  &c.  hath  been  gra* 
cioully  pleafed,  by  Her  warrant  to  me,  dated  19th  February  laft,  to 
confirm  Her  former  declarations  for  the  freedom  of  this  port,  and 
to  regulate  and  command  me,  not  to  permit  any  duty  or  impofition 
whatfoever  to  be  laid  or  received  for  any  fliip  or  vefTel,  or  for  any 
goods,  wares,  merchandife,  or  provifioas,  imported  or  exported 
out  of  this  port  ;  but  that  the  fame  be  free  and  open  for 
all  fhips  and  veffels,  goods,  wares,  merchandife,  and  provifions  : 
Thefe  are  to  make  known  and  publilh  Her  faid  Majefty's  Royal 
will  and  pleafure  ;  and  all  perfons  concerned  are  hereby  ftridily 
required  to  take  notice  thereof,  not  prefuming  to  demand  or  receive 
any  duty  or  impofition  whatfoever  for  any  fhip  or  veffel,  or  for  any 
goods,  wares,  merchandife,  or  provifions,  as  they  will  anfwer  the 
contrary  at  their  peril. 

"  Given  at  Gibraltar,  April  1706." 

Colonel  Congreve  was  governor  before  1714.  He  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Colonel  Cotton.  In  1720  Gibraltar  feems  to  have  been* 
threatened  by  the  Spaniards.  Ceuta,  a  Spanifh  fortrefs  in  Barbary, 
had  then  been  befieged  many  years  by  the  Moors ;  and  a  formi- 
dable force,  commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  Leda,  was  aflcmbled 
in  Gibraltar  bay,  under  pretence  of  relieving  it,  but  with  a  fecret 
intention  of  firfl  furprifing  Gibraltar  ;  for  which  purpofe  they  had 
procured  fcaling-ladders,  8cc.  &c.  This  armament  v/as  not  fitted 
out  fo  fecretly,  but  the  Britilh  Ivliniflry  had  timely  notice,  and, 
flifpeding  fome  finefle,  difpatched  orders  to  Colonel  Kane,  governor 
of  Minorca,  immediately  to  embark  a  part  of  his  Garrifon,  and 
repair  to  Gibraltar,  under  convoy  of  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean. 
On  his  arrival  he  found  Gibraltar  in  a  very  critical  fituation  ;  the 
garrifon  confifting  only  of  three  weak  battalions,  commanded  by 
IVlajor  Hetherington,  whoj  except  Major  Batteroux,   was  the  only 
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field-officer  in  the  place.  Many  officers  were  abfent,  only  fourteen, 
days  prouifions  in  the  flores,  and  many  Spaniards  in  the  town,  with 
a  fleet  before  its  walls.  Such  was  the  feeble  pofture  of  affairs  when 
he  opportunely  arrived  with  500  men,  provifions,  and  ammunition. 
The  Britifh  Commodore  afted  afterwards  in  fo  fpirited  a  manner^ 
that  the  Mafquis  de  Leda  was  obUged  to  J[ail  for  Ceuta,  though  he 
continued  of  opinion  that  the  garrifon  might  have  been  taken  by  a 
general  aflault. 

This  fcheme  proving  abortive,  Gibraltar  remained  unmolefted 
till  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1726,  when  the  Spaniards,  who  had 
kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  garrifon,  affembled  an  army  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  A Igeziras.  The  20th  of  January  following,  they 
encamped  on  the  plain  below  St.  Roque,  and  began  to  eredt  a  bat- 
tery on  the  beach  to  protedl  their  camp.  Admiral  Hopfon  was  then 
3^t  anchor  in  the  bay,  with  a  very  formidable  fleet  j  but,  as  he 
had  not  received  any  intelligence  of  hoflilities  having  commenced 
between  the  courts  of  Great-Britain  and  Madrid,  he  was  with 
reluctance  compelled  to  overlook  the  tranfporting  of  provifions^, 
artillery,  and  ammunition,  from  Algeziras,  (where  they  had  formed 
their  depots,)  to  the  camp.  Brigadier  Kane,  who  had  been  a  fecond 
time  ordered  from  Minorca  to  Gibraltar,  lay  alfo  under  iimilar  em- 
barraffiiients  with  the  Admiral.  The  operations  of  the  enemy, 
however,  tending  towards  a  diredt  attack  upon  the  garrifon,  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  order  the  Spaniards  out  of  the  town,  and 
forbid  their  gailies  anchoring  under  his  guns. 

It  muft  be  underftood  that  Gibraltar  had  undergone  conliderable 
alterations  fince  the  iiege  of  1705  :  feveral  works  had  been  eredted 
on  the  heights  above  the  lines,  which  were  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Willis's  batteries  ;  the  Prince's  lines  were  extended  to  the . 
extremit}'  of  the  rock ;  and  an  inundation  was  formed  out  of  the 
morafs  which  y/as  in  front  of  the  grand  battery. 

The 


SIEGEOFGIBRALTAR.  19 

The  Count  de  Las  Torres  commanded  the  Spanifli  forces, 
amounting  to  near  20,000  men  ;  and  foon  after  his  camp  was 
formed,  he  advanced  within  reach  of  the  garrifon.  The  Brigadier 
thereupon  difpatched  a  parley,  to  defire  **  That  he  would  withdraw 
"  from  the  range  of  his  guns,  otherwife  he  fhould  do  his  utmofl: 
"  to  force  him."  The  Count  anfwered,  *'  That,  as  the  garrifon 
"  could  command  no  more  than  they  had  power  to  maintain,  he 
**  fhould  obey  his  Catholic  Majefty's  orders,  and  encroach  as  far  as 
*'  he  was  able."  The  Brigadier  flill  waved  commencing  hoftilities, 
till  the  Spaniards,  by  their  proceedings,  fhould  oblige  him,  in  de- 
fence of  his  command. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  Brigadier  Clayton,  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  arrived  with  reinforcements,  on  board  Sir  Charles  Wager's 
iieet ;  and  a  council  of  war  was  immediately  fummoned,  but  the 
refult  was  a  determination  not  to  fire  upon  the  Spaniards.  The  loth 
of  February,  the  enemy  brought  materials  for  batteries,  to  the  old 
wind-mill,  on  the  neutral  ground ;  upon  which  the  Lieutenant- 
governor  again  colledted  the  fenfe  of  the  Admirals  and  Field-officers  j 
when  in  the  fecond  council  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the 
Spaniih  General  had  made  open  war,  in  encroaching  fo  far  on  the 
liberties  of  the  garrifon.  This  being  their  opinion.  Brigadier 
Clayton  fent  a  parley  to  the  Count,  to  know  the  reafon  of  his 
breaking  ground  :  to  v>'hich  the  Count  replied,  that  "  he  was  on 
**  his  Mafter's  ground,  and  was  not  anfwerable  to  any  other  perfon 
*'  for  his  condudt."  As  this  anfv/er  in  fome  meafure  indicated  the 
hoflile  intentions  of  the  Spaniards,  the  Lieutenant-governor,  in  the 
evening,  withdrew  the  out-guard,  and,  the  fucceeding  day  in  the 
afternoon,  opened  the  Old  mole,  and  Willis's,  on  their  workmen. 
They  perfifled,  neverthelefs,  in  carrying  on  the  work ;  and  at  night 
a  large  party  marched  down  to  the  Devil's  tower,  where  they  imme- 
*iiately  broke  ground,  and  began  a  communication  with  their  other 
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work.  This  party  were  greatly  annoyed  in  marching  to  their  poft, 
but  were  foon  under  cover  of  the  rock,  where  the  guns  could  not 
be  depreffed  to  bear  upon  them. 

Numbers  of  the  enemy  deferted  to  the  garrifon,  by  whom,  on 
the   17th,    the  Lieutenant-governor  was  informed  that  they  were- 
conftrudling  a  mine,  in  a  cave  under  Willis's,  with  an  intention,  if 
poffible,  to  blow  up  that  battery.     The  engineers,    on  this  intel- 
ligence, reconnoitred  the  cave ;  which,    after  fome  difficulty,  they 
difcovered,  with  a  fen  try  at  the  entrance  ^   and  a  party  was  imme-. 
diately  ftationed  to  annoy  the  communication  with  mufquetry.     Oa, 
the  morning  of  the  22d,   the  Count  opened  on  the  garrifon,   with 
17  pieces  of  cannon,  befides  mortars.     The  day  following.  Briga- 
dier Kane  left  the  garrifon,  to  detach  a  reinforcement  from  Minorca., 
In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Charles  Wager  and  Admiral  Hopfon,    with, 
the.,  fleet  under  their  command,  were  conftantly  diflreffing  the  ene-. 
ipy,  by  intercepting  their  homeward-bound  fhips  ;    and  the  prizes, 
which  were  brought  into  the  bay,    greatly  benefited  the  befieged=. 
The  3d  of  March,    the  enemy  opened  a  new  battery  of  22  guns  on 
the  Old  mole,    and  town;    and  on  the  8th,  another  of  15  guns,, 
bearing  alfo  upon  the  Old  mole,  which,  it  feems,  proved  a  trouble-, 
fome  battery  to  the  vveftern  flank  of  their  approaches. 

The  Lieutenant-governor  continued  a  conftant  and  well-diretSted 
fire  from  all  the  batteries  that  bore  upon  their  works  :  but  the, 
ordnance  in  general,  being  old,  were  burfl:ing  daily  on  the  bat- 
teries J  by  which  accidents  the  garrifon  experienced  more  cafualties, 
than  from  all  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  27th,  Col.  Mid- 
dleton's  regiment  arrived,  alfo  fix  companies  and  a  half  of  Col. 
Hay's,  with  two  engineers,  a  captain  of  artillery,  and  feveral. 
bombardiers,  gunners,  and.  matroflTes ;  with  140  recruits  for  the 
■ether  regiments,. 

The 
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The  Admirals,  the  2d  of  April,  formed  the  defign  of  bombard- 
ing Algeziras,  whence  the  enemy  were  conftantly  fapplied  with, 
various  articles  of  ammunition  ;  but  the  fhips,  after  getting  under 
way,  were  becalmed,  and  obliged  to  come  to  anchor  j  after  which 
the  navy  never  gave  themfelves  any  further  ;:oncern  about  annoying 
them-  in  that  quarter.  On  the  loth.  Colonel  Cofby  arrived  in 
the  Solebay,  with  500  men,,  from  Minorca ;  and  two  days  fol- 
lowuig,  the  Admirals-  failed  to  the  weftward,  leaving  Commodore 
Davies  behind,  with  fix  men  of  war  and  the  Hoops.  Sir  Charles  - 
did  not  return  during  the  fiege.  The  i6th,  the  Lieutenant-governor 
ordered  two  ferjeants,  with  ten  men  each,  to  advance  from  the 
fpur-guard,  under  the  rock,,  and  along  the  caufeway,  and  alarm 
the  enemy  in  the  trenches  ;  giving  them  diredlions  to  retire  when 
they  found  their  guards  fu.tticiently  alarmed,  when  he  intended  to 
falute  them  with  grape,  &c.  from  Willis's,  and  the  lines.  Thefe 
orders  ;were  executed,  and  the  enemy  inflantly  beat  to  arms  j  but 
the  bombardier  appointed  to  give  the  fignal  to  the  batteries,  firing 
too  foon,  the  enemy  fiw  through  the  defign,  and  retired  Vv^ithout 
any  confiderable  lofs.. 

Lord  PoRTMORE,  the  governor,  arrived,  the  2iil,  with  a  bat- 
talion of  guards,  and  another  of  the  line  ;  alfo  Colonel  Watfon, 
of  the  artillery,  with  feveral  Noblemen  as  volunteers.  The  26th, 
the  Count  opened  a  new  battery,  againll:  Willis's,  and  the  extre- 
mity of  Prince's  lines.  Their  batteries  now  mounted  60  cannon, 
befides  mortars.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  garrifon  had  intel- 
ligence that  the  enemy  defigned  an  afiault  :  precautions  v/ere  accord- 
ingly taken,  and  the  guns  on  the  lower  defences  loaded  with  grape. 
The  Spaniards  added  Hill  to  their  approaches,  and  railed  various 
coinmunications  to  and  from  their  advanced  batteries.  Towards; 
the  16th  and  20th,  their  firing  abated;  but  their  engineers  pro- 
ceeded in  advancing^  their  trenches.     On  the  31  ft,   a  veffel  arrived 
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with  575  barrels  of  powder  from  Lifbon,  June  the  3d,  the  Sole- 
bay  came  in,  with  a  further  fupply  of  980  barrels  of  powder,  and 
500  thirteen-inch  ihells,  from  Mahon.  The  firing  continued  till 
the  i2tb,  when,  about  ten  at  night.  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  of  the 
Irifh  brigade,  beat  a  parley,  and,  being  admitted  into  the  garrifon, 
delivered  letters  to  Lord  Portmore,  from  the  Dutch  minifter  at 
the  court  of  Madrid,  with  a  copy  of  the  preliminaries  of  a  general 
peace ;  whereupon  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  took  place,  and  all  hoflilities 
ceafed  on  both  lides, 

;The  garrifon  loft,  in  the  whole,  about  300  killed  and  v/ounded  ; 
and  70  cannon,  with  30  mortars,  burft  during  the  fiege.  The 
enemy's  cafuals  could  never  be  afcertained.  In  killed,  wounded,  &c. 
it  was  computed  they  loft  near  3000  men. 

When  Lord  Portmore  and  the  Count  agreed  to  a  ceffation, 
the  Spaniards  of  courfe  were  compelled  to  forfake  the  mine  under 
Willis's  :  their  parties,  however,  taking  poffeffion  of  it  a  fecond 
time,  his  Lordfhip  confidered  it  as  a  breach  of  the  articles  of 
cefTation,  and  reprefented  it  accordingly.  The  Count  afterwards 
withdrew  :  the  works  were  difmantled  and  levelled,  and  the  troops 
retreated  to  their  different  cantonments. 

The  Spaniards  during  this  fiege  never  made  the  leaft  attempt 
to  cut  off  the  communication  by  fea  ;  fo  that  the  garrifon  was 
regularly  fupplied  with  provifions  and  fafcines  from  Barbary,  and 
had  a  regular  correfpondence  with  England. 

In  1728,  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  addreffed  his  Majefty 
King  George  II,  to  take  effedtual  care,  in  the  treaty,  then  pending, 
to  preferve .  his  undoubted  right  to  Gibraltar,  and  the  Ifland  of 
Minorca.     Overtures  had  been  made  by  his  Majefty  George  I,  to, 
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reflore  the  former  to  Spain,  if  the  Parliament  would  have  confented 
to  fuch  reftitution ;  but  the  Minifler,  finding  an  oppofition,  declined 
the  bulinels.  In  1730,  Lieutenant-general  Sabine  was  governor  of 
Gibraltar.  The  Spaniards  in  his  government  eredled  the  forts  and 
lines  acrofs  the  ifthmus,  about  a  mile  from  the  garrtfon  :  thefe 
effedually  prevent  any  communication  with  the  country,  and,  as  we 
have  experienced,  are  of  conliderable  advantage  in  cafe  of  a  fiege. 
The  weflern  fort,  called  St.  Philip's,  entirely  commands  the  beft 
anchorage  on  the  fide  of  the  bay  next  the  garrifon.  General  Colum- 
.  bine  fucceeded  General -Sabine,  and  he  was  fucceeded  by  General 
Hargrave^  - 

General  Bland  was  appointed  governor  in  1749,  at  which 
time  a  general  relief  of  troops  took  place.  The  eflablifhment  at 
that  period  was,  four  battalions  of  infantry,  and  a  company  of  artil- 
lery. Lord  George  Beauclerk,  and  the  Hon,  General  Herbert 
were  feverally  commandants  in  the.  ab fence  of  General  Bland  ;  and 
in  1753  General  Fowkes  was  deputed  governor.  Lord  Tyrawley 
fucceeded  him,  in  whofeabfence  the  Earl  of  Panmure  was  comman- 
dant. Earl  Home  was  afterwards  governor,  and  died  there  in  1761. 
During  the  government  of  this  nobleman,  about  the  year  1760,  an 
incident  occurred,  which,  as  it  alarmed  the  garrifon  very  much  a^ 
that  time,  is  deferving  of  notice.  Two  Britifh  regiments  had  been 
a  very  conliderable  time  on  that  llation,  and,  from  the  continuance 
of  the  war^  faw  little  profpedt  of  being  relieved.  Amongft  thefe  a 
confpiracy  was  formed,  by  fome  diiaffedied  perfons,  to  furonfe, 
plunder,  and  maffacre  the  officers,  and  in  lliort,  all  whom  they 
judged  to  be  averfe  to  their  defigns.  After  fee uring  the  money  which, 
was  intended  for  the  payment  of  the  troops,  they  meant  to  purchafe 
for  themfelves  a  fecure  retreat,  by  furrendering  this  fo  much  wiihed- 
for  fortrefs  into  the  hands  of  Spain.  The  numbers  who  joined  the 
confpirators  were  not  fewer  than  730.     An  accidental  quarrel,  in  a 
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wine-houfe,  defeated  this  dangerous  prqjed:,  and  produced  a  difco- 
very.  Reed,  a  private  in  the  feventh  regiment,  was  executed  on  the 
grand  parade,  as  the  ringleader ;  and  ten  others  were  condemned. 
After  the  death  of  Lord  Home,  Colonel  Tovey  and  General  Parflow 
were  each  commandants,  till  the  Hon.  General  Cornwallis  was 
appointed  governor.  During  this  General's  abfence  from  the  gar- 
rifon.  Colonel  Irwin  was  commandant ;  and  on  Generad  Cornwallis 
leaving  Gibraltar  a  fecond -time,  Major  General  Boyd,  lieutenant- 
governor,  commanded.  In  this  General's  government,  the  garrifon 
was  coniiderably  flrengthened  with  three  new  balHons  on  the  fea- 
line,  and  additional  improvements  at  the  fouthward. 

,;I>r  1776,  the  Right  HoiM.  General  George  Augustus 
Eliott  was  appointed  Governor  of  that  important  fortrefs,  and 
joined  his  command  in  1777. 
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CHAPTER      IL 

Defcription  of  the  Rock,  with  the  fortificatio?is  and  town  of  Gi- 
braltar,— Remains  of  Moorijh  architeSlure. — Natural  Curiofties^ 
— Climate. —  Vegetation. — Fifi  ;  and  whence  fupplied  with  cattle, 
&c. — Military  efiablijhment. — Defcriptiofi  of  the  Bay. — Algeziras. 
— Some  accounts  of  the  ancient  city  of  Car  tela, — St.  Roque. — 'Con^ 
cluftve  remarks. 

A.S>  the  Hiftory  which  is  to  be  the  fubjedl  of  the  following  pages» 
will  be  more  in  detail  than  the  preceding  narrative,  it  may  on  feme 
accounts  be  neceifary,  and  cannot  on  any,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be  dif- 
agreeable,  to  prefent  the  reader  with  a  fliort  defcription  of  this 
celebrated  Rock,  and  the  fortifications  which  have  been  eredted  for 
its  defence. 

The  Promontory,  or  rock,  at  the  foot  of  which  ftands  the  town, 
is  upwards  of  1 300  feet  in  height ; .  projedling  into  the  fea  feveral 
miles  from  the  continent,  to  which  it  is  connected  by  an  ifthmus  of 
low  find.  This  appearance  makes  it  not  improbable  that  Mons  Calpe 
has,  in  former  ages,  been  totally  furrounded  by  the  fea.  The  north 
front  of  the  peninfula,  which  prefents  itfelf  to  the  main  land,  is  of 
various  heights.  The  breadth  of  the  ifthmus,  at  tlie  foot  of  the 
rock,  is  about  900  yards  ;  but  it  grows  confiderably  wider  towards 
the  country.  Acrofs  this  Iflhmus,  (which,  with  Gibraltar  and  the 
oppofite  coaft,  forms  the  bay)  the  Spaniards  have  drawn  a  fortified 
line  at  about  a  mile's  diftance  from  the  garrifon,  extending  1700 
yardi;,  and  embracing  both  fhores  :  a  fort  of  mafonry  is  eredted  at 
ftach  extremity,  mounting  23  or  24  guns  each  j  they  are  of  different 
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forms,    and  are  called  St.  Philip  and  St.  Barbara.     The  former  of" 
thefe  forts   comm.ands   the  beft  and  the  ufual  anchor! ng-place  of 
our  f})ipping  and  fmali  craft,  and  by  forming  a  crofs-nre  with  fort 
St.  Barbara  on  the  neutral  ground,    prevents   all  communication 
between  the  garrifon  and  the  country. 

The  Rock,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  is  upwards  of  1300 
feet  perpendicular,  above  the  level  of  the  fea ;  and  is  feparated  by 
a  ridge  from  north  to  fouth,  dividing  it  into  two  unequal  parts. 
The  weflern  front  or  diviiion  is  a  gradual  Hope,  interfperfed  with 
precipices  ;  but  the  oppofite  fide,  looking  to  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  north  front,  facing  the  Spanifli  lines,  are  both  naturally  very 
fteep,  and  totally  inacceffible.  It  is  this  peculiar  circumftanccj 
which  forms  the  chief  ftrength  of  Gibraltar. 

The  Town  is  built  at  the  foot  of  the  north-weft  face  of  the  hill, 
and  is  fortified  in  an  irregular  manner.  The  communication  with  it 
from  the  ifthmus,  is  by  a  long  narrow  caufeway,  (ferving  as  a  dam 
to  an  inundation)  which  is  defended  by  a  curtain,  with  two.baftions, 
mounting  26  pieces  of  cannon,  a  dry  ditch,  covered  way,  and  glacis 
well  mined.  Thefe,  with  the  caufeway,  are  warmly  flanked  by  the 
King's,  Queen's,  and  Prince's  lines  j  works  cut-in  the  rock  with 
immenfe  labour,  and  fcarped  to  be  almoft  inacceffible.  Above  the 
lines  are  the  batteries  at  Willis's,  and  others  at  different  heights, 
until  they  crown  the  fummit  of  the  rock,  where  feveral  batteries 
are..ered:ed  for  cannon  and  mortars.  Thefe  batteries,  the  loweft  of 
which  is  upwards  of  400  feet  above  the  neutral  ground,  mount 
between  50  and  60  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  entirely  com- 
mand the  ifthmus  belov/.  Exclufive  of  what  are  here  mentioned, 
additional  works  of  a  fmgular  nature  were  projedted  in  1782,  and 
partly  executed  the  year  follov/ing,  which,  when  finifhed,  will 
render  Gibraltar  (almoft)  impregnable  in  that  quarter.     The  Old 
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mole,  to  the  weft  of  the  grand  battery,  forms  alfo  a  very  formidable 
flank,  and,  with  the  lines,  a  crofs-fire  on  the  caufeway  and  neutral 
ground.  This  battery  has  been  found  fo  great  an  annoyance  to  the 
befiegers,  that,  by  way  of  diftincftioii,  it  has  long  been  known 
under  the  appellation  of  the  Devil's  tongue.  Indeed,  the  ordnance 
in  the  lines,  upon  the  Grand  battery,  and  the  Old  mole,  all  together, 
exhibit  fo  formidable  an  appearance  to,  a  fpedator  on  the  caufeway, 
that  the  entrance  into  the  garrifon  is  called  by  the  Spaniards,  the 
■  Mouth  ofJl?-e. 

From  the  Grand  battery,  along  the  fea-line,  looking  towards 
the  bay,  the  town  is  defended  by  the  North,  Montague's,  Prince 
of  Orange's,  King's,  and  South  baftions  j  the  line-wall  or  curtains 
between  which,  mount  many  cannon  and  mortars.  Montague's, 
Prince  of  Orange's,  and  King's  baftions,  have  been  eredted  lately. 
The  latter  is  a  very  complete  piece  of  fortification,  commanding  the 
bay  from  New  to  Old  mole  heads,  and  mounting  twelve  thirty-two 
pounders,  and  four  ten -inch  howitzers  in  front,  ten  guns  and 
ifaowitzers  on  its  flanks,  and  has  cafemates  for  800  men,  with  kitchens 
and  ovens  for  cooking.  Montague's  is  much  fmaller,  mounts  only 
J  2  pieces  of  cannon,  but  has  a  cafemate  for  200  men,  communicating 
with  the  Old  mole.  In  1782  the  engineers  began  a  cavalier  upon 
this  baftion  for  two  guns  j  but  it  was  not  finifhed  till  after  the 
grand  attack  in  September.  Another  work  of  this  nature  was 
likewife  eredted  in  the  beginning  of  the  blockade,  for  five  guns,  on 
the  north  baftion  of  the  Grand  b.ittery.  The  town  on  the  lea-line 
is  not  lefs  protedted  by  natural  defences,  than  by  fortifications. 
A  flioal  of  fliarp  rocks  extends  along  the  front  far  into  the  bay, 
and  prevents  fliips  of  large  burthen  from  approaching  very  near 
the  walls. 

From  the  South  baftion  (which  is  confiderably  higher  than  the 
reft  of  the  works,  in  order  to  protedt  the  town  from  the  eminences 
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on  tlie  red  lands)  a  curtain  extends  up  the  face  of  the  hill,  and  con-*- 
cludes,    at  an  inicceffible  precipice,    the  works  of  the  town.      In;.' 
this  curtain  is  the  South  port  gate,    before  which,'  and  the.  fouth:  . 
baflion,  is  a  dry  ditch,  with  a  covered  way  and  glacis...    At  the  eafl 
end,    on  the.  dechvity  of  the  hill,    above  the  gate,    is  a.  large  flat- 
baftion,  connedted  with  the  curtain,  and  mounting  13  guns,  bearing 
on  thc-bay,  &c.     This  work  is  covered  by.  a  demi-baition  that  joins^ 
the  precipice.     Above  the  precipice,  an  old  Moorifli  wiUl  is  con- 
tinued to  the  ridge  of  the  rock;    in  the  front  of  which,  a  curtain- 
with  loop-holes  and  redans   (built  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  V,  and  called  after  his  name) -extends  to  the  top,  efFe<£tually 
cutting   oiF   all    communication,   in  that   quarter.       Between    the* 
Moorifli  and  Charles  the  V-th's  walls,  i&  the  fignal-houfe  ;   whence^ 
the  guard,    on  a  lerene  and  clear  day,    have  almoft  an  unbounded 
view  ©f.  the  Mediterranean,    and   can  jufl  obferve  a   part  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean  over  the  Spanifli  mountains.     Signals  formerly  were 
made  at  this  poft,   on  the  appearance  of  top-fail  veffels  from  eafb ' 
and  w£fl  i  but  foon  after,  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,   wei- 
difcovered  that  the:  Spanifli  cruifers  were  more  frequently  informed- 
of  the  approach  of  our  friends  by  our  fignals,    than  by-  their  owh,.-,. 
Thg^iignals  were,  therefore  difcontinued- 

The  above  comprehends  a  general  defcription  of  the  fortifications' 
of  the  town,  avoiding  too  minute  a  detail  of  each  work.  I  fhalL, 
therefore  proceed  in  defcribing,  in  the  fame  general  manner,  the 
works  to  the  fouthward .,  -  ■  • 

From  the  South  baftion  a  line-wall  is  continued  along  the  beach 
tQ  the  New  mole,  where  an  irregular  fort,  is  eredled,   mounting  26 
guns..  This  line- wall  is  divided  by  a  fmallbaftion  of  eight  guns;  and 
in  its  rear  is  a  retired  v/ork,  called  the  Princefs  of  Wales's  lines  ;  in  ' 
•which  are  feveral  ftrong  batteries  for  the  fea.   Near,  the  &uth  baftion, 

thougk. 
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chough  without  the  town,  is  a  wharf  called  Ragged  Staff,  where 
the  fupplies  for  the  garrifon  are  ufually  landed,  being  convenient 
from  its  vicinity  to  the  viclualling-oifice  and  ftores.     The  commu- 
nication to  this  quay,  is  by  fpiral  wooden  flairs,  and  a  draw-bridge 
opening  into  the  covert- v/ay  ;  in  front  of  which  is  a  fmall  work  of 
mafonry,    mounting  two  guns.     At  the  foot  of  the  flairs  is  the 
bafon;  where  fliipping  take  in  water.     Tv/o  tanks   are  alfo  appro- 
priated to  this  purpofe,  near  the  Eight-gun  baflion,  having  a  con- 
nexion with  the  grand  aquedudt.  '^'^  ;jri)"- 
aoiaqm;  drqcvl  li: 
lij  the  new  Mole  there  is  depth  of  water  fafhcient  for  a  ihlp  6f  the 
line  to  lie  along-fide  the  wharf,  and  heave  down.     At  the  mole-head 
is  a  circular  battery  for  heavy  metal,  joined  to  the  New-mole* fdf^"'^ 
by  a  ftrong  wall,  fraifed;  having  a  banquet  for  mufquetry,  with"^ 
two  embrafu-res  opening  towards  the  bay.    This  mole,  vv'ith  the  old- 
mole  at  Waterport,   were  built  for  the  accommodation  of  trading- 
veflels  :  the  former  however  is  generally  occupied   by  men  of  war  *?' 
and  the  latter,    not  having  more  than  fix- feet  at  low  water,  only^" 
admits  fmall  craft  to  the  wharfs  :   merchantmen  of  large  burthen  are 
obliged  therefore  to  anchor  about  half  or  three  quarters  of  a  mile- 
from  Waterport,  in  {even  or  eight  ftthoms.     But  in  time  of' war 
this  anchorage  is  commanded  by  the  Spanifh  forts  :   they  are  confe- 
quently,    in  cafe  of  a  rupture  with  Spain,  under   the  necefiity  of 
removing  to  the  fouthward  of  the  New  mole,  where  the  ground  is  fo 
rocky  and  foul,  that  they  ai-e  often  in  imrninent  d-anger  durino-  the 
ftrong  foutherly  v/inds.     From  the  New-mole  fort,    to  the  north 
end  of  Pvolia  bay,   the  rock  is  difficult  of  accefs ;  neverthelefs  a 
parapet  is  continued,  and  batteries  are  erefted,  as  fituations  dilate. 
Ths  works  at  Rofia  are  ftroag,  and  adl  as  flanks  to  each  other. 
They  are  clcfe  along  the  beach,  which  is  low,  and  have  a  retired 
battery  of  eight  guns  in  their  rear» 

The 
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The  Rock  continues  to  afcend  from  the  fouth  point  of  Rofia 
Bay,  by  Parfon's  Lodge   (behind  which,  upon  an  eminence,  is  a 
n&v^hzXXs.x'j,  enharbet,  on  traverfmg  carriages)  to  Camp-gi^ard,  and 
Buena  Vifta  ;  fo  called  from  the  beautiful  profpedt  of  the  bay,  and 
neighbouring  kingdoms  of  Barbary  and  Spain,  which  is  there  pre- 
fented  to  a  fped:ator.     A  line  wall  is  raifed,  notwithflanding  the 
rock  being  inacceflibie,    with  cannon  at   different  diftances.     At 
Buena  Vifta  there  are  feveral   guns    en   barbet,   which  have  great 
command  ;  and  the  hill  towards  Europa  is  flightly  fortified,  which 
gives  it   the  appearance,    at   a  diftance,  of  an  old  caftle  repaired. 
The  rock  then  defcends  by  the  Devil's  Bowling-green,  io  named 
from  the  irregularity  of  its   furface,  to  Little  Bay.     At  this  poft, 
which   is    totally   furrounded    with   precipices,    there  is   a   barbet 
batterv,  flanking  the  works  to  the  New  mole  :   thence  the  rock  con- 
tinues naturally  fteep  for  a  confiderable  diftance,  when  the  line-wall 
and  batteries  recommence,  and  extend  in  an  irregular  manner  to 
Europa  Point,  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  garrifon,  though  not 
the  fouthern  point  of  Europe.     The  rock  from  this  point  is  regu- 
larly perpendicular  to  Europa  advance,  where  a  few  batteries,    and 
a  poft  at  the  Cave-guard,  terminate  the  works.     The  fortifications 
along  the  fea-line  at  Europa  do  not  however  conftitute  the  principal 
ftrength  of  that  part  of  the  garrifon.     The  retired  and  inacceflibie 
lines  of  Windmill  Hill  have  great  command,  and  being  fituated 
within  mufquet-fhot  of  the  fea,  are  very  formidable,  and  of  great 
confequence  in  that  quarter. 

The  preceding  defcription,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  fufiiciently  expla- 
natory, with  the  afliftance  of  the  annexed  Engravings ;  which, 
though  the  fcale  of  the  garrifon -plan,  for  obvious  reafons,  is  very 
minute,  will  yet  point  out  the  improvements  that  have  been  made 
within  thefe  few  years.  The  new  baftions  on  the  fea-line  were 
planned,  and  executed,  by  and  under  the  diredion  of  the  prefent 

Chief 
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Chief  Engineer,  Major-general  Green.  Lieutenant-general  Sir 
Robert  Boyd,  K.  B.-'-  laid  the  foundation-ftone  of  the  King's  baftion, 
in  the  abfence  of  General  Cornwallis,  the  governor.  The  garrifon 
alfo  underwent  confiderable  alterations  whilft  he  commanded :  Wind- 
mill Hill  was  fortified,  and  other  changes  were  effedled  at  the  fouth- 
ward.  The  improvements  on  the  northern  front  were  carried  on 
under  the  diredtion  of  Sir  George  Auguftus  Eliott,  K.  B.  fince  he 
v/as  appointed  to  the  government.  The  communication,  or  gallery 
leading  to  St.  George's  Hall,  above  Farringdon's  battery ;  Queen's- 
lines  battery,  and  communication  ;  two  works  of  the  fame  nature, 
which  extend  under  the  Queen's  battery,  Willis's,  and  in  the  rock 
above  Prince  of  Hefle's  ballion ;  are  all  io  lingularly  contrived,  and 
of  fo  formidable  a  nature,  that  all  Jire^  attacks  by  land,  hence- 
forward, may  be  confidered  as  quixotifm  and  infanity. 

Before  the  interior  part  of  the  place  is  defcribed,  it  v/ill  not  be 
improper  to  conclude  the  defcription  of  its  outer  v/orks,  by  infertin^- 
an  abftrad  of  the  guns,  howitzers,  and  mortars,  mounted  upon  the 
different  batteries.  The  original,  from  which  this  was  copied,  was 
taken  in  the  beginning  of  March,   ^y^S' 
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Total  ferviceable  in  the  garrifon,  663  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  Town  is  built  on  a  bed  of  red  fand,  fimilar  to  thofe  emi- 
ninences  without  South  port,  which  originally  extended  from  Land- 
port  to  the  foot  of  the  afcent  to  the  fouth  barracks.     The  buildings, 

before. 

*  See  page  2900 
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before  the  town  was  deftroyed  in  the  late  fiege,  were  compofed  of 
different  materials,  principally  of  tapia  j*  though,  fince  the  Englifh 
have  been  in  poffeflion  of  Gibraltar,  many  have  been  built  of  th& 
rock-ilone,  plaftered,  and  painted  on  the  outfide,  to  break  the 
powerful  rays  of  the  fun,  which  otherwife  would  be  too  glaring, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  eyes.  The  modern  houfes  were  in  general 
covered  with  tiles ;  but  the  flat  terraced  roofs  remained  in  thofe 
eredled  by  the  Spaniards,  and  in  fome,  the  mirandas  or  towers,' 
whence  the  inhabitants,  v/ithout  removing  from  home,  had  a  beau- 
tiful and  extenfive  profpeft  of  the  neighbouring  coafts. 

Of  the  buildings  that  are  moll  deferving  notice,  the  old  Moorifli 
caftle  is  the  moft  confpicuous.  This  antique  ftrudture  is  fituated 
on  the  north- weft  fide  of  the  hill,  and  originally  confifted  of  a  triple 
wall,  the  outer  inclofure  defcending  to  the  water's  edge :  but  the 
lower  parts  have  long  fince  been  removed,  and  the  Grand  Battery 
and  Water-Dort  fortifications  erefted  on  their  ruins  ;  and  the  firft, 
or  upper  wall,  would  long  ago  have  fhared  the  fame  fate,  had  it  not 
been  found  of  fervice  in  covering  the  town  from  the  Ifthmus,  in  cafe 
of  a  fiege.  The  walls  ftanding  at  prefent  form  an  oblong  fquare, 
afcending  the  hill,  at  the  upper  angleof  which  is  the  principal  tower, 
where  the  Governor  or  Alcaide  formerly  refided.  The  ruins  of  a 
Moorifli  mofque,  or  place  of  worflilp,  can  be  traced  within  the 
walls ;  as  alfo  a  neat  morifque  court,  and  refervoir  for  water  :  but 
the  latter  cannot,  without  great  difficulty,  be  difcovered  by  a  ftranger. 
A  large  tower  on  the  fouth-eaft  wall  has  long  been  converted  into  a 
magazine  for  powder ;  and  in  different  places  quarters  were  fitted  up, 
before  the  late  fiege,  for  officers  and  two  companies  of  foldiers.  This 
caftle  v/as  eredted,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  by  the  Saracens  or 

Moors, 


•  A  cement  confifting  of  mortar  made  of  fand,  lime,  and  fmall  pebbles,  which  being  well 
tempered,  and  wrought  together  in  a  frame,  acquires  great  ftiength  andfolidity. 
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Moors,  on  their  firft  invading  Spain;  and  the  prefent  venerable 
remains  are  inconteftable  proofs  of  its  magnificence,  whilft  it  con- 
tinued in  their  pofleffion. 

The  other  principal  buildings  are  the  Convent,  or  Governor's 
quarters  ;  the  Lieut.  Governor's  houfe,  Vi'hich  is  a  modern  flrudlure; 
the  Admiralty-houfe,  formerly  a  monaflery  of  white  friars  ;  the 
S.oldiejs  barracks^  Viftualling-office,  and  Store-houfe.  Beiides  thefe, 
there  •  are  the  Spanifli  church,  the  Atarafana,  or  galley-houfe,  and 
fome  other  buildings,  formerly  of  note,  but  now  in  ruins  from  the 
fire  of  the  Spaniards  during  the  late  fiege. 

,.  At  the  fouthward,  are  the  South  Barracks  and  the  Navy  Hofpital. 
The  former  a  flately  building,  delightfully  fituated,  with  a  parade  in 
front,  and  two  pavilions  detached ;  the  whole  capable  of  quartering 
1 200  men,  and  officers  proportionate.  The  latter  a  capacious  pile, 
well  adapted  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended  :  it  has  an 
area  in  the  center,  with  piazzas  and  a  gallery  above,  by  which  the 
fick  may  enjoy  the  fun,  or  fhade,  as  they  think  proper  :  there  are 
apartments  for  1000  men,  with  pavilions  at  each  wing  for  the 
accommodation  and  convenience  of  the  furgeons  and  their  atten- 
dants. This  hofpital  was  originally  ered:ed  for  the  navy,  in  cafe  a 
Britifh  fleet  fhould  be  ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  but,  on  the 
Spaniards  bombarding  the  town  in  1781,  the  Governor  removed 
into  it  the  fick  of  the  garrifon.  At  fome  diftance,  in  the  front  of  the 
barracks,  are  two  powder-magazines,  in  which  the  fupplies  from 
England  are  ufually  depofited,  before,  they  are  diftributed  to  the 
other  magazines.  Thefe  laft  conclude  the  chief,  I  might  fay  almoft 
the  only  buildings  remaining  on  the  rock  after  the  late  fiege ;  and 
their  prefervation  was  owing  to  their  being  kept  in  conflant  repair 
by  w<M-kmen  purpofely  appointed  for  that  duty. 

F  Besides 
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Besides  the  remains  of  MGorifli  archite<3:ure  v/hich  have  already- 
been  mentioned,  the  following  have  been  efteemed  not  unworthy 
of  notice.  Within  the  town  we  find  the  Galley-houfe,  and  part 
of  the  Spanifh  church  -,  alfo  the  Bomb-houfe,  adjoining  the  line- 
wall  :  and  at  the  fouthward,  ruins  of  Moorifh  buildings  are  dif- 
cernible  on  Windmill-hill,  and  atEuropa.  The  former  are  fituated 
on  an  eminence,  but  no  antiquarian  can  determine  to  what  ufe 
they  were  appropriated :  fome  are  of  opinion  they  were  burying- 
vaults  for  perfons  of  rank  j  others  fuppofe  them  a  prifon  ;  whilft, 
in  the  garrifon,  the  whole  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Inquifition..  At  Europa,  oppofite  the  guard-houfe,  may  be  traced 
the  remains  of  a  building  erected  by  the  Moors,,  but  ufed  by  the 
Spaniards  as  a  chapel,  and  called  Nueftra  Senora  del  Europa.  Along 
the  water's  edge,  without  the  fortification,  are  alio  feveral  ruins, 
of  Moorifh.  walls;  and  towards  Europa  advance  is  a  Moorifli  b.ath,, 
called  by  the  garrifon,  the  Nuns  well.  It  is  funk  eight  feet  deep  in.. 
the  rock,  is  72  feet  long,  and,  42  feet  broad,  aad,  to  preferve  the 
water,  has  an  axched  roof,  fupported  by  pillars.  To  the  left  of  this- 
bath  is  a  cave,  under  Windmill-hill,  known  by  the  name  of  Beef- 
fleak  cave ;  which  was  a  common  refidence  for  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants,, during  the  late  fiege. 

The  hiU  abounds  in  cavities,  that  ferve  as  receptacles  fbr  the 
rain.  None,  however,  is  fo  Angular  and  worthy  of  notice  as 
St.  George's  cave,  on  the  fide  of  the  bill,  in  a  line  with  the  fouth 
barracks,  about  1 1 00  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  At  the  entrance 
are  the  remains  of  a  ftrong  wall.  The  mouth  is  only  five  feet 
wide  J  but  on  defcending  a  flope  of  ezrth,  it  widens  confiderably; 
and,,  with  the  afiiftance  of  torches,  the  openings  of  feveral  fmaller 
igaves  are  difcovered.  The  outer  cave  is  about  200  feet  long,  and, 
00  broad»  The  top  appears  to  be  fupported  by  pillars  of  vail 
Eiagnitude,  formed  by  the  perpetual  droppings  of  petrifying  water,, 

th.e 
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ithe  whole  bearing  great  refemblance  to  the  infide  of  a  gloomy 
Gothic  cathedral. 

The  feveral  gradations  in  the  progrefs  of  thefe  petrifadtions  are 
eafily  difcovered.  In  fome  may  be  obferved  fmall  capitals,  defcend- 
ing  from  the  roof,  whilft  proportionable  bafes  rife  underneath  : 
others  again  are  formed  of  very  fmall  diameter  ;  and  a  third  clafs, 
immenfely  large,  feem  to  fupport  the  roof  of  this  wonderful  cavern. 
Few  ftrangers  vifit  Gibraltar  but  are  condudled  to  view  this  cave ; 
and  numbers,  with  the  aflillance  of  ropes  and  torches,  have  attempted 
to  explore  the  depth;  however,  after  defcending  about  500  feet, 
they  have  been  obliged  to  return,  by  the  grofs  vapours  which  iffued 
from  beneath.  It  was  in  this  cave  that  the  Spaniards  concealed 
themfelves  in  the  fiege  of  1727,  when  a  party  of  them,  unperceived, 
got  into  the  garrifon,  at  the  Cave-guard,  near  Europa  advance, 
but  afterwards  failed  in  their  enterprife. 

There  are  feveral  other  caves  on  different  parts  of  the  hill, 
in  which  the  water  pofleffes  the  fame  petrifying  qualities.  One 
under  Middle-hill,  called  Pocoroca,  was  fitted  up,  previous  to  the 
bombardment,  for  the  Governor's  reception  ;  but  was  afterwards 
Converted  into  a  powder-magazine,  being  very  convenient  for  the 
batteries  on  the  heights. 

Amongst  the  natural  curiofities  of  Gibraltar,  the  petrified 
bones,  found  in  the  cavities  of  the  rocks,  have  greatly  attradted 
the  attention  of  the  curious.  Thefe  bones  are  not  found  ia 
one  particular  part,  but  have  been  difcovered  in  various  places 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  each  other.  From  the  rocks 
near  Rofia  bay,  (without  the  line-wall)  great  quantities  of  this 
curious  petrifadtion  have  been  colledled,  and  fent  home  for  the 
infpeftion  of  naturalifts.     Some  of  the  bones  are  of  large  diameter ; 
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and,  being  broken  with  the  rock,  the  marrow  is  eafily  to  be  diflin- 
guiihed.  Colonel  James,  in  his  defcription  of  Gibraltar,  mentions- 
an  entire  human  fkeleton  being  difcovered  in  the  folid  rock,  at 
the  Prince's  lines  ;  which  the  miner  blew  to  "pieces  :  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  late  blockade,  a  party  of  miners,  forming  a  cave 
at  Upper  All's-well,  in  the  lines,  produced  feveral  bones  that  were 
petrified  to  the  rock,  and  appeared  to  have  belonged  to  a  large- 
bird  :  being  prefent  at  the  time,  I  procured  feveral  fragments  ;  but 
in  the  bombardment  of  1781,  they  were  deilroyed  with  other 
fimilar  curiofities. 

The  hill  is  remarkable  for  the  number  of  apes  about  its  fummic, 
which  arc  faid  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  Spain.  They 
breed  in  inacceffible  places,  and  frequently  appear  in  large  droves, 
with  their  young  on  their  backs,  on  the  weftern  face  of  the  hill.  It 
is  imagined  they  were  originally  brought  from  Barbary  by  the 
Moors,  as  a  fimilar  fpecies  inhabit  Mons  Abyla,  which,  on  that 
account,,  is  generally  called  Ape's-hill.  Red-legged  partridges  are 
often  found  in  coveys  :  woodcocks  and  teal  are  fometimes  feen  y  and: 
wild  rabbits  are  caught  about  Europa  and  Windmill-hill.  The 
garrifon-orders  forbid  ofiicers  to  ilioot  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the 
rock;  parties  however  often  go  in  boats  round  Europa  point  to  kill 
wild  pigeons,  which  are  numerous  in  the  caves. 

Eagles  and  vultures  annually  vifit  Gibraltar  from  Barbary,  in 
their  way  to  the  interior  parts  of  Spain.  The  former  breed  in 
the  craggy  parts  of  the  rock,  and,  with  the  hawk,  are  often  feen 
towe;:ing  round  its  fummit.  Mofchetoes  are  exceedingly  trouble- 
fome  towards  the  clofe  of  fummer ;  and  locufts  are  fometimes 
found.  The  fcorpion,  centipes,  and  other  venomous  reptiles, 
abound  amongft  the  rocks  and  old  buildings  j    and  the  harmlefs 
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green  lizard,  and  fnake,  are  frequently  caught  by  the  foldiers, 
who,  after  drawing  their  teeth,  treat  them  with  every  mark  of 
fondnefs. 

With  regard  to  the  climate  of  Gibraltar,  the  inhabitants  breathe 
a  temperate  and  wholefome  air,  for  moft  part  of  the  year.  The 
fummer  months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  are  excelTively  warm, 
with  a  perpetual  ferene  and  clear  flcy  :  the  heat  is  however  allayed, 
in  a  great  meafure,  by  a  conftant  refrefhing  breeze  from  the  fea, 
which  ufually  iets  in  about  ten  in  the  forenoon,  continuing  till 
almofl  fun-fet ;  and,  from  its  invigorating  and  agreeable  coolnefs, 
is  emphatically  called  the  Dodtor.  The  cold  in  winter  is  not  fo 
exceffive  as  in  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  country.  Snow  falls 
but  feldom,  and  ice  is  a  rarity :  yet  the  Grenadian  mountains  in 
Spain,  and  the  lofty  mountains  in  Africa,  have  fnow  lying  on  them 
for  feveral  months.  Heavy  rains,  high  winds,  and  mofi:  tremendous 
thunder,  with  dreadfully-vivid  lightning,  are  the  attendants  on 
December  and  January.  The  rain  then  pours  down  in  torrents  from 
the  hill,  and,  defcending  with  great  rapidity,  often  choaks  up  the 
drains  with  large  ftones  and  rubbilli,  and  fometimes  does  great 
injury  to  the  works ;  but  thefe  ftorms  never  are  of  long  duration: 
the  fl<y  foon  clears  up  ;  the  heavy  clouds  difperfe ;  the  chearing  fun 
appears,  and  fufficiently  compenfates  for  the  horrors  of  the  precedin'j- 
night.  It  is  during  this  feafon  that  the  water  that  ferves  the  garrifon 
for  the  enfuing  fummer  is  collefted.  The  aqueduct,  which  con- 
dudls  it  to  the  Fountain  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  is  extremely  v/ell 
executed;  and  was  confl:ru(5led  by  a  Jefuit,  when  the  Spaniards 
were  in  pOiTeffion  of  Gibraltar.  It  is  ereded  againft  the  bank  of 
fand,  without  South  port,  beginning  to  the  fouthward  of'  the 
eight-gun  baftion,  and,  colleding  the  rain-water  that  filters  through 
the  fand,    conduds  it   to  the   South    port,    and    thence    to   the 
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Fountain.     The  water,    thus  ftrained  and  pprified,  is  remarkably 
clear  and  wholefome. 

The  appearance  of  the  rock  is  barren  and  forbidding ;  as  few 
trees  or  fhrubs,  excepting  palmettos,  are  to  be  {ecu  on  the  face  of 
the  hill  :  yet  it  is  not  entirely  deftitute  of  vegetation  ;  wild  herbs, 
of  different  kinds,  fpring  up  in  the  interftices  of  the  rocks,  when 
the  periodical  rains  fet  in,  and  afford  fome  trifling  nourifhment  to 
the  bullocks,  flieep,  and  goats,  that  browfe  upon  the  hilL  The 
firff  rains  generally  fall  in  September,  or  Odlober,  and  continue 
at  intervals,  to  refrefli  the  garrifon  till  April  or  May.  When  they 
ceafe,  and  the  powerful  rays  of  the  fun  have  withered  the  little 
verdure  that  appeared  on  the  hill,  nothing  offers  to  the  eye  bat 
fharp  uncouth  rocks,  and  dried  palmetto  bufhes.  The  foil  colledled 
in  the  low  ground  is  however  extremely  rich  and  fertile,  producing 
variety  of  fruits  and  vegetables.  Colonel  James,  in  his  elaborate 
hiflory  of  Gibraltar,  enumerates  no  lefs  than  300  different  herbs, 
which  are  to  be  found  on  various  parts  of  the  rock.  Gibraltar 
confequently  muft  be  an  excellent  field  of  amufement  to  a  botanifl. 

The  garrifon,  before  the  blockade  of  1779,  was  chiefly  fupplied 
with  roots  and  garden-fluff  from  the  gardens  on  the  neutral  ground, 
which,  being  on  a  flat,  could  almofl  conftantly  (even  in  fummer) 
be  kept  in  a  ftate  of  vegetation.  The  proprietors  of  thefe  gardens 
were  obliged  totally  to  relinquifh  them  when  the  Spaniards  erefted 
their  advanced  works;:  from  that  period  General  Eliott  encouraged 
cultivation  within  his  own  limits,  by  every  poffible  indulgence. 
Many  plots  at  the  fouthward  were  inclofed  with  walls,  the  ground 
cleared  of  flones  and  rubbifli,  and  foil  colledted  from  other  parts  : 
fo  that  with  affiduity  and  perfeverance,  after  fome  time,  the  produce, 
during  the  winter  feafon,  was  fo  increafed  as  to  be  almofl  equal  to 
the  confumption  j  and  probably,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  the 
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garrlfon  may  be  totally  independent,  in  this  article,  of  any  affiftance 
from  the  neighbourhood. 

GifeRALTA'R,  by  being  nearly  furrounded  by  the  lea,  is  exceed- 
ingly well  fupplied  with  lifh  :  the  John-doree,  turbot,  foal,  falmon, 
hake,  rock-cod,  mullet,  and  ranger,  with  great  variety  of  lefs. 
note,,  are  caught  along  thcfSpanifh  fhore,  and  in  different  parts  of 
the  bay^  Mackarel  are  alfo  taken  in  vafl  numbers  during  the 
feafon,  and  ihell-fifh.  are  fometimes  brought  from  the  neighbouring 
parts. — The  Moors,  in  time  of  peace,  fupply  the  garrifon  with 
ox-beef,  mutton,  veal,  and  poultry,  on  moderate  terms ;  and  from 
Spain  they  procure  pork,  which  is  remarkable  for  its  fweetnefs  and 
flavour.  Fruits  of  all  kinds,  fuch  as  melons,  oranges,  green  figs, 
grapes,  pomegranates,  &c.  are  brought  in  abundance  from  Barbary 
and  Portugal ;  and  the  beft  wines  are  drank  at  very  reafonable 
prices. 

The  prefent  military  eftablifhment*  of  Gibraltar  confifts  of  fix. 
companies  of  artillery,  eight  regiments  of  thfe:  line,  and  a  company 
of  artificers,  commanded  by  engineers  ;  compofing  an  army  of  near 
4000  men,  officers  included.  Before  the  late  bombardment,  the 
troops  were  quartered  in  the  barracks  at  the  fouthward,  and  in 
quarters  fitted  up  out  of  the  old  Spanish  buildings  in  town.  The 
officers  were  diftributed  in  the  fame  manner;  but  in  cafe  of  rein- 
forcements, and  that  government  quarters  were  not  fufficient  for 
their  accommodation,  billet-money  was  allowed  in  proportion  to- 
rank,  and  the  officers  hired  lodgings  from  the  inhabitants. 

The  regiments,  on  their  arrival  in  the  garrifon,  are  entitled  to 
fait  provifions  from  the  ftores,  in  the  following  proportion.  One 
latioa  for  each  ferjeant,  corporal,    drummer  and  private,  confift- 

ing 

*  ifi  of  January,  1785. 


40  HISTORY    OF    THE    LATE 

ing.of  71b.  of  bread,  delivered  twice  a  week,  beef  2lb.  8  oz.  pork 
lib.   butter  10  oz.   peafe  half  a  gallon,   and  groats  3  pints  :   every 
commiflioned  and  warrant  officer,  under  a  Captain,    receives  tv/o 
rations,  a  Captain  three,  a  Major  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  four,  a 
Colonel  fix.     In  times  of  profound  peace,  officers  generally  receive 
a  compenfation  in  money  for  their  provifions,  or  difpofe  of  them 
to  the  Jews,    of  whom  there  are  great  numbers  in  the  garrifon, 
who  are  always  ready   to  purchafe,  or  take  them  in  barter.     The 
troops  are  paid  in  currency,  which,  let  the  exchange  of  the  gar- 
rifon  be  above  or  below  par,  never  varies  to  the  non-commiffioned 
and  privates.     A  ferjeant  receives  weekly,  as  full  garrifon-pay,  one 
dollar,  fix  reals,  equal  to  nine-pence  fterling,  per  diem  ;  a  corporal, 
and  drummer,  one  dollar,  one  real,    and  five  quartils,  in  fterling 
about  fix-pence,  per  dmn ;  and  a  private,  feven  reals,  or  four-pence 
half-penny    fterling,   per   diem.     Officers   receive   their   fubfifi:ence 
according  to  the  currency  :  thirty-fix  pence  j&^r  dollar  is /',^r.   During 
the  late  bombardment,  the  exchange,  for  a  confiderable  time,  was 
as  high  as  forty-two  pence,  by  which  thofe  gentlemen   who  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  drawing  for  their  pay,  lofi:  fix-pence  in  every 
three  fhillings  ;  and  it  feldom  was  lower  than  forty  pence  whilfi:  the 
fiege  continued.     The  coins  current  in  Gibraltar  are  thofe  ufed  in 
Spain.     All  accounts  are  kept  in  dollars,  reals,  and  quartils :  the 
two  former,  like  the  pound  fi:erling,  are  imaginary ;  the  latter  is  a 
copper  coin. 

The  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  formed  by  the  headlands  of  Cabrita  and 
Europa  Points,  is  'commodious,  and  feems  intended  by  nature  to 
command  the  Straits :  there  are  opportunities,  however,  when  a 
fleet-may  pafs  unobferved  by  the  garrifon;  for  fuch  is  the  impene- 
trable thicknefs  of  the  mifi:s,  which  ufually  prevail  during  the 
eafterly  winds,  that  many  fhips  have  baffled  the  vigilance  of  the 
cruifers,  and  gone  through  unnoticed  :  the  fouth-wefterly  winds, 
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particularly  at  the  equinox,  are  alfo  often  attended  with  fuch  thick 
and  rainy  weather,  that  veflels  have  palTed  through  and  got  into  the 
Bay  without  being  feen. 

Since  Gibraltar  has  been  In  the  pofleffion  of  the  Englifli,  the 
Spaniards  have  erected,  in  different  parts  of  the  Bay,  feveral  batteries 
and  forts  for  the  protedtion  of  their  fmall  craft  in  war,  and  to 
prevent  their  coafl  from  being  annoyed.  At  Cabrita,  which  Is  a 
bold  rocky  point,  are  a  barbet-battery  and  watch-tower,  whence, 
during  the  blockade,  fignals  of  flags  by  day,  and  lights  at  night, 
were  made  to  inform  the  Spanifli  cruifers  at  Algeziras,  &c.  of  the 
approach  of  any  veffel  towards  the  Bay.  Thefe  watch-towers 
are  diftributed,  at  fliort  diflances,  along  the  coafl:  for  a  confiderable 
extent,  to  alarm  the  country,  in  cafe  of  a  vifit  from  the  Algerines, 
or  when  any  other  extraordinary  circumftance  happens.  To  the 
northward  of  Cabrita  are  two  others,  with  a  fort  at  the  northern- 
moft  tower,  which  is  called  San  Garcia  :  the  point  on  which  the 
latter  are  erected,  projects,  with  a  long  reef  of  dangerous  llioals  and 
rocks,  confiderably  into  the  Bay.  The  town  and  illand  of  Algeziras, 
with  their  batteries,  then  appear  In  view, 

Algeziras  lies  oppofite  to  Gibraltar,  about  51-  miles  acrofs  the 
Bay ;  and,  fince  the  late  fiege,  has  greatly  increafed  in  confequence 
and  wealth.  The  town  was  built  and  fortified  by  the  Saracens 
about  the  year  714,  two  years  after  their  eftablifhment  at  Gibraltar. 
It  is  remarkable  for  being  the  place  where  thofe  invaders  firft  dif- 
embarked,  v/hen  they  fo  rapidly  overturned  the  Gothic  empire  In 
Spain ;  and,  as  well  as  Gibraltar,  was  erected  to  preferve  a  com- 
munication with  Africa.  Whilll  the  Moors  maintained  their 
conquefts,  it  confequently  became  a  city  of  great  importance  and 
flrength.  We  find,  during  the  fuccellive  wars  which  took  place 
between  the  Moors  and  the  Spaniards,    Algeziras  was  frequently 
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befleged  by  the  kings  of  Caftile  ;  and,  when  Gibraltar  lb  eafily  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Chriftians  in  1310,  this  city  refilled  all  their 
efforts.  At  length,  after  a  mofi:  obftinate  fiege  in  1344,  Algeziras 
was  compelled  to  furrender  to'  the  vidorious  arms  of  Alonzo  XI. 
The  fiege  continued  twenty  months,  and  moft  of  the  potentates  in 
Europe  interefled  themfelves  in  the  event,  by  fending  fuccours  to 
the  Chriftian  befiegers.  The  Englilh,  under  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
cafter,  the  Earls  of  Derby,  Leicefter,  Salilbury,  and  Lincoln, 
particularly  diflinguiflied  themfelves  by  their  gallantry  and  condud: 
during  this  memorable  contefl.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
cannon  are  faid  to  have  been  firll  made  ufe  of  in  this  fiege,  by  the 
Moors  againfl  the  afifailantSj  and  the  Englifh,  profiting  by  the 
knowledge  gained  on  this  occafion,  afterwards  ufed  them  at  the 
glorious  battle  of  Creffy.  The  Spaniards  continued  mafters  of 
the  town  till  1369,  when  the  Moors  of  Grenada  furprifed  the  city;. 
butbeing  unable  to  retain  it,  they  demolifiied  the  works,  and  carried 
away  the  inhabitants  captives. 

Whilst  the  Moors  kept  poifeSon  of  Gibraltar,  v/hich  was  now 
in  its  turn  become  a  city  of  importance,  the  Spaniards  never 
attempted  to  rebuild  Algeziras  ;  and  flill  lefs  did  they  efleem  it  an 
objedt  worthy  their  attention,  after  Gibraltar  fell  into  their  hands. 
The  town,  therefore,  remained  in  ruins  and  defolate,  excepting  a 
few  fifhermen's  huts,  till  the  Spaniards,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  thought  proper,  after  the  ceflion  of  Gibraltar  to 
Great-Britain,  to  repeople  and  fecure:  it  by  a  few  batteries  towards 
the  fea,  which  alfo  might  occafionally  prote£t  their  cruifers  in. 
time  of  v/ar.  Since  that  period,  from  the  conirant  intercourfe  and 
trade  between  it  and  Gibraltar,  Algeziras  is  become  a  tov»'n  of 
feme  confequence  and  wealth  j.  and,  as  a  late  writer  has  juilly 
exprelTed,  "  like  a  phoenix,  has  rifea  out  of  its  own  allies,  after 
**  being  for  ages  in  ruins.", 

The 
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The  New  Town  is  built  to  the  northward  of  the  old  city, 
(whofe  venerable  ruins  ftill  remain)  and  is  defended  to  the  fouth- 
ward  by  a  battery  of  nine  or  ten  guns,  erected  on  an  ifland  fome 
diftance  from  the  fhore.  To  the  northward  of  the  town  is 
another  battery  of  fix  guns^  and  a  little  farther,  on  an  eminence, 
one  of  22,  which  was  raifed  by  Admiral  Barcelo,  when  he  was 
apprehenfive  of  an  attack  from  Sir  George  Rodney  in  1780. 
Between  the  ifland  and  the  town,  fmall  craft  find  tolerable  Ibel- 
.  ter ;  but  fhips  of  war,  or  of  large  burthen,  anchor  to  the  north- 
ward. The  lands  round  the  town  are  of  late  miich  cultivated, 
and,  with  the  fl-iipping,  form,  in  the  fpring,  a  pleafantly-variegated 
and  beautiful  prolped:  to  a  fpe<fl:ator  at  Gibraltar.  A  detachment  or 
regiment  of  infantry  is  conllantly  on  duty  here,  who,  with  thofe  of 
the  Spanifh  lines  and  neighbourhood,  are  under  the  command  of 
the  commandant  at  St.  Roque. 

To  THE  northward  of  Algeziras  are  the  rivers  Palmones  and  Gua- 
daranque  :  the  former  is  the  broader  and  deeper  of  the  two,  and  was 
the  principal  retreat  of  the  Spanifh  gun  and  mortar  boats,  when 
they  w^anted  repairs,  after  bombarding  the  garrifon.  Admiral 
Barcelo  in  this  river  alfo  prepared  the  fire-fhips  he  fent  over  in 
June  1780.  On  the  eaft  banks  of  the  Guadaranque,  near  Rocadillo 
Point,  where  there  is  a  fmall  fort  and  tower,  are  the  venerable  ruins 
of  the  once  famous  city  of  Carteia.  This  celebrated  place, 
fcarcely  a  flone  of  which  is  now  left  to  inform  pofterity  where  it 
flood,  is  reported  to  have  been  built  by  the  Phenicians,  in  the  firfl  ages 
of  navigation,  when  thole  adventurers  viiited  the  extreme  parts  of  the 
then  known  world.  Hiflorians  mention  it  under  the  names  of 
Carteia,  Heraclia,  and  Calpe  Carteia.  When  the  Carthaginians 
became  a  powerful  nation,  and  aimed  at  the  fovereignty  of  Spain, 
Carteia  maintained  its  independence  for  fome  time,  till  Hannibal, 
according  to  Livy,    flormed  the  city,  and  demolifhed  mofl  of  its 
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works.  When  Scipio  obliged  the  Carthaginians  to  quit  Spain, 
Carteia  was  a  place  of  little  importance ;  but  the  Romans  finding 
it  a  convenient  ftation  for  their  navy,  the  city  was  increafed  with 
a  Roman  colony,  and  once  more  began  to  rife  into  fplendor  and 
magnificence.  After  the  memorable  battle  of  Munda,  Cneius 
Pompey  fled  to  Carteia,  but,  being  purfued,  was  obliged  to  leave 
it  precipitately.  As  the  Roman  Empire  declined,  fo  did  Carteia ; 
and  probably,  foon  after  the  irruption  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals, 
it  became  almoft  defolate  and  wafte.  On_  the  invafion  of  Spain  by 
the  Saracens,  that  nation  undoubtedly  difmantled  the  buildings  of 
this  famous  city  for  materials  to  eredt  Gibraltar  and  Algeziras.  The 
remains  of  a  quay  are  ftill  vifible,  with  fome  few  ruins  of  public 
buildings,  apparently  Roman;  and  the  country  peafants,  in  tilling  the 
ground,  often  find  various  antique  coins,  which  curious  antiquarians 
have  not  thought  unworthy  of  a  place  in  their  cabinets. 

Half  way  between  the  Guadaranque  and  the  garrifon,  is  another 
fort  and  tower,  called  Point  Mala,  or  Negro  Point,  to  the  north- 
ward of  which  is  the  inland  village  of  St.  Roque.  This  is  a  fmall 
infignificant  town,  though  delightfully  fituated,  at  about  five  miles 
diflance  from  Gibraltar.  It  was  built  by  the  Spaniards,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  century,  when  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar 
furrendered  to  Sir  George  Rooke.  The  Spanifh  Commandant  of 
the  Lines  generally  makes  it  his  refidence ;  and  during  the  late 
fiege,  under  the  Duke  de  Crillon,  the  Count  d'Artois,  and  the 
Duke  de  Bourbon,  had  apartments  in  the  town.  Previous  to  the 
war  of  1779  it  was  often  frequented  by  the  officers  from  Gibraltar  ^ 
and  in  the  fpring  and  fummer  feafons,  Britiih  families  refided  there 
for  feveral  months,  fome  for  the  benefit  of  their  health,  others 
for  pleafure.  The  combined  army,  during  the  late  fiege,  encamped 
on  the  plains  below  St.  Roque,  and  landed  all  their  ordnance, 
and  military  ftores,  a  little  to  the  weftward  of  Point  Mala,  near 
the  Orange-grove, 

I    CAN- 
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I  CANNOT  help  remarking  in  this  place,  that,  among  the  evils  of 
the  late  fiege,  the  Garrifon  have  to  regret  the  interruption  of  that 
friendly  intercourie,  w^hich  before  fubfifted  between  them  and  the 
neighbourhood,  and  which  is  now  prohibited  by  the  Spanifh  govern- 
ment. When  the  communication  was  free  and  unlimited  (except  in 
Doint  of  introducing  a  contraband  traffic  in  Spain)  the  flrifteft  inti- 
macy fubfifled  between  the  Britifh  military,  and  the  Spaniards  refident 
in  the  adjacent  villages.  Parties  were  reciprocally  viiiting  each  other, 
and  the  officers  constantly  making  excurfions  into  the  country. 
Thefe  excurfions,  with  others  to  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  (which  in 
the  feafon  fuperabounds  with  various  fpecies  of  game)  were  plealing 
relaxations  from  the  duties  of  the  garrifon,  and  rendered  Gibraltar 
as  eligible  a  ftation  as  any  to  which  a  foldier  could  be  ordered. 

"  On  the  whole — Whether  we  confider"  Gibraltar  as  commanding 
the  entrance  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  confequently  as  capable  of 
controuling  the  commerce  of  the  Europeans  with  the  Levant ;  or 
whether  we  confider  it  as  almoft  impregnable  by  nature,  and  confe- 
quently as  moil  fufceptible  of  the  improvements  of  art ;  its  fituation 
is,  perhaps,  more  fingular  and  curious  than  that  of  any  Ibrtrefs  in  the 
world.  Thefe  circumflances,  and  the  degree  of  confequence  which 
it  confers  on  its  poffeiTor,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Barbary  ftates,  have 
not  failed  to  excite  the  attention,  and  alarm  the  iuterefts,  of  mofi: 
maritime  nations  in  Europe ;  and,  with  the  multitude  at  leaft,  it 
has  always  been  an  ol3Jea  of  political  importance.  Politicians, 
however,  there  have  been,  of  no  inferior  rank,    who  have  thought 

O 

very  differently  of  its  value  and  utility.  On  this  delicate  fubject 
I  will  frankly  confefs  my  inability  to  decide.  I  ihall  therefore, 
without  further  apology,  leave  thefe  fpeculations  to  men  of  more 
leifure  and  experience ;  ssid  proceed  to  matters  better  adapted  to  my 
capacity  and  information. 

C  H  A  P- 
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CHAPTER      m. 

X^ommemnnent  of  the  war  in  1779,  between  Great -Britain  and  Spain. 

'■~-^State  of  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  at  that  period. — Ambiguous  con- 
du^  of  the  Spaniards, — Enemy  encamp  before  the  garrifon. — Form 
a  blockade. — Many  Inhabitants  leave  the  place.— Motions  of  the 
enemy. — FreB  additional  batteries  in  their  li?ies. — Fired  upon  from  the 
garrifon. — Co?itinue  their  operations. — Lofs  of  the  Peace  and  Plenty 
privateer. — Provifions  extremely  fcarce  in  the  garrifon  .-^Spirited 
behaviour  of  the  Buck  cutter  privateer. — Defcription  of  the  Straits. 
—^Fidelity  of  a  Moor. — Great  dlfrefs  in  the  garrifon. — Relieved 
by  fome  fortunate  occurrences.— ^Arrival  of  Sir  George  Rodney,  a7id 
the  Britijh  fleet . — Tetuan.— -Anecdote  of  Priitce  JFilliam-Henry, — 
Ceuta. — Departure  oj  the  fleet. 

Although  the  Spaniards  had  been  thrice  defeated  in  their 
attempts  to  recover  Gibraltar,  they  continued  to  view  that  garrilbn 
with  a  jealous  eye,  determined,  if  v^e  may  judge  from  their  late 
condudl,  to  feize  the  firft  eligible  opportunity  of  wrefling  it,  if 
poffible,  from  the  dominion  of  Great- Britain. 

The  war  of  1762  was  too  unexpected  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and 
condudled  with  too  great  fuccefs  by  the  Britiih  Minifler,  to  admit 
of  fuch  an  enterprife  as  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar.  The  period  was  not 
however  far  diflant,  when  the  conteft  between  Great-Britain  and 
her  Colonies,  feemed  to  promife  as  favourable  an  opportunity  as 
their  warmefi;  wifhes  could  haj/e  anticipated ;  particularly  when,  in 
addition  to  the  civil  war,  they  found  hoflilities  taking  place  between 
Great-Britain  and  France.     The  clofe  of  the  year  1777,  when  the 
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du^  oj the  Spaniards', —  'Enemy  encamp  before  the  garrifon. — For7n 
a  blockade. — Many  Inhabitants  leave  the  place  .—^Motions  of  the 
enemy. —  'Erect  additional  batteries  in  their  lines. — Fired  upon  from  the 
garrifon. — Continue  their  operations. — Ijofs  of  the  Peace  and  Plenty 
privateer. — Provifions  extremely  fcarce  in  the  garrifon  .-^—Spirited 
behaviour  of  the  Buck  cutter  privateer. — Defcription  of  the  Straits. 
—^Fidelity  of  a  Moor. — Great  difrefs  in  the  garrifon. — ■'Relieved 
by  fonie  fortunaJe  occurrences. — -Arrival  of  Sir  George  Bodiiey,  and 
the  Britijh fleet. — T^etuan.— -Anecdote  of  Pri?2ce  William-Henry, — 
Ceuta. — Departure  oj  the  fleet. 

Although  the  Spaniards  had  been  thrice  defeated  in  their 
attempts  to  recover  Gibraltar,  they  continued  to  view  that  garnlbn 
with  a  jealous  eye,  determined,  if  we  may  judge  from  their  late 
conduit,  to  feize  the  firfl  eligible  opportunity  of  vs^refting  it,  if 
poffible,  from  the  dominion  of  Great- Britain. 

The  war  of  1762  was  too  unexpected  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and 
conducted  with  too  great  fuccefs  by  the  Britifh  Minifter,  to  admit 
of  fuch  an  enterprife  as  the  liege  of  Gibraltar.  The  period  was  not 
however  far  diftant,  when  the  conteft  between  Great-Britain  and 
her  Colonies,  feemed  to  promife  as  favourable  an  opportunity  as 
their  warmeil  wifhes  could  have  anticipated ;  particularly  when,  in 
addition  to  the  civil  war,  they  found  hoftilities  taking  place  between 
Great-Britain  and  France.     The  clofe  of  the  year  1777,  when  the 
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news  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  firft  arrived  in  Europe,  was  1779 
the  period  which  they  embraced,  to  introduce  themfelves  into 
the  difpute.  HofliHties  had  then  been  carried  on  for  near  fix 
months  between  Great-Britain  and  France  :  Spain  therefore  judged 
the  opportunity  favourable  to  offer  her  mediation,  propofing  fuch 
an  arrangement  as  ihe  mufl  be  alTured  would  not  be  agreeable  to  the 
principal  belligerent  powers.  Great- Britain  had  no  fooner  refufed 
her  acquiefcence,  than  the  Court  of  Madrid  efpoufed  the  part  of 
France  ;  and,  on  the  1 6th  of  June,  1779,  the  Spanifli  AmbafTador, 
the  Marquis  d'Almodovar,  prefented  .to  the  Court  of  London  his 
hoffile  manifeflo,  . 

T'H  E  principal  defign  of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  in  entering 
into  this  war,  was  evidently  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar.  Before 
any  I'eply  was-  given  by  the  JBritiih  Miniilry  to  their  propofals 
for  a  pacification,  overtures  had  been  privately  made  to  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,,  to  farm  his  ports  at  Tetuan,  Tangier,  and 
Larache ;  by  which  means  Gibraltar  might  be  cut  off^  from  its 
principal  fupplies.  This  conduft  feemed  to  argue  a  confidence  that 
her.  terms  in  the  me.diation  would  be  refufed ;  and .  the.  confiderable 
depots  of  military  fcores,  which  were  coUedled  in  her  arfenals, 
undoubtedly  pointed  out,  that  the  fiege  of  that  garrifon  was  her  firft 
and  immediate  obje(^.  On  the  2 ill  of  June,  1779,  the  commu- 
nication between  Spain  and  Gibraltar  was. clofed,  by  an  order  from- 
Madrid. 

Two  days  previous  to  this  event.  General  Eliot t,  the  Gover- 
nor, accompanied  by  many  Field-officers  of  the  garrifon,  paid  a 
vifit  to  General  Mendoza,  the  Commandant  of  the  Spanifh  lines,  to 
congratulate  him  on  his  promotion.  Their  reception  at  St.  Roque 
was  far  from  agreeable ;  and  it  was  remarked  that  the  Spanifli 
General  appeared  embarraffed  during  their  flay,  v/hich  might  pro- 
ceed 
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ceed  from  his  knowledge  of  what  was  to  follow.  The  vlfit  was 
fhort,  and  the  Governor  had  fcarcely  returned  to  the  garrifon,  when 
Mr.  Logie,  his  Majefty's  Conful  in  Barbary,  arrived  from  Tangier 
in  a  Swedifh  frigate,  vnth.  certain  intelligence  of  the  intended  rup- 
ture between  Great-Britain  and  Spain.  Mr.  Logic's  information 
proceeded  from  a  Swedilh  brig,  which  on  her  paffage  to  Tangier 
had  fallen  in  with  the  French  fleet,  of  about  28  fail  of  the  line, 
off  Cape  Finifterre,  when  the  mafter  being  ordered  on  board  the 
Admiral,  M.  d'Orvilliers,  he  learned  that  they  had  been  cruifing 
for  fome  time  in  that  latitude,  expecting  the  junction  of  the  Spanifh 
fleet  from  Cadiz.  From  the  amicable  aflxirances  held  out  by  the 
Spaniards,  we  could  not  perfuade  ourfelves  in  the  garrifon  that  a 
rupture  was  fo  near ;  but  the  mail  from  the  garrifon  being  refufed 
on  the  2ifl:  of  June,  and  being  acquainted  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
intercourfe  between  Gibraltar  and  the  neighbourhood  was  no  longer 
to  be  permitted,  we  had  fuflicient  confirmation  of  Mr.  Logie's 
intelligence.  We  afterwards  learned,  that  the  courier,  who  brought 
from  Madrid  the  order  to  fhut  up  the  communication,  had  been 
detained  by  accidents  on  the  road ;  otherwife  it  was  not  impoflible 
that  he  might  have  arrived  during  General  Eliott's  vifit  at  St.  Roque. 

As  THE  Fortrefs  of  Gibraltar  after  this  event  became  a  little 
world  of  itfelf,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable,  to  commence  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Siege  with  a  ilate  of  the  troops  in  garrifon  at  that 
period,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  different  corps. 


General 
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General  G.  A.  ELIOTT,    Governor.  i77g, 

Lieutenant-General  R.  Boyd,  Lieutenant-Governor.  June. 

Major-General  De  la  Motte,  commanding  the  Hanoverian  Brigade. 

Rank 

Off.    Staff.     S.        D.      & 

File 

Artillery     .       .      .  25  .  o  .  17  .  15  .428  Col.  Godvvinj  Commandant  of  Artillery. 

I2th  Regiment         .  z6  .  3  .  29  .  22  .  519  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trigge. 

39th                          .  2^  .  4  .  29  .  22  .  506  Lieutenant-General  Boyd,  Major  Kelleti 

56th—— .  23  .  4  .  30  .  22  .  508  Major  Fancourt. 

58th                          .  25  .  3,.  29  .  22.  526  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cochrane. 

72dj  or  R.  M.  V.     .  29  .  4  .  47  .  22  .  944  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gledftanes. 

,  g  r  Hardenberg's  i6  .  13  .  42  .  14.  367  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hugo. 

g -2  ^  Reden's    .    .  15  .  12  .  42  .  14.361  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dachenhaufen. 

^  >  LDeLaMotte's  17  .  16  .  42  .  14.367  M.  G.  De  La Motte,  L.  Col.  Sclippergill. 

-,    ..         V-S.o.       6.       2.  106  Colonel  Green,  Chief  Engineer. 
Company  of  Artificers  J 

Total  Z09  .  59  .  313   .   169.4632 

Making  an  army  of  5382  men. 

On  the  communication  being  clofed,  a  council  of  war  was 
immediately  fummoned,  to  advife  concerning  the  meafures  to  be 
purfued  on  the  occafion.  Preparations  had  been  privately  made  for 
the  defence  of  the  garrifon,  when  intelligence  was  firft  received  of 
the  probability  of  a  war :  the  objedts  therefore  at  this  time  to  be 
confidered  were,  how  to  procure  conftant  fupplies  of  provifions 
from  Barbary,  and  in  what  manner  the  correfpondence  between 
England  and  Gibraltar  was  to  be  conduced.  Mr.  Logie's  prefence 
in  Barbary  was  very  effential  to  both  thefe  points  :  he  confequently 
returned  to  Tangier  on  tlae  zzd,  having  concerted  with  the  Governor 
proper  fignals,  by  which  he  might  communicate  intelligence  acrofs 
the  Straits.  Admiral  Duff  alfo,  on  the  2 2d,  removed  the  men  of 
war  under  his  command  from  their  ufual  anchorage,  off  Waterport 
(where  they  were  liable  to  be  annoyed  by  the  enemy's  forts),  to  the 
fouthward,  off  the  New  Mole.  His  force  at  that  time  confifted 
of  the  Panther,  of  60  guns,  Capt.  Harvey,  on  board  of  which  was 

H  the 
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1775,     the  flagj    three  frigates,    two  of  which  were  on  a  cruifej  and  a 
,i^    floopofwar. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  garrifbn  were  not  a  Httle  alarmed 
at  this  unexpefted  procedure  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Northern 
guards  were  reinforced,  and  the  piquets  cautioned  to  be  alert,  in 
cafe  of  alarm.  Land-port  barriers  were  fhut  j  and  an  artillery  officer 
ordered  to  Willis's  batteries,  to  obferve  the  movements  of  the  Enemj, 
and  protedl  the  Devil's-tower  guard,  which  was  ordered  to  be  very 
circumfped;  and  vigilant. 

Whilst  the  friendly  intercourfe  fubfifled between  the  garrifon  and 
the  neighbourhood,  feveral  Britifh  families  and  officers  had  per- 
miffion  to  reiide  at  St.  Roque,  Los  Varios,  and  other  fmall  villages 
a  few  miles  diflant ;  but  immediately  on  the  communication  being 
clofed.  General  Mendoza  fent  them  peremptory  orders  to  remove ; 
and  the  time  limited  for  their  departure  was  fo  ihort,  that  fome  of 
tliem  were  obliged  to  leave  moll  of  their  effed:s  behind.  Thofe 
officers  whofe  euriofity  had  led  them  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country,  were  poiitively  refufed  liberty  to  return  to  the  garrifon ; 
they  were  therefore  conduced  to  Cadiz,  and  had  paiTports  granted 
them  to  leave  the  kingdom  by  other  routes.  Col.  Rofs  and  Capt. 
Vignoles,  of  the  39th,  with  Capt.  Lefenue,  of  the  56th,  never- 
'thelefs  contrived  to  join  their  corps,  by  affiiming  difguifes,  and 
riflcing  the  pafTage  in  a  row-boat  from  Faro  (a  port  in  Portugal)  to 
Gibraltar  :  others  alfo  attempted,  but  unfortunately  were  taken  in 
their  voyage. 

The  Childers  fioop  of  vrar,  on  the  24th5  brought  in  tv/o  prizes 
from  the  Weft,  one  of  which  (an  American)  Capt.  Peacock  captured 
in  the  midft  of  the  Spanifh  fleet,  then  at  fea.  The  condudt  of  the 
Spaniards  on  this  occafion  was  extremely  ambiguous.  Every  cir- 
cumilance  that  fell   under   our  immediate  obfervation,  convinced 
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us  that  they  now  intended  hoflilities  againil  Great- Britain  ^  and  1779, 
from  Mr.  Logie's  intelligence  we  had  every  caufe  to  think,  that 
this  fleet  was  out  to  join  the  French  Admiral.  Their  permitting 
our  cruifers,  therefore,  to  capture  a  friend,  (as  they  might  then  call 
the  Americans)  under  the  protedlion  of  their  fleet,  we  muft  either 
confider  as  a  finefle,  or  fuppofe  that  they  had  not  received  orders  to 
adt  offenflvely. — The  Childers  left  two  of  our  frigates  watching  the 
motions  of  the  Spanifla  fleet.  It  was  fomewhat  Angular,  that  a 
Mr.  Suafe  (an  American  Major,  who  had  been  prifoner  in  the  gar- 
rifon  a  little  time  before,  along  with  others  of  his  countrymen,  but 
had  made  his  efcape)  and  two  deferters  from  Gibraltar,  iliould  be 
recognifed  through  their  difguifes,  on  board  the  American  prize :  the 
Major  was  remanded  to  his  old  confinement,  in  the  Navy-hofpital, 
and  the  latter  were  punifhed  according  to  their  deferts. 

Though  the  motions  of  the  enemy  did  not  indicate  any  imme- 
diate defign  of  attacking  the  garrifon,  and  the  cloflng  of  the  com- 
munication might  be  only  in  confequence  of  hoftilities  having  com- 
menced between  Great-Britain  and  Spain  ^  yet  our  intelligence,  and 
their  late  deceitful  condudl,  gave  us  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they 
intended  fome  attempt  on  Gibraltar.  Depots  of  earth,  &c.  were 
therefore  colledled,  in  various  places;  empty  hogfheads  and  cafks 
were  bought  from  the  inhabitants,  for  the  purpofe  of  filling  them 
with  earth,  to  flrengthen  and  repair  the  fortifications  ^  and  other 
precautions  \vere  taken  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  enemy  employed  what  troops  they  had  then  on  duty, 
in  the  lines  and  neighbourhood,  in  drawing  down  cannon  from 
St.  Roque,  &c.  to  animate  the  forts,  (in  which  few  ordnance  were 
mounted  during  the  peace)  and  m  arranging  matters  to  flrengthen 
and  fupport  their  polls. 

H  2  In 
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ii779»  In  the  beginning  of  July,  the  Enterprife  frigate.  Sir  Thomas 
k,^^  Rich,  Bart,  returned  with  a  fleet  of  fmall  craft,  laden  with  hve 
flock  and  fruit,,  from  Tangier ;  in  confequence  of  which  fourteen 
days  freih  provifions  were  ilfued  to  the  troops.  The  engineers  con- 
tinued preparing  materials  in  their  departments,  towards  completing 
the  works  of  the  garrifon  3  for  which  purpofe  ftrong  parties  from 
the  line  were  granted  them  daily,  under  the  command  of  overfeers. 
About  300  Jews  and  Genoefe  were  alfo  employed  in  levelling  heaps 
of  fand,  near  the  gardens,  on  the  neutral  ground,  in  order  that,  if 
the  enemy  fhould  approach,  they  might  not  receive  any  proteftion 
and  cover  from  our  lower  batteries.  The  picquets  of  the  garrifon 
were  ready,  on  the  Grand  parade,  to  fupport  thefe  parties  in  cafe 
they  had  been  molefted  ;  but  though  they  were  at  work  within  half 
muflcet-fliot  of  the  enemy's  advanced  guards  in  the  Micquelet-huts, 
yet  not  the  leaft  attempt  was  made  to  difturb  them. 

The  3d  of  July,  a  detachment  of  about  180  men  from  the 
*  Britifh  line  was  ordered  to  join  the  artillery,  to  be  taught  the  pradice 
of  the  great  gims.  The  artillery  in  garrifon  were  only  five  com- 
panies ;  a  number  not  adequate  to  the  different  duties  in  cafe  of  a 
fiege  :  this  reinforcement  was  therefore  added,,  and  proved  afterwards 
of  great  fervice  in  that  department.  Three  Englifli  failors  came  in 
an  open  boat,  on  the  4th,  from  Cadiz,  and  brought  intelligence  that 
an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  Engliih  veffels  in  that  port.  In  the 
evening  we  obferved  the  Spaniards  relieve  the  guards  in  their  lines.  ■ 

The  Spaniards,  in  time  of  peace,  always  ftationed  a  regiment  of 
ca,valry  at  St.  Roque,  with  another  regiment,  or  detachment  of 
infantry,  at  Algeziras ;  parties  from'  which  did  duty  at  their  lines  j 
and  no  additional  body  of  troops,  or  fliips  of  v/ar,  had  yet  appeared 
near  the  garrifon.  On  the  5th,  however,  in  the  afternoon,  a  Spanifli 
fquadroA  of  two  feventy-fours,  five  frigates,  and  other  veffels,  to  the 

number 
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number  of  eleven,  hove  in  fig-ht  from  the  weft,  and  lay-to  fome  time     1779^ 
.  ....  July, 

off  the  garrifon.    Whilft  they  remained  in  this  {ituation^  the  Governor    (.-v-*^ 

thought  it  prudent  to  make  fome  new  difpofition   of  the  ordnance 

at   the   fouthward,    and    to   caution    the  regiments    in   the    South 

barracks,  the   12th,  and  yad,  to  be  alert.     The  Captain  of  Europa 

guard,  who  before  ufually  joined  at  retreat-beating,  was  alio  ordered 

to  his  command.     In  the  afternoon,  three  privateer  cutters  arrived 

from  the  weftward.'    A  fchooner,  under  Portuguefe  colours,  ftood 

acrofs  from  the  enemy  to  reconnoitre  the  firft  that  came  in,  and  on 

her  return  was  fired  upon  from  Europa  batteries,  which  was  the  firft 

hoftile  Ihot  from  the  garrifon.     The  enemy's  fquadron  in  the  evening 

drove  to  the  ealtward ;  and  at  night  the   Enterprife  frigate  arrived 

from  Tetuan  with  Mr.  Logie,  the  conful.     In  the  interval  of  this 

Gentleman's  departure  from  the  garrifon,  a  fliip  of  the  Emperor's 

had  arrived  at  Gibraltar  to  be  repaired  j   but  Admiral   Duff  being 

backward  in  granting  the  ffores,   the  Governor  thought  proper  to 

fend  for  Mr.  Logie  to  explain  to  the  Admiral  the  neceflity  there  was 

of  complying  with  the  Emperor's  requeft.     To  refufe  fuch  trifling 

affiftance  at  that  important  time,  he  confidered,  might  be  produftive 

of  ferious   confequences   to   the  garrifon.     The  Enterprife  frigate 

accordingly  failed  to  Tetuan  to  bring  over  the  Conful.  About  fun-fet, 

the  evening  of  the  5th,   the  frigate  left  Tetuan   to  return,  and  was 

difcovered  by  the  enemy's  fquadron,  part  of  which  immediately  gave 

chace.     Sir  Thomas,  however,  from  his  fuperior  knowledo-e  of  the 

tides,  efcaped,  though  the  wind  was  contrary.      When  he  arrived 

within  view  of  the  garrifon,   not  making  the  concerted  night-fio-nals, 

for  fear  of  being  difcovered  by  the  purfuers,  the  officer  at  Europa 

faluted  him  with  feveral  lliot;  but  fortunately  they  did  not  take  effed. 

The  following  day,  the  6th  of  July,  a  packet  was  received/rom 
England,  by  way  of  Lifbon  and  Faro,  informing  the  Governor  that 
boftilities  had  commenced  between  Great-Britain  and  Spain.      A 

proclamation 
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T77g,  proclamation  in  confequence  was  publifhed  in  the  evening,  for 
J^Xj  capturing  all  Spaniih  veffels,  &c.  and  letters  of  marque  were  granted 
for  that  purpofe  to  the  privateers  in  the  bay.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  8  th,  a  foldier  of  Reden's  deferted  from  the  Devil's -tower 
guard,  and  fome  time  afterwards  was  followed  by  a  ferjeant  of 
the  39th,  who  was  one  of  the  overfeers  attending  the  inhabitants 
employed  beyond  the  Gardens.  In  the  evening.  General  Mendoza, 
with  feveral  officers,  advanced  from  the  lines,  as  far  as  the  Micquelet- 
huts,  and,  after  reconnoitring  about  an  hour,  returned. 

The  Spanifh  Ccmmodore  continued  cruifmg  in  our  neighbour- 
hiood  till  the  8th,  when  he  ftood,  under  an  eafy  fail,  for  the  weft- 
ward.  Before  they  quitted  the  Mediterranean,  they  brought-to  a 
Portuguefe  fchooner,  bound  from  Tetuan  to  the  garrifon,  and 
made  very  earneft.  enquiries  concerning  the  ftate  of  our  provifions. 
The  9th,  the  American  prifoners '  were  diftributed  amongft  the 
privateers  ;  and  the  following  day,  in  company  with  the  Childers 
floop  of  war,  they  brought  in  four  fmall  prizes. 

Admiral  Duff  having  received  intelligence  that  a  large  fleet 
of  fmall  veffels  was  to  fail  from  Malaga,  with  wine  and  provifions 
for  the  Spanifli  grand  fleet,  the  Childers  was  ordered,  on  the  nth, 
to  cruife  to  the  eaft  ward,  and  give  information,  by  fignal,  when 
they  appeared,  with  the  ftrength  of  their  convoy.  Whilft  fhe  was  on 
the  look-out,  her  boat  gave  chace  to  a  fettee,  and  was  fired  at  from 
Fort  St.  Barbara,  which  was  the  firft  hoftile  fhot  from  the  enemy. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  the  fignals  were  made  of  the  expefted 
Spanifli  convoy  being  in  fight,  and  foon  after,  of  their  force.  Our 
Admiral,  however,  only  cautioned  the  Navy  to  be  ready,  and  went 
to  Windmill-hill  to  reconnoitre  them  perfonally.  About  four  in 
the  afternoon,  the  convoy,  confifting  of  about  fixty  fail  of  different 
burthens,   under  charge  of  five  xebeques,   from  twenty  to  thirty 

guns 
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guns  each,  were  abreaft  of  Europa  point.    The  privateers,  which  had     1779. 
accompanied  the  Childers  in  the  morning,  were  then  towing  in  a 
prize  taken  from  the  midft  of  their  fleet ;  and  they,  as  well  as  the 
Childers,  kept  up  a  fmart  running  fire  on  the  Spanifh  Commodore  ; 
which  was  feconded  at  the  fame  time  from  the  garrifon  batteries 
at  Europa  point  and  Europa  advance.     The  Panther,,  (the  Admi- 
ral's fl>Ip,  with  the  flag  on  board)  and  the  Enterprife,    were  ftill  at 
anchor  i   but  at  fun-fet  Sir  Thomas  Rich  had  permiflion  to  flip, 
and  the  Panther  foon  after  got  under  way.     On  the  appearance  of 
the  frigate,    the   enemy  were   confufed,    and  infliantly  flieered  for 
Ceuta.    The  Childers  and  privateers  purfued,  followed  by  the  frigate^ 
and  foon  after  by  the  Panther.     Night  Vv^as  now  advancing  apace^. 
and  in  a  fhort  time  we  loll:  fight  of  the  fliips.     A  few  broadfides, 
now  and  then,  gave  us  hopes  that  our  friends  had  come  up  with 
them;  and  we  could  not  help  flattering  ourfelves,  from  the  inferior 
force  of  the   convoy,    that  day-light   would   exhibit  the  majority 
of  them  in  our  pofl"effion.     In  the  morning,  however,  we  difcovered 
the  Admiral,  landing  towards  the  bay  with  five  or  fix  fmall  prizes, 
and  not  one  other  of  the  enemy  in  fight :  whence  we  concluded  that 
they  had  worked  back  to  their  own  coafl:,   or  efcaped  through  the 
Straits  in  the  night,   whilft  our  lliips  v^t^re  off  Ceuta.      We  after- 
wards learned,  that  the  fquadron  which  appeared  on  the  5  th,  was 
fent  to  convoy  this  valuable  fleet   pafl;  Gibraltar,    lefl;   tlie  Britiih 
Admiral  fliould  intercept  them,  and  prevent  their  grand  fleet  from 
receiving  thefe  much-wanted  fupplies  ;    but  the  convoy  being  by 
fome  unforeleen  delays  detained,    the  Spanilli  Commodore  quitted 
the  ilation  on  the  8th» 

Two  line- of- battle  fliips  were  obferved  cruifing  behind  the  rock 
on  the  13th,  and  at  night  they  went  into  Ceuta.     The  i6th,  the 
Enemy  blocked  up  the  port  with  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  con- 
fifl:ing  of  two  feventy-fours,  two  frigates,  five  xebeques,  and  a  num- 
ber 
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S779»  ber  of  gallies,  half-gallies,  and  armed  fettees :  they  anchored- in  the 
bay,  off  Algeziras,  and  being  judicioufly  arranged,  and  keeping  a 
vigilant  look-out,  the  garrifon  became  clofely  blockaded.  This 
was  the  firft  motion  of  the  enemy,  that  difcovered  any  diredt 
intentions  of  diftreffing,  or  attacking  Gibraltar.  At  nigiit.  Water- 
port-guard  was  reinforced  with  a  Captain  and  ten  privates.  Till  the 
1 8  th  of  this  month,  nothing  rnaterial  occurred,  when  a  fmall  convoy 
of  fettees,  &c.  arrived  at  the  Orange-grove,  laden  with  military 
ilores,  which  the  enemy  began  foon  afterwards  to  difembark, 

Mr.  Log  IE  having  prevailed  on  the  Admiral  to  grant  the  ftores 
neceflary  for  repairing  the  Emperor's  fliip,  and  his  prefence  in  Bar- 
bary  being  abfolutely  neceffary,  as  well  to  procure  provilions,  as  to 
conduct  the  correfpondence  between  Great-Britain  and  the  garrifon  ; 
he  returned  on  the  19th,  on  board  a  Moorifh  row-galley,  which 
had  arrived  from  the  Emperor  with  difpatches  relative  to  the  fhip 
under  repair.  The  galley  was  interrupted  in  her  return,  by  the 
enemy's  cruifers,  and  detained  from  feven  in  the  morning  till  five 
in  the  afternoon,  when  fhe  was  permitted  to  proceed  to  Tangier. 
During  the  embargo,  Mr.  Logic  was  concealed  in  a  fmall  fkuttle, 
down  the  run  of  the  galley,  having  previouHy  made  up  the  Gover- 
nor's difpatches,  and  concerted  fignals,  in  a  loaf,  which  was  entrufted 
to  a  Moor,  to  be  delivered  at  Mr.  Logic's  houfe  in  Tangier,  in  cafe 
he  himfelf  fliould  be  difcovered,  with  an  order  for  the  Moor  to 
receive  a  gratuity,  if  he  delivered  it  fafe. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  a  Portuguefe  boat  arrived 
with  fowls  and  charcoal  from  Tangier.  Another,  attempting  to 
■come  in,  was  taken  by  a  half- galley,  and  carried  to  Algeziras.  Sixty 
pounds  of  frefh  beef  were  delivered,  the  fame  day,  to  each  regiment, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  officers :  the  artillery  and  engineers  received  in 
proportion,  and  the  navy  were  included  in  the  diflribution.     The 

following 
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following  day,  orders  were  ifTued  for  the  troops  to  mount  guard  with      i779» 
their  hair  unpowdered ;  a  circumflance   trifling  in  appearance,  but    cljl 
which  our  fituation  afterwards  proved  to  be  of  great  importance,  and 
which  evinced  our  Governor's  great  attention  and  prudent  forelight 
in  the  management  of  the  ftores. 

So  SUPERIOR  a  naval  force  as  the  enemy  now  had  In  our  neigh- 
bourhood, alarmed  Admiral  Duff,  who  was  apprehenfive  that  they 
would  make  fome  attempts  on  the  King's  fliips.  Signals  were  there- 
fore agreed  upon  between  the  fleet  and  the  garrifon,  that,  in  cafe 
the  enemy  fliould  make  an  attack  in  the  night,  the  latter  might 
afford  the  fliips  every  afliftance  and  protedtion.  Three  lights  in  a 
triangle  were  fixed  upon  by  the  navy,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  the 
enemy.  The  2 2d,  the  navy  manned  their  boats,  and  captured  a  fettee, 
within  a  fliort  diftance  of  the  Enemy's  xebeques  :  flie  proved  of  little 
value,  but  the  exploit  reflected  great  credit  on  the  party  employed. 
The  fame  day  arrived  a  boat,  with  cattle,  &c.  from  Tangier.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  2  2d,  feveral  oflicers,  attended  by  a  party  of  men, 
were  obferved  tracing  out  ground  on  the  plain  below  St.  Roque, 
apparently  for  a  camp ,-  and  it  was  remarked,  that  the  Micquelets 
in  the  advanced  huts  on  the  neutral  ground,  were  relieved  by  regular 
troops.  Thefe  Micquelets  are  of  the  fame  defcription  with  our 
revenue-officers,  and  were  flationed  to  prevent  the  fmuggling  of 
tobacco  from  the  garrifon  into  Spain. 

A  Portuguese  boat,  with  letters,  arrived  early  in  the  morning- 
of  the  24th  ;  alfo  a  fchooner,  with  charcoal  and  fruit  from  Tangier. 
Between  2  and  300  men  landed,  the  fame  day,  at  the  Orange-grove, 
with  an  intention,  as  we  conjectured,  of  taking  cliarge  of  the  flores 
which  the  enemy  were  difembarking  there.  The  •25th,  they  pitched 
a  tent  on  the  plain,  for  the  working  party  employed  in  clearing  the 
ground.     I  fhould  ha.ve  mentioned,  that  on  the  12th  an  Hanoverian 

I  foldier 
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i779>     foldier  deferted,  and  this  day  two  of  the  fame  brigade  followed  his 
July- 

example.     The  enemy,    the   26th,  began  to  form  a  camp   on  tlie 

plain  below  St.  Roque,  about  half  a  mile   from   Point   Mala,  and 

three  miles  fx-om  the  garrifon.     Fifty  tents  were  pitched,    and  a 

detachment  of  cavalry  and  infantry  foon  after  took  pofleffion.      The 

fame  day  the  Illerim,  a  Swediili  frigate,   which  had  been   in    the 

Bay  fome  weeks  before,    arrived,    though  oppofed  by  the  enemy. 

The  Swediih  captain  politely  brought-to  on  their  firing  a  gun  ;  but 

being  told  he  muft  not  anchor  under  the  walls  of  the  garrifon,  he 

refumed  his  courfe,  telling  them  he  muft  go  to  Gibraltar,  and  they 

fhould  not  prevent  him.     Some  fhots  were  exchanged,    but  none 

,took  place. 

The  SpanilTi  camp  being  daily  reinforced  witla  additional  regiments. 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  large  parties  being  ftill  employed  in  land- 
ing ordnance  and  military  ftores  at  Point  Mala,  the  Governor  thought 
pr-opqr,  on  the  29th,  to  eftablilh  the  following  ftaffofficers  j  namely. 
Captains,  Vallotton,  of  the  56th  regiment, — Patterfon,  of  the  artil- 
lery,— Forch,  of  the  1 2th  regiment,  and  Eveleigh,  of  the  engineers, 
'  tQ  be  Aide-de-camps  to  himfelf,  as  Commander  in  Chief;  Captain 
Wilfon  and  Lieutenant  Buckeridge,  of  the  39th  regiment.  Aide- 
de-camps  to  Lieutenant-general  Boyd;  Lieutenant  Weinzey,  of  the 
H^overian  Brigade,  Aide-de-camp  to  Major-general  De  LaMotte; 
Major  Hardy,  of  the  56th  regiment.  Quarter- Mafter  General  j  Cap- 
tain Horfburgh,  of  the  39th  regiment,  who  was  Town-Major, 
Adjutant-General;  Captain  Burke,  of  the  58th  regiment,  Town- 
Major;  and  Lieutenajit  S.  Wood,  of  the  56th  regiment,  Affiftant 
Town- Major.  At  the  fame  time  all  the  horfes,  except  thofe  belong- 
ing to  field  and  ftafF  officers,  were  ordered  to  be  turned  out  of  the 
garrifon,  unlefs  the  owners,  on  infpeftion,  had  1000  lb.  of  feed  for 
each  horfe ;  and,  to  enforce  the  latter  order  by  example,  the  Gover- 
nor diredled  that  one  of.  his  own  horfes  fliould  be  fhot. 

In 
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In  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  one  of  the  enemy's  xebeques  manned     I7j9. 
her  yards,  and  fired  a  falute.     Immediately  afterwards  we  obferved    »— v-«j 
flie  had  hoifted  a  flag  at  the  mizen  top-maft  head,  inftead  of  a  broad 
pendant  J    from  which   ceremony    we  conckxded   that    the   naval 
commandant  had  been  promoted,  or  that  he  was  fuperfeded  by  an 
admiral. 

In  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  the  corps  in  garrifon  were  ordex-ed  Auguft. 
to  give  in  returns  of  their  befl  markfmen,  and  alfo  of  thofe  men  who 
had  ever  been  employed  in  making  fafcines.  Thofe  officers  unmar- 
ried, or  without  families,  who  drew  double  rations  for  two  com- 
miffions,  were  ordered  at  the  fame  time  to  draw  rations  only  for  one 
commiffion.  Two  Dutchmen  came  in,  the  2d,  unperceived  by  the 
enemy's  cruifers,  laden  with  rice  and  dried  fruits  :  the  rice,  and  a 
part  of  the  fruit,  the  Governor  purchafed,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops. 
The  enemy's  camp  by  this  time  was  confiderably  increafed,  and  we 
numbered  26  cannon  behind  the  fort  at  Point  Mala. 

A  Venetian  arrived  on  the  5th,  though  fired  at  by  the  enemy. 
She  (with  the  Dutchmen)  remained  no  longer  than  was  necefi"ary 
to  take  on  board  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  apprehenfive  that  the 
garrifon  would  be  befieged,  thought  it  eligible  to  feek  an  afylum  in 
time.  Indeed  about  this  time  fcarcely  a  boat  or  vefiel  left  the  port 
without  being  crowded  with  Jews  or  Genoefe,  who  preferred  a 
refidence  in  Barbary,  or  Portugal,  to  remaining  in  Gibraltar,  where 
the  neceffaries  of  life  became  every  day  more  fcarce.  Early  on  the 
6th  came  in  a  Portuguefe  fchooner,  from  Tangier,  with  44  bul- 
locks, 27  fheep,  and  a  few  fowls  j  and  two  days  following,  another 
arrived  with  onions,  fruit,  and  eggs  :  the  latter  brought  letters  for 
the  Governor,  but  no  news  from  England.  From  this  day,  nothing 
material  occurred  till  the  i  oth,  when  the  enemy's  cruifers  captured 
a  boat  belonging  to  the  garrifon. 

I  2  As 


6o  HISTORY    OF    THE     LATE 

^"^T^'  As  AFFAIRS  began  to  v/ear  a  more  ferious  afpedt,  a  general  aftl- 

vity  reigned  throughout  the  garrifon,  promoted  not  a  little  by  the 
example  of  the  Governor,  who  was  ufually  prefent  when  the  work- 
men paraded  at  dawn  of  day.  The  engineers  were  bufiiy  employed 
in  putting  the  works  at  Willis's  in  the  befi:  repair,  and  in  eredling 
new  batteries  on  the  heights  of  the  North  front.  A  confiderab-le 
extent  of  ground  above  the  Town  was  cleared  and  levelled,  to 
encamp  the  dilferent  regiments,  in  cafe  the  enemy  ihould  fire  upon 
the  Tov/n.  Parties  were  likev^dfe  detached  to  colle(5t  flirubs,  &c. 
from  the  face  of  the  hill,  for  fafcines ;  and  the  artillery  were  daily 
engaged  in  completing  the  expence  magazines  with  powder,  ranging 
the  different  ordnance,  and  preparing  every  thing  for  immediate 
ufe  in  their  department.  The  navy  were  not  lefs  diligent.  A  new 
battery  for  22  guns  was  begun  in  the  Navy-yard,  as  a  refource  in 
cafe  the  enemy's  operations  fhould  make  it  necellary  to  lay  up  the 
fhips  j  and  the  ftores  were  removed  from  the  New  mole  to  the  Navy 
hofpital. 

Towards  the  middle  of  Augufl,  the  motions  of  the  enemy  were 
no  longer  myflerious ;  every  fucceeding  day  confirmed  us  in  the 
opinion,  that  their  objed:  was  to  diftrefs  the  garrifon  as  much  as  ■ 
pofTible.  The  blockade  became  more  fbri<5t  and  fevere,  their  army 
was  in  force  before  the  place,  and  their  prefent  plan  feemed  to  be 
to  reduce  Gibraltar" by  famine.  Our  flock  of  provifions,  they  con- 
cluded, was  fmall ;  and  their  fquadron  under  Admiral  Barcelo,  who 
commanded  in  the  bay,  could  prevent  fuccours  being  throv/n  in  by 
neutral  vefTels ;  whilft  their  grand  fleet,  united  with  that  of  France, 
would  be  fuperior  to  any  which  Great-Britain  could  equip,  in  her 
then  critical  fituation.  Thisfcheme,  every  circumflance  confidered, 
was  fpecious  ;  and,  had  not  the  garrifon  fortunately  received  a  fupply 
of  provifions,  &c.  in  April,  1779,  the  troops  undoubtedly  would  have 
been  reduced  to  the  greatefl  diflrefs,  and  the  place  might  probably 

have 
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have  been  In  imminent  danger,  before  the  Miniilry  could  difpatch  .'779' 
a  fleet  to  its  relief.  .  The  iituation  of  the  garrifon  was  becoming  ^^"w—j 
every  day  more  interefting  :  only  forty  hsad  of  cattle  were  now  in 
the  place ;  and  from  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  there  was  little 
profpeifl  of  conftant  fupplies  from  Barbary  :  two  bullocks  were 
ordered,  therefore,  to  be  killed  daily  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick. 
The  inhabitants  had  been  warned  in  time  to  provide  againfl:  the 
calamities  which  now  impended  :  the  Handing  orders  of  the  garrifon 
ipecified,  that  every  inhabitant,  even  in  lime  of  peace,  fliould  have 
in  ftore  fix  months  provifions ;  yet  by  far  the  greater  number  had 
negledted  this  precaution,  Thefe  unfortunate  people,  as  they  could 
not  expeft  to  be  fupplied  from  the  garrifon  ftores,  were  in  general 
compelled  to  feek  fubfiftence  by  quitting  the  place  :  fome,  however, 
were  induced  to  weather  out  the  ftorm,  by  the  property  they  had  in 
the  garrifon,  which  was  probably  their  all,  and  which  they  could  not 
remove  with  themfelves.  Thofe  of  this  defcription,  on  application, 
obtained  leave  to  eredt  wooden  huts  and  flieds  at  the  fouthward, 
above  the  Navy  hofpital,  whither  they  removed  their  principal 
papers,  &c.  that  they  might  be  fecure  from  the  annoyance  of  the 
enemy,  in  cafe  the  town  iliould  be  bombarded. 

Fifteen  or  fixteen  covered  carts,  on  the  15th,  arrived  at  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  unloaded  timber,  planks,  &c.  at  their  labo- 
ratory-tents. They  continued  landing  flores  on  the  beach,  whiclx 
employed  a  great  number  of  carts  to  convey  them  to  their  den6t;s  : 
and  at  night  we  generally  obferved  a  number  of  li  yhts,  and  fre- 
quently heard  a  noife  like  that  of  men  employed  on  fome  laborious 
duty  :  this  might  proceed  from  dragging  cannon,  as  we  obferved, 
on.  the  17th,  they  had  animated  all  the  embrafures  in  fort 
St.  Philip, 

Early  on  the  17th,  the  enemy  attempted  to  cut  out  a  polaci-e, 
which  was  anchored  off  the  Old  mole;  but  retired  on  a  gun  being 

fired 
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■"^719'  fired  at  tlreiiifrofn'iKegarrifon.  The  iinall  craft,  after' this -clrcum- 
(.i^-v-o  ilance,  removed  to  the  New  mole,  as  the  men  of  war  -had  -done 
fome  time  before.  The  i8th,  in  the  morning,  two  parties  of 
workmen  came  from  the  camp,  and  were  employed  at  Forts 
St.  Philip  and  St.  Barbara  :  covered  carts  continued  conftanlly 
j;oing  from  Point  Mala  to  the  laboratory-telits,  fuppofed  to  be  laden 
■with  Ihot.  The  following  morning,  a  Spaniard  came  in  an  open 
^t)oat  to  Waterport,  with  onions  and  fruit,  having  a  pafs  for  Ceuta  : 
he  was  examined  by  the  quarter-mailer  general,  and  allowed  to  fell 
his  cargo,  and  purchafe  tobacco,  but  was  not  permitted  to  land : 
at  night  he  was  ordered  to  return,  which  he  did  about  eight 
o'rlock.  He  informed  us  the  camp  confifted  of  between  5  and  6000 
men,  which  were  to  be  immediately  completed  to  15,000.  The 
20th,  the  enemy  formed  a  nev/  camp,  to  the  left  of  the  flone 
quarry,  under  the  Queen  of  Spain's  chair  :  we  imagined  it  to  be 
intended  for  the  Catalonian  troops,  as  they  are  ufually  encamped 
feparate  from  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  forces.  The  fame  day,  our 
markfmen  were  erribodied  into  a  company  of  two  non-commiffioned 
officers,  and  64  men ;  and  the  command  was  given  to  Lieutenant 
Burleigh,  of  the  39th  regiment. 

» 

The  enemy,  on  the  21ft,  had  more  men  than  ufual  employed  in 
making  fafcines  :  they  likewife  were  very  bufy  in  piling  fhot,  and 
had  a  party  at  work  in  the  covert-way  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  A  number 
of  carts  daily 'brought  ihot  (as  we  imagined)  to  the  lines,  parti- 
cularly to  Fort  St.  Barbara.  The  23d,  the  corps  of  engineers  were 
formed  into  three  divifions,  and  feveral  officers  of  the  line  appointed 
to  join  them  as  affiftant  engineers  and  overfeers.  The  fame  day 
fome  experiments  were  made  with  red-hot  JJjot :  this  pra6tice  was 
continued  on  the  25  th,  when  fome  carcafles  were  alfo  thrown,  and 
much  approved.  The  27th,  we  obferved  a  fafcine-work  begun 
upon  the  glacis,  north  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  which  afterwards  proved 

to 


SIEGE    OF    GIBRALTAR.  % 

to  be  a  mortar-battery.     A  great  number  of  carts  continued  to  be     \779t 

,  ,  n  •    •  r  n  Auguft. 

employed  in  the  enemy's  camp,  and  vafl  quantities  of  itores  were  (..^v^/ 
conftantly  landing  beyond  Point  Mala,  In  the  courfe  of  the  30th, 
the  Childers,  and  an  armed  fchooner,  attempted  to  cut  off  two 
half-galiies  becalmed  in  the  Bay  ;  but  the  enemy's  xebeques,  getting 
under  way,  obliged  them  to  defift.  At  night  upwards  of  80  covered 
carts  came  down  to  the  enemy's  lines. 

From  the  time  the  enemy  firft  appeared  encamped  before  the  gar- 
rifoii,  troops  had  been  continually  joining  them  from  all  quarters. 
Their  camp  conlifted  of  two  lines,  (independent  of  the  Catalonians) 
extending  from  Point  Mala,  in  an  oblique  diredtion,  into  the  country, 
towards  the  Queen  of  Spain's  chair.  The  ftreets  were  in  a  diredtion 
nearly  parallel  to  the  bottom  of  the  Bay.  The  guards  in  their 
lines  and  advanced  pofls  v/ere,  as  the  camp  increafed,  propor- 
tionably  reinforced ;  but  no  ad;  of  hoftility  had  yet  taken  place  in 
that  quarter,  though  the  Governor  continued  the  garrifon-guard 
at  the  Devil's  tower.  The  forts  were  repaired,  and  put  in  the  befl 
order  of  defence.  Laboratory-tents  for  the  artillery  were  pitched 
in  front  of  their  camp,  and  magazines  erected  for  military  ftores, 
which  were  frequently  brought  by  fleets  of  fmall  craft,  convoyed 
by  men  of  war  from  Cadiz,  Malaga,  and  other  ports  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  a  foldier  of  Hardenberg's  deferted  ggpj^ 
from  a  working  party  employed  in  fcarping  the  rock,  under  the 
lines.  He  was  fired  upon  from  Willis's,  but  got  off.  Befides  the 
party  engaged  in  rendering  the  lines  inacceffible,  our  engineers 
were  daily  ffrengthening  them  with  palifades,  &c.  Traverfes  were 
alfo  eredted  along  the  covered  way,  grand  battery,  and  line-wall 
above  Waterport,  v/here  a  ffrong  boom  of  marts  was  laid,  from 
014-n^lp-  head,    to   the  foot  of  Landport   glacis.      About  this 

time 
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9'  time  {lie  regiments  began  to  pradllfe  grenade  exercife.  The  day 
on  \vliich  the  Hanoverian  deferted,  a  Mooridi  galley  came  over 
from  Algeziras,  where  flie  had  been  detained  ten  days.  The  crew- 
reported  that  the  Spanifli  camp  was  very  fickly.  It  is  fuppofed 
this  veffel  came  to  order  home  the  fliip  which  had  been  fome  time 
repairing  in  the  New  mole,  as  the  following  day  both  of  them  left 
the  garrifon  for  Tangier  :  a  xebeque  however  fpeaking  them  off 
Cabrita  Point,  the  Moors  were  conduced  to  the  Spanifli  Admiral. 

The  enemy's  workmen  in  the  lines  appeared  at  this  time  to  be 
about  500.  They  were  principally  engaged  in  filling  up  with  fand 
the  north  part  of  the  ditch  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  completing  the 
mortar-battery  before  mentiojied,  and  raifmg  the  creft  of  the  glacis 
of  their  lines  in  different  places.  From  the  noife  often  heard 
during  the  night,  and  the  number  of  lights  feen,  we  judged  that 
they  worked  without  intermifiion.  Two  waggons,  drawn  each  by 
twelve  mules  or  horfes,  arrived  at  the  lines  on  the  8  th,  which  we 
conjedlured  brought  fixed  ammunition.  The  nth,  we  obferved 
that  they  had  begun  feveral  fafcine-works  on  the  creft  of  their  lines, 
apparently  for  mortar-batteries ;  and  had  raifed  feveral  traverfes  for 
the  protecflion  of  their  guard-houfes.  Waggons  and  carts  con-' 
tinued  bringing  fafcines  and  other  materials  to  the  lines  from  the 
camp.  The  fame  day,  a  row-boat,  fitted  out  by  the  Jews,  brought 
in  a  Dutch  dogger  laden  with  wheat  j  a  very  valuable  fupply  in 
our  fituation. 

The  operations  of  the  enemy  now  began  to  engage  our  atten- 
tion. They  had  been  permitted  to  pafs  and  repafs  unmolefted  for 
fome  time ;  but  the  Governor  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  allow 
them  to  proceed  any  longer  with  impunity.  A  council  of  war  was 
confequently  fiimmoned  on  the  nth,  to  confer  on  the  meafures 
to  be  purfued.     The  council  confifted  of  the  following  officers  :  the 

Governor  ^ 
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Governor  j  the  Lieutenant-governor  j  Vice-admiral  Duff;  Major-  i779» 
general  De  la  Motte ;  Colonels,  Rofs,  Green,  and  Godwin ;  wi^h  v>-^ 
Sir  Thomas  Rich,  Bart.  In  the  evening  it  was  reported  that  their 
opinion  was,  not  to  open  on  the  enemy,  whilil  they  continued 
within  their  lines  :  but  this  rumour  was  only  propagated  to  deceive 
the  public  ;  for  on  the  fucceeding  morning,  being  Sunday  the 
1 2th  of  September,  the  artillery  officers  were  ordered  to' the  batteries 
on  the  heights;  and  the  Devil's-tower  guard  being  withdrawn,  the 
Governor  opened  on  the  enemy  from  Green's  lodge,  (a  battery  made 
fince  the  blockade  commenced)  Willis's,  and  Queen  Charlotte's 
batteries.  Their  advanced  guards  in  the  Micquelet-huts,  and  in  the 
ftone  guard-houfes,  were  in  a  fliort  time  compelled  to  retire,  and  the 
workmen  affembled  in  the  lines  obliged  to  difperfe.  The  covered 
waggons  returned  to  the  camp  without  depofiting  their  ladings  ; 
and  fo  general  a  panic  feized  the  Enemy  at  this  unexpected  attack, 
that  their  cavalry  galloped  off  towards  the  camp,  and  for  fome 
hours  fcarce  a  perfon  was  to  be  feen  within  the  range  of  our  guns. 
The  forts  were  too  diftant  to  be  materially  damaged ;  and  the 
Governor's  intention  being  only  to  dillurb  their  workmen,  the 
firing  after  a  few  hours  flackened,  and  a  fliot  was  only  difcharged  as 
the  enemy  prefented  themfelves.  A  brafs  gun  in  the  Queen's  battery 
(Willis's)  run  vs^ith  eight  rounds. 

The  mortar-batteries  that  had  been  difcovered  in  the  Enemy's'' 
lines,  fome  few  days  previous  to  our  firing,  had  caufed  no  fmall 
alarm  amongft  the  inhabitants  :  thofe,  therefore,  who  had  huts  in 
Hardy  town  at  the  fouthward,  immediately  removed  their  moft 
valuable  effedls,  fully  convinced  that  the  Spaniards  at  night  would 
return  the  fire. 

That  the  duty  of  the  batteries  might  be  performed  with  ipirit, 
in  cafe  the  Enemy  perfifted  in  carrying  on  their  works,  a  Captain,     ' 

K  three 


66  HISTORYOF    THE    LATE 

»779>     three  fubalterns,    and   C2   men   of  the  artillery,    were  ordered  to 
Sept.  .  ,  ^        .  , 

take  in  charge  Green's  lodge,  Willis's,    and  other  batteries  on  the 

heights.  The  firing  was  continued  the  fubfequent  days,  as  circum- 
flances  diredled.  The  i6th,  the  artillery  made  three  attempts  to 
reach  the  enemy's  laboratory-tents,  or  artillery-park,  (as  hencefor- 
ward they  will  be  called)  from  a  fea-mortar  at  Willis's.  The 
firft  and  fecond  fhell  burfl:  immediately  on  leaving  the  mortar  : 
the  third  went  its  range,  but  fell  a  little  fhort  of  the  faj2-me-pavk. 
The  artillery  at  this  period  ufed  the  old  iliells,  the  fufes  of  which 
were  in  general  faulty ;  and  this  was  the  caufe  that  the  experiment 
did  not  anfwer  on  the  firil  and  fecond  trials.  We  obferved,  the 
fame  day,  that  the  Spaniards  had  pitched  fome  additional  tents  a 
little  beyond  Point  Mala  :  they  alfo  began  to  eredt  a  pier,  or  wharf, 
for  the  convenience  of  landing  their  ftores  and  fupplies. 

Whilst  the  Governor  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  enemy's 
operations,  moleiling  their  workm.en  as  much  as  poffible  from 
Willis's ;  proper  precautions  were  taken  in  the  town,  to  render  a 
bombardment  lefs  diftreffing,  in  cafe  they  retaliated,  which,  indeed, 
their  preparations  gave  us  reafon  to  think,  would  not  be  long 
deferred.  The  pavement  of  the  flreets,  in  the  north  part  of  the 
tov/n,  was  ploughed  up  ;  the  towers  of  the  moft  confpicuous 
buildings  v/ere  taken  down,  and  traverfes  raifed  in  different  places, 
to  render  the  communications  more  fecure.  The  enemy  appeared 
to  bear  our  fire  very  patiently  in  their  lines  :  their  parties  continued 
working  on  the  mortar-batteries  :  the  ftone  fentry-boxes  were 
pulled  down,  and  the  guard-houfes  unroofed  :  a  boyau,  or  covered 
way,  was  likewife  begun,  to  make  a  fafe  communication  from  the 
lines  to  their  camp. 

Our  firing  was  ftill  continued  j  but  their  parties  were  at  too  con- 
fiderable  a  diftance  (being  near  a  mile)  to  be  materially  annoyed  by 
our  fhotj   and  the  works  being  furrounded  v/ith  fand,    the  large 

fhells 
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fliells  funk  fo  deep,  that  the  fpUnters  feldom  rofe  to  the  furflice.  1779. 
An  experiment  was  therefore  recommended  by  Captain  (now  Major)  o-v-^ 
Mercier,  of  the  39th  regiment  ;  namely,  to  fire  out  of  guns, 
5-i  inch  fliells,  with  fliort  fufes  ;  which  were  tried  on  the  25th,  . 
and  found  to  anfwer  extremely  well.  Thefe  fmall  fhells,  accord- 
ing to  Capt.  Mercier's  method,  were  difpatched  with  fuch  preci- 
fion,  and  the  fufes  calculated  to  fuch  exacflnefs,  that  the  fhell  often 
burft  over  their  heads,  and  wounded  them  before  they  could  get 
under  cover.  This  mode*  of  annoyance  was  eligible  on  feveral 
other  accounts.  Lefs  powder  was  ufed,  and  the  enemy  were  more 
ferioufly  molefted  :  the  former  was  an  advantage  of  no  fmall  con- 
fequence,  fince  it  enabled  the  Governor  to  referve,  at  this  period, 
what  might  be  probably  expended  to  the  greater  benefit  of  the  fer- 
vice  on  fome  future  occafion.  It  will  alfo  account  for  the  extra- 
ordinary number  of  fhells  which,  the  reader  will  obferve  in  the 
Appendix,  were  difcharged  from  the  garrifon. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  a  foldier  of  the  72d  regiment 
deferted  from  a  working  party  out  at  Landport.  He  took  refuge 
behind  one  of  the  Micquelet-huts,  and,  notwithftanding  our  endea- 
vours to  diflodge  him,  remained  there  till  night,  when  it  is  ima- 
gined he  proceeded  to  the  lines.  Our  firing  was  now  very  trifling. 
The  enemy  continued  making  additions  to  their  boyau,  and  the 
works  in  the  lines ;  but  the  latter  were  chiefly  done  in  the  night. 
Indeed,  fince  our  firing,  their  operations  within  our  reach  had  been 
principally  carried  on  during  the  night,  at  which  time,  or  very  late 
in  the  evening,  they  alfo  relieved  their  guards. 

In  the  beginning  of  Odober,  the  enemy's  army,  according  to  our     Odob; 

intelligence,  confifled  of  fixteen  battalions  of  infantry,   and  twelve 

fquadrons  of  horfe,  which,  if  the  regiments  were  complete,  would 

K  2  amount 

*  The  Enemy,  we  were  informed,  attempted  this  praftice,  but  never  could  bring  it  to 
perfeflion. 
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i779>     amount  to  about    14,000  men.      Lieutenant-general  Don  Martin 
oa.  .  . 

Alvarez  de  Sota  Mayor  was  commander  in  chief.     We  continued 

our  fire,  varying  as  objeiTls  prefented  tkemfelves. 

The  great  command  we  had  over  the  Enemy's  operations  from 
Green's  lodge,  induced  the  engineers  to  mount  ftill  higher,  and 
endeavour  to  eredt  a  battery  on  the  fummit  of  the  northern  front : 
a  place  therefore  was  levelled,  and  a  road  for  wheeled  carriages 
begun  at  Middle-hill.  The  4th,  a  foldier  of  the  58th  attempted  to 
defert  from  Middle-hill  guard,  but  was  daihed  to  pieces  in  his  defcent. 
The  artillery  were  too  impatient  to  have  a  gun  mounted  on  the 
fummit  of  the  rock,  to  wait  till  the  new  road  was  finiflied :  they 
accordingly  determined  to  drag  a  twenty-four-pounder  up  the  fteep 
craggy  face  of  the  rock  -,  and  in  a  few  days,  with  great  difficulty 
and  prodigious  exertions,  they  were  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  get  it  to 
the  top.  The  9th,  a  party  of  the  Navy  attempted  to  cut  off  two 
Spanifh  polacres,  becalmed  between  Algeziras  and  their  camp. 
Our  feamen  fpiritedly  boarded  one,  and  were  on  their  return  with 
the  other,  when  two  gallies  from  Point  Mala  gave  chace,  main- 
taining a  finart  and  well-diredled  fu'e  as  they  advanced ;  and  gained 
fo  confiderably  on  the  prizes,  that  the  captors  were  reludantly 
obliged  to  quit  them,  and  betake  themfelves  to  their  boats.  The 
Childers  floop  of  war  was  ordered  out,  to  protedl  them,  and  fortu- 
nately was  in  time  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  gallies.  The  tiller  of 
one  of  our  barges  was  carried  away  by  a  fliot,  but  no  other  damage 
was  received. 

The  platform  on  the  fummit  of  the  rock  was  completed  on  the 
l^th ;  and,  the  gun  being  mounted,  the  fucceeding  day  we  faluted 
the  enemy's  forts- with,  a  few  rounds  of  fliot  and  fhells.  This  gun 
was  mounted  on  a  traverfing  carriage,  and  was  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name,  of  the  Rock-gun.     From  that  poft  we  had  nearly  a  bird's- 
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eye  view  of  the  enemy's  lines,  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  glafles,  ^^79 
could  diflind:ly  obferve  every  operation  in  their  camp.  In  the  after- 
noon of  the  1 6th,  a  fervant  of  Mr.  Davies  (the  agent-vid:ualler  of 
the  Garrifon)  under  pretence  of  looking  for  a  ftrayed  goat,  obtained 
leave  to  pafs  Landport  barrier,  and  immediately  went  over  to  the 
enemy.  The  defertion  of  this  man  gave  us  fome  concern,  as  pro- 
bably, to  enfure  a  favourable  reception,  he  might  have  taken  with 
him  fome  memorandums  of  the  ftate  of  our  provifions. 

The  Enemy's  parties  had  not  been  remarkably  adtive  in  the 
beginning  of  the  month  ;  but  about  the  17th  and  i8th,  their  work- 
men in  the  lines  were  more  numerous  than  ufual,  which  produced 
a  more  animated  fire  from  our  batteries.  As  our  artillery  by  this 
time  were  accuftomed  to  fire  from  heights,  the  frnall  fhot  did  confi- 
derable  execution  amongft  their  workmen,  many  of  whom  we  ob- 
ferved  were  carried  off.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th,  the  Gover- 
nor was  at  Willis's,  to  fee  an  experiment  of  a  light  ball,  invented 
by  Lieut.  Whitham,  of  the  artillery.  It  v/as  made  of  lead,  and, 
when  filled  with  compofition,  weighed  141b.  looz.  This  ball, 
with  41b.  of  powder,  was  fired,  at  fix  degrees  of  elevation,  out  of  a 
thirty-two-pounder,  upon  the  glacis  of  their  lines  :  it  burnt  well  j 
and  the  experiment  would  have  been  repeated,  had  not  a  thick  fog 
fuddenly  arifen.  The  Governor  was  at  Willis's  the  fucceeding 
morning,  to  fee  a  fecond  ;  when,  the  fog  being  totally  difperfed,  the 
light  ball  anfwered  his  expedlation.  The  Enemy,  during  the  night, 
had  been  uncommonly  noify ;  but  when  the  light  balls  were  fired, 
no  parties  were  difcovered  at  work.  Neverthelefs,  at  .day-break,  to 
our  great  furprife,  we  obferved  35  embrafures  opened  in  their  lines, 
forming  three  batteries ;  two  of  1 4  each,  bearing  on  our  lines  and 
Willis's,  and  one  of  feven,  apparently  for  the  Town  and  Waterport. 
They  were  cut  through  the  parapet  of  their  glacis,.,  and  fituated 
between  the  barrier  of  the  lines,  and  Fort  St.  Philip.  The  embra- 
fures 
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»7^79>  fures  were  all  mafked,  and  many  of  the  merlons  were  in  an  unfi- 
niflied  ftate  :  the  Governor  ordered  the  artillery  to  diredt  their  fire 
on  thefe  works,  and  on  the  feven-gun  battery  in  particular,  where 
they  had  a  party  finiihing  what  was  left  imperfedl  in  the  night.* 
In  the  afternoon,  a  Venetian  was  brought-to  by  a  gun  from 
Europa,  and  came  in  :  two  gallies  attempted  to  cut  her  off,  but 
in  vain. 

Our  workmen  now  became  exceedingly  diligent ;  new  communi- 
cations and  works  were  raifed  in  the  lines,  which  were  reinforced 
at  night,  with  a  fubaltern  and  43  men  ;  the  alarm-pofts  of  the  regi-* 
ments  were  alfo  changed,  and  other  arrangements  took  place.  On 
the  night  of  the  20th,  we  imagined,  from  the  noife  in  the  enemy's 
lines,  that  their  carpenters  were  platforming  the  new  batteries,  the 
merlons  of  which  they  had  cafed  and  capped  with  fafcines.  Their 
boyau  now  extended  from  the  fafcine-park,  almoft  to  the  barrier  of 
the  lines.  The  23d,  a  prize  fettee,  laden  with  rice,  was  fent  in 
from  the  eaft ward  :  fhe  was  taken  by  a  privateer  belonging  to  Mr. 
Anderfon,  of  the  garrifon,  the  Captain  of  which  thought  the  cargo 
would  be  ufeful  to  the  inhabitants  ;  and  indeed  this  fupply  was  truly 
feafonable.  No  veffel  or  boat  had  arrived  for  fix  weeks  (excepting 
the  Venetian,  on  the  20th  inftant),  and  every  article  in  the  garrifon 
began  to  fell  at  a  moft  exorbitant  price :  this  trifling  addition  of  provi- 
vifions  v^as  therefore  well  received  by  the  miferable  Jews  and  Genoefe, 
though  the  rice  fold  for  21  dollars  6  reals  per  cwt.  which  at4od. 
ilerling  the  dollar,  is  3I.  12s.  6d. 

The  Enemy's  artillery,    on  the  26th,  decamped  from  their  old 
ground,    before  the  right  wing  of  their  front  line,   and  took  poft 
near  the  Catalonians,  where  they  were  reinforced  with  a  detach- 
ment 

*  From  the  diftance  of  tliefe  batteries;  we  did  not  imagine  they  would  ever  materially 
iRJure  the  garrifon:  but  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  1781,  convinced  us  of  our 
error. 
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ment  that  had  lately  joined.  The  following  night,  the  Dutch  1779: 
dogger,  which  had  brought  us  the  fupply  of  wheat  fome  weeks 
before,  failed  for  Malaga  :  flie  took  73  Genoefe  and  Spanifh  paffen- 
gers.  The  next  day  our  artillery  got  up  to  Middle-hill  two  twenty- 
four-pounders,  to  be  in  readinefs  for  a  new  battery,  v/hich  was 
eredling  below  the  rock-gun.  Another  twenty-four-pounder  was 
taken  to  the  lame  place,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  Our  firing 
ftill  continued,  as  the  Enemy's  parties  were  daily  bringing  down, 
timber  and  other  materials  for  their  new  batteries. 

The  30th,  an  Englifli   privateer,  called   the   Peace  and  Plenty, 

18  fix-pounders,   > M'Kenzie  mafter,  attempting  to  get  in  from 

the  eaftward,  ran  alhore,  half-way  between  Fort  Barbara  and  the 
Devil's  tower.  Some  of  the  crew  came  on  fliore  on  the  neutral 
ground;  the  remainder,  with  the  mafter,  were  brought  off  by 
the  Admiral's  boats  :  and  on  the  night  of  the  31^  fhe  was  burnt. 
As  there  was  fomething  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  in  the 
circumftances  attending  the  lofs  of  this  vefTel,  I  cannot  refift  the 
temptation  of  relating  them  more  at  large.  In  the  morning,  flie 
was  bearing  down,  under  a  fine  fail  and  leading  wind,  for  Europa 
advance-guard,  as  two  xebeques  were  cruifing  off  Europa  Point. 
One  of  the  xebeques,  about  nine,  got  within  fhot  of  her  :  a  few 
rounds  were  exchanged,  and  the  privateer  was  apparently  refolved 
to  fight  her  way  in  ;  but  on  a  fudden  fhe  altered  her  courfe,  and 
ran  aihore  under  the  eiiemy's  guns,  about  4  or  500  yards  from 
thegarrifon.  The  boatfwain  was  killed,  andfeveral  others  wounded 
from  the  fort,  before  our  boats  arrived  to  their  relief. 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  month,  the  fmall-pox  was  dif- 
covered  in  the  garrifon,  amongfl  the  Jews.  The  Governor,  apprc- 
henfive  that  it  might  fpread  amongfh  the  troops,  and  be  attended 
with  dangerous  confequences,  ordered  thofe  who  had  never  been 

affeded 
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1779,     affedled  with  that  diforder,  to  be  quartered  at  the  fouthward  till  the 
i.„Y^    infeftion  fhould  difappear ;  and  every  precaution  was  taken  to  pre- 
vent its  communicating.      In  the  evening  of   the   31ft,    the  new 
battery  below  the  rock-gun  was   finifhed  :  it  mounted  four  twenty- 
four-pounderSj  and  Wr.s  called  the  Royal  battery. 

Nov.  November  was  not  introduced  by  any  remarkable  event.     The 

fire  from  our  batteries  was  variable,  as  their  workmen  were  em- 
ployed, Confiderable  depolits  of  fafcines,  with  planks  and  pieces  of 
timber,  were  formed  in  the  Spanhh  lines  ;  and  other  parts  of  their 
glacis  were  raifed  with  fafcines  and  fand  for  additional  mortar- 
batteries.  The  3d,  the  Enemy  began  to  form  merlons  at  Fort  Tonara, 
on  the  Eaftern  (hore,  which,  joined  with  the  circumftances  of  their 
eredling  two  fafcine-batteries  on  the  beach,  between  Fort  St.  Philip 
and  Point  Mala,  and  one  near  the  magazine  at  the  Orange-grove, 
gave  us  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  expected  a  fleet  in  their  neighbour- 
hood. Few  workmen  were  at  this  time  to  be  feen  in  their  lines  ;  a 
party  was  trimming  up  the  boyau ;  and  numbers  were  employed 
about  the  landing-place  in  difembarking  ftores  ;  which  appeared  to 
be  their  chief  employment. 

Provisions  of  every  kind  were  now  becoming  very  fcarce  and 
exorbitantly  dear  in  thegarrifon  ;  mutton  3s.  and  3s.  6d.  per  pound  ;- 
veal  4s.  pork  2S.  and  2s.  6d.  a  pig's  head  19s.  ducks  from  14s.  to 
i8s.  a  couple  ;  and  a  goofe,  a  guinea.  Fifh  was  equally  high,  and 
vegetables  were  with  difficulty  to  be  got  for  any  money ;  but  bread, 
the  great  eflential  of  life  and  health,  was  the  article  moft  wanted. 
It  was  about  this  period,  that  the  Governor  made  trial  what  quantity 
of  rice  would  fuffice  a  fingle  perfon  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
actually  lived  himfelf  eight  days  on  four  ounces  of  rice  per  day. 
Sir  George  is  remarkable  for  an  abftemious  mode  of  living,  feldom 
tailing  any  thing  but  vegetables,  fimple  puddings,  and  watery  and 

yet 
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yet  is  very  hale,  and  ufes  conftant  exercife  :    but  the  fmall  portion      '779 
juft  mentioned  would  be  far  from   fufficient  for  a  working   man 
kept  continually  employed,  and  in  a  climate  where  the  heat  necef- 
farily  demands  very  refrefliing  nourifliment  to  fupport  nature  under 
fatigue. 

Two  deferters  came  in,  with  their  arms,  on  the  night  of  the  1 1  th. 
They  belonged  to  the  Walon  guards,  a  corps  in  the  Spanifli  fervice, 
compofed  principally,  if  not  entirely,  of  foreigners.  The  following 
morning  they  were  condudled  to  Willis's,  whence  they  had  a  view 
of  the  enemy's  works,  which  they  defcribed  to  the  Governor. 
The  Spanifli  army  were  under  arms  on  the  i2th,  in  the  front  of 
their  camp,  and  were  difmilled  by  corps  as  the  General  pafTed. 

The  14th,  arrived  the  Buck  cutter  privateer.  Captain  Fagg, 
carrying  twenty-four  nine-pounders.  The  abilities  and  bravery  of 
a  Britifli  Sailor  were  fo  eminently  confpicuous  in  the  Captain's 
condudt  previous  to  his  arrival,  that  even  our  enemies  could  not  help 
bellowing  on  him  the  encomiums  to  which  his  merit  entitled  him. 
About  eight  in  the  morning,  the  privateer  was  difcovered  in  the  Gut, 
with  a  wefterly  breeze.  The  ufual  fignal  for  feeing  an  enemy  was 
made  by  the  Spaniards  at  Cabrita  Point ;  and  Admiral  Barcelo, 
with  a  fhip  of  the  line,  one  of  fifty  guns,  a  frigate  of  forty,  two 
xebeques,  a  fettee  of  fourteen  guns,  with  half-gallies,  &c.  &c.  to 
the  number  of  twenty-one,  got  under  way  to  intercept  her.  On 
the  firft  alarm  a  xebeque  at  anchor  off  Cabrita  had  weighed,  and 
flood  out  into  the  Straits  :  the  cutter  neverthelefs  continued  her 
courfej  but  obferving  the  whole  Spanifh  fquadroh  turning  the 
point,  ilie  fuddenly  tacked,  and  flood  towards  the  Barbary  Ihore  : 
the  xebeques,  frigate,  and  lighter  vefTels  purfued,  but  were  carried 
down  to  leeward  by  the  irrefiflible  rapidity  of  the  current,  whilfl 
the  cutter  in  a  great  degree  maintained  her  flation.    As  it  may  appear 

L  very 
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1779'     very  extraordinary  to  readers  unatquainted  with  nautical  affairs,  that 

Nov. 

xj-^j-nj  the  privateer  fhould  not  be  equally  affeiled  by  the  current,  it  may  be 
neceflary  to  inform  them,  that  a  cutter,  or  any  veffel  rigged  in  the 
fame  manner,  from  the  formation  of  her  fails  can  go  fome  points 
nearer  the  w^ind  than  a  fquare-rigged  veffel  j  which  advantage,  on 
this  occafion,  enabled  Captain  Fagg  to  turn  better  to  windward, 
by  ftemming  the  current, .  vAilft  the  Spaniards,  by  oppofing  their 
broadfides,  were  carried  away  to  the  eaftward.  But,  to  refume  the 
narrative ;  Barcelo,  v/ho  had  his  flag  on  board  the  feventy-four,  was 
the  laft  in  the  chace,  and,  perceiving  his  fquadron  driving  to  leeward, 
prudently  returned  to  the  Point,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  intercept  her 
in  the  Bay.  Theiifty-gun  fliip  alfo  laid  her  head  to  the  current, 
and  keeping  that  polition,  drove  very  little  in  comparifon  with  her 
friends.  Affairs  were  thus  fituated  when  Captain  Fagg,  perfuaded 
that  the  danger  was  over,  boldly  fleered  for-the  garriion.  Theiifty- 
gun  fhip  endeavoured  to  cut  her  off  from  the  eaftward,  but  was 
compelled  to  retire  by  our  batteries  at  Europa  :  and  Barcelo  got 
under  way  to  intercept  her  from  the  Point ;  but  finding  his  efforts 
ineffectual,  he  was  obliged  to  haul  his  wind,  and  giving  her  two 
irregular  broadfidesj  of  grape  and  round,  followed  his  unfuccefsful 
Iquadron  to  the  eaftward.  The  Cutter  infultingly  returned  the  Spa- 
nish Admiral's  fire  with  her  ftern-chace,  and  foon  after  anchored 
under  our  guns.. 

The  expedations  of  the  troops  and  inhabitants,  who  were 
^eftators  of  the  adtion,  had  been  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch  :  few 
doubted  but  fhe  was  a  King's  veffel ;  and  as  no  intelligence  had 
been  received  from  England  for  many  weeks,  their  flattering  fancies 
painted  her  the  meflenger  of  good  news  ;  probably,  the  forerunner 
of  a  fleet  to  their  relief.  But  what  was  their  defpondency  and 
difappointment,  v/hen  they  were  informed  that  llie  was  only  a  priva- 
teer, had  been  a  confiderable  time  at  fea,  and  put  in  for  provifions  ? 

Though. 
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Though  our  condition  in  rhe  vidualling-office  became  weekly  more  ^ITV* 
and  more  ferious,  yet  the  Governor  generouiJy  promned  Captam 
Fagg  afllftance.  What  indeed  could  be  refufed  to  a  man  by  whofe 
manoeuvres  the  Port  was  once  more  open,  and  the  Bay  and  Straits 
again  under  the  command  of  a  L-ritlfli  Admiral  ?  Only  two  or  three 
haif-gallies  returned  to  Cabrita  Point  j  the  reil  of  their  fquadron 
were  driven  far  to  leev/ard  of  the  rock. 


Assuming  the  liberfy  of  a  fliort  digrelllon  in  this  place,  it  may 
be  neceffary  to  inform  the  Reader,  of  the  extent  and  breadth  of  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  acquaint  him,  at  the  fame  time,  with  the 
opinions  of  different  writers  concermng  the  perpetual  current  that 
fets  into  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  from  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean, 
which  has  fo  long  engaged  the  attention  of  many  celebrated  natural 
philofophers. 

The  Straits  of  Gibraltar  (formerly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Herculean  Straits)  are  about  twelve  leagues  in  extent,  from  Cape 
Spartel  to  Ceuta  Point,  on  the  African  coafl ;  and  from  Cape  Tra- 
falgar to  Europa  Point,  on  the  coafl  of  Spain.  At  the  weflern 
entrance,  they  are  in  breadth  about  eight  leagues,  but  diminifli  con- 
fiderably  about  the  middle,  oppofite  Tarifa  (a  fmall  lifhing-town 
on  the  Spanifh  coafl,  originally  a  place  of  great  confequence  and 
flrength)  though  they  widen  again  between  Gibraltar  and  Ceuta, 
where  they  are  about  five  leagues  broad. 

Philosophers,  who  have  communicated  their  fentiments  on  the 
extraordinary  phsenomenon  of  a  conflant  current,  differ  widely  in 
accounting  for  the  difpofition  of  that  continual  influx  of  waters, 
which,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  would,  without  fome  confumption 
or  return,  foon  overflow  the  boundaries  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 
The  late  ingenious  Dr.  Halley  was  of  opinion,    that  this  perpetual 

L  2  ^i^pply 
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«779»  fupply  of  water  from  the  vaft  Atlantic  Ocean  was  intended  by 
nature  to  recruit  what  was  daily  exhaled  in  vapour  :  others  again 
think,  the  waters  that  roll  in  with  the  center  current  are  returned, 
by  two  counter-ftreams,  along  the  African  and  Spaniih  fhores.  That 
there  are  two  counter-ftreams  is  without  doubt;  but  their  rapidity 
and  breadth  bear  little  proportion  to  the  principal  current.  A  third 
clafs  fuppofe  a  counter-current  beneath,  and  of  equal  ftrength  with 
the  upper  ftream ;  and  this  opinion  appears  confirmed  by  a  circum- 
ftance  related  by  Colonel  James,  in  his  defcription  of  the  Herculean 
Straits,  of  a  Dutch  fliip  being  funk  in  adtion  by  a  French  privateer 
off  Tarifa,  which  fome  time  afterwards  was  caft  up  near  Tangier, 
four  leagues  to  the  laejl-ward  of  the  place  where  flie  difappeared,  and 
direftly  againft  the  upper  current.  This  hypothefis  receives  alfo 
additional  fupport  from  the  repeated  difappointments  which  have 
been  experienced  by  many  naval  officers,  in  attempting  to  found  the 
depth  of  the  Straits  with  the  longefl  lines :  for  the  oppofition  between 
the  currents  might  carry  the  line  in  fuch  diredlions  as  to  defeat  the 
intention  of  this  experiment. 

These  fa6ts  feem  ftrongly  to  indicate  a  recurrency  to  the  weft- 
ward  ;  which,  though  it  may  not  be  fo  rapid  as  the  upper  ftream, 
yet,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  currents  along  the  Spanifh  and  Barbary 
fhores,  and  the  neceffary  exhalations,  may  account  for  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea  never  increafing  by  the  conftant  fupply  received  from 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  rapidity  of  the  fuperior  current  renders 
the  paffage  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  weftward  very  precarious 
and  uncertain,  as  fhips  never  can  flem  the  ftream  without  a  brilTc 
Levanter,  or  eaflerly  wind.  Veffels,  therefore,  are  often  detained 
weeks,  and  fometimes  months,  waiting  for  a  favourable  breeze ;  in 
which  cafe  they  find  a  comfortable  birth  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar.— 
To  return  to  my  narrative. 

Two 
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Two  frir  .tes,  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  joined  the  enemy's  1779, 
fmall  craft  in  the  Bay,  from  the  weft.  It  was  thought,  from  fome 
preparations  that  were  made  on  board  the  men  of  war  the  fucceed- 
ing  eve.iini;,  that  the  Admiral  intended  an  attempt  to  cut  out  or 
deftroy  th;;ie  fhips  :  a  council  was  held  in  the  navy,  and  the  pradi- 
cability  of  fuch  an  enterprife  debated  ;  but  nothing  was  done. 

The  Bay  being  again  open,  the  night  of  the  19th,  a  Moorifh 
fgttpe  came  in,  with  39  bullocks  and  a  few  fheep  :  the  former  were 
fo  weak  and  poor,  that  many  of  them  died  on  the  beach  as  foon  as  they 
were  landed  :  they  were,  however,  a  moft  acceptable  fupply.  The 
patron  informed  us,  that  a  vefTel  had  failed,  the  preceding  night,  for 
the  Garrifon,  with  40  bullocks,  50  ilieep,  and  30  goats  ;  which  we 
imagined  was  taken  by  the  gallies  at  the  Point.  The  following  day, 
a  Swede  ftood  in  for  the  Garrifon,  with  a  fignal  at  her  fore-top- 
gallant maft-head,  by  which  ftie  was  known  to  be  laden  with  pro- 
vifions,  and  configned  to  an  inhabitant.  Off  the  Point  (he  was 
boarded  by  a  row-boat,  and  condudled  immediately  to  Algeziras. 
The  23d,  the  Governor  proportioned  the  fuel  to  the  officers. 
This  article  was  now  become  fcarce  and  important.  The  coals  in 
the  Garrifon  were  few:  what  fuel,  therefore,  was  iffued 'at"*this 
period,  was  wood  from  fhips  bought  by  Government,  and  broken 
up  for  that  purpofe,  but  which  had  fo  ftrongly  imbibed  the  ialt 
water,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  we  could  make  it 
take  fire. 

A  SMALL  boat  arrived  on  the  24th,  with  a  packet  from 
Mr.  Logic  :  this  packet  was  landed  at  Mogadore  in  South  Barbary, 
by  the  Fortune  Hoop  of  war.  Captain  Squires.  If  I  rightly  recoi- 
led:, it  was  upon  this  occafion  that  the  following  fuccefsful 
ftratagem  was  effeded,  through  the  fidelity  of  a  Moor  entrufted  by 
Mr.  Logic  to  carry  the  difpatches  to  that  part  of  the  coaft,  whence, 
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*77gi  to  prevent,  liiterception,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  fend  them  to 
Gibraltar.  The  Spaniards,  acquainted  with  the  importance  of  thefe 
difpatches,  wii'hed  to  prevent  tliem .  coming  to  our  hands  j  and  ac- 
cordingly offered  a  thoufand  Cobs  (about  225I.  fterling)  to  the  Moor, 
to  induce  him  to  betray  his  truflr,  and  pretend  he  had  been  robbed 
on  his. way  to  the  coaft.  Tlie  faithful  Moor  immediately  ac(juainted 
the  Conful  with  the  offer,  who  dire6ted  him  to  promife  that  he 
would  comply.  In  the  interval  Mr.  Logic  prepared  falfe  difpatches, 
in  cyphers,  figned  and  dated  them  St.  James's,  and  affixed  a  feal 
from  the  cover  of  a  letter  of  Lord  Hilfborough's  tohimfelf :  thefe 
were  inclofed  as  ufual,  and  directed  to  General  Eliott.  The  Moor 
received  part  of  the  bribe,  and  delivered  up  the  fidtitious  packet : 
Mr.  Logie  on  his  return  appeared  much  diftreffed  by  the  accident^ 
and  the  next  evening  fentt  the  real  difpatches  to  Gibraltar. 

The  wind  veering  round  to  the  fouthward,  on  the  26th  Admiral 
Barcelo  returned  from  Ceuta  to  his  old  anchorage  off  Algeziras, 
and  the  port  again  became  clofely  blockaded.  A  deferter  came  in, 
the  morning  of  the  30th,  from  the  lines ;  he  belonged  to  the  Walon 
guards:  and  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  another  Walon  deferted^ 
to  us.  They  fired  feveral  mufquets  at  the  latter,  and  he  turned 
about  and  returned  the  fliot :  three  horfemen  then  purfued  him, 
but  were  driven  back  by  our  artillery.  After  firft  gun-fire,  two 
more  came  in,  of  the  fame  corps. 

The  Enemy's  operations  continued  to  be  confined  to  the  com- 
pletion of  their  batteries,  and  the  finifiiing  of  their  boyau.  In  their 
.  camp  we  obferved  them  bufily  employed  in  eredling  huts  for  the  - 
accommodation  of  their  troops  againft  the  winter  rains,  which  now 
had  begun  to  fet  in.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Governor  made 
every  neceflary  addition  to  the  works.  Water-port  covert- way  was 
doubly  palifaded,  and  a  battery  for  three  guns  eredled  on  the  Quay; 

a  work 
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s.  work  of  mafonry,  to  mount  two  guns,  was  built  at  Ragged-flafF;      '779' 
and  traverfes  of  cafks  and  earth  were  raifed  on  the  different  roads, 
on  the  north  front,  to  fecure  the  communications.     Some  improve- 
ments were  alfo  made  in  the  batteries  and  works  at  Europa.  • 

December  commenced  with  the  capture  of  a  Genoefe  polacre,  Dec. 
becalmed  off  Europa.  Our  failors  found  about  /^.  220  in  money 
on  board,  with  fome  letters,  from  which  we  learned  that  the  Enemy 
fuftained  fome  lofs  in  the  lines  from  our  lire.  The  4th,  the  Enemy 
beat  a  parley,  and  fent  in  a  mule  (belonging  to  Colonel  Green,  the 
chief  engineer)  which  had  ftrayed  to  their  lines ;  an  inftance  of 
politenefs  which  we  did  not  exped:.  The  8  th,  another  deferter 
came  in  ;  he  was  purfued,  but  we  proteded  him.  The  fubfequent 
day  we  obferved  feveral  men  about  the  weftern  and  eaftern  advanced 
flone  guard-houfes,  which  we  imagined  wej-e-pofled  there  to  prevent 
defertion.  Our  artillery  endeavoured  to  diflodge  them  with  round 
iliot,  but  did  not  fucceed.  The  loth,  the  Enemy  fired  feveral 
rounds,  from  Fort  St.-  Philip,  at  our  fiHiing-boats  in  the  Bay.  • 
Four  foldiers  of  De  la  Motte's  regiment,  quartered  on  Windmill- 
hill,  attempted,  on  the 7  3th,  to  defert :  fearch  v,'-as  however  imiTie- 
diately  made  for  them,  and  two  were  retaken.  Thofe  who  efcaped 
were  fuppofed  to  have  got  down  by  a  rope-Udder,  left  by  the  party 
employed  in  cutting  brufh-wood  for  fafcines.  The  next  day 
another  of  the  enemy  endeavoured  to  come  over  to  us,  but,  being 
purfued  by  two  horfenien,  was  cut  down  and  fecured.  One  of 
the  horfes  belonging  to  the  purfuers  was  killed  by  our  Ere,  and 
the  rider  much  bruifed  vv'ith  the  fall.  The  fucceeding  day,'  this 
unfortunate  man  was  executed  on  a  new  gallov/s,  ere6ted  near 
their  artillery-park,  and  the  body,  according  to  cuftom,  hung 
till  fun-fet. 

The   Governor,    on  the  19th,  ordered  that  no  guns  il;iould  be 
Bred  from  the  garrifon  at  the  Enemy's   fhipping,    if  the  diftance 

required 
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*779»  required  more  than  6°  elevation ;  except  when  fhips  were  chafing, 
*='-s'-»j  or  engaged.  On  the  20th,  the'  Buck,  having  refitted,  failed  on  a 
cruife  to  the  eaftward.  We  were  afterwards  informed  that  fiie 
unfortunately  fell  in  v/ith  a  French  frigate,  which,  after  a  few 
broadfides,  captured  the  Buck;  but  before  (he  could  be  got  into 
port,  fhe  funk  from  the  damage  received  in  the  adlion.  On  the 
night  of  the  26th,  we  had  a  moft  violent  florm  of  rain,  with 
,  dreadful  thunder  and  lightning.  The  fucceeding  morning  a  vaft 
quantity  of  wood,  cork,  &c.  was  floating  under  our  walls  :  the 
rain  had  wafhed  it  from  the  banks  of  the  Palmones  and  Gua- 
daranque,  and  it  was  wafted  by  the  wind  over  to  our  fide  of 
the  Bay.  Fuel  had  long  been  a  fcarce  article :  this  fupply  was 
therefore  confidered  as  a  miraculous  interference  of  Providence  in 
our  favour. 

The  Enemy,  the  27th,  fired  four  guns  from  Fort  St.  Philip  : 
one  of  the  fhot  ftruck  the  extremity  of  Prince's  lines.  Whether 
thefe  were  fired  to  frighten  our  fiiliermen,  who  were  dragging  their 
nets  near  the  farther  gardens,  without  Land-port,  or  only  ag  an 
experiment,  we  could  not  fay,  as  they  immediately  ceafed  on  our 
returning  the  fire  from  Willis's.  The  day  following,  came  in  three 
deferters ;  and  the  fame  morning  the  Fly  packet-boat  arrived  from 
Tangier,  with  40  goats,  fowls  and  eggs,  but  no  mail :  this  cargo, 
though  trifling,  was  highly  acceptable.  The  deferters  informed 
us  that  the  enemy  were  almoft  x)verflowed  in  their  lines,  from  the 
late  exceflive  rains  :  in  .fome  places,  particularly  near  the  new 
batteries,  the  water  was  two  and  three  feet  deep ;  and  their  efforts 
to  drain  it  off  had  hitherto  been  inefiredlual.  The  28th,  a  foldier 
of  Hardenberg's  deferted  down  the  back  of  the  rock. 

1780.         January,  1780,  did  not  commence  with  any  very  interefling 
events,     A  fquadron  of  men  of  war  palled  through  to  the  wefl  on 

the 
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the  2d  :  it  being  hazy,  we  could  not  diflinguifli  of  what  nation  they  1780. 
were  j  but  many  thought  them  Spaniards  from  Carthagena.  On 
the  evening  of  the  5th,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  enemy's  camp, 
which,  we  afterwards  learned,  deflroyed  four  officers  marquees, 
and  fix  or  feven  huts.  The  following  day,  after  gun-fire,  tv/o 
Walons  deferted  to  us  :  they  brought  information  that  upwards 
of  forty  mortars  were  mounted  in  the  lines,  and  that  all  their 
batteries  were  completed  with  cannon. 

A  Neapolitan  polacre  was  luckily  driven  under  our  guns  on 
the  8th,  and  obliged  to  come  in.  On  board  we  found  about  6000 
bufliels  of  barley,  a  cargo  (circumftanced  as  we  were)  of  ineftimable 
value.  The  bakers  had  long  been  limited  to  the  quantity  of  bread 
daily  to  be  iflued  to  the  inhabitants,  and  fentries  were  placed  at  the 
wickets  where  it  was  delivered,  to  prevent  confufion  and  riot. 
The  flrongeft  neverthelefs  had  the  advantage ;  fo  that  numbers  of 
women,  children,  and  infirm  perfons,  returned  to  their  miferable 
habitations,  frequently  without  tailing,  for  fome  days,  that  chief, 
and  perhaps  neceflary  fupport  of  life.  The  inhabitants  were  not 
the  only  fufFerers  in  this  fcene  of  diftrefs  ;  many  officers  and  foldiers 
had  families  to  fupport  out  of  the  pittance  received  from  the 
viftualling- office.  A  foldier,  with  his  wife  and  three  children, 
would  inevitably  have  been  ftarved  to  death,  had  not  the  generous 
contribution  of  his  corps  relieved  his  family  :  one  woman  aftually 
died  through  want ;  and  many  were  fo  enfeebled,  that  it  was  not 
without  great  attention  they  recovered:  thirties,  dandelion,  wild 
leeks,  5cc.  were  for  fome  time  the  daily  nouriffiment  of  numbers. 
Few  fupplies  arriving  from  Barbary,  and  there  appearing  little 
profpedt  of  relief  from  England,  famine  began  to  prefent  itfelf 
with  its  attendant  horrors  :  had  there  been  a  glimmering  hope  of 
affiftance  from  home,    it  would  have  enabled   many  to  fupport 
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1780,     themfelves   under  this   accumulation   of  diftrefs  j    but,    alas!    we 
feemed  entirely  abandoned  to  our  fortune. 

Not  only  bread,  but  every  article  necelTary  to  the  fupport  of  life, 
was  hard  to  be  procured,  and  only  to  be  purchafed  at  exorbitant 
prices.  Veal,  mutton,  and  beef,  fold  from  two  fhillings  and 
iix-pence,  to  four  lliillings  per  pound  ;  frefli  pork,  from  two 
to  three  fliillings  ;  fait  beef  and  pork,  one  Hiilling  and  three-pence 
per  pound ;  fowls,  eighteen  fhillings  per  couple  ;  ducks,  a  guinea ; 
fire-wood,  five  fhillings  per  hundred  weight ;  a  pint  of  milk  and 
water,  one  fhilling  and  three-pence.  Vegetables  were  extremely 
fcarce  :  a  fmall  cabbage  coil  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence,  and  a  fmall 
bunch  of  the  outward  leaves  fold  for  five-pence  :  Irifh  butter,  two 
fhillings  and  fix-pence  per  pound ;  eggs,  fix-pence  each  ;  and 
candles,  two  fhillings  and  fix-pence  per  pound.  The  beft  fifh  was 
mofl  exorbitantly  dear,  confidering  on  what  terms  the  garrifbn  had 
been  formerly  fupplied.  It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  from  the  rock 
being  almofl  furrounded  with  the  fea,  that  we  fhould  have  a  conftant 
refource  in  this  article ;  the  contrary  was  however  the  cafe :  our 
fifhermen  were  foreigners,  and  being  under  no  regulation,  they 
sxadled,  by  degrees,  moft  extravagant  fums  for  what  fome  months 
before  we  fhould  have  looked  upon  with  difgufl. 

This  extreme  fcarcity  of  provifions,  it  may  well  be  imagined, 
could  not  fail  to  exercife  the  invention  of  individuals.  A  fingular 
mode  of  hatching  chickens  was  about  this  time  fuccefsfully  pradtifed 
by  the  Hanoverians  ;  and,  as  it  may  be  acceptable  to  fome  readers,, 
the  procefs,  as  communicated  by  a  friend,  is  here  inferted.  The 
eggs  were  placed,  with  fome  cotton,  wool  or  other  warm  fub- 
ftance,  in  a  tin  cafe  of  fuch  conflruftion  as  to  be  heated  either 
by  a  lamp  or  hot  water ;  and,  by  a  proper  attention  to  the  tempera- 
Sure  of  heat,  the  eggs  were  commonly  hatched  in  the  ufual  time 
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of  a  hen's  fitting.  A  capon  (however  ftrange  it  may  appear)  was  1780 
then  taught  to  rear  them  :  to  reconcile  him  to  this  truR",  the 
feathers  were  plucked  from  his  breaft  and  belly ;  he  was  then 
gently  fcourged  with  a  bunch  of  nettles,  and  placed  upon  the 
young  hatch,  whofe  downy  warmth  afforded  fuch  comfort  to  the 
bared  and  fmarting  parts,  that  he,  from  that  period,  reared  them 
up,  with  equal  care  and  tendernefs  as  if  they  had  been  his  own 
offspring. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  loth,  a  fquadron  of  ihips  was  fcen 
to  the  eaf!:,  which  Jiad  paffed  through  in  the  night ;  five  were  of 
the  line,  and  one  under  jury-mafts  :  fuppofed  to  be  Count  D'Ef- 
taing's  fleet  from  the  Wefl  Indies.  The  fame  day  a  foldier  of  the 
58th  regiment  was  executed  for  flealing  :  he  was  the  firft  man  who 
had  fuffered  fince  General  Eliott  had  been  Governor.  The  day 
following,  the  enemy  fired,  from  Fort  St.  Barbara,  on  a  clergyman 
performing  the  lafl  office  over  the  corpfe  of  a  foldier  of  the  jad 
regiment,  at  the  burial-ground  near  the  Governor's  meadow.  The 
party  immediately  retired,  though  not  before  they  had  depofited 
their  charge.  As  this  condudl  convinced  us  that  the  enemy  would 
not  permit  us  to  bury  our  dead  without  the  garrifon,  a  part  of 
the  red  fands  behind  the  Princefs  of  Wales's  lines  was  appropriated 
to  that  purpofe. 

The  1 2th,  they  furprifed  us  again  with  ten  fhot  from  Fort 
St.  Philip  :  feveral  came  into  town,  and  did  fome  trifling  damage 
amongfl  the  buildings.  The  inhabitants,  whofe  alarms  had  not 
totally  fubfided  lince  the  middle  of  September,  when  the  Gover- 
nor opened  upon  the  enemy,  were  now  perfectly  convinced  they 
meant  to  return  our  fire ;  and  accordingly  began,  on  the  firft  report 
of  their  guns,  to  remove  themfelves  to  the  fouthward.  Some 
in  the  greateft  confufion  endeavoured  to  fecure  their  valuables  in' 
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'7^°'  town  ;  but  the  firing  ceafing,  the  fugitives,  before  night,  fummoned 
up  fufficient  courage  to  return.  A  woman,  paffing  near  one  of  the 
houfes,  was  flightly  hurt.  It  was  fingular  that  a  female  fliould 
be  the  firfl  perfon  wounded  at  this  remarkable  fiege.  In  the 
evening,  the  commanding  officers  had  orders  to  inform  their 
corps,  that  the  Governor  was  under  the  neceffity  of  curtailing 
the  weekly  allowance  of  provifions.  Difagreeable  as  this  intelli- 
gence was,  and  particularly  when  we  confider  the  diftrefs  which 
many  experienced  even  with  the  full  allowance,  the  men  received 
it  without  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  difcontent.  Convinced  of  the 
neceffity,  they  acquiefced  with  cheerfulnefs  :  indeed,  to  do  them 
juilice,  in  all  the  viciffitudes  of  this  trying  period,  the  garrifon 
fubmitted,  without  murmuring,  to  every  neceffary  regulation, 
however  unpleafing.  It  was  fortunate  for  many,  that  this  fub- 
ftradion  of  provifions  did  not  continue  long  :  nay,  it  remains  a 
doubt  with  feme,  whether,  at  the  time,  the  Governor  was  not 
apprifed  of  a  relief  being  near ;  and  did  not  enadt  this  regulation, 
folely  to  make  trial  of  the  difpofition  of  his  troops.  Iffo,  how 
fatisfadtory  a  circumftance  muft  it  have  been,  to  find  the  army  under 
his  command  accord,  with  fo  much  good-humour,  to  what  might 
be  confidered  as  a  real  hardfhip,  however  indifpenfable  ! 

Admiral  Duff,  on  the  13th,  gave  orders  to  the  men  of  war 
and  armed  vefiels,  to  be  prepared,  in  cafe  a  convoy  was  near,  to 
afl:brd  every  protedlion  to  any  ftraggling  Ihips  that  might  attempt 
the  Port  before  the  main  body  arrived.  This  caution  confirmed  us 
in  the  opinion  of  a  convoy  being  expeded  ;  and  a  general  joy  was 
diffufed  throughout  the  garrifon,  at  the  flattering,  though  probably 
diftant  profped:.  Two  days  after,  an  ordnance-brig,  which  with 
other  veflels  feemed  to  be  going  through  to  the  ealt,  fuddenly 
altered  her  courfe,  and,  notwithftanding  flie  was  oppofed  by  the 
enemy,  anchored  under  our  walls.     A  iliip  with  the  Britifh  flag, 
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entering  the  Bay,  was  fo  uncommon  a  fight,  that  almoft  the  whole  1780 
garrifon  were  aflembJed  at  the  fouthward  to  welcome  her  in ;  but 
words  are  infurficient  to  defcribe  their  tranfports  on  being  informed 
that  fhe  was  one  of  a  large  convoy  which  had  failed  the  latter  end 
of  the  preceding  month  for  our  relief.  The  diflrefled  Jews,  and 
other  in b^^-hitants,  were  frantic  with  joy;  and  the  repeated  huzzas 
from  ii  quarters,  for  fome  time  prevented  further  enquiries.  We 
after  ards  learned,  that  fhe  had  parted  company  with  the  convoy  in 
th'.  iiay  of  Eifcay,  and  off  Cadiz  had  difcovered  nine  fail  of  large 
Ih)  )S,  which  the  mafter  concluded  were  Spaniards  ftationed  there 
to  oppofe  their  entrance.  The  latter  part  of  their  information  gave 
us  m-uch  uneafinefs.  The  enemy,  we  concluded,  would  have  good 
intelligence  of  the  force  of  the  Britifli  convoy.  If,  therefore,  any 
oppofition  was  intended,  a  fuperior  fquadron  would  confequently  be 
ftationed  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits.  Thefe  reflections  damped, 
in  a  great  degree,  the  pleafure  we  before  experienced,  and  made 
us  apprehenfive  that  the  relief  was  not  fo  near  as  we  at  firft 
expedled.  The  profpedl  of  it  had  however  a  very  vifible  effed:  on 
the  price  of  provifions,  which  immediately  fell  more  than  two 
thirds. 

Since  it  was  probable  that  ftraggling  fliips  might  attempt  the 
Port  before  the  body  of  the  convoy  approached,  the  Childers  floop 
of  war,  and  armed  veffels,  were  ordered  to  cruife  in  the  Bay,  to 
proted:  them  from  the  Enemy's  fmall-craft.  Previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  brig,  a  foldier  of  the  58  th  regiment  deferted  from  a  party, 
employed  behind  the  Rock  in  gathering  ihrubs,  6cc.  for  fafcines^. 
The  1 6th,  a  Walon  deferted  to  us,  by  whom  we  were  informed,, 
that  the  Enemy  had  every  thing  prepared  in  their  lines  to  bombard 
the  Town.  At  another  time  we  fhould  have  been  greatly  alarmed, 
at  this  intelligence ;  but  our  thoughts  were  too  much  engaged  with 
tlie  pleafing,   though  uncertain  hopes  of  relief,    to  refled  on  the 

confequences 
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»7So,  confequences  of  a  bombardment.  In  the  evening,  our  apprehenfions 
v.^-Y-^  concerning  the  convoy  were  totally  difpelled,  hy  the  arrival  of  a 
brig  laden  with  flour,  which  communicated  the  joyful  news  that 
Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney  had  captured,  off  the  coaft  of 
Portugal,  a  Spanifh  64  gun  ihip,  five  of  32  and  28  guns,  with 
feventeen  merchantm-en,  belonging  to  the  Caracca  Company,  going 
from  Bilboa  to  Cadiz  ;  and  that,  with  a  fleet  of  tw^inty-one  fail 
of  the  line,  and  a  large  convoy  of  merchant-ihips  and  tranfports, 
he  was  proceeding  to  our  relief.  Every  idea  of  oppofition  at  this 
information  immediately  vaniflied ;  and  we  once  more  anticipated 
the  flattering  profpedl  of  feeing  the  Britifli  flag  again  triumphantly 
difplayed  in  the  Mediterranean. 

The  weather,  on  the  17th,  was  very  hazy;  but  clearing  up  the 
fucceeding  day,  one  of  the  prizes  arrived  without  any  oppofition 
from  the  Enemy.  The  midfhipman  who  brought  her  in  informed 
us,  that  when  he  parted  with  the  fleet  on  the  i6th.  Sir  George 
was  engaged  with  a  Spanifh  fquadron  off  Cape  St.  Mary's  ;  and 
that,  jufl:  before  they  lofl:  fight  of  them,  a  fliip  of  the  line  blew  up; 
but  he  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  difi:inguifh  whether  fhe  was 
friend  or  foe.  In  the  evening,  one  of  the  armed  Caracca  prizes 
came  in,  but  no  further  particulars  of  the  engagement  cpuld  be 
learned.  Our  anxiety  concerning  the  event  of  the  adlion  was 
however  removed,  a  few  hours  afterwards,  by  the  appearance  of  the 
convoy  off  Europa.  The  wind,  at  that  critical  time,  unfortunately 
failed  them  ;  and  the  vivid  flafhes  of  lightning,  by  which  we 
had  difcovered  the  fleet  at  the  firil:,  only  ferved  to  exhibit  them  to  us, 
driving  with  the  current  to  the  eafi;ward  of  the  rock.  The  Apollo 
frigate,  Capt.  Pownall,  with  one  or  two  merchantmen,  neverthelefs 
got  in  about  eleven  ;  and  by  the  former,  the  Governor  and  Garrifon 
were  acquainted  with  the  agreeable  tidings  of  a  complete  victory 
over  the  Spanifh  Admiral,  who,  with  three  others  of  his  fquadron, 
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was  taken :  one  was  run  afhore,  another  blown  up  in  the  engage-     1780, 

'  '■  ^  •~'  Jan. 

ment,  and  the  reft  difperfed. 

We  now  found,  that  the  plan  for  relieving  Gibraltar  had  been 
condudled  at  home  with  fuch  fecrecy  and  prudence,  that  the  Enemy 
never  fufpedted  that  Sir  George  meant  to  convoy  the  tranfports  to 
the  Straits,  with  fo  ftrong  a  fleet.  By  their  intelligence  from  Breft, 
they  underftood  he  was  to  feparate  in  a  certain  latitude,  and  proceed, 
with  the  main  body  of  the  men  of  war,  to  the  Weft- Indies. 
Thus  deceived,  they  concluded  that  the  tranfports  with  their  convoy 
would  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  their  fquadron,  which  confifted  of  eleven 
men  of  war,  all  chofen  fhips  from  their  grand  fleet. 

At  day-break,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  Enemy  unmafked 
one  of  their  fourteen-gun  batteries.  The  guns,  with  thofe  in  the 
fort,  were  all  elevated,  and  the  lines  reinforced  with  two  regiments 
of  infantry.  The  Governor,  notwithftanding  thefe  appearances, 
ordered  a  royal  falute  to  be  fired  at  fix  o'clock  from  Willis's.  The 
Panther  man  of  war  was  decorated,  and  alfo  fired  a  falute  on 
account  of  this  vidlory.  About  feven  the  Edgar  arrived,  with  the 
Phoenix  prize  of  80  guns,  having  on  board  the  Spanilli  Admiral, 
Don  Juan  de  Langara  y  Huarte.  This  Ihip  had  loft  her  mizen 
and  main  top-mafts,  but  feemed  little  injured  in  the  hull.  The 
Admiral,  who  was  wounded  in  the  engagement,  was  condudied 
on  fhore  in  the  evening  to  lodgings  in  town,  and  had  every  atten- 
tion and  compliment  paid  him,  which  were  due  to  his  rank.  At 
night.  Admiral  Digby,  in  the  Prince  George,  worked  round  Europa 
with  eleven  or  twelve  lliips  j  but  Sir  George  remained  with  the 
crippled  prizes,  and  with  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  off  Marbella, 
a  Spaniih  town,  formerly  of  note,  fixteen  leagues  to  the  eaftward- 
of  Gibraltar. 

The 


83  HISTORY    OF    THE    LATE 

1780,  The  20th,  being  the  anniverfary  of  the  King  of  Spain's  birth- 

day. Admiral  Barcelo's  fliips  were  decorated  according  to  cuflom. 
When  the  colours  were  ftruck  in  the  evening,  the  flag-fhip,  with 
her  confort  of  50  guns,  was  hauled  clofe  in  land ;  and  the  next 
day  a  large  party  began  to  ere(ft  a  battery  on  the  fhore  for  their 
protedlion ;  being  appreheniive,  probably,  of  an  attack  from  the 
Britifh  fleet.  The  night  of  the  21ft,  the  Enemy  unmafked  the 
other  batteries  in  the  lines,  which  again  caufeda  general  difturbance 
amongft  the  inhabitants-  Every  thing  feemed  now  prepared  to  fire 
upon  the  town.  The  convoy  continued  beating  up  ;  but  the  prizes 
were  fo  damaged  in  their  rigging,  that  they  could  not  be  expefted  to 
make  the  Bay  till  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  eaft.  Early  on  the 
22d,  feveral  men  of  war,  in  coming  into  the  Bay,  were  carried  down 
under  the  Enemy's  batteries,  near  Point  Mala,  which  occafioned  a 
general  alarm  in  their  camp.  Drums  beat  to  arms,  and  their  artil- 
kry  opened  in  an  inftant.  The  boats  of  the  fleet,  however,  were 
ordered  to  their  aflifl;ance,  and  the  ihips  were  towed  back  without 
receiving  much  damage.  One  man  was  killed,  and  two  wounded, 
©n  board  the  Terrible  j  all  of  them  Spanilh  prifoners. 

Sir  Gf:oRGE,  on  his  arrival  off  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  had  fent 
ijitelligence  to  Mr.  Logic,  to  prepare  fupplies  for  the  garrifon. 
Three  veflels,  therefore,  failed  in  the  courfe  of  the  2 2d  for  Tetuan, 
to  bring  over  what  was  at  hand.  The  Conful  had  provided  cattle, 
fafcines,  pickets,  &c.  in  readinefs  for  the  ihips  when  they  arrived  j 
but,  to  his  furprife,  the  ihips  fent  in  the  hurry  of  bufinefs,  under 
convoy  of  the  Bedford,  were  tranfports,  fitted  up  for  the  reception 
of  troops,  with  many  weeks  provifions  on  board;  and  before  the 
births  could  be  removed  to  admit  the  fupplies,  the  wind  came  eafterly, 
and  the  fhips  were  obliged  to  return  without  them.  This  overfight 
was  of  great  detriment  to  the  garrifon,  as  at  this  period  we  mif^ht 
have  procured  freih  provifions,  which  with  economy  would  have 
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ferved  for  fome  months.     The  garrifoa  veflels  were  afterwards  fent     .i7;?p 
for  thefe  articles ;  b,ut  after  Sir  George  Rodney's  departure,  moft  of 
them  were  detained  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Enemy's  cruifers. 

We  learned  by  the  Childers,  on  the  23d,  that  Sir  George  was  at 
anchoi",  with  the  prizes,  in  Tetuan  Road ;  and  waited  only  a 
favourable  wind  to  join  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  in  the  Bay. 
As  the  town  of  Tetuan  has  frequently  been  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages,  and  probably  will  as  often  occur  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fubfequent;  the  reader  will  perhaps  not  be  difpleafed  to  find  in.  thi§ 
place  a  lliort  defcription  of  it.  Tetuan  is  a  very  ancient  town  in 
Barbary,  fituated  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Ceuta,  about  fix  miles  from 
the  fea,  on  a  river  which  meanders  beautifully  through  a  pleafant 
country ;  but  which  has  a  bar  at  the  entrance,  that  renders  it 
unnavigable  for  large  fhips.  Small  veflels  get  up  about  two  miles,  as 
far  as  Marteen,  which  is  the  quay  and  port  of  Tetuan.  The  town  is 
walled  round  with  fquare  towers  at  different  diflances,  to  flank,  the 
curtains.  It  is  built  on  the  gentle  flope  of  a  hill ;  and  the  houfes 
being  white,  with  flat  roofs,  have  the  appearance  at  a  diflance  of  an 
encampment.  The  buildings  are  fo  contrived,  that  a  perfon  may  go 
from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  without  defcending  into  the 
ftreets  ;  and  in  this  manner  their  women,  by  occupying  the  upper 
flories,  viflt  each  other  without  being  expofed  to  the  fight  of  the 
male  fex  in  the  ftreets  below. 

The  Town  has  a  manufad:ory,  and  carries  on  a  confiderable 
trade,  principally  in  barter :  the  road  is,  however,  fo  expofed 
towards  the  eaft,  that  fliips  cannot  remain  there  during  the  Levant 
winds.  The  Moors  exchange  cattle,  poultry,  and  fruit,  for  other 
articles ;  and  when  there  is  a  truce  between  the  powers,  fupply 
feveral  parts  of  Spain  with  provifions.  The  oranges  of  Tetuan 
are  efteemed  the  largeft  and  beft-flavoured  of  any  in  that  part  of 
the  globe. 

N  The 
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1780J  The  Enemy,  we  imagined,  were  not  a  little  alarmed  by  the 
cafual  appearance  of  our  fhips  on  the  morning  of  the  2  2d;  as,  for 
feveral  days  after,  they  were  bufy  in  removing  cannon  from  their 
artillery-park  to  the  different  batteries  along  the  coaft.  At  Alge- 
ziras,  the  top-mafts  and  yards  of  the  men  of  war  were  ftruck,  and 
the  fhips  hauled  as  clofe  in  land,  under  the  protedlion  of  the  new 
battery,  as  the  depth  of  water  would  admit.  Several  Spanifh 
officers  were  now  permitted  to  return  on  their  parole  to  Spain. 
The  24th,  the  Childers  failed  back  to  Tetuanj  and  foon  after, 
arrived  a  Britifh  letter  of  marque  from  Newfoundland,  laden  with 
falt-fifh. 

Whilst  the  fleet  remained  in  the  Bay,  the  Governor  and  Gar- 
rifon  were  often  honoured  with  the  prefence  of  the  Royal  Midfhip- 
man.  Prince  William- Henry ;  and  when  that  youthful  hero,  on  his 
return,  laid  his  early  laurels  at  the  feet  of  his  Royal  Father,  he 
prefented,  at  the  fame  time,  a  plan  of  the  garrifon,  in  the  relief  of 
which  he  had  made  his  firfl  naval  effay.  In  that  plan  were  deli- 
neated the  improvements  which  the  place  had  undergone,  and  the 
new  batteries  eredted  on  the  heights  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
blockade. 

The  mention  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  brings  to  my  recolledlion 
an  anecdote  of  him,  which  occurred  whilfl  the  fleet  was  in  the  Bay. 
The  Spanifh  Admiral,  Don  Juan  Langara,  one  morning  vifited 
Admiral  Digby,  to  whofe  charge  the  Prince  was  intrufted;  and 
Don  Langara  was  of  courfe  introduced  to  his  Royal  Highnefs. 
During  the  conference  between  the  Admirals,  Prince  William  retired  j 
and  when  it  was  intimated  that  Don  Juan  wifhed  to  return.  His 
Royal  Highnefs  appeared  in  his  charader  of  midfliipman,  and 
refpedfully  informed  the  Admiral,  that  the  boat  was  ready.     The 
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Spaniard,  aftonifhed  to  fee  the  fon  of  a  Monarch  adling  as  a  petty     1780 
officer,  could  not  help  exclaiming,  •*  Well  does  Great-Britain  merit 
"  the  empire  of  the  fea,  when  the  humbleil  ftations  in  her  Navy 
**  are  fupported  by  Princes  of  the  Blood." 

Three  of  the  enemy,  on  the  25th,  deferted  to  the  garrifon  j  a 
fourth,  attempting  to  defert,  was  retaken,  and  another  was  ihot  by  the 
purfuers  within  mufket-fhot  of  our  lines.  We  fired  from  Willis's 
at  the  horfemen  who  follo.ved  them,  and  wounded  two  of  their 
horfes.  The  deferters  faid  it  was  reported,  that  the  Enemy  intended 
bombarding  the  town  the  fucceeding  day.  For  feveral  preceding 
months  we  had  reafon,  from  their  operations,  to  think  fuch  an 
event  not  improbable.  Seven  or  eight  mortar-batteries  had  been 
diftributed  along  their  lines,  in  which,  according  to  our  intelligence, 
were  upwards  of  forty  mortars  :  thefe,  with  the  cannon  bearing  on 
the  garrifon  from  their  gun-batteries,  amounted  in  all  to  upwards 
of  100  pieces  of  ordnance.  They  therefore  were  not  unprepared 
for  fuch  fervicej  but  whether  the  circumftance  of  the  Spanifh 
Admiral  and  officers  being  lodged  in  town  might  not  at  that  time 
in  fome  degree  influence  their  condudl,  or  whether  they  were  over- 
awed by  the  ftrong  naval  force  in  their  neighbourhood,  they  deferred 
the  bombardment  to  a  more  diftant  period. 

Sir  George  arrived  in  the  Sandwich  from  Tetuan  on  the  25th  i 
and  the  following  day,  the  prizes,  and  remaining  men  of  war, 
were  all  at  anchor  in  the  Bay.  A  council  of  war  wa.  immediately 
held  on  the  Admiral's  arrival  j  but  the  fubjedt  of  tiieir  debates 
was  not  made  public.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  a 
Newfoundland  vefTel  with  fifh,  coming  in,  approached  fo  clofe  to 
the  oppofite  coaft,  that  our  guard-boats  were  obliged  to  bring  her 
to  her  proper  birth. 

N  2  The 
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i^So,  The  Fortune  floop  carried  over  to  Point  Mala,  on  the  26th, 
cs-v^'  the  Spanifh  wounded  prifoners  :  Admiral  Langara,  with  his  fuite, 
flill  remained  in  town.  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney  landed 
on  the  27th  at  Ragged-flaff,  and,  after  vifiting  the  Spanifh  Admiral, 
dined  with  the  Governor.  Prince  William,  with  Admiral  Digby, 
&c.  likewife  dined  at  the  Convent.  The  fame  day,  the  Governor 
ordered  thofe  foldiers  wives  and  children,  who  were  not  provided 
with  twelve  months  provilions,  to  prepare  to  leave  the  garrifon  with 
the  fleet :  250  lb.  of  flour,  or  360  lb.  of  bifcuit,  was  ftated  as  fuiHcient 
for  one  perfon.  By  this  regulation  many  ufelefs  hands  were  fent 
home,  which  would  have  been  a  vaft  burthen  on  the  garrifon, 
circumfl:anced  as  we  afterwards  were.  The  evening  of  the  28th, 
the  Childers  failed  for  England  with  difpatches  from  the  Admiral  ^ 
but  meeting  with  a  gale  of  wind  at  weft,  flie  was  compelled  to 
return,  after  lofing  her  fore-yard,  and  throwing  four  guns  over-board. 
At  night  came  in  a  defer ter  from  the  Walon  guards. 

About  noon,  on  the  29th,  a  large  fliip  appeared  from  the 
weftward  :  on  doubling  Cabrita  Point  ihe  was  difcovered  to  be  an 
enerhy.  Signals  were  inftantly  made  for  the  Edgar  and  two 
frigates  to  attack  her.  In  the  mean  time  the  Spaniard  feemed 
greatly  confufed,  but  at  laft  worked  clofe  in  land,  between  two 
barbet  batteries  at  the  Point.  Several  brcadfides  were  exchanged 
between  her  and  the  Edgar,  whilft  the  frigates  attacked  the  bat- 
teries. They  were  however  after  fame  time  recalled,  the  Admiral 
being  appreherifive  that  they  liiight  fuftain  greater  damage  from  the 
land,  than  the  objedl  in  adrion  would  excufe.  The  fame  day  the 
fecond  battalion  of  the  73d  regiment,  or  Lord  M'Leod's  High- 
landers, commanded  by  Lieut.  Gol.  George  M'Kenzie,  difembarked 
from  on  board  the  fleet  at  the  New  mole,  and  took  pofl*eflion  of  the 
cafemates  in  the  King's  baftion,  &c.  This  regiment  was  intended 
for  Minorca  i  but  General  Eliott  thought  proper,  with  the  advice 

of 
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of  the  Admirals,  &c.  to  detain  them.     Their  flrength  at  this  time      V^°' 

,  °  Jan. 

was  30  officers,  6  itaiF  officers,  50  ferjeants,  22  drummers,  and  «^.v*^ 
944.  rank  and  file  :  an  excellent  reinforcement  in  our  lituation,  fmce 
the  fcurvy  had  already  be^un  to  appear  among  us.  Colonels  Pidon 
and  Mawhood,  with  many  oiher  officers,  joined  their  corps  alfo  by 
this  fleet.  On  the  night  of  the  29th,  came  in  three  more  Walons. 
The  Minorca  convoy  failed  on  the  3 1  ft,  under  the  Marlborough^ 
Invincible,  6cc.  The  wind  changing  to  the  eaft  in  the  evening, 
the  Childers  made  another  attempt  to  pafs  the  Straits  ;  which  fhe 
effedled,  and  carried  home  difpatches  giving  authentic  accounts  of 
the  preceding  vidlory. 

Sir  George,  when  he  captured  the  Caracca  fleet,  judged  that 
the  cargoes  of  feveral  would  be  ufeful  to  the  garrifon  :  he  therefore 
brought  with  him  what  Ihips  he  thought  would  be  ferviceable, 
and  landed  their  freights  along  with  the  fupplies  which  Govern- 
ment had  {zwt  out.  A  great  number  of  guns  of  heavy  metal,  and 
fome  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  were  alfo  purchafed  from  the 
Spanifli  prizes  by  the  Governor,  notwithftanding  he  had  received 
a  large  fupply  of  the  latter  by  the  convoy.  The  artillery  (whofe 
conftant  pradlice  it  was  to  try  the  ftrength  of  powder  on  the  bat- 
teries) afterwards  compared  the  quality  and  ftrength  of  the  Britilh 
and  Spanifh  powder,  and  found  the  former  greatly  fuperior. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  the  wind  from  the  S.  W.  blew  a  Peb. 
flrong  gale,  which,  from  the  foulnefs  of  the  anchorage  ofl^  Rofia 
Bay,  &c.  involved  the  fleet  in  great  diftrefs.  Some  of  them  were 
in  very, imminent  danger  of  being  forced  upon  the  rocks,  particu- 
larly one  of  the  Spanifh  prizes,  which  without  doubt  would  have 
experienced  that  fate,  if  feafonable  affi fiance  had  not  been  fent  her, 
and  the  wind  had  not  abated.  The  3d,  Admiral  Barcelo  again 
hoifled  his  flag  and  ehfign,  having  fecured  his  fhips  by  a  ftrong 
boom,    and  completed  the  battery  on  the  land,    which  mounted 
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1780,     22   guns.      Merlons   were  alfo  added   to  the  Fort  on  the  Ifland, 
which  before  was  en  barbet. 

Three  deferters  came  in  on  the  5th  :  they  were  immediately  fent 
on  board  the  fleet,  where  the  others  had  been  ordered  the  preceding 
day,  to  take  their  pafTage  for  England.  Thefe  men  gave  difmal 
accounts  of  the  Enemy's  fufferings  in  camp,  where  univerfal 
difcontent  prevailed  on  account  of  the  great  fcarcity  and  dearnefs 
of  provifions.  We  little  doubted  the  truth  of  this  intelligence  : 
the  neighbourhood  of  their  camp,  from  our  own  knowledge  of 
the  country,  was  not  capable  of  fublifting  fo  large  an  army  j 
confequently  they  were  obliged  to  be  fupplied  with  provifions,  &c. 
from  places  at  a  diftance  ;  and  thefe  refources,  iince  Admiral 
Rodney's  arrival,  had  been  cut  off.  Our  cruifers,  in  truth,  not 
only  obftrudled  thefe  fupplies,  but  alfo  prevented  the  garrifon  of 
Ceuta  from  receiving  the  refrefhments  from  Spain  which  their 
iituation  made  neceffary ;  and  our  intelligence  from  Barbary  men- 
tioned that  that  garrifon  was  in  a  fimilar,  if  not  worfe  condition 
than  their  oppofite  friends.  If  Sir  George  therefore  had  continued 
fome  time  longer  in  the  Mediterranean,  our  enemies  probably 
would  have  been  reduced  to  greater  difficulties  than  we  ourfelves 
had  experienced. 

As  THIS  fortrefs  isin  fome  degree  connedted  with  the  fubjeft  of 
the  prefent  narrative,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  relieve  the  reader's 
attention  by  a  brief  defcription  of  it.  The  town  of  Ceuta  is  fituated 
on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  about  1 5  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Gibral- 
tar. In  the  £era  of  the  Romans  it  was  a  town  of  fome  note,  but 
on  the  decline  of  that  empire  fell,  like  others,  to  the  dominion  of 
the  Goths  and  Moors.  Ceuta  remained  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
latter  till  the  year  141 4,  wl:ien  John  I.  King  of  Portugal,  with  a 
formidable  force,  furprifed  and  took  it.  The  Moors  afterwards 
made  many  attempts  to  recover  it,   but  in  vain ;  and  ever,  fmce, 

it 
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it  has  remained  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Chriftians.  Upon  the  l78o> 
demife  of  Henry  of  Portugal,  in  1578,  that  crown  was  feized 
upon  by  the  Spaniards  ;  Ceuta  confequently  became  a  Spanifli 
garrifon  :  and  when  the  Portuguefe  revolted,  under  John  Duke 
of  Braganza,  in  1640,  and  again  eftablifhed  themfelves  into  a 
diftindt  kingdom,  Ceuta  did  not,  with  the  reft  of  the  Empire, 
return  to  its  natural  allegiance,  but  continued  in  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards,  by  whom  it  has  been  held  ever  lince.. 

Being  a  promontory  projecfling  into  the  fea,  the  fituation  of 
Ceuta  is  not  much  different  from  that  of  Gibraltar.  The  town, 
which  is  built  on  the  neck  of  land  that  joins  it  to  the  Continent^ 
is  ftrongly  fortified  in  the  modern  manner.  The  fuburbs  are  at 
fome  diftance,  in  order  to  be  more  out  of  reach  of  the  fhells,  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  from  the  land ;  and  they  extend  to  the  foot  of  a 
mountain,  at  the  extremity  of  the  peninfula,  on  which  are  eredied 
a  watch-tower  and  caftle,  furrounded  with  a  fortified  wall,  about  a 
league  in  circumference.  The  fortifications  are  kept  in  good  repair 
by  flaves,  who  are  fentenced  to  this  punifhment  from  the  different 
prifons  in  Spain ;  and  a  flrong  garrifon  is  kept  in  the  fortrefs,  ta 
prevent  a  flirprife  from  the  Moors,  who,  like  the  Spaniards  with 
refpeil  to  Gibraltar,  have  a  watchful  eye  over  it.  The  city  is 
regularly  furniflied  with  provifions  from  the  oppofite  ports  in  Spain ; 
and  being  deflitut'e  of  v/ater,  which  was  formerly  conducted  by  an 
aquedud:  from  the  neighbourhood,  is  fuppHed  with  that  article 
from  Eflepona,  a  finall,  Spanifh  fifhing-tovvn  about  nine  leao-ues  to 
the  eaflward  of  Gibraltar. 

Another  deferter  came  in  on  the  loth  of  February.  The  day 
following,  the  invalids  and  women  embarked  on  board  the  fleet. 
By  the  1 2th  the  fupplies  were  all  landed,  and  the  rigging  of  the 
Spanifh  prizes  being  repaired,  the  fleet  prepared  to  return.  The 
fame  day  a  flag  of  truce  brought  over  fome  Englifh  prifoners :  one 

of 
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1780,     of  them,  the  mafter  of  a  merchantman,  which  had  been  tak,en  in 

Feb. 

her  voyage  to  the  Garrifon,  informed  us  that  the  boom  at  Algeziras 
was  a  twenty-two-inch  cable-rope,  buoyed  up  by  calks,  to  prevent 
•our  fending  fire-fliips  among  their  fhipping. 

The  Spanifh  Admiral,  having  regulated  with  Sir  George  Rodney 
every  thing  concerning  the  exchange  and  releafe  of  prifoners,  was 
permitted,  on  the  13th,  to  return  upon  his  parole  into  Spain.  He 
was  condufbed,  with  part  of  his  fuite,  in  the  Governor's  carriage, 
to  the  Spanifh  lines,  where  he  was  received  by  his  friends,  and  with 
them  proceeded  on  to  the  camp.  The  fucceeding  day,  the  remainder 
of  the  Spanifh  officers  were  taken  by  the  Fortune  floop,  and  landed 
at  the  Orange-grove.  Lieut.  Williams,  of  the  navy,  (who,  after 
taking  poiTeffion  of  one  of  the  Spanifh  prizes  in  the  action  off  St. 
Mary's,  was  obliged  to  run  her  afhore  near  Cadiz,  and  furrender 
himfelf  prifoner,)  returned,  vi'ith  another  officer,  on  board  the  floop, 
to  the  Garrifon.  The  liberal  and  polite  behaviour  of  the  Navy  and 
the  Governor  to  Don  Langara  and  his  countrymen,  made  a  fenfible 
and  lafting  impreffion  on  their  minds,  and  was,  confefTedly,  of  great 
advantage  to  the  Englifh  prifoners  in  Spain ;  particularly  to  thofe 
taken  in  our  neighbourhood,  who  ever  afterwards  were  treated  with 
great  attention  and  humanity. 

In  the  evening  of  the  13th,  the  Britifh  fleet  got  under  way^ 
excepting  the  Edgar  and  the  Panther  fhips  of  the  line,  the  Enter- 
prife  and  Porcupine  frigates,  which  were  left  behind,  as  great  part 
of  their  crews  had  been  removed  to  man  the  prizes.  The  enemy, 
on  their  appearing  in  motion,  immediately  gave  the  alarm,  which 
was  communicated  by  fignals  from  their  towers  along  the  coafls 
towards  Cadiz.  At  dulk,  few  of  cur  fhips  were  in  fight  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  hilL 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER      IV. 

The  Spaniards  renew  the  blockade. — Attempt  to  burn  our flnpphig  by  nine 
f,re-Jhips,  but  fnifcarry. — Gun-boats. — Garrijon  again  dijlrejj'ed. — 
Enetny  effectually  cut  off'  the  Jupplies  frojji  Barbary. — Break  ground 
in  advance  from  their  lines. — Scurvy  very  prevalent. — Greatly 
relieved  by  the  ufe  of  lemotis, — Modejff  ufng  this  vegetable  acid. — 
Garrifon  obtain  a  few  fiippUes  from  Minorca. — Enemy  retarded  in 
their  operations. — Spirited  aSlion  between  the  Enemy  and  an  EngliJJ} 
polacre.- — Garrifon  obliged  to  quit  the  gardens  on  the  neutral  ground. 
— Tangier. — Speedwell  cutter  arrives  after  afpirited  engagement.-— 
A  fpy  difcovered. — Mr.  Logic,  the  Britijh  Confiil  in  Barbary, 
expelled  the  Eniperors  dominions. — Cruel  treatment  which  he  and 
the  other  Britijh  fubjeSls  experienced,. — Caufe  of  this  event. — A 
memorial fi-om  the  Offcers  of  the  Garrifon. — Great  difrefs  of  the 
troops. — The  Kite  cutter.  Captain  Trollop,  arrives  with  intelligence 
that  the  Britijl:)  fleet  is  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits. 


X  HE  Garrifon  might  now  be  coniidered  in  a  very  perfe6l  ftatc  ,-gg 
of  defence.  The  fcurvy  indeed  had  begun  to  afFedl  many,  and  ^®'^- 
threatened  to  become  more  general ;  but  we  flattered  ourfelves  that 
the  Enemy  would  give  up  their  intention  of  ftarving  us  to  a  furrender, 
and,  by  relaxing  in  their  vigilance  at  fea,  might  afl^brd  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  receiving  conftant  fupplies  of  thofe  articles  moft  efTential 
to  health.  Our  ftores  and  magazines  were  full ;  a  reinforcement  had 
joined  the  garrifon  ;  and  new  fpirits  were  infufed  into  the  troops, 
fince  they  were  convinced,  from  the  powerful  force  fent  to  their 
relief,  that  they  were  not  forgotten  in  the  multiplicity  of  objedts 
which  neceflarily  engaged  the  attention  of  our  friends  at  home. 

O  Admiral 
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1780,  Admiral  Duff  having  returned  on  board  the  fleet  to  England, 

the  command  of  the  fquadron  that  remained  in  the  Bay,  confequently 
devolved  on  Captain  Eiiott  of  the  Edgar,  who,  on  the  14th  of 
February,  hoifted  his  broad  pendant  as  Commodore. 

The    1 6th  of  the  fame  month.  Admiral  Barcelo  removed  the 
boom   at    Algeziras,    and    vv^arped  out   to  his  former   anchorage,  . 
immediately  detaching  his  fmall  craft  to  Cabrita  Point,   to  intercept : 
any  fhips  that  might  attempt  coming  in.  ,  In  the  afternoon,  the 
Enemy  executed  tv/o  men  in  cam.p,  who,  it  was  imagined,  had  been 
retaken  in  attempting  to  defert :   their  bodies  were,  not  cat  down- 
until  the  20th.     This  punifhment  feemed  however  to  have  little 
effe(5tj  for  at  night  three. others  came  in,  having. fwum  round  Fort 
Barbara.     The  multitude  of  deferters  from  the  Spanifli  lines  during 
the  whole  of  the  fiege,  is  one  of  the  circumftances  leaft  capable  of 
a  fatisfadtory  explanation.     What  could  thefe  unhappy  men  expeft 
in  a  confined  and  blockaded  garrifon,    and   even  at  a  time  when 
they  could  not  fail  to  be  acquainted  with  the  diftrefs  and  difficulties  - 
under  which  we  laboured  ?     The  very  ad  of  efcaping  was  attended 
with   innumerable   dangers  i    and,    fhould   the  Garrifon  afterwards 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,   they  were  certain  to  meet  with 
the  fevereft  puniiliment.     There  is,  however,  a  kind  of  heroifm  in 
the  paflions  :   difguft,  or  refentment,  will  prompt  men  to  overlook  , 
dangers  and, difficulties,  v/hich,  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  would  be 
sileemed  infurmountabko 

A  Venetian  came  in  from  the  weft,  on  the  21  ft:  llie  fpoke 
the  Britifh  fleet  all  well  to  the  weft  of  Cape  St.  Vincent.  The  fub- 
fequent  day,  a  Dutch  prize,  laden  v/ith  flour,  was  fent  in  by  the 
Maidftone.  privateer,  which  arrived  herfelf  on  the  23d.  Several 
other  veffels  came  in  during  the  intermediate  time  to  the  27th  : 
when  a  Spaniili  fquadron  of  four  line-of-battle  ihips,  two  frigates, 

and 
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and  a  xebeque  joined  Admiral  Barcelo  from  the  weft,    and  again      irSo, 
blocked  up  the  port.     From  the  patched  and  diforderly  appearance    i.^v-*« 
of  their  fails  and  rigging,  it  was   conjedured  that  they  were  fitted 
up  in  hafte,  and  folely  for  the  duty  of  the  blockade :  it  gave  us 
however  fome  uneafmefs  to  find  them  again  likely  to  adopt  their 
former  fyftem. 

At  day-break,  on  the  preceding  day,  we  difcovered  a  veflel  at 
anchor  off  Waterport,  which  we  fired  upon,  fuppofing  her  to  be  a 
Spaniard  :  fhe  immediately  fent  her  boat  to  Ragged-ftaff,  and 
informed  us  that  flie  was  of  Naples,  and  bound  to  London  ;  that  fhe 
had  touched  at  Minorca,  and  had  on  board  two  Englilh  difcharged 
foldiers,  and  two  women  paflengers.  The  boat  returned,  and  foon 
after  went  on  fliore  at  Fort  St.  Philip,  where  it  remained  about  half 
an  houri  In  the  evening  the  Enemy  fired  a  fliot  at  the  vefl*el ;  upon 
which  fhe  fent  her  boat  a  fecond  time  alhore  :  we  anfwered  the  £hot 
from  Willis's ;  neverthelefs  at  night  ihe  went  over  unperceived  to 
Algeziras. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  three  regiments  decamped  from  the    March. 
Enemy's  army,  and  took  different  routes.      On  the  night  of  the  2d, 
two  Genoefe  failors,  who  had  formerly  belonged  to  a  privateer  of 
the  garrifon,  came  over  to  us  in  a  fmall  boat  from  Algeziras.     The 
folio v/ing  day  a  Spaniili  convoy  under  a  Commodore  arrived  in  the 
Bay,  from   the  weft.     The  Governor,    on  the  nth,  ordered  the 
Garrifon  to  be  vidualled  monthly  (bread  excepted)  in  the  following 
proportion:  for  a  foldier,  each  firft  and  third  week,   i  lb.  of  pork, 
2Ub.  offaltfiih,  which  had  been  purchafed  from  the  Newfound- 
land ftiip ;  2  pints  of  peafe;   lib.  of  Hour/  lib.  ofraifms;    i  lb.     ' 
of  rice;  50Z.  of  butter ^   if  pint  of  oatmeal.     Second  and  fourth 
week,   1 1  lb.  of  beef,   alb.   of  fifh,  2  pints  of  peafe,   i  lb.  of  rice, 
50Z.  of  butter,    if  lb.  of  wheat,    Hh.  of  raifins.     The  fait  cod 
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1780,  being  indiiiferent  of  its  kind,  and  the  foldiers  not  having  proper 
vegetables  to  drefs  with  it,  proved  very  pernicious.  This  article 
continued  to  be  delivered  for  near  feven  months  ;  and  undoubtedly,  in 
a  great  degree,  promoted  that  dreadful  difcrder,  the  fcurvy,  which, 
before  Sir  George  Rodney  arrived,  had  made  its  appearance,  and 
aftewards  became  very  general  and  fatal.  The  Governor,  however^ 
in  this  new  diftribution,  confidered  the  hofpital,  whofe  proportion 
of  fait  meat  was  lefs,  and  more  nourifliing  articles  ifTued  in  ftead. 

Notwithstanding  the  repeated  afTurances  from  the  Spaniards^, 

that  the  EngliQi  prifoners  in  our  neighbourhood  fliould  be  exchanged 

for  thofe  taken  with  Admiral  Langara,  none  were  yet  fent  in  agreeably 

to  that  Admiral's-  promJfe  :   Commodore  Eliott  was  ■  therefore  under 

the  neceffity  of  making  a  formal  demand,  and  to  enforce  it  told  them, 

if  they  did  not  comply,  he  fliould  expert  the  Spanifh  Admiral  would 

return  with  the  officers   then  upon  their  parole.     This  convinced 

them  the  Commodore  was  no  longer  to  be  trifled  with  :  accordingly, 

on  the  1 2th,  about  390  Britifh  feamen  were   received   onboard  the 

Fortune  floop,    and   diftributed  amongfl  the  men   of  war,    whofe 

crews,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  were  fent  to  man  the  Spanifh 

prizes.     The  fame  day  a  Moorifli  floop  came  in  from  Malaga,  and 

brought  intelligence  that  the  Enemy  had  fitted  up  feveral  fire-lhips 

in  the  Bay.     In  the  evening,  three  of  the  yad  abfented  themfelves 

from  their  corps  :  fearch  was  made  the  fucceeding  day,  and  two  of 

them  were  difcovered  afleep  in  a  cave,  beliind  the  Sugar-Loaf  Point. 

They  had  cut  up  their  working-dreffes  into  fhreds,  which  were  tied 

to'3-ether  to  favour  their  defcent  down  the  rock  ;  and  it  is  imagined 

the  following  night  they  would  have  repeated  their  attempt  to  get  oi?l 

One   of  thefe   men  was   afterwards  executed,    but  the  other  was 

pardoned. 

The 
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The  Fly  packet  arrived  the  14th,  with  an  Englifh  mail.  In  the  i78o> 
afternoon  the  Maidftone  came  in,  with  a  fettee  prize,  which  the 
Captain  had  cut  out  of  Malaga  road.  A  privateer,  called  the  Alert, 
beat  in  from  the  Weft  on  the  15th,  notwithftanding  an  eafterly 
wind.  A  prize  following  her  was  taken  off  Cabrita  Point.  The 
17th,  the  Enemy  fent  in  41.  Britifh  feamen,  who  were  diftributed. 
as  before. 

The  Enemy  at  this  time  were  not  particularly  employed.  Some 
new  arrangements  were  made  in  their  artillery- park  ;  and  in  their 
camp  they  were  bufy,  colledling  brufh-wood  for  fafcines,  which 
caufed  various  conjed:ures  in  the  Garrifon  concerning  their  future 
operations.  A  falute  and  feu-de-joie  were  fired  in  their  camp  on 
the  19th,  fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  the  birth  of  a  fon  to  the 
Princefs  ofAfturias,.  The  night  of  the  23d,  the  Alert  failed  with 
difpatches  for  England  j  and  on  the  29th  we  received  from  the 
Enemy  more  Englifli  prifoners.  In  the  courfe  of  the  month  the 
Garrifon  loft  four  men  by  defertion. 


April  was  not  remarkable  for  any  events  of  moment.  On  the 
2d,  the  Porcupine  frigate.  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  Bart,  filled  to 
the  eallvvard  on  a  cruife.  The  5th,  arrived  the  Fly  packet :  (he 
reported  that  a  merchantman,  bound  to  the  Garrifon,  had  been 
obliged,  by  a  north  wind,  when  flie  was  almofl  arrived  in  the  Bay, 
to  pafs  to  the  eaftward,  and  put  into  Tetuan,  where  fhe  waited  a 
favourable  opportunity  to  renew  her  attempt.  The  Fortune  floop, 
on  the  6th,  took  over  to  the  enemy  300  Spaniards,  who  had  been 
confined  as  prifoners  for  fome  time  in  our  Navy-hofpital.  She 
returned  with  nine  Britiili,  and  two  days  after  took  over  280  pri- 
foners. The  night  of  the  12th  a  floop,  with  two  fettees,  came  in 
from  Tangier  :  the  former  brought  a  packet  from  Mr.  Logle  ,•  and 
the  latter>  cattle,  and  other  acceptable  articles.     The  following  day 
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17PC,  we  obleived  the  Enemy  formiiig  a  bridge  of  pontons  acrofs  the 
t„J^  mouth  of  the  river  Guadaranque.  At  night,  the  Hyena  frigate, 
Capt.  ThompfoH,  arrived  in  thirteen  days  from  England.  She 
was  chafed  by  the  Enemy's  cruifers,  and  fired  at,  but  r^eCeived  very 
•little  damage.  The  20th,  the  Edgar,  Commodore  Eliott,  and  the 
Hyena,  with  a  privateer,  failed  to  the  weft,  notwithftanding  the 
Enemy's  fuperiority  in  the  Bay.  Admiral  Barcelo  feemed  to  fufpefl 
their  intentions  ;  for  inftantly  on  their  appearing  under  fail,  he  made 
a  fignai  for  his  fquadron  to  purfue.  The  Edgar  and  her  confort 
were,  however,  out  of  fight  before  the  Spaniards  got  abreaft  of 
Cabrita  Point. 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  month,  the  Enemy  were  more 
aftive  in  their  camp,  and  fometimes  in  the  lines  ;  to  which  place 
they  brought  down  a  great  quantity  of  fafcines.  They  were  chiefly 
employed  in  railing  the  boyau,  and  making  repairs,  which  were 
however  fo  trifling,  that  our  artillery  did  not  difl:urb  them.  Befides 
the  arrivals  already  noted,  we  received  fupplies  by  two  or  three  boats 
from  the  Barbary  coaft ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  month,  three 
-deferters  came  over  from  the  Enemy,  one  of  whom  fivam  from 
Teffe's  battery  to  Landport. 

May.  May  was  not  lefs  barren  of  interefting  occurrences  than  the  pre- 

ceding month.  Several  deferters  attempted  to  get  in,  but  fome 
were  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  overtaken  by  the  purfuers.  Thefe 
wretches  were  generally  executed  the  fucceeding  day,  but  the  example 
did  not  deter  others  from  fimilar  attempts. 

The  4thj  the  Fly  returned  with  fowls,  leather,  and  fruit.  Two 
days  following,  the  Enemy's  army  were  under  arms  in  two  divifions, 
and  performed  a  fham-engagement.  One  divifion  took  pofl  on  the 
eminence  above  the  Stone-quarry,  under  the  Queen  of  Spain's  chair, 
^nd  was  attacked  by  the  other  from  below.     After  a  fmart  cannonade, 

and 
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and  briik  difcharge  of  mufquetry,  the  party  above  gave  wayj  but  1780, 
the  night  prevented  our  obferving  the  conclufion.  The  fucceeding 
day,  the  Fortune  received  from  a  Spanilh  flag  of  truce  47  prifoners, 
very  fev7  of  whom  were  Britifli.  At  night  fmall  arms  were  dif- 
charged  on  the  neutral  ground,  fuppofed  to  be  at  fome  deferters  who 
were  coming  off.  One  Walon  reached  the  barrier,  and  informed 
us  that  feveral  of  his  comrades  agreed  to  follow  him.  The  loth, 
two  men  were  executed  in  the  SpaniHi  camp  ;  probably,  the  fame 
who  were  retaken. 

Another  deferter,  belonging  to  the  regiment  of  Eflremadura, 
came  in  on  the  1 1  th,  and  was  remarkable  for  being  the  firft  native 
of-  Spain  who  deferted.  The  SpaniOi  infantry  in  general  is  raifed 
upon  a  local  effcablifhment.  Each  diftridl  is  required,  by  an  ancient 
law  called  the  ^hita,  to  furnifli  a  certain  proportion  of  troops  • 
and  the  men  are  enrolled  for  about  i^Ntw  or  eight  years  fervice 
after  which  time  they  are  permitted  to  return  to  their  refpedlive 
provinces  :  and,  as  the  Spaniards  are  all  ftrongly  attached  to  their 
native  fpot,  defertion  is  confequently  lefs  common  with  them  than 
with  any  other  troops.  Mofc  of  the  men  who  deferted  to  us 
came  from  thofe  regiments  in  their  fervice  which  are  compered  of 
foreigners.  . 

A  Swede  was  brought-to  from  Europa,  the  15th,  and  obliged 
to  come  in.  We  v/ere  much  difappointed  in  her  lading,  which 
was  fait.  We  had  a  {^.-^  days  before  received  fome  fupplies  from 
Tangier;  and  on  the  i8th  two  boats  arrived  from  Tetuan,  with" 
fowls  and  oil :  the  latter  reported  that  the  Fly  packet,  which  had 
left  us  on  the  1 1  th,.  was  driven  aihore  on  the  Barbary  coaft  by 
the  Enemy's  cruifers,  who,  after  the  crew  had  quitted  her,  took 
pofTeffion.  We  were  much  concerned  at.this  intelligence  ^  for  the 
Fly  v/as  a  faft  failer,    and  had  been  very  fortunate  in  frequently 

paffing 
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1780.  paffing  in  and  out  unobferved.  The  .20th,  came  in  a  Moorifh 
i^~Y^  floop  from  Malaga,  with  butter, .  raifins,  and  leather  :  the  latter 
article  was  much  wanted-;  indeed,  fo  fcarce  was  it  become  in 
the  garrifon,  that  feveral  officers,  and  mofl  of  the  men,  had 
been  neceffitated  to  \year  fhoes  made  of  canvas,  with  ibles  of 
fpun  yarn. 

-u^.  Letter  of  mar  que' arrived  on  the  25  th  from  Leghorn,  with 
wine,  oil,  aad  other  articles  :  a  very  valuable  cargo  to  the  Garrifon. 
On  the  30th  the  Enemy's  army  were  again  under  arms.  Their 
manoeuvres  on  that  day,  were  the  attack  and  defence  of  a  convoy. 
Their  parties,  as  in  the  laft  month,  continued  arranging  the 
ordnance  in  their  artillery-park,  and  bringing  down  to  the  lines, 
materials  for  the  repair  of  their  works.  Our  artillery,  however, 
took  little  notice  of  them. 

June.  In  the  beginning  of  June  we  received  fome  feafonable  fupplies," 

by  the  arrival  of  three  boats  from  Tetuan,  and  one  from  Tangier. 
By  the  latter  we  had  intelligence,  that  the  Fox  packet,  from  Faro, 
and  a  floop,  were  at  that  place,  waiting  an  opportunity  to  get  in ; 
and  by  this,  or  one  of  the  former  vefTels,  Mr.  Logic  gave  infor- 
mation that  the  Enemy  had  prepared  feveral  iire-lhips,  to  burn 
our  {hipping  in  the  Bay.  Two  months  before,  he  had  intimated  to 
Commodore  Eliott,  that  the  Spaniards  had  five  fire-fhips  in  readi- 
nefs  for  immediate  ufe ;  and  that  they  had  once  made  an  attempt 
to  fend  them  over,  but  the  wind  failed.  Repeating  the  intelligence, 
therefore,  at  this  time,  was  peculiarly  fortunate,  as  the  next  night 
they  attempted  to  put  in  execution  their  defign.  The  fame  day,  a 
Spanifh  fliip  of  the  line  failed  from  Algeziras,  to  the  eaftward. 

Our  naval  force,  at  this  period,    confifted  of  the  Panther  of 
60  guns.  Captain  Harvey,  (who,  fince  Commodore  Eliott's  departure, 

commanded 
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commanded  in  the  Mediterranean)  ;  the  Enterprife  frigate.   Captain      '780 

June. 

Lefley;  two  armed  veffels  commanded  by  lieutenants,  with  feveral 
armed  tranfports  ;  and  other  fhips,  belonging  to  merchants.  On  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  a  little  after  midnight,  the  Enterprife,  which 
was  anchored  to  the  northward,  off  the  New-mole  head,  difcovered 
feveral  fail  approaching  her  from  the  oppofite  iide  of  the  Bay :  they 
were  hailed  ;  but  before  fatisfadlory  anfwers  could  be  received, 
feveral  fireworks  and  inflammable  fubftances  were  thrown  on  board, 
and  fix  fire-fhips  fuddenly  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent, 
bearing  down  upon  her  and  the  ordnance-fliips  in  the  New  mole. 
Captain  Lefley,  with  immediate  prefence  of  mind,  inftantly  fired 
three  guns  to  alarm  his  friends,  and  cutting  his  cable,  drove  clofer 
in  fliore.  The  Panther  and  fliipping,  on  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy,  immediately  commenced  a  briilc  cannonade  to  retard  their 
progrefs  j  and,  manning  their  boats,  the  officers  and  feamen,  with 
their  ufual  intrepidity,  grappled  the  fhips  ;  and,  notwithfl:anding 
the  fiercenefs  of  the  flames,  towed  them  clear  of  our  veflels  under 
the  walls,  where  they  were  afterwards  extinguifhed.  Befides  thefe 
fix,  which  were  intended  for  the  New  mole,  three  others  were 
lighted,  and  direcSted  towards  the  Panther,  at  anchor  off  Buena- 
Vifla :  but  one  was  towed  off  by  the  boats,  and  the  other  two  were 
at  fo  great  a  diftance  that  they  drove  out  to  fea  to  the  eaflward. 

The  Garrifon  was  as  early  alarmed  as  the  Navy.  The  drums  beat 
to  arms  j  the  guards  were  all  upon  the  defence  ;  and  the  picquets, 
with  the  different  regiments,  aflembled  at  their  pofls,  and  continued 
under  arms  till  day-break.  The  artillery  from  the  batteries  feconded 
the  fire  from  the  fhips  ;  but  the  darknefs  of  the  night  prevented  any 
certain  knowledge  of  the  efre(5l.  The  wind,  which  was  favourable 
for  their  purpofe  in  the  beginning  of  the  night,  fortunately  grew 
flill  when  they  were  moft  in  need  of  it.  The  largeft  of  them, 
neverthelefs,  would  certainly  have  got  into  the  New  mole  amongfl 

P  the 
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•7^°'     the  ordnance 'tranfports,  had  not  a  few  bar-ihot,    from  a  thlrtv- 

June. 

two-pounder  at  the  Mole-head,  turned  her  round,   and  the  current: 
carried  her  into  Rofia  Bay. 

The  Navy,  on  this  occafion,  cannot  be  too  highly  commended  for 
their  courage,  condu(5l,  and  alertnefs.     Their  intrepidity  overcame 
every  obftacle ;    and  though  three  of  the  fliips  were  linked  v/ith 
chains  and  ftrong  cables,  and  every,  precaution  was  taken  to  render 
them  fuccefsful,  yet,  with  uncommon  refolution  and  a(!livity,    the 
Britifh  feamen  feparated,  and  towed  afliore  the  velTels,  Vi'ith  no  other 
injuiy  to  themfelves  than  a  ftw  bruifes.    The  defign  all  together,  to  . 
do  juftice  to  the  ingenuity  of  Don  Barcelo,  was  well  projefted;  and 
his  fquadron  judicioufly  Rationed  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bay,    to 
intercept  our  men  of  war  in  cafe  they  had  attempted  to  efcape  from 
the  iire-fliips*.     We  afterwards  were  informed,   that  Admiral  Bar- - 
celo  propofed  to  Don  Alvarez,    to  draw  off  our  attention  from  the  ; 
fouthward  by  opening  his  land-batteries  on  the  Town.     Without 
doubt  fuch  a  proceeding  would  have,  diverted  the  attention  of  the . 
Garrifon  in  fome  meafure  from  the  ihipping  :   but,  as  the  Navy  had. 
the  principal,  nay,  I  may  fay  the  fole  honour  of  oppofing  the  fire- 
fhips,  their  endeavours  would  not  have  been  lefs'  flrenuous,   nor  of. 
courfe  lefs  fuccefsful. 

The  hulls  of  the  fire-fhips  were  foon  after  broke  up  and  fold  tO' 
the  inhabitants  for  fev/el,  and  proved  a  moft  feafonable  relief. 
Firing  was  become  a  more  important  article  than  before ;  which 
may  appear  very  extraordinary  to  the  reader,  when  he  looks  back  to 
the  {hort  time  which  had  elapfed  fince  the  departure  of  Sir  George 
Rodney's  fleet ;  but  it  is  neceffary  to  inform  him,  that  the  colliers 
intended  for  the  Garrifon  were  too  late,  in  coming  round  from  the 

Downs, 

*  This  occurrence  is  introduced  in  the  Chart  of  the  Bay., 
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Downs,  to  join  at  Spitliead  :    Sir  Georee  Rodney  therefore  failed      ^1^0, 

•'  >■  ^  J  June. 

without  them. 

The  morning  of  the  8th,  arrived  the  Fox  packet,  and  another 
veilel  from  Faro ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  loth  and  12th,  four  boats 
came  in  from  Tetuan  and  Tangier,  with  various  cargoes :  the  Patro?2s 
reported  it  was  current  at  Tangier,  that  we  killed  14  or  15  men  in 
the  attack  of  the  fire-fhips,  and  that  the  Spaniards  had  feveral  more 
lire-flnps  ready  in  the  Bay,  with  which  it  was  not  improbable  they 
might  make  a  fecond  attempt.  Our  Navy  were  confequently  very 
vigilant,  and  kept  a  good  look-out.  For  fome  weeks  pafl  we 
had  been  remarkably  fuccefsful  in  receiving  thefe  fmall,  and  very 
acceptable  fupplies.  Their  cruifers,  however,  now  began  to  be 
more  alert,  and  appeared  to  be  Rationed  with  better  judgement.  On 
the  ifth,  a  boat  was  taken  coming  in,  but  her  confort  efcaped; 
and  on  the  20th,  another  arrived  from  Tangier,  which  brought 
intelligence,  that  a  large  Ihip,  with  coals  and  butter,  bound  to  the 
Garrifon,  was  captured  by  the  Spaniards,  two  days  before,  under 
the  guns  of  Tangier.  The  24th,  feveral  broadfides  were  exchanged 
between  four  of  the  Enemy's  ihips,  pafling  to  Algeziras,  and  our 
fhipping  and  batteries  at  the  fouthward.  Some  few  ihot  came 
afhore,  but  no  particular  damage  was  received.  The  Enterprife  had 
eip-hteen  failors  burnt  by  the  explofion  of  fome  powder. 

■  Early  on  the  27th,  four  SpanilTi  gun-boats,  with  a  xebeque  and 
two  gailies,  approached  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  fired  upon 
the  Panther.  A  brill;  difcharge  was  however  returned,  and  they 
foon  retired.  One  ihot  ftruck  the  fouth  pavilion,  and  three  were 
fired  through  the  Panther.  This  mode  of  annoyance  the  Enemy 
afterwards  greatly  improved  upon.  Thefe  boats  were  ftrongly  built, 
but  ill  finiflied  :  they  had  a  fmall  maft  inclining  forward  from 
the  center  of  the  boat,    almofh  over  the  bow ;    upon  which  was 

P  2  hoifted 
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1780,  hoifted  a  latine  yard  and  fail,  which,  at  anchor,  ferved  as  aii' 
«.,.-v-»>  awning  to  the  men  on  board.  They  rowed  aflonilliingly  fwift,  and- 
each  carried  a  twenty-lix-pounder  in  the  bow.  We  never  had  a 
good  opportunity  of  making  any  fatisfadlory  obfervations  on  them, 
but  judged  from  their  fize,  that  they  were  about  70  feet  long,  and' 
20  broad.* 

July.  In   the  beginning  of  July,    the  Panther  man   of  war  receiving- 

upwards  of  100  Englifli  prifoners  from  the  Enemy,  Captain- 
Harvey  failed  for  England.  Some  alterations  and  additions  took'- 
place  the  fame  day  in  the  Garrifon  detail.  The  4th,  the  Fortune 
brought  over  more  Britilli  prifoners.  We  had  received  fome  fup--- 
plies  in  the  coui-fe  of  a  few  days  by  two  Mooriili  boats ;  and  they; 
were  followed,  on  the  nth  of  July,  by  one  from  Tangier,  which 
informed  us  of  a  fleet  having  been  feen  oif  that  coaft,  and  that  tv/o 
boats  had  been  taken,  coming  into  the  Bay.  The  fleet  here  men- 
tioned was  the  combined  fleet  of  France  and  Spain,  which  foon- 
after  captured  our  outward-bound  Eafl  and  Wefl:  India  fl.eets,  and: 
carried  them  into  Cadiz., 

The  recent  attempt  of  the  Enemy  to  burn  the  fhipping  and 
ftore-houfes  at  the  fouthward,  added  to  the  intelligence  which  the 
Governor  had  received  of  the  Enemy's  fleet  being  off  Cadiz,  caufed 
him  to  dired:  particular  attention  towards  that  quarter  of  the  Gar- 
rifon. Batteries  for  heavy  metal  were  made  on  the  rock  above 
Parfon's  Lodge,  at  Rofia  ^  and  directions  were  given  for  the  New 
mole  to  be  cleared  of  fhipping,  that  the  ordnance  might  have 
more  liberty  to  play.  Other  alterations  alfo  took  place  in  that 
neighbourhood.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  1 7th,  five  gun-boats 
and  four  gallies  fired  upon,  the  Enterprife,  and  fhipping  in  the  New 

mole*.. 

*  A  reprefentation  of  them  is  inft-oduced  in  the  Weft  View  of  Gibraltar^ 
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mole.     One  of  the  frigate's  forecaftle-guns  was  difmounted,  and     1780, 
her  fore-ftay  cut :  fome.  lliot  came  alfo  on  fliore.  v—v-o 

During  the  remainder  of  the  month,  our  firing,  which  had 
been  continued  at  intervals,  was  brifker  on  their  parties,  who  were  ■ 
principally  employed  in  forming  coniiderable  depots  of  fafcines, . 
cafjcs,  and  timber,  in  the  lines,  and  in  collefting  brufli-wood  from 
the  country :  they  were  likewife  very  bufy  in  difembarking  flores 
which  had  lately  arrived.  Several  empty  tranfport-velTels,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  month,  left  the  Garrifon  for  England.  A  man  of 
the  58  th  regiment  deferted  to  the  Enemy :  one  alfo  came  in  from 
the  lines. 

In  Augufl  few  incidents  occurred  on  either  fide.  Our  provi-  Augufl, 
fions  began  to  be  bad,  and  extremely  offenfive.  What  few  fupplies, 
we  received,  were  rather  luxuries  than  fubftantials  :  wine,  fugar, 
oil,  honey,  onions,  and  articles  of  the  like  kind,  compofed  chiefly 
the  cargoes  of  thofe  craft  which  arrived.  Sugar  was  rifen  to  two 
fhillings  and  fix-pence  per  pound,  and  every  thing  elfe  fold  in 
proportion. 

About  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  the  3d,  a  fettee,  comin»  in  from 
the  weft,  was  chafed  by  the  Enemy,  and  taken  into  Algeziras^ 
We  imagined  it  was  the  Fox  packet,  which,  we  then  anxiouflv 
expefted  with  an  Englifb  mail;  and  our  conjedlures  afterwards 
were  confirmed.  The  loth,  we  obferved  the  Enemy  laying  a  bridge 
of  boats  acrofs  the  river  Palmones.  Two  days  follo\ving,  a  brig 
was  boarded  almoft  under  our  guns,  and  conduced  to  Algeziras. 
It  was  thought  to  be  the  fame,  of  which  we  had  intelligence  fome 
time  before,  and  was  laden  with  variety  of  articles  much  wanted.: 
her  capture  was  therefore  greatly  lamented.  The  night  of  the  1 5th, 
Sx  failors  deferjted,  in  a  boat,  from  the  New  mole,  ,  Thefucceed- 

'  ing 
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p^°A.     i"g  f^^y>  the  Fortune  floop  received  from  th©  Enemy  64  prifoners. 

w*-^  Enfign  Bradflraw,  of  the  56th  regiment,  ^nd  .feveral  who  were 
paiTengers  in  the  brig  taken  on  the-iath,  were  of  the  number.  At 
night,  five  more  failors,  who  were  rowing  guard,  went  over  to  the 
Enerriy."  In  the  night  of  the  25th,  a  Minorquin  boat  came  in  with 
wine,  tea,  and  fugar,  in  eight  days.  The  27th  and  29th,  a  foidier 
and  four  failors  deferted  to  the  Enemy.  It  was  imagined  the  lailors 
forced  v/ith  them  the  midlliipman  who  commanded  the  boat- 
Colonel  Mawhood,  of  the  yad  regiment,  died  on  the  29th. 

A  SMALL  boat  arrived  from  Barbary  on  the  30th,  with  informa- 
tion that  the  Moors  permitted  the  Spaniards  to  capture  every  Englifli 
veflel  which  took  refuge  under  the  protedlion  of  their  guns  ;  that 
the  Spaniards  would  not  allow  any  boats  to  leave  the  Bay  of 
Tangier,  and  only  waited  for  orders  from  Admiral  Barcelo  to  burn 
and  deftroy  what  remained.  This  intelligence  very  fenfibly  afFefted 
us.  To  be.  cut  off  from  what  we  had  always  confidered  our 
•  domeftic  market,  was  a  ftroke  we  little  expefted.  ¥/e  waited, 
however,  more  authentic  proofs  of  this  extraordinary  condudt, 
before  we  could  implicitly  believe  the  defeftion  of  thofe  whom 
during  the  prefent  conteft  we  had  confidered  as  our  firm  friends. 

§ept.  September  was  as  barren  with  refpedl  to  material  incidents,  as 

the  preceding  months.  The  Enemy  finlfhed  their  ponton  bridge 
over  the  river  Palmones  on  the  2d.  About  a  week  afterwards, 
two  foldiers  of  the  56th  deferted.  On  the  23d,  a  flag  of  truce 
brought  over  the  midfhipman  carried  oiF  by  the  failors  who 
;deferted  the  latter  end  of  Auguft.  The  29th,  a  deferter  came  in 
in  the  habit  of  a  peafant :  he  fpoke  feveral  languages  fluently,  and 
faid  iae  had  been  a  ferjeant  in  their  fervice.  Some  fufpicions  arifing, 
he  was  charged  to  remain  with  part  of  the  58  th  regiment  at  Wind- 
jnill-hill.      The  following  day  we  remarked,    that   the  Enemy's 

guards 
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o-uards  in  the  lines,  at  the  hour  of  relieving',  amounted  to  about     '780. 

o-^  °  Sept. 

300  infantry,  and  70  artillery,  befides  cavalry,  ii--v-w 

The  fituation  of  the  Garrifon  by  this  time  was  again  become 
very  interefting.  The  blockade  was,  if  poflible,  more  ftridt  and 
vigilant  than  before.  Chains  of  fmall  cruifers  were  ftationed  acrofs 
the  Straits,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bay,  and  on  every  fide  of  the 
rock ;  and  the  late  difagreeable  intelligence  from  Tangier  feemed 
now  confirmed,  by  our  having  never  heard  from  that  quarter  during 
the  month.  What  little  affiftance  we  therefore  received,  came 
from  Minorca ;  but  the  fupplies  from  that  place  were  fo  trifling,  > 
and  fold  at  fuch  enormous  prices,  that  few  were  able  to  purchafe 
them.  We  had  not  been  favoured  with  a  cargo  of  cattle  for  a  long 
period,  and  the  fcurvy  began  to  gain  confiderable  afcendency  over 
the  efforts  of  our  furgeons.  Our  diftreiles,  in  fhort,  promifed  to  be  - 
more  acute  and  fatal  than  thofe  we  had  already  experienced. 

The  Enemy's  operations  on   the  land  fide  had   been   for   many      oft. 
months  fo  unimportant,  as  fcarcely  to  merit  our  attention.     How- 
ever, on  the  morning  of  the  ill:  of  Odober,  we  obferved  they  had 
raifed  an  epaulement,    about  6  or  700  yards  advanced  from  their 
lines.     The  preceding  night,  our  out-guards  had  been  alarmed  with 
an  unufual  noife  on  the  neutral  ground,  like  that  of  men  at  work : 
feveral  large  fires  alfo  appeared,  and  fome  attempts  were  made  to  ' 
burn  our  advanced  barriers  with  devils,   and  other  combuilibles,   . 
which  were  foon  thrown  off  without  taking  elfed: ;  and  notice  was   ■ 
given  to   the  Lines,   Land-port,   and  other  guards.     This  alarm, 
however,    was   not    general    in   the    Garrifon.       As    the   morning 
advanced,  the  noife  ceafed ;  and  we  difcovered  that  they  had  fet  fire 
to  the  fishermen's  huts  in  the  gardens  :  but  when  the  day  permitted 
U'S  to  examine  further,  we  obferved  the  above-mentioned  work. 
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1 780,  The  epaulement  was  about  thirty  yards  in  extent,  of  a  fimple  con- 
,„-v-^  flrudcion,  compofed  of  chandeliers,  fafcines,  and  a  few  fand-bags  j 
and  was  eredled  near  the  windmill  or  tower  on  the  neutral  ground, 
diftant  about  iioo  yards  from  our  grand  battery.  The  Enemy's 
guns  were  elevated,,  and  batteries  manned  ^  wliich,  with  other 
preparations  in  the  lines,  feemed  to  argue  that  they  expedled  we 
fhould  fire,  and  were  determined  to  oppofe  it.  Thefe  appearances, 
probably,  induced  the  Governor  not  to  take  any  particular  notice 
of  their  work  in  the  day:  but  at  night,  orders  were  fent  to 
throw  a  few  light  balls,  to  difcover  if  they  were  making  any 
additions.  The  inhabitants  immediately  took  the  alarm,  upon  being 
told  that  the  Enemy  had  thrown  up  an  advanced  work,  and  that 
their  batteries  were  manned ;  and  at  night  very  few  remained  at  the 
north  end  of  the  town. 

It  now  feemed  evident,  the  Enemy  had  determined  on  a  more 
Xerious  attack,  in  cafe  the  fecond  blockade  was  unfuccefsful :  but 
we  were  at  a  lofs  to  imagine  what  motives  could  influence  them 
to  ad  fo  oppofite  to  the  ei1:abli£hed  mode  of  approaching  a  beiieged 
garrifon,  by  erefting  a  work  fo  diflant,  and  which  had  no  con- 
nexion with  their  eftablifhed  lines. 

The  Enemy's l>atteries  continued  to  be  manned  till  the  2dj  and 
in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  Don  Alvarez,  accompanied  by  an 
officer,  fuppofed  to  be  the  Count  d'Eftaing,  who  was  expedled 
in  the  Spanifh  camp  when  the  laft  deferter  came  in,  vilited  the 
lines.  They  remained  three  quarters  of  an  hour  at  Fort  St.  Barbara, 
viewing  the  rock  with  glaffes.  On  their  return  they  were  faluted 
from  Point  Mala ;  and  as  they  pafTed  the  front  line  of  the  camp,  the 
regiments  turned  out  without  arms.  On  the  night  of  the  3d,  a 
fmart  engagement  was  heard  off  Cabrita  Point,  fuppofed  to  be 
between  fome   velTel   attempting   to   come   in,    and  the  Enemy's 

cruifers; 
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Crullers  j    and   the   next  morning,   a   floop,    with  Englifh  colours      'T^ov 
reverfed,  was  obfervedat  Algeziras. 

Early  on  the  4th,  our  advanced  guards  difcovered  the  Enemy 
endeavouring,  a  fecond  time,  to  fix  fire-faggots  on  our  barriers. 
A  fmart  difcharge  of  muiquetry  was  immediately  diredlicd  from 
thefe  pofts,  and  from  the  Queen's  Knes  j  on  which  they  retired. 
At  day-break  we  obferved  they  had  carried  away  vaft  quantities  of 
vegetables  from  the  gardens,  and  trampled  others  under  foot :  but 
little,  if  any,  addition  was  made  to  the  epaulement.  A  parley 
came  in  on  the  5th  ;  and  foon  after,  the  Fortune  floop  received 
upwards  of  forty  Britilh  prifoners,  many  of  whom  had  been  taken 
going  from  the  Garrifon.  In  the  evening  of  the  6th,  the  Spanifli 
General  came  to  the  lines,  at  the  head  of  the  relieving  guards. 
Soon  after  he  arrived,  the  guns  were  again  elevated,  and  every 
preparation  made,  as-  if  they  had  refolved  to  open  on  the  Garrifon. 
The  8th,  the  Town-major,  Captain  Burke,  went  out  with  a 
parley,  intending  to  proceed  to  the  Tower,  the  place  appointed 
by  cuftom  for  the  officers  to  give  and  receive  packets.  When 
he  got  abreaft  of  the  new  work,  the  fentries  by  motions  informed 
him  he  muft  not  advance.  He  pointed  to  the  Tower ;  but  they 
continued  inflexible :  on  his  turning  round  however  to  return, 
one  of  them  came  up  with  his  arms,  and  proceeded  with  him  ta 
the  Tower,  whilft  another  ran  to  acquaint  the  officer  in  the  lines. 
The  melTenger  after  fome  time  came  back,  and  both  remained  appa-- 
rently  as  a  guard  over  Major  Burke,  till  the  officer  arrived  ;  when, 
delivering  his  packet,  the  Major  returned  to  the  Garrifon. 

The  Enemy  did  not  appear  very  anxious  to  complete  the  epaule- 
ment ;  their  parties  were  employed  in  raifing  and  linifliing  the  mer- 
lons of  the  batteries  in  the  lines,  raifing  the  merlons  of  Fort  St.  Philip 
with  fafcines,  and  eredting  a  new  battery  near  the  guard-houfe  on 
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1780,     the  beach..    The  nth,  a  finall  fettee  arrived  from  Minorca:   the 

Oct.  •  _  _  _  ~  ' 

patron  informing  us  that  two  others  were  fbanding  for  the  Rock, 
the  Navy  manned  their  boats  to  affift  them,  in  cafe  the  Enemy 
oppofed  their  entrance ;  but  on  getting  round  Europa  Point,  no 
fuch  veffels  appeared.  A  Dutch  convoy  was  however  paffing  :  the 
boats  therefore  boldly  advanced,  and  boarded  a  dogger  which  had 
got,  during  the  fog,  pretty  near  the  Rock.  She  was  a  Dane  fi-qm 
Malaga,  laden  with  lemons  and  oranges,  which  the  Gqvernor,^ 
immediately  purchafed,  and  diftributed  to  the  Garrifon.  ,;,..va   ' 

Few  articles  ever  arrived  more  feafonably  than  this  cargo  of 
fruit.  The  fcurvy  had  made  dreadful  ravages  in  our  hofpitals,  and 
more  were  daily  confined  :  many,  however,  unwilling  to  yield  to  the 
firfl  attacks,  perfevered  in  their  duty  to  its  more  advanced  flages. 
It  was  therefore  not  uncommon,  at  this  period,  to  fee  men, 
who  fome  months  before' were  hale,  and  equal  to  any  fatigue, 
fupporting  themfelves  to  their  pofts  upon  crutches,  and  even 
with  that  affiflance  fcarcely  able  to  move  along.  The  mod  fatal 
confequences,  in  fliort,  to  the  Garrifort,  were  to  be  apprehended 
from  this  terrible  diforder,  when  this  Dane  was  happily  diredled  to 
our  relief.  The  lemons  were  immediately  adminiftered  to  the  fick, 
who  devoured  them  with  the  greateft  avidity.  The  falutary  efFedts 
were  almoft  inftantaneoas  :  in  a  few  days,  men  who  had  been  con- 
fidered  as  irrecoverable,  left  their  beds  to  congratulate  their  com- 
rades on  the  profpedl  of  once  more  becoming  ufeful  to  their  country. 

Mr.  Cairncross,  a  furgeon  of  great  eminence,  who  was  pre- 

fent  at  this  time  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  fiege,  has  favoured 

me  with  the  following  information  relative  to  the  fcurvy,  and  the 

mode  of  ufing  this  vegetable  acid ;  which,  with   his  permiffion,  I 

infert  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  may;  hereafter  be  under  fimilar 

circumftances. 
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*'  The  Scurvy  which  attacked  the  Garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  differed  1780, 
*'  in  no  refped:  from  that  diiealc  uilially  contracted  by  failors  in  long 
"  voyages  J  and  of  which  the  L.imediate  caufe  fecmed  to  be  the 
"  fubfifting  for  a  length  of  time  upon  falted  provifions  only,  v/itho.at 
"  a  fufiicient  quantity  of  vegetable?,  or  other  acefcent  foods.  The 
"  circumftance  related  in  the  Voyage  of  that  celebrated  circum- 
"  navigator,  the  late  Lord  Anfon,  of  confolidatedfraftures  difuniting, 
"  and  the  callofity  of  the  bone  being  perfedtly  dilTolved,  occurred 
"  frequently  in  our  hofpitals  :  and  old  fores  and  wounds  opened  anew 
"  from  the  nature  of  the  diforder.  ,    .;  . 

"  Various  antifcorbutics  were  ufed  without  fuccefs,  fuch  as  acid 
"  of  vitriol,  four  crout,  extract  of  malt,  effence  of  fpruce,  &c.  but 
"  the  only  fpecific  was  frefh  lemons  and  oranges,  given  liberally ; 
"  or  when  they  could  not  be  procured,  the  prefer ved  juice  in  fuch 
"  quantities,  from  one,  to  four  ounces  per  diem,  as  the  patient 
"  could  bear.  Whilft  the  lemons  were  found,  from  one  to  three 
<«  were  adminiflered  each  day  as  circumftances  dired:ed.  The  juice 
"  given  to  thofe  in  the  mod  malignant  ftate,  was  fometimes  diluted 
"  with  fugar,  wine,  or  fpirits ;  but  the  convalefcents  took  it 
"  without  dilution.  Women  and  children  were  equally  affedted; 
*'  nor  were  the  officers  exempted  from  tliis  alarming  diftemper.  It 
**  became  almoft  general  at  the  commencement  of  the  winter  feafon, 
*'  owing  to  the  cold  and  moillure  ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  fpring, 
**  when  vegetables  were  fcarce. 

•*  The  juice  was  preferved  by  adding  to  fixty  gallons  of  expreffed 
*•  liquor,  about  five  or  ten  gallons  of  brandy,  which  kept  it  in  fo 
"  wholefome  a  Hate,  that  feveral  callis  were  opened  in  good  con- 
**  dition  at  the  clofe  of  the  fiege.  The  old  juice  was  not  however 
**  fo  fpeedily  efficacious  as  the  fruit,  though,  by  perfevering  longer 
"  in  its  ufe,  it  feldom  failed." 
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i-tSo,  The.   fame  day  that  the  dogger  was  brought  in,  a  parley  came 

from  Don  Alvarez,  to  inform  the  Governor  that  all  intercourfe 
■or  correfpondence  betwixt  them,  in  future,  was  to  be  condufted' 
by  flags  of  truce  in  the  Ray;  which  regulation  continued  till  the 
peace  was  notified  in  1783.  The  14th,  two  gun-boats,  from  the 
Orange-grove,  ranged  along  the  front  of  the  Garrifon,  and  drove 
in  our  fifhing-boats ;  and  on  the  1 6th  they  again  ranged  off  the 
Mackarel-bank,  and  forced  our  fifhermen  to  retire.  We  did  hot 
much  approve  of  this  conduft,  as  the  boats,  by  this-  means,  were 
prevented  from  bringing  any  fifl^i  to  our  market.  They  continued, 
however,  this  practice  at  intervals  for  fome  time. 
■'■•.■  :■■■    \^'-'-- ~"-:  '  ur' 

T^ki*^^' lift, -the  gun-boats  fired  upon  the  Enterprife  and  town.- 
Gaiptain  Lefley,  not  choofing  to  remain  the  objedt  of  their  fire, 
withdrew  the  frigate  into  the  New  mole  >  where  the  Navy,  under 
the  diredtion  of  the  engineers,  had  begun  to  lay  a  boom  of  maftsf 
from  the  New-mole  head  to  the  watering-tank.  This  boom; 
though  it  was  confidered  a  difficult  operation  on  account  of  thfe 
fwell  of  the  fea,  was  foon  completed. 

-.■  It  was  hot  till  the  night  of  the  21ft,  that  the  Enemy  threw  fand 
•  iri  the  front  of  their  epaulement,  to  cover  it  againfi:  our  fire-balls 
and  carcaifes  ;  and  on  the  26th  they  lengthened  it  tathe  weft  about, 
30  yards,  and  ftrengthened  it  in  front  with  fand.  The  night  of  the 
28th,  they  erefted  two  large  traverfes  in  the  rear  for  magazines. 
It  now  prefented  a  very  compad  appearance  j  whence  we  concluded 
tiiat  ft^Was  intended  for  a  mortar-battery. 

Though  it  was  generally  imagined  in  England,  that  the  Garrifon 
had  been  amply  provided  with  every  article  and  neceflary  of  life, 
when  Sir  George  Rodney  arrived  with  the  tranfports  and  relief 
from  England,  our  wants,  in  reality,  were  far  from  being  fupplied. 

Ift 


oa. 


SIEGE    OP"    GIBRALTAR.  117 

In  the  articles  of  amnitiriitldn  and  fait  provillons,  the  Garrifon  had  17S0 
probably  as  much  iis  they  could  difpenfe  with;  but  of  frelTi  provi- 
fions,  wine,  fpirits,  fugar,  &c.  we  began  to  find  a  great  fcarcity  ; 
and  the  price  of  what  remained  was  confequently  much  enhanced. 
The  afliftance  we  received  formerly  from  Barbary  had  now  been 
fuipended  for  feveral  months  ;  the  Enemy  feemed  determined  to 
prevent  our  deriving  fupport  from  the  element  that  almoft  fur- 
rounded  us  J  and  their  cruifers  were  too  numerous  and  vigilant 
to  exped:  any  thing  from  the  weft.  Thus  lituated,  the  Garrifon 
ttjrrjed^tjheir  eyes  on  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  whence  we  had  already 
received  fome  very  acceptable  fupplies,  and  \vhofe  fituation,  from 
the  great  fcope  of  fea- room,  afforded  a  flattering  probability  of  the 
boats  being  oftener  able  to  efcape  the  Enemy's  cruifers.  The  pro- 
dud;ions  of  that  ifland  are  various  ^  and  thofe  articles  which  it  did 
not  afford,  could  be  purchafed  from  the  prizes  that  were  daily  carried 
thither  by  the  privateers.  Several  Gurrifon-boats  were  therefore 
fent  to  Minorca,  fome  of  which  returned,  in  the  courfe  of  Odober, 
laden  with  the  wine  of  that  ifland,  fugar,  (an  article  become  exceed- 
ingly fcarce)  and  cheefe  ;  with.fometimes  a  few  live  ftock. '  Tlaefe 
articles  were  all  fold  by  audion,  according  to  a  regulation  eftabliihed 
by  the  Governor;  and,  though  they  feldom  were  purchafed  by  the 
lower  ranks,  yet  afforded  upon  the  whole  a  temporary  relief  to  the 
Garrifon. 

The  30th,  we  obferved  that  the  Enemy  had  pofted  an  officer's 
guard  in  the  Mill-battery,  which  was  the  name  we  gave  to  th^ 
new  work.  Montague's  baftion  was  therefore  opeped  .on  it  in  the 
evening,  and,  by  forming  a  crofs-fire  v/ith  the  batteries  on  the 
heights,  confiderably  annoyed  them,  and  much  retarded  their  opera- 
tions. The  fame  night,  two  foldiers  of  the  56  th  and  72  d  defer  ted 
from  Upper  All's-well,  in  the  lines  :  they  were  fentries  at  the  fame 
poft,  and  got  down  by  means  of  a  rope  j   but,    previous  to  their 

defcent. 
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1780.     defcent,  had  the  precaution  to  wet  the  priming  of  their  firelocks. 

Nov.  1.    ,        .'r.i'i'     -',,•  . 

(..inr^o    We  alfo  loft  another  man  by  defection  in  the  courfe  of  the  month. 

'TiiE  Governor,  in  the  beginning  of  November,  made  an  arrange- 
:  meiit  of  the  troops,  that  in  cafe  the  Enemy  boijibardea  the  Garrifon, 
each  regiment  might  know  the  quarters  and  llations  v^'hich  they 
were  to  take  up.  The  ift  of  the  month  was  rather  unpropitious 
to  us  :  an  Englifli  fnow  was  taken  to  the  eaft  of  the  rock  :  at  night, 
a  foldier  of  the  56th  regiment  deferted,  during  a  heavy  (liower  of 
rain  ;  and  the  following  evening,  two  others,  of  the  12th  and  56Lh, 
attetiipted  to  get  off  by  fwimming  round  the  Old-mole  head;  but  a 
few  days  afterwards,  the  body  of  the  former  was  wallied  afhore  near 
the  Kfng's  baftion  :  we  therefore  concluded  his  comrade  had  fhared 
the  fame  fate.  In  the  evening  of  the  7th,  a  fir.art  cannonade  was 
heard  in  the  Straits  :  after  it  had  continued  for  fome  time,  a  fudden 
ilafli  appeared,  and  a  report  was  heard,  like  the  blowing-up  of 
powder.  The  next  morning,  we  obferved  that  the  Enemy  had 
captured  an  Englifli  veiTel,  and  were  at  that  time  towing  in  a  guur 
boat'/'  w^hich  accounted  for  the  firing  and  explofion. 

Our  fire,  about  the  7th  and  8th,    became  more  animated ;   yet 
the   Enemy,    almoft   every   night,    made   fome   interior   additions. 
We  had  obferved,    for  feveral  preceding  mornings,    deep  ruts   in 
the  fand,   leading  from  the  principal  barrier  to  the  Mill-battery; 
which  led  us  to  imagine  that  they  brought  at  night,  heavy  timber, 
and  other  materials,  from  their  depots  in  the  lines.      The  aruliery  mj 
were  therefore  ordered  to  diredt  a  ricochetting  fire  of  fmall  ihell.s  .c3 
along  this  track.'    tn  the  evening  of  the  ipth,  a  large  party,  followed- IT 
by  a  number  of  carts  and  mules,    laden  with  different  materials, 
advanced  along  the  beach,    from  the  fally-port  of  the   ditch   of 
Fort  St.  Philip,   to  the  Mill-battery.     They  were,  perceived  by  the 
artillery  at  Willis's,  before  they  had  proceeded  half-way ;  and  a  briik 

£re 
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lire  was  directed  towards  their  route,    which  threw  the  mules  into      780/ 

Nov. 
confuiion,    and   obhged   fome   to    return,     after   having   left    their 

burthens  on  the  beach.     The  batteries  being  reinforced,    the  firing 

was    continued  with  great  vivacity   the  whole   night.      The  fub- 

fequent  evening  our  artillery  were  prepared,  and,   immediately  on 

the  party's  appearing,  faluted  them  with  a  warm  difcharge  of  (liot 

and  fhells,   which  feemed  to  have  greater  elFedt  than  the  fire  of  the 

preceding  evening.     This  circumftance  convinced  us  of  the  effedl 

of  the  ricochetting  fire  from   the  lower  batteries,    along  the  track 

from  the  barrier  :   but  the  Enemy  were  not  fo  foon  driven  from  the 

new  track  as  from  the  former  ;  and  continued,   notwithflanding  our 

fire,   (which  muil  have  killed  and  wounded  many  of  them)  to  bring 

materials  in  this  expofed  manner,  till  a  line  of  communication  was-  ■ 

finished  from  the  lines.  . 

An  Englhh  armed  polacre,  called  the  Young  Sabine,  arrived  on 
the  12th,  after  a  fpirited  engagement  in  the  Bay  with  feveral  armed 
vefi^els  and  three  gun-boats.  The  Enemy  attempted  to  board  her, 
but^  were  as  often  repulfed  by  mufquetry  :  at  length  Ihe  beat  them 
off,  and  anchored  under  our  guns.  Her  cargo  was  cheefe,  hams, 
and  potatoes  ;  the  latter  of  which  fold  at  forty-three  dollars  per 
cwt.  which,  according  to  forty-two  pence  per  dollar,  (the  exclianp-e 
at  that  time)  are  equal  to  7I.  los.  6d.  fterhng.  Other  articles  fold 
in  proportion.  In  the  afternoon,  a  Minorquin  fettee  arrived  with 
the  ufual  cargo  :  a  Spanilh  gun-boat  boarded  her  on  her  pafiao-e;  but 
the  patron  fhewing  papers  from  Majorca  to  the  camp,  the  Spaniard 
took  no  further  notice  than  keeping  her  company  as  a  convoy.;^ 
The  Minorquin  afterwards  feized  a  convenient  opportunity,  and' 
flipped  in. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  14th,   a  Minorquin.  tartan,    bound  for  the 
Garrifon,  was  taken  by   the  Enemy :    the  crew  however  quitted 

her. 
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1780,  her,  and  got  afliore.  Tht  Enemy  the  fame  day  mounted  twelve  guns 
en  barbet,  in  the  battery  near  the  Guard-houfe,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  St.  Philip  ;  which  we  had  fuppofed  was  intended  for  mortars  ; 
and  about  a  .week  afterwards  they  ereiled  merlons  to  this  work, 
admitting. the  embrafares  to  open  upon  the  Garrifon.  Two  nights 
following,  the  gun-boats,  which  were  now  increafed  in  number, 
ijr.Qdvupon  the  town  and  iliipping.  Three,  that  direded  their  nre 
.on, the  former,  v/ere  ftationed  off  the  Old-mole  head,  and  threw 
•feveral  fhots  into  the  town.  Several  men  were  wounded  in  the 
Enterprife  frigate. 

The  night  of  the  17th,  the  Enemy  threw  up  two  places  d'armes 
for  mufquetry,  on  the  flanks  of  the  Mill-battery  :  the  parapets 
formed  femicircles  joining  the  battery,  but  afterwards  extended  in 
an  oblique  direftion  towards  the  lines.  Thefe  additions  appeared 
very  flight,  l>eing  only  a  row  of  caflcs  or  gabions,  flirengthened  v/ith 
half-chandeliers,  and  fand  in  front  j  covered  on  the  top  with  fand- 
bags.  The  i8th,  we  were  vifited  again  by  the  gun -boats  :  in 
returning  their  cannonade  one  of  the  thirty-two-pounders  on  the 
King's  baflion  burfl:,  killed  an  artillery  -  m.an  on  the  fpot,  and 
wounded  three  others.  The  man  who  fired  the  gun  efcaped,  but 
was  a  little  fcorched  with  the  powder. 

A  GREAT  number  of  mules  were  employed  on  the  22d,  bringing 
forward  caflcs,  chandeliers,  and  other  materials,  from  the  camp. 
The  night  of  the  23d,  the  Enemy  began  an  approach  from  the 
lines,  to  the  Mill^battery  :  it  confiflied  of  fafcines,  with  fand  banked 
up  in  front,  and  commenced  near  the  wefl:  angle  of  the  weflrern 
fourteen^gun  battery,  extending  about  1 20  feet  towards  the  advanced 
Guard-houfe  in  front  of  Fort  St.  Philip  :  the  following  night, 
no.twithfl;anding  our  fire,  they  lengthened  it  about  100  feet,  with 
chandeliers  placed  in  a  trench  and  filled  with  fafcines.     The  Enemy 

endeavoured 
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-endeavoured  to  draw  our  attention  from  this  quarter  by  another     irSo, 

.  Nov. 

fahite  from  the  gun-boats,   but  in  vam.     As  it  was  no':  improbable    <.--v^ 

that  the  gun -boats  were  directed  in  their  firing  by  the  lights  in  the 

houfes   along  the  line- wail,    and  thofe  looking  towards   the  Bay ; 

orders  were  ilVued  *'  that  no  lights  in  future  fliould  appear  in  any 

"  houle,  barrack,   or   guard-houfe,  towards   the   Bay,    after   kv^n. 

"  o'clock  in  the  evening." 

We  had  hitherto  derived  occafional  affiffance  from  the  gardens 
on  the  neutral  ground,  though  vaft  quantities  of  vegetables  had 
been  removed  from  thence  by  the  Enemy.  On  the  25th,  however, 
they  determined  to  expel  our  people  altogether  from  the  gardens  ; 
which  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  they  accomplifhed,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  "markfmen  under  Lieut.  Burleigh  were  fbationed  at 
Willis's,  and  in  the  Lines,  in  order  to  prevent  them. 

From  this  period,  our  refources  in  refped;  to  vegetables  depended 
entirely  upon  our  own  attention  to  cultivation ;  which,  happily  for 
the  Garrifon,  was  crowned  with  tolerable  fuccefs,  efpecially  during 
the  winter  months,  at  which  time  the  produce  was  increafed  to  be 
a/m^jl  equal  to  the  confumption.  The  fupplies  from  the  gardens 
had  indeed  begun  to  fail  for  fome  time  before  j  and  we  foon  had 
little  reafon  to  regret  their  lofs.  We  had,  befides,  the  additional 
fatisfaftion  of  reiiedting  that  the  Enemy  were  now  cut  off  from  a 
channel,  through  which  it  was  not  improbable  they  had  been 
informed  of  every  occurrence  which  happ^nqd  in  .thj&  Garrifon. 

The  26th,  a  Frenchman,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Young  Sabine, 
deferted  in  a  boat  to  the  Enemy.  The  night  of  the  27th,  the 
Danifli  dogger,  which  brought  us  the  cargo  of  lemons,  failed;  and 
the  next  morning  we  obferved  her  at  anchor  off  Algeziras.  By 
the  29th,  the  Enemy  had  finiflied  the  fecond  branch  of  th'e  line 
of  approach,  and  begun  the  return  for  the  third  towards  the  weftern 

R  beach. 
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1780.     beach.     Our  fire,    as  they  advanced,    became  more  fpirited  than  > 
,^J^    ever,  and  muil  have  been  feverely  felt  by  the  Enemy  in  this  expofed 
duty.     The  30th  vi^as  only  diftinguiflied  by  the  arrival  of  a  polacre 
from  Algiers  with  foap,  oil,  wine,  and  candles — a  very  valuable  cargo. 

Dec.  December  was  introducedvvith  bad  weather.     The  i  ft,  arrived 

the  Anglicana  privateer  from  Smyrna;  and  two  nights  after,  Ihe 
continued  her  voyage  towards  England  :  Lieutenant  Gage,  of  the 
Enterprife,  went  home  paffenger  with  difpatches.  The  2d  was 
particularly  ftormy,  with  thunder  and  lightning,  which  happily 
did  not  continue  long,  or  the  works  of  the  Garrifon  might  have, 
materially  fuffered.  The  rain  poured  down  with  fuch  violence  from 
the  heights,  forcing  with  it  vaft  quantities  of  rubbifh,  ftones,  and 
loofe  earth,  that  the  ftreets  leading  from  the  hill  were  inftantly 
choaked  up,  and  confiderable  damage  was  done  to  the  buildings. 
The  Enemy,  notwithftanding  the  ilorm,  completed  their  third 
branch,  and  raifed  the  return  towards  the  eaft.  Though  the  . 
ftorm  did  not  retard  their  finifhing  what  they  had  begun  in  the 
evening,  yet  the  chandeliers  were  very  much  funk  in  many  places, 
which  employed  their  parties-  five  or  fix  of  the  following  evenings  to 
repair.  They  alfo  made  fome  alterations  in  the  diredlion  of  the, 
fecond  branch,  and  repaired  the  batteries,  in  the  lines.  A  brig 
arrived  from  Leghorn  on  the  loth;  alfo  three  fettees  from  Minorca. 

From  the  loth,  the  Enemy  added  every  night  fo  confiderably  to 
the  fourth  branch  of  the  approach,  that  on  the  14th  at  night  they 
joined  the  extremity  of  the  eaftern  place  d' amies ;  and  two  nights, 
following,  began  a  fifth  branch,  which  on  the  19th  Vv'-as  extended 
to  the  eaft  flank  of  the  Mill-battery.  Their  operations  had  not 
been  wholly  confined  to  completing  this  line  of  communica- 
tion :  a  mortar-battery  for  the  fea  was  erefted  to  the  north  o£ 
Fort  St.  Barbara  3  and  large  and  fmall  traverfes  were  raifed  withia 
both  forts,  to  protect  theii'  men  from  our  upper  batteries. 

About 
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About  noon  on  the   17th,  a  cannonade  was  heard  towards  the     17S0, 

Dec. 

well.  A  cloud  of  fmoke  was  obferved  near  Tangier,  and  we  after-  t„,v->«. 
wards  learned  tliat  the  Moors  were  firing  a  falute  on  account  of  the 
arrival  of  their  Emperor.  Three  hundred  and  ninety  rounds  were 
numbered,  and  it  was  repeated  the  next  day.  The  reader  will 
probably  recoiled:,  that  the  Garrifon  of  Tangier  is  to  us  an  objedl 
of  fome  curiofity,  as  having  formerly  been  in  the  poffefiion  of  the 
Englifli.  It  was  ceded  by  the  Portuguefe  (who  had  been  maflers 
of  it  for  fome  time)  to  King  Charles  II.  as  part  of  the  dowry 
of  the  Princefs  Catharine  of  Portugal,  and  remained  under  the 
Englilh  dominion  till  1684,  when,  the  nation  refufing  to  pay  the 
heavy  expence  attending  its  maintenance  againft  the  repeated  attacks 
of  the  Moors,  the  fortifications  were  blown  up,  and  the  Garrifon 
ordered  to  abandon  the  Town.  The  Moors,  after  the  place  was 
•deferted,  returned  j  and  it  has  ever  fince  continued  in  their  polTeffion. 
When  the  Englifli  were  mafters  of  Tangier,  the  works  on  the  land 
fide  were  confidered  as  almoft  impregnable  ;  and,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  fhipping,  a  mole  of  confiderable  extent  was  advanced  into 
the  fea. 

The  prefent  town  is  built  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay,  on  the  fide  of 
a  hill,  overlooking  the  fea.  The  Moors  have,  in  fome  meafure, 
repaired  the  moles,  and  endeavoured  to  reftore  the  city  to  its  former 
importance ;  but  their  efforts  go  llowly  on  towards  accomplifhing 
that  work.  Tangier  was  the  refidence  of  a  Britifh  conful,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  Tetuan,  in  times  of  peace,  fupplies  Gibraltar 
Cadiz,  Lifbon,  and  other  ports  on  the  coafts  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
with  fowls,  beef,  mutton,  and  fruit :  it  was  about  this  time  the  fcene 
of  fome  interefting  tranfadions,  which  will  fhortly  be  related. 

The  Enemy,  on  the  20th,  began  to  eredt  fmall  traverfes  in  thereat 
of  their  approach.     On  the  21  ft,  the  Speedwell  cutter.  Lieutenant 

R  2  Gibfon, 
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J^So,  Gxbfon,  arrived  with  Government  difpatehes,  after  a  warm  engage- 
ment with  the  Enemy  off  Ceuta,  in  which  the  Spaniards  attempted 
to  board  the  cutter,  but  were  repulfed.  Lieutenant  Gibfon  was 
dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  adlion;  which  was  the  only  cafualty  on 
board.  The  23d,  arrived  a  privateer  brig,  called  the  Hannah, 
Captain  Venture,  lafl  from  Liibon.  She  brought  fome  excellent 
fupplies  -;  and  the  day  following,  two  other  veffels  from  Liverpool 
got  in  with  variety  of  provifions  :  the  cargoes  ,of  thefe  fhips  were 
fold  by  auilion  for  300  per  cant,  profit. 

It  was  about  this  period,  fome  letters  of  a  curious   tenor  were- 
difcovered  in   the  polTeflion  of  the  deferter  who  came  in,  the   agth- 
of  September,  in  the  drefs  ofapeafant,  and  faid  he  w^as  a  ferjeant.  . 
They  were  directed  to  Colonel  Nugent,  of  the  Hibernian  corps,   in- 
the  Spanifh  fervice  j   and  the  purport  of  them' was,    ''"that  Europa- 
"  was    the  m.ofl  eligible  place-  to-  attack  the  Garrifon  :    acknow-  - 
**  ledging  having  received  feveral  fums   of  money,   and  concluding- 
"  with  expreiling  his  fears  left  he  fhould  be  difcovered;   therefore- 
'*  defired  the  Colonel  v/ould  concert  fome  meafures  for  his  efcape."" 
The  man   was   immediately   ordered  into  clofe   confinement,    and  . 
remained  a  prifoner  for  fome  time,   till,  an  opportunity  ofiering,  he 
was  fent  away  from  the  Garrifon.     We  were  afterwards  informed  by 
other  deferters,  that  he  v/as  fent  in  as.  a  fpy,  and -liberally  rewarded 
for  this  hazardous  fervice. 

The  Enemy,  having  completed  their  approach  to  the  Mill -battery, 
were  employed  in  drelling'lhe  communication,  and  raifing  fafcine- 
traverfes  in  the'rear,  for  their  greater  protedlion.  The  26th,  and 
following  nights,  their  carpenters  braced  with  head-rails  the  chan- 
deliers, which,  owing  to  the  late  rains,  had  given  way  in  feveral 
places.  They  were  fo  very  noify  in  this  duty,  as  to  induce  a  brifk 
.fire  from  our  batteries.     The  30tht  a  fettee,  going  from  Algeziras 

to 
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to  the  eaftward,  was  becalmed  off  Europa,  and  was  boarded  and     '780, 

Dec. 

brought  in  by  our  boats.     Many  private  letters  were  found  on  board,     v^v^ 
which  mentioned  the  confiderable  lofs  the  Enemy  had  fuftained  from 
our  fire.     There  were  alio  a  quantity  of  clothes,  and  fome  money. 
The  next  day  a  fetteegot  in  from  Minorca. 

Our  carpenters,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  were  very  bufy  in  17S1, 
eredling  ftages  and  temporary  cranes,  in  Camp  and  Rofia  bays, 
and  upon  the  Line-wall,  above  the  Navy-yard;  v/hich  led  us  to 
imagine,  that  the  Governor  had  received  iiitelligente  by  the  Speed- 
well, that  a  convoy  might  foon  be  expedted.  The  reafon  for  eredling 
thefe  machines  fo  far  to  the  fouth,  and  at  fuch  a  diilance  from  the 
Garrifon  ftore-houfes,-  was  the  appreheniion  of  being  annoyed  in 
difembarking  the  provilions  at  Ragged-ilafF,  &c.  fjoni  the  Enemy's 
advanced  battery,  which  was  now  finiihed,  and  reported  to  mount 
eight  thirteen-inch  mortars.  Thefe  precautions  will  appear  to  be 
very  prudent  and  eflential,  when  the  reader,  on  a  farther  perufal,  is' 
informed  of  the  range  and  effedl  of  the  Enemy's  fire.  Some  altera- 
tions were  alfo  made  in  the  works  at  the  New  mole. 

The  nth,  a  Spanifli  flag  of  truce,  with  two  Mooridi  pallies, 
came  over  from  the  Orange-grove,  having  on  board  Conful  Logie, 
his  Lady,  and  all  the  Britifh  fubjefts  who  had  been  refident  in 
Barbary.  We  had  long  complained  of  a  negleft  in  that  quarter,  but 
were  now  convinced,  to  our  forrow,  that  fuch  accufations  v/ere 
premature  and  ungenerous.  The  mercenary  and  avaricious  difpo- 
fition  of  the  Eriiperor  had  been  bribed  by  the  SpaniOi  Miniftry, 
with  a  prefent  of  one  hundred  thoufand  cobs,  (about  £.  7500 
ft'erling)  and  a  promife  of  the  fame  fum  annually,  with  the  redemp- 
tion of. a  hundred  African  prifoners ;  on  condition  that  he  fhould 
deliver  up,  for  a  ceitain  period,  the  ports  of  Tangier  and  Tetuan, 
and  banifh  from  his  dominions  the  Conful  and  fubjcits  of  Great- 
Britain. 


Jan. 
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Britain.  Belldes  the  prefent  of  money,  and  the  redemption  of  a 
hundred  prifoners,  the  Emperor  had  permiffion  to  import  from  Spain, 
grain,  which  was  fo  remarkably  Icarce  in  Barbary,  that  a  famine  v/as 
apprehended.  Without  this  circumftance  to  urge  as  a  palliative 
for  entering  into  a  treaty  with  this  avowed  and  natural  enemy,  the 
Emperor  would  probably  have  found  it  a  difficult  talk  to  perfuade  his 
fubjedls  to  defert  their  old  Allies. 

As  THIS  defe^Sion  of  the  Moorifli  Monarch  was  of  much  impor-_ 
tance  to  the  Garrifon,  and  was  in  itfelf  an  objedt  not  undeferving^ 
political  remark,   I  fliall  fubjoin  a  flaort  relation  of  fome  tranfad;ions 
previous  to  this  event;   v/ith  an  account  of  the  injurious  treatment 
which  Mr.  Logie  and  the  Britilli  fubje(3;s  experienced  before  they 
quitted  that  country. 

I  HAD  formerly  occalion  to  mention,  that  in  the  early  part  of 
J 779,  overtures  were  made  by  the  Spaniards, to  the  Moors,  to  farm 
the  ports  of  Tangier,  Tetuan,  and  Larache.  Of  this  General  Eliott 
received  immediate  information,  by  a  confidential  meffage  from  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco.  It  did  not  appear  that  the  Emperor,  in  this 
inftance,  was  ad:uated  by  any  other  impulfe  than  friendlliip.  But 
fince,  by  refufing  to  accede  to  their  offers,  he  might  fubjed:  his 
coafts  to  be  infulted,  it  would  of  confequence  be  prudent  to  arm  hi-s 
cruifers,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  a<ft  on  the  defenfive :  he  therefore 
requefted  that  the  Englifh  would  fupply  him  with  naval  ftores  for 
three  new  veflels  which  he  had  lately  built,  the  value  of  which,  on 
calculation,  did  not  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 

Such  apparent  difintereflednefs,  and  fo  modefi:  a  demand,  had  a 
.proper  effedt  with  the  Governor,  who,  confiderrng  the  Emperor's 
alliance  of  the  firft-  confequence  to  the  welfare  of  the  Garrifon, 
recommended  to  Government  to  double  the  quantity  of  ftores, 

that 
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that  they  might  fecure  his  friendfhip.  Minifters  at  home,  however,  i73r 
did  not  confider  his  alliance  in  the  fame  light  with  the  Governor  and  ^.^ 
Conful,  as  Sir  George  Rodney  arrived  the  January  following  without 
ftores,  or  as  much  as  an  anfwer  :  and  the  Spaniards,  (having  then 
declared  war)  increafing  in  their  propofals,  the  Emperor,  after 
repeated  applications  to  Mr,  Logic,  to  know  when  he  might  expeil 
the  fupplies  he  had  given  him  to  undei-ftand  were  coming  from 
England,  at  length,  by  degrees,  permitted  the  Spaniards  to  capture 
all  Britifli  veflels  under  the  protedlion  of  his  guns.  The  Conful 
remonftrated  againfl;  fuch  proceedings,  but  in  vain  :  the  anfwer 
generally  received  was,  that  the  Spaniards  had  the  Emperor's  leave  j 
and  if  they  chofe  to  take  h'/n  from  his  own  houfe,.  the  Emperor 
would  not  oppofe  ^aem. 

These  indignities  Mr.  Logic  was  neceffita ted  to  overlook.  He 
found  the  Spanifh  influence  daily  gaining  ground  :  he  had .  therefore 
no  alternative,  but  tacitly  to  fubmit  to  the  evils  of  his  fituation. 
He  contrived,  neverthelefs,  to  acquaint  General  Eliott  with  this 
change  in  their  affairs. 

Though  there  appeared  little  profped:  of  doing  further  fervice 
to  the  Garrifon  of  Gibraltar  by  remaining  in  Barbary,  Mr.  Logic 
Hill  continued  to  refide  at  Tangier.  The  natives  were  partial 
to  the  Englifh,  and  perfonally  attached  to  him  ;  and  thefe  circum- 
ftances  he  imagined  might  probably  be  improved  to  fome  advan- 
tage. 

Thus  matters  proceeded  till  the  beginning  of  06tober,  1780, 
when  a  party  of  the  Emperor's  black  troops,  v/hich  were  quartered 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tangier,  cams  to  Mr.  Logic's  houfe,  and, 
being  introduced,  informed  him  they  had  orders  from  their  Mafter 
to  abufe  and  infult  him  in  the  grofleft  m.anner  y.  which  they  imme- 
diately 
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iyS".     .diately  put  in  execution,  by  fpitting  in  his  face,  feizing  him  by  the 
u,-^,.^  .collar,  and  threatening  to  llab  him  with  their  daggers. 

■"  'Tv/o  days  after  this  tranfadion,  Mr.  Logie  was  ordered  to  attend 
.  the  Emperor  near  Sallee.  The  1 3th,  he  began  his  journey,  guarded 
I  by  one  of  the  Emperor's  chamberlains,  and  a  party  of  horfe.  They 
.arrived  at  the  camp  on  the  20th  j  and  the  fame  evening  Mr.  Logie 
was  ordered  info  the  Emperor's  prefence.  After  various  queftions 
relative  to  Gibraltar,  to  which  fach  anfwers  were  given  as  were 
lead:  likely  to  pleafe,  the  Emperor  addreffed  himfelf  to  his  troop.9, 
and  a  great  mob  that  were  affembled  on  the  oc.cafion,  ikying,  "  the 
■"  Englifh  v/ere  an  avaricious,  proud,  and  headftrong  people  j  they 
'  *■'■  always  attacked  the  head  :  but  when  people  came  to  beg,  they 
**  ought  to  crawl  up  by  the  feet.  He  had  however  deprived  them 
*'  of  every  benefit  they  formerly  derived  from  his  country;"  con- 
cluding with  ordering  the  Conful  to  be  taken  to  Sallee.  Mr.  Logie 
objedled  to  this  mandate,  informing  the  Emperor  he  was  ready  to 
attend  his  camp ;  ,but  that  his  Sovereign's  fervice  did  not  permit  his 
trifling  away  his  time  in  vifitincr  towns. 

rtiadi  ■'■'■■"■'  '■"  -■    -•'■•;  .         ,  ,.,... 

,      The  Emperor,  after  this  interview,  feemed  to  relax  m  his  feverity 

to  the  Conful ;  allowing  him  to  return  to  Tangier,  and  confoling 
him  with  the  promife  that  the  Britifli  fubjefts  fliould  not  bemolefted 
by  the  Spaniards.  The  26th  of  Oftober,  Mr.  Logie  arrived  at  Tan- 
gier, and  found. the  Emperor  had  not  deceived  him. 

AFFAiJfs  ]:emained  quiet  till  the  26th  of  November,  when  an 
order, came, to  fit  up  all  the  Britifli  boats,  at  the  Emperor's  expence, 
as  he  was  determined  to  fend  the  Englilh  av/ay  fatisfied.  The 
Conful  however  anticipated  his  intention,  by  getting  them  completed 
himfelf  by  the  fucceeding  evening.  The  night  of  the  28th,  the 
Spaniards,  informed  of  the  Emperor's  jefolution,  fent  a  party  on 

fhore 
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fhore  to  burn  the  boats.  They  were  difcovered  by  the  guards,  and 
confined;  but  in  confideration  of  a  fum  of  money,  they  were  the 
next  day  liberated.  Two  days  following,  the  Confuls  attended 
to  hear  the  Emperor's  orders,  which  were  brought  by  two  of  his 
fecretaries  :  they  exprefled,  that  the  Emperor  had  fold  the  port  of 
Tangier  to  the  King  of  Spain ;  in  confequence  of  which,  every 
Chriflian,  except  of  that  nation,  was  to  quit  the  Town  and  Bay ; 
awarding  flavery  as  the  punifliment  of  thofe  who  remained  after 
the  I  ft  of  January,   1781. 

Mr.  Log  IE  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with  this  order,  than  he 
departed  for  the  Emperor's  camp,  then  near  Tetuan,  in  order  to 
reprefent  the  impofllbility  of  removing  their  property  on  fo  fhort  a 
notice.  He  arrived  on  the  2d  of  December,  but  could  not  procure 
an  audience.  The  4th,  he  had  intelligence  from  Tangier,  that  a 
fecond  order  had  compelled  the  Britifli  fubjedls  inftantly  to  remove 
to  Mar  teen.  Mr.  Logic  made  feveral  attempts  to  have  this  cruel 
order  reverfed,  but  in  vain.  He  at  length  procured  a  friend  to 
mention  this  delicate  point  to  the  Emperor,  who  apparently  relented, 
faying,  the  Englilb  fhould  have  permiffion  to  remain  twenty  days 
to  colledt  their  effedts ;  and  fo  far  flattered  them,  as  to  make  them 
believe  they  were  not  to  be  removed  till  the  Britifh  fleet  arrived, 
ifit  might  be  expelled  foon.  Mr.  Logic  was  however  afterwards 
convinced,  that  the  Emperor  at  this  time  was  informed  his  orders 
had  been  executed,  as  the  Britifli  fubjefts,  amounting  to  109, 
arrived  at  Marteen,  a  few  miles  from  Tetuan,  the  fubfequent 
evening  j  having  been  forced  to  abandon  their  vefl'els,  houfes,  and 
all  their  property  j  and  compelled  to  fubmit  to  the  greateft  impo- 
fition,  for  the  ufe  of  camels  and  mules,  to  remove  their  bedding  and 
wearing-apparel.  The  value  of  the  effedts  left  behind,  Mr.  Logic 
computed  to  amount  to  upwards  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds. 

S  The 
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lySr,  The  heavy  expence  attending  their  removal  from  Tangier,  with 
their  ftay  at  Marteen,  to  their  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  Mr.  Logic  was 
obliged  to  difburfe  ;  the  Emperor's  order  on  the  26th  of  November, 
having  fo  much  impofed  upon  them,  that  they  had  laid  out  what 
money  they  were  poffeffed  of,  in  purchafing  fuch  articles  as  they 
judged  would  be  ufeful  at  Gibraltar,  imagining  they  were  to  be 
conduced  immediately  to  that  Garrifon. 

The  Emperor  removed  on  the  17th  of  December  to  Tangier ; 
whence  he  ufually  fent,  once  or  twice  every  week,  fome  infulting 
meffage  to  the  Conful,  charging  the  Englirti  with  having  cheated 
his  Ambaflador,  and  being  indebted  to  him  feveral  thoufand  cobs 
for  maintaining  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar ;  with  others  equally  falfe 
and  ahufive'.a^^i^J''' 

Mr.  Logie,  on  the  26th  of  December,  was  informed  that  the. 
Emperor  had  given  up  all  the  Britifh  fubjedls  as  prifoners  to  the 
Spaniards,  and  that  the  fucceeding  day  they  were  to  be  removed  to 
Algeziras.  Being  afTured  of  the  truth  of  this  intelligence  by  one  of 
the  Emperor's  fervants,  he  burnt  all  his  public  papers,  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  Enemy's  hands.  The  28th,  the  Conful 
embarked  with  Mrs.  Logie  (who  had  attended  him  through  all  thefe 
troubles)  and  about  twenty  more,  on  board  a  fchooner,  without 
being  allowed  tim-e  to  take  in  any  refrefhment  for  their  voyage. 
Others,  under  limilar  circumflances,  were  put  on  board  other  vefTels. 
They  were,  guarded  by  two  Spaniih  cruifers,  and  for  the  firll  night 
put  into  Ceuta  Bay :  the  next  morning  they  proceeded  acrofs  the 
Straits,  and  about  noon  anchored  off  the  Orange-grove,  but  foon 
after  were  ordered  by  Admiral  Barcelo  to  moor  at  the  entrance 
of  the  river  Palmones.  Here  the  Conful  was  detained  till  the 
1 1  th  of  January  following,  by  which  time  an  anfwer  arrived  from 
Madrid  concerning  their  future  deftination. 

During 
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During  this  period,  no  offer  was  made  to  fupply  them  with     178,1. 
provifions    or   neceflaries,    though    the  Moors    were   permitted   to     «.or*^ 
purchafe  whatever  they  wanted.     Mr.  Logie  therefore  applied  to 
the  French  Charge  des  affaires  at  Algeziras,  who  very  generoufly 
difpatched  fuch   articles   as  he  judged  would  be  moil  acceptable. 
The  nth,  they  were  conduced  to  Gibraltar. 

The  removal,  or  rather  expulfion,  of  the  Britifli  fubjeds  from 
Barbary,  was  attended  with  other  unfortunate  confequences  beiides 
depriving  us  of  provifions  :  our  connexion  with  Portugal  became 
afterwards  more  precarious  j  and  the  Governor  was  cut  off  from  a 
fource  of  information,  by  which  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
Enemy's  operations  both  in  camp  and  at  Cadiz.  Mr.  Logip 
had  always  contrived  to  procure  pretty  certain  intelligence  of  the 
Enemy's  motions,  by  thofe  Moors  who  were  in  his  intereff ;  for, 
the  Spaniards  allowing  them  to  bring  various  articles  to  the 
army  before  Gibraltar,  and  the  fleet  at  Cadiz,  and  Mr.  Logie 
lending  them  money  to  carry  on  this  advantageous  trade,  they 
faithfully  communicated  to  him  whatever  came  to  their  knowledge.  ■ 
The  laft  information  Mr.  Logie  himfelf  was  the  bearer  of  to  the 
Governor,  which  was,  that  the  Enemy  had  a  great  number  of  fire- 
fliips  in  the  rivers,  ready  for  immediate  ufe.  iij 

The  1 6th  of  January,  a  brig  came  in  from  Madeira,  in  four  days, 
with  feventy  butts  of  wine.  The  mafter  had  left  London  with  a 
cargo  to  exchange  at  Madeira;  but  a  violent  gale  of  wind  had 
driven  him  to  fea  with  his  cargo  incomplete,  and  half  his  crew 
afliore.  The  fame  day,  the  Moorifli  veffels  which  brought  over 
Conful  Logie,  returned  to  Algeziras.  Two  days  following,  the 
Tartar  privateer  arrived  with  various  articles  from  England :  fhe 
brought  His  Majefly's  manifeflo  for  commencing  hoililities  againfl 
the  Dutch. 

S  2  On 
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'un.'  ^^  ^^^  19th,  fome  experiments  were  made  at  Algeziras,  from 

two  new  Spanifli  boats,  with  mortars  on  board.  We  had  fome  time 
before  learned  that  they  were  preparing  fuch  vefTels,  and  that  they 
intended  foon  to  try  them  againft  the  Garrifon.  Their  conftrudlion 
was  upon  a  plan  fimilar  to  that  of  the  gun-boats  :  the  mortars  were 
fixed  in  a  folid  bed  of  timber,  in  the  centre  of  the  boat;  and  the 
only  apparent  diftinftion  was,  that  they  had  long  prows,  and 
braced  their  yards  more  athwart  the  boat  when  they  fired. 

The  2 1  ft,  the  ferjeant  commanding  one  of  our  out-guards, 
deferted  to  the  Enemy  :  he  went  towards  the  Devil's  tower,  and 
once  ftopped,  as  if  undetermined  to  proceed  or  not.  He  belonged 
to  the  56th  regiment,  and  left  a  wife  and  family  behind:  he  had 
always  been  efteemed  of  good  charadler,  and  was  much  confided  in 
by  his  officers.  Some  pecuniary  matters  were  fuppofed  to  be  the 
reafon  of  his  deferting.  This  was  the  fourth  man  which  we  had 
loft  in  this  way  within  the  courfe  of  a  month.  The  28th,  a  fhip 
arrived  from  Leghorn  with  various  articles.  In  her  paflage  fhe 
picked  up  at  fea  the  long-boat  of  the  Brilliant  frigate.  Captain 
Curtis,  which  we  had  been  anxiouily  expedting  for  fome  time 
with  difpatches  from  England.  On  the  25th  and  27th,  three  of 
Hardenberg's  brigade  had  deferted ;  and  this  day  a  rope  was  found 
near  the  Signal-houfe,  by  which  we  imagined  the  laft  two  of  them 
had-  efcaped.  The  29th  and  30th,  two  or  three  fettees  arrived, 
from  aloft,  with  the  produce  of  Minorca.  By  them  we  were  informed 
that  the  Brilliant  was  got  fafe  into  Mahon,  having  been  chafed 
through  the  Straits  by  the  Enemy's  cruifers  in  the  night. 

The  Enemy's  working  parties  had  for  feveral  weeks  been  lefs 
numerous :  their  occupation  was  principally  confined  to  repairing 
the  damages  done  by  the  weather ;  fecuring  themfelves  againft  the 

effedls 
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effedis  of  our  firing,  by  fplinter-proofs  and  traverfes  j  and  colledling     lySt, 
...  .     .  J^"- 

depots  of  different  materials,  in  various  parts  of  their  lines.     Their    v-'v^oi 

advanced   patroles  frequently  approached  very  near  our  out-pofls; 

but  feldom  waited  a  fecond  difcbarge  from  the  fentries.     On.  our 

fide  the  engineers  were  indefatigable  in  putting  every  thing  in  the 

beft  flate  of  defence.     The  Enemy,    it  mufl  be  confeffed,    dealt 

openly  in  warning  us,  fo  long  before-hand,  of  their  intentions  ;  and 

the    Governor    was   exceedingly   adlive  and   diligent   in   preparing 

aoainfl  whatever  circumftances  mio^ht  occur. 

The  I  ft  of  February  we  found,  behind  the  rock,  the  bodies  of  Feb. 
two  deferters,  who,  in  attempting  to  efcape  from  the  Garrifon,  had 
been  daflied  to  pieces.  One  of  them  was  a  man  of  the  56th,  who 
was  miffing  the  day  preceding ;  the  other,  aferjeant  of  the  73d,  who 
had  deferted  fome  months  before.  The  3d,  we  obferved  the  Ene- 
my's artillery  examining  the  ordnance  in  their  lines.  The  morning 
of  the  8th,  a  deferter  from  a  Catalonian  regiment  came  in,  and 
reported,  that  the  Enemy  pofled  every  night  a  chain  of  fentries 
along  the  fkirts  of  the  Governor's  meadow,  which  were  conftantly 
vifited  by  patroles  of  cavalry,  to  keep  them  alert ;  and  that  a 
captain's  guard,  befides  artillery,  mounted  in  the  St.  Carlos's 
battery,  as  they  called  the  advanced  work.  He  faid  the  camp 
was  well  fupplied  with  provifions,  &c.  but  that  the  men  were  fickiy'j 
and  numbers  of  them  deferted. 

It  was  about  this  period,  that  the  Officers  in  Gibraltar  rpre-^ 
fented  a  memorial,  through  the  commanding  officers  of  the  difiereAt 
regiments,  to  the  Governor,  requefling  his  Excellency,  as  he  mufl 
be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  contents,  to  fupport  it  with  his 
approbation  and  intereft.  ujih  .  BtiounAija 

'.oh    ^■-ifinmr.h    uft 
The 
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V^i>         The  memorial  ftated,  "  That  the  Officers  of  his  Maiefty's  feveral 

Feb.  _  ^  _  J       J 

"regiments  of  foot,  ferving  under  his  Excellency's  command,  had 
"  been  necefTarily  expofed  to  a  great  variety  of  inconveniences  iince 
*'  the  commencement  of  the  blockade,  independent  of  the  addi- 
*'  tional  duties  which  they  had  been  required  to  difcharge :  That, 
"  in  particular,  their  pay,  which  conftituted  their  chief,  if  not 
*'  their  fole  fupport,  had,  at  different  times,  fuifered  a  great  dimi- 
*'  nution  by  the  exorbitant  rate  of  exchange  ;"  which  they  ftated  to 
have  fluctuated,  during  a  certain  period,  between  40  and  42  pence 
per  dollar,  Gibraltar  currency :  "  That  every  article  of  clothing, 
**  and  ftill  more,  thofe  elTential  to  life  and  health,  were  fo  advanced 
"  in  price,  that,  with  the  ftridieft  economy,  their  pay  was  totally 
*'  inadequate  to  the  expences  abfolutely  indifpenlable  in  their 
"  prefent  fituation ;  a  fituation  which,  they  apprehended,  pre- 
"  eluded  them,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  participating  with  the 
"  officers  at  home  in  the  extenfive  promotions  which  had  of  late 
"  taken  place  in  the  army.  They  therefore  appealed  to  the  paternal 
•'  feelings,  thejuftice,  and  the  humanity  of  his  Excellency;  trufl:- 
**  ing  that,  through  his  recommendation  and  interceffion,  fuch 
"  affiftance  and  protedtion  might  be  granted  them,  as  their  fituation 
"  and  fervices  deferved:"  Concluding  with  a  requeft,  "  that  His 
**  Excellency  would  be  pleafed  to  lay  their  prayer,  with  all  humi- 
**  lity  on  their  part,  at  His -Majefty's  feet."  This  memorial  was 
feconded  by  another  of  a  fimilar  import  3  but  no  official  anfwer  was 
received  to  either. 

It  mufh  be  confefled,  that  under  thefe  circumftances,  the  fituation 
of  the  officers  was  by  no  means  flattering.  Whatever  obfl:acles 
might  be  in  the  way  of  their  promotion,  they  could  not  help 
feeling  the  peculiar  hardfliip  of  their  fituation :  nor  was  the 
inactive  and  tedious  fervice  of  a  blockaded  Garrifon  at  all  calculated 

to 
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to  divert  their  minds,  or  to  foothe  them  into  an  acquiefcence  with      '78'. 

Feb. 

their  fortune.  They  refledled,  with  no  very  agreeable  fenlations, 
upon  the  preferment  which  had  been  liberally  beftowed  upon  young 
officers  in  England  ;  while  many  fubalterns  in  Gibraltar  had  ten 
or  twelve  years,  or  upwards,  of  flrid:  duty  and  fervices  to  plead. 
Nay,  the  fituation  of  fome  of  them  was  peculiarly  difcouraging  : 
for  their  friends  had  repeatedly  offered  to  raife  compa'nies  to  fecure 
their  rank  ;  but  of  fuch  confequence  was  the  lafety  of  Gibraltar 
efteemed  by  the  Miniftry,  that  orders  were  fent  to  forbid  any 
officers  leaving  the  Garrifon,  unlefs  replaced  by  others  from  England. 
It  is  but  juftice  to  them,  however,  to  obferve,  that  they  in  general 
fubmitted  to  the  evils  of  their  fituation  without  murmur  or  repining; 
and  that,  preferring  their  country's  good  to  every  partial  confi- 
deration,  they  never  publickly  teflihed  their  difcontent,  except 
in  the  two  refpeftful  memorials  which  they  prefented  to  their 
Governor. 

A  PRIVATEER,  on  the  9th  of  February,  arrived  from  Mahon  : 
fhe  ran  through  ten  cruifers,  befides  fix  gun-boats,  and  was  chafed 
by  a  xebeque,  but  efcaped  them  all.  The  17th,  fhe  continued  her 
courfe  for  England.  Mr.  Logic,  who  carried  home  difpatches,  was 
a  pafTenger,  with  feveral  others.  The  19th,  and  20th,  arrived  two 
polacre  ffiips  from  aloft.  >^*^  noi^ii  ' 

Our  fupplies  from  the  eaftward  were  now  pretty  regular,  and 
the  boats  and"  veiTels  in  general  very  fuccefsful  in  their  voyages. 
When  the  reader  coniiders  the  variety  of  difficulties  and  dangers 
attending  this  intercourfe,  he  cannot  but  admire  the  perfeverance  of 
thefe  foreigners.  Their  veffels  were  generally  of  light  burthen,  and 
open,  excepting  a  fmall  fcuttle  abaft,  which,  with  the  other  parts  of 
the  veflel,  was  ufually  filled  with  part  of  their  cargo.     Their  palfage 

was 
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1781.  was  feldoin  performed  in  lefs  than  five  days ;  and  fometimes  it 
,s,„,yi^  exceeded  ten,  and  fourteen.  Their  courfe  was  all  the  way  along  the 
Enemy's  coaft;  and  even  when  arrived  within  fight  of  the  Port, 
the  danger  was  greater  than  before,  from  the  number  and  vigilance 
of  the  Enemy's  cruifers  :  the  horrors  of  a  Spanilli  gaol  ftared  them 
in  the  face,  with  the  chance  of  lofing  probably  their  all.  One 
circumflance  indeed  was  in  their  favour;  their  vefTels,  in  the  rigging, 
refembled  thofe  of  the  Enemy.  To  the  chance  of  deceiving  them 
they  were  neverthelefs  unwilling  entirely  to  truft  :  it  was  their 
cuftom  therefore  to  make  the  Rock,  if  poffible,  about  fun-fet;  then 
ilrike  fail,  and  lie-to,  and  at  night  pufh  for  the  Bay.  By  manoeu- 
vring in  this  manner  they  frequently  arrived  fafe  ;  and  in  that  cafe,. 
it  muft  be  confeffed,  they  were  amply  recompenfed. 

The  26th,  the  regiments  in  Garrifon  began  to  be  reviewed  : 
after  the  review,  each  regiment  marched  to  its  alarm-poflr,  and  dif- 
charged  feveral  rounds  o^  parapet  firing.  The  28th,  a  brig  under 
Genoefe  colours  came  over  from  Algeziras  :  the  crew  reported,  they 
had  injured  their  maft,  and  put  into  Algeziras  for  another,  but  that 
the  Spaniards  had  ill-treated  them  j  they  therefore  came  over  to 
remedy  their  lofs.  To  this  flory  the  Governor  did  not  give  implicit 
credit :  a  guard  of  a  fubaltern  and  twelve  men  was  fent  on  board ; 
and  after  being  for  fome  time  detained,  her  cargo,  which  was  fruit, 
was  fold. 

"March.  The  want  of  bread  in  the  beginning  of  March  began  again  to 
be -feverely  felt :  many  families  had  not  tailed  any  for  feveral  days. 
The  poor  foldiers,  and  ftill  more  the  inhabitants,  whofe  finances 
would  not  allow  them  to  purchafe  articles  from  the  Minorquin  vef- 
fels  (the  cargoes  of  which,  by  the  way,  were  chiefly  luxuries,)  were 
in  intolerable  diilrefs.     Bifcuit-crumbs  fold  for  lod.  and  is.  per  lb. 

The 
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The  allo\yance  of  the  troops  was  alfo  jcurtailed,   and  m^ny  fortu-     «7,5i, 
guefe  fifliermen  left  the  Garrifoii  for  want  of  this  article.     Towards 


the  conclufion  of  the  jnonth,  the  invalids  of  the  .Garrifon  embarked 
on  board  the  Enterprife  frigate,  and  St.  Fermin  armed  fhip.  The 
27th,  the  former,  with  the  Fortune  floop,  failed  for  Minorca; 
and  the  St.  Fermin  v/as  to  have  accompanied  them,  but  in  getting 
out  of  the  New  mole  fome  ,accideot  befell  her,  by  which  fhe  was 
detained.  In  the  courfe  of  the  month,  feveral  fmall  craft  arrived 
from  Minorca;  and  we  lofl  two  men  by  defer tion. 
.\'>>' i    ,  i  -:-  !;;it  ;  iii; 

The  beginning  of  April,  the  Spanifli  Admiral  called  in  all  his  April, 
cruifers,  and  fome  movements  took  place  in  their  difppfition,  which 
feemed  to  indicate  the  expecStation  of  a  fuperior  force.  The  ad, 
we  obferved  their  artillery  laying  the  mortars  in  the  Mill-battery ; 
which  confirmed  us  in  the  conjedturp.  The  fucceeding  day,  a 
Britifli  cutter,  called  the  Refolution,  arrived  with  rum,  coals, 
and  fugar,  in  twenty-nine  days  from  Plymouth.  The  mafter 
informed  us,  that  he  left  a  fleet,  which  was  coming  to  our 
relief,  at  anchor  in  Torbay.  Our  joy  at  this  news  was  greater, 
if  poffible,  than  when  we  were  told  of  our  former  relief.  The 
exigencies  of  the  Garrifon,  fince  Admiral  Rodney's  departure,  had 
been  as  fevere,  if  not  more  fo  than  before.  Since  the  foldier,  for 
himfelf,  only  received  weekly  5^  lb.  of  bread  j  13  oz.  of  fait  beef, 
18  oz.  of  pork,  both  of  them  almoft  in  a  flate  of  putrefcence; 
2|  oz.  of  butter,  which  was  little  better  than  rancid  congealed  oil ; 
12  oz.  of  raifins ;  |  a  pint  of  peafe ;  i  pint  of  Spanifli  beans  j  i  pint 
of  wheat,  which  they  ground  into  flour  for  puddings  j  4  oz.  of 
rice,  and  i  of  a  pint  of  oil :  what  then  muft  be  the  fufferings  of 
thofe  who  had  a  family  of  fmall  children  to  fupport  out  of  this 
pittance  ]  or  what  muft  be  the  diilrefs  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had 
no  affiilance  from  the  flores ! 


The 
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•.'x78i.  The  night  of  the  3d,  the  St.  Fermin,  with  the  Brilliant's  tender, 
which  had  been  forced  by  a  gale  of  wind  to  put  into  Gibraltar, 
failed  for  Mahon  :  two  xebeques  immediately  gave  chace,  and,  we 
afterwards  learned,  captured  the  former. 

'It  being  obferved  that' the  Enemy  had  ftatiohed  at  Cabrita  Point, 
(though  at  fome  diftance  from  the  land)  a  floop  and  two  light  brigs, 
fuppofed  to  be  fire- (hips,  the  Captains  of  the  privateers  propofed 
cutting  out  the  Hoop,  and  burniog  the  other  vefTels  :  the  plan  was 
mentioned  to  the  Governor  by  an  officer  of  the  Garrifon,  who  had 
permiflTbn  to  take  with  him  a  party  of  volunteers  from  the  different 
corps,  and'join  in  the  expedition.  About  eleven  o'clock  on  the 
night  of  the  4th,  they  proceeded  in  four  boats.  When  they  fet  out, 
the  night  was  very  favourable  for  the  enterprife ;  but  before  they 
reached  the  veflels,  the  moon  fuddenly  (hone  forth,  and  they 
reluctantly  returned.  Whether  the  Spaniards  difcovered  the  boats 
or  not,  is  a  matter  of  doubt ;  it  is  probable  they  did,  as  the  next 
morning  four  gun-boats  joined  them  from  Algeziras,  and  the  floop 
removed  farther  to  the  fouthward. 

The  Enemy,  on  the  5th,  fcaled  feveral  of  their  ordnance  in  the 
batteries  round  the  Bay ;  two  frigates  were  alfo  placed  in  front  of 
eight  vefTels,  fuppofed  to  be  fire-fliips  :  thefe  motions  convinced  us 
that  the  Enemy  were  aware  of  the  fleet  which  was  expedled.  The 
evening  of  the  7th,  the  Eagle  privateer,  of  fourteen  guns,  arrived  in 
fourteen  days  from  Glafgow  :  a  xebeque,  a  floop  of  fourteen  guns, 
a  galliot,  and  eleven  gun-boats,  engaged  her  in  the  Bay ;  but  by 
warm  fighting,  and  good  feamanfhip,  fhe  efcaped.  The  Captain 
informed  us  that  the  fleet  had  failed,  and  he  was  much  furprifed 
in  not  finding  them  arrived.  The  following  day,  the  Spanifh 
General  vifited  the  lines  and  advanced  works.     The  9th,  only  two 

xebeques 
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xebeques  and  the  gun-boats  were  at  Algeziras,  the  reft  of  their  ^7^}' 
cruifers  having  left  the  ftation.  The  nth,  a  felucca  came  round 
Cabrita,  with  oars,  and  with  a  prefs  of  fail :  immediately  upon 
entering  the  Bay,  ftie  made  a  fignal,  which  was  anfwered  at  Alge- 
ziras by  an  Englifh  enfign  at  the  main-top-gallant  maft-head. 
Soon  after,  a  boat  went  over  to  Ceuta,  and  the  xebeque  which  was 
ftationed  at  the  point  was  called  in  with  the  gun-boats.  In  the 
evening  many  fignals  were  made  from  the  weft ;  and  about  midnight 
arrived  the  Kite  cutter.  Captain  Trollop,  with  the  joyful  news 
that  the  Convoy  was  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits,  under  charge 
of  Admiral  Darby,  with  the  British  Grand  Fleet.. 

v-^J  jb^  srij  "io  Jrfgin 


'I  ■^ili  hruiQi  83i-!33i/;<i 

'-  Tz  #£l£>rr.€H  AFTER 

nifiJqiiQ  sdT  -.6:   lo-^ibna   .gnilrigft  miisw 

bsliiqiiiij  '        -'i:43'3'»  barmo'^ni   ■ 

diinnqS  .,HiJ   gnihna   lo/i    .'.' 


jy^  HISTORY    OF    THE    LATE 


■A 


Admiral  Darby  relieves  Gibraltar. — Spaniards  bombard  the  ^owji. — 
Soldiers  guilty  of  irregularities. — 'Town  frequently  on  Jire,  and 
greatly  injured. — Gun  and  mortar  boats  very  troublefome  to  the 
Navy. — Admiral  Darby  returns  to  England. — Captain  Curtis^ 
arrives  tioith  a  convoy  of  viSluallers . — Town  in  ruins. — Gun-boats 
renew  their  attacks  on  the  Gar  r  if  on  :  fatal  effe^s. — Inhabitants 
much  alarmed  by  their  attacks. — One  of  the  Enemy's  magazines  ^ 
blown  up. — General  Eliott  adopts  a  mode  of  annoying  the  Enemy's , 
campy  and  conJiruSis  prames  to  oppofe  the  gun-boats. — Bombard- 
ment abates. — The  Helena  foop  of  war  arrivesy  after  a  warm 
aSlion  with  the  Enemy. — Singular  Jyji em  of f ring y  from  the  Enemy. 
— Melancholy  fate  of  a  matrofs. — Enemy  make  additions  to  their 
works. — Firing  increafes  on  both  fdes. — Death  of  Major  Burke. — 
Gallant  behaviour  of  a  working  party. — A  confpiracy  dif covered  in 
'  the  Navy. — Enemy,  by  their  operations,  demonjirate  their  intention 
of  befeging  the  Garrifon  in  form. — IneffeSlual  attempt  to  dejiroy 
t  their  batteries. — Several  cutters  taken, — Efiemy  fnijh  their  bat- 
teries.— General  Eliott  projeSts  a  fally,  which  proves  fuccefsful. 

1781,  jAT  day-break,  on  the  12th  of  April,  the  much-expedled  fleet, 
^j^^  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Darby,  was  in  fight  from  our 
fignai-houfe,  but  was  not  difcernible  from  below,  being  obfcured 
by  a  thick  mift  in  the  Gut.  As  the  fun,  however,  became  more 
powerful,  the  fog  gradually  rofe,  like  the  curtain  of  a  vaft  theatre, 
difcovering  to  the  anxious  Garrifon  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  and 
pleafing  fcenes  it  is  poffible  to  conceive.  The  Convoy,  confifting  of 
near  a  hundred  veflels,  were  in  a  compa<5t  body,  led  by  feveral  men 
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of  war :  their  fails  juft  enough  filled  for  fleerage,  whilft  the  majority  1781, 
of  the  line-of-battle  fhips  lay-to  under  the  Barbary  fhore,  having  ^"  ' 
orders  not  to  enter  the  Bay,  left  the  Enemy  fhould  moleft  them  with 
their  fire-fhips.*  The  ecftafies  of  the  inhabitants  at  this  grand  and 
exhilarating  light  are  not  to  be  defcribed.  Their  expreffions  of  joy 
far  exceeded  their  former  exultations.  But,  alas!  they  little  dreamed 
of  the  tremendous  blow  that  impended,  which  was  to  annihilate 
their  property,  and  reduce  many  of  them  to  indigence  and  beg- 
gary. 

As  THE  convoy  approached  the  Bay,  fifteen  gun-boats  advanced' 
from  Algeziras,  and  forming  in  regular  order  under  the  batteries  at 
Cabrita  Point,  began  a  fmart  cannonade  on  the  neareft  fhips,  feconded 
by  the  gun  and  mortar  batteries  on  the  land.     A  line-of-battle  fhip  ' 
and  two  frigates,  however,  foon  obliged  them  to  a  precipitate  retreat ; 
and,  continuing  to  purfue  them,  the  crews  of  feveral  deferted  their 
boats,  and  took  refuge  amongft  the  rocks.     Had  our  fhips  advanced 
at  this  critical  jundlure,  and  manned  their  boats,  the  whole  might, 
probably  have  been  deftroyed,  and  the  Garrifon  by  that  means  been 
rid  of  thofe  difagreeable  neighbours  which  afterwards  fo  harafied 
and  annoyed  us ;  but  the  frigates,  having  difperfed  them,  thought  no 
more  of  the  bum-boats,  as  fome  Naval  officers  contemptuoufly  called  . 
them,  and  left  them  to  be  repoffefled  by  the  fugitives. 

The  Enemy,  on  the  land  fide,  were  far  from  being  idle  fpedlators 
of  this  relief.  On  the  firft  intimation  of  Admiral  Darby's  approach, 
preparations,  it  is  imagined,  were  made  in  the  lines,  and  a  reinforce- 
ment of  artillery  ordered  down  from  the  camp,  as  at  day-break, 
before  the  fleet  was  well  in  fight,  we  remarked  that  their  cannon 
were  elevated,    and  the  fpunges  and  rammers  reared  againft  tlie  . 

merlons. 

•  The  difpofition  of  the  whole  is  introduced  in  the  annexed  View  of  the  Straits, 
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'7^1'     merlons..   Thefe,  with  other  appearances,  indicated  an  intention  of 
opening  on  the  Garrifon. 

.laiblcA.sdj'ipjfp.i^n..  o  ■■- 

-i  Our  private  letters  had,  for  fome  time  before,  mentioned  that 
the  Spaniards  propofed  to  bombard  Gibraltar,  if  the  Garrifon  was  a 
fecond  time  relieved  :  but  the  truth  of  this  intelligence  was  doubted, 
it  being  conceived  that  no  beneficial  confequences  could  arife  to 
them  from  fuch  a  cruel  proceeding.  We  however  overlooked  the 
predominant  charaderiftic  of  the  nation,  which,  particularly  in  this 
inftance,  feems  to  have  influenced  them  more  than  any  other  motive, 
and  even  to  have  carried  them  beyond  that  line  of  prudence  and 
caution,  which  in  military  affairs  ought  to  be  ftridtly  attended  to. 

sWiAbouT  three  qxiarters  pafl  ten  o'clock,  the  van  of  the  convoy  came 
to  an  anchor  off  the  New  mole  and  Rofia  bay  j  and,  as  if  this  was 
the  fignal  for  the  Enemy  to  open,  a  fmart  fire  immediately  com- 
menced from  Fort  St.  Philip,  followed  by  all  the  batteries  which 
bore  upon  the  Garrifon.  The  number  of  ordnance  bearing  on  the 
place  was  as  follows :    the  King's,    or  Black   battery,    mounting 

,14  guns,  12  bearing  on  the  Garrifon;  Fort  St.  Philip,  27  guns, 
IJ  bearing  on  the  Garrifon  ;  Infanta's  battery,  of  7  guns  ;  Prince's 
and  Prijicefs's  batteries,  of  14  guns  each ;  Fort  St.  Barbara,  23  guns, 

,  6  bearing  on  the  Garrifon  :  thefe,  with  about  50  mortars,  mounted 
in  the  lines,  and  in  St.  Carlos's  battery,  amount  to  114  pieces  of 
artillery ;  all  of  heavy  metal,  being  twenty-fix-pounders,  and 
tliirteenrin.ch.m.ortars..  uij-.o 

v>'yi  ^i.'cj '5i5v/\rl}'?  I  '=)H .  /      .  ;  .     •■'>  3nin  ri 

.The  Enemy's  cannonade  was  inftantly  returned  from  the  Gar- 
rifon; but  our  artillery  had  orders  to  difregard  their  lines,  and 
notice  only  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  which  confequently  foon  flack- 
ened  its  fire.  The  miferable  and  terrified  inhabitants,  who  juft 
before  were. congratulating  each  other.ipa  the  arriyal  el",;tfee  fleet, 
•ohiann.'.  ■  :>\v  n9fn  v^lft  brjB'bjibi':; .  ^ow 
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now  changed  their  exultation  to  forrow,  and  flocked,  old  and  young, 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  the  greateft  confulion,  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  leaving  their  property,  unfecured,  to  the  mercy  of  the  foldiers. 
The  fhells  from  the  St.  Carlos's  battery  were  diredled  towards  the 
New  mole  :  the  Convoy,  however,  had  been  warned  not  to  anchor' 
•within  the  range  of  their  fire :  the  fliipping,  therefore,  were  not  in 
the  leaft  molefted.  A  fettee  was  funk  near  the  watering-tank,  and 
numbers  of  fhells  fell  on  the  red-fands,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
South-Port,  which  added  no  little  to  the  alarm  of  the  fugitives  from 
town.  The  Enemy's  other  batteries  were  chiefly  directed  to  Willis's, 
the  Lines,  and  particularly  the  ground  upon  which  the  troops  were 
intended  to  have  been  encamped.  Between  one  and  two  o'clock 
their  firing  abated,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  ceafed.  Of  this  favourable 
ceflation  the  Inhabitants  availed  themfelves,  to  fecure  fuch  valuable 
property  as  could  be  expeditioufly  removed ;  but  the  heavier  articles, 
which  the  avaricious  and  hard-hearted  huckfters  had  kept  concealed 
in  their  ftores,  to  bring  forth  in  fmall  quantities  when  the  prices 
fuited,  were  all  deflroyed  in  the  courfe  of  the  bombardment. 

About  five  o'clock,  the  batteries  of  the  Enemy  again  opened,  and 
the  firing  continued,  without  intermiiHon,  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
and  the  fucceeding  night.  It  did  not,  however,  interrupt  the  difem- 
barkation  of  the  fupplies.  Five  hundred  men,  with  a  proportion  of 
officers,  were  ordered  for  that  duty:  they  were  afterwards  confi- 
derably  augmented ;  and  fuch  was  the  labour  and  diligence  of  the 
Garrifon,  that  the  llores  were  landed,  with  the  affiflance  of  the  Navy, 
in  nine  or  ten  days.  Our  cafualties,  on  the  12th,  were  but  few: 
Lieut.  Boag,  of  the  artillery,  was  wounded  j  alfo  feveral  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  privates. 

The  bombardment  was  continued  the  13th,  and  feveral  foldiers 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  their  quarters.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
a  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  ordered  to  remove  ammunition  to  the 

magaziries 
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''Sjj'  magazines  on  the  hill,  and  an  additional  number  to  join  the  party 
i^r^r^  employed  in  landing  the  fupplies.  The  14th,  the  gun  and  mortar- 
boats  fired  upon  the  Ihipping,  but  were  foon  obliged  to  retire. 
Several  barges  attended,  having  officers  in  them,  who  feemed  to  give 
directions  how  to  point  their  cannon.  Our  batteries  ceafed  firing 
■this  day,  but  the  Enemy's  ordnance  were  kept  going  with  great 
vivacity.  They  appeared  to  have  got  the  exadl  range  of  the  heights  ; 
even  the  Royal  battery  did  not  efcape  their  fhells.  Enfi.gn  Martin 
was  flightly  wounded  with  fplinters  of  flones.  No  arrangement  of 
the  troops  was  yet  known ;  and  the  former  diftribution,  given  out 
in  November,  was  totally  overthrown  by  the  extenfive  range  of 
•the  Enemy's  fire.  Officers,  however,  whofe  quarters  were  damaged, 
.received  marquees  from  the  public  ftores,  to  encamp  at  the  ibuth- 
ward  J  and  the  diflreffed  inhabitants  were  accommodated  with  tents. 

It  being  remarked  that  the  Enemy's  fire  confiderably  abated  about 
aipon,  the  Governor  ordered  the  town-guards  to  afiemble  at  twelve 
o'clock  ;  by  which  regulation  lefs  danger  was  apprehended  in 
relieving  the  men  on  duty.  The  night  picquets  were  likewife 
ordered  to  occupy  the  cafemates  under  the  Grand  battery,  that  they 
might  be  at  hand  to  reinforce  the  northern  guards,  in  cafe  of  alarm. 
The  total  ftrength  of  the  picquets,  at  this  period,  was  two  captains, 
nine  fubalterns,  nine  ferjeants,  nine  drummers,  and  three  hundred 
and  ninety-one  rank  and  file.  The  caufe  of  the  ceffation  in  the 
Enemy's  fire  at  noon,  arofe  from  a  cuftom,  pretty  general  in  Spain, 
and  common,  I  believe.  In  mofl  warm  climates,  that  of  indulging 
themfelves  with  a  meridian  nap.  This  luxury  the  Spaniards  could 
not  refufe  themfelves,  even  in  war ;  and  it  was  invariably  attended  to 
during  their  future  operations  againft  Gibraltar.* 

VlCE- 

•  This  will  not  appear  fo  extraordinary  when  the  Reader  is  informed  that,  during  the 

infurreftion  at  Madrid,  in  1766,  the  infurgents,  as  mentioned  by  Major  Dalrymple,  in  his 

Travels  through  Spain,  regularly  indulged  themfelves  with  their  Jiejla,  and  then  returned 

to  their  different  places  of  rendezvous.     Government  did  the  fame  ;  fo  that  there  feemed  to  ie 

jk  fleepy  convention,  for  a  few  hours,  every  day,  between  adminiltration  and  the  mob. 
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Vice-Admiral  Darby,  with  the  fliips  of  war,  continued 
cruifing  in  fight  of  the  Rock :  the  fervice  however  requiring  dil- 
patch  in  landing  the  fuppHes,  he  detached  Rear- Admiral  Sir  John 
Lockart  Rofs  to  fuperintend  that  duty  in  the  Bay ;  and  the  Garrifon 
party  was  augmented  to  upwards  of  a  thoufand  men,  befides  officers. 
The  evening  of  the  14th,  the  Enemy's  fliells  were  very  profufely 
diflributed :  fome  that  did  not  burft  we  examined,  and  on  drawing 
the  fufe,  found  inflammable  matter  mixed  with  the  powder :  thefe 
combuftibles  fet  fire  to  a  wine-houfe  in  the  green-market,  near  the 
Spanifh  church ;  and  before  the  fire  could  be  extinguilhed,  four  or 
five  houfes  were  burnt  to  the  ground.  Detachments  from  the  regi- 
ments and  guards  in  town  were  immediately  ordered  to  quench  the 
flames  ;  but  the  Enemy's  cannonade  became  fo  brifk,  that  great  con- 
fufion  enfued.  From  this  moment,  we  may  date  the  commence- 
ment of  the  irregularities  into  which,  through  refentment  and 
intoxication,  the  foldiers  were  betrayed.  Some  died  of  immediate 
intoxication,  and  feveral  were  with  difficulty  recovered,  by  oils,  and 
tobacco  water,  from  a  dangerous  flate  of  ebriety. 

Though  riot  and  violence  are  mofl  contrary  to  that  fpirit  of 
regular  difcipline  which  fliould  always  prevail  in  military  affairs, 
fomething  may  yet  be  urged  in  extenuation  of  the  condudl  of  the 
troops,  which  has  been  fo  much  the  fubjecfl  of  reprehenfion  amongfl 
the  people  interefled.  The  extreme  difirels,  to  which  the  foldiers 
had  been  reduced  by  the  mercenary  conduft  of  the  huckflers  and 
liquor-dealers,  in  hoarding,  or  rather  concealing  their  flocks,  to 
enhance  the  price  of  what  was  expofed  for  fale,  raifed  amongfl  the 
troops  (when  they  difcovered  the  great  quantities  of  various  articles 
in  the  private  flores)  a  fpirit  of  revenge.  The  firfl  and  fecond  days, 
they  condudied  themfelves  with  great  propriety ;  but  on  the  eve  of 
the  third  day,  their  difcipline  was  overpowered  by  their  inebriation  j 
and  from  that  inflant,  regardlefs  of  punifhment,  or  the  intreaties  of 
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»78i»  their  officers,  they  were  guilty  of  many,  and  great  exceffes.  The 
Enemy's  fhells  foon  forced  open  the  fecret  receffes  of  the  merchants ; 
and  the  foldiers  inftantly  availed  themfelves  of  the  opportunity  to 
feize  upon  the  liquors,  which  they  conveyed  to  haunts  of  their  own. 
Here,  in  parties,  they  barricaded  their  quarters  againfl  all  oppofers, 
and,  infeniible  of  their  danger,  regaled  themfelves  with  the  fpoils. 
Several  fkirmifhes  occurred  amongft  them,  which,  if  not  feafonably 
put  a  flop  to  by  the  interference  of  officers,  might  have  ended  in 
ferious  confequences. 

It  did  not  appear,  through  all  their  intemperance,  that  thefe  irre- 
gularities arofe  from  any  caufe  fo  much  as  a  fpirit  of  revenge  againfl 
the  merchants.  A  great  quantity  of  liquor,  &c.  was  waritonly 
deftroyed  j  and,  in  fome  cafes,  incredible  profufion  prevailed.  Among 
other  inflances  of  caprice  and  extravagance,  I  recoiled:  that  of  roaft- 
ing  a  pig  by  a  fire  made  of  cinnamon.  The  offenders  were  at  firfl 
confined  and  reprimanded,  which  the  Governor  judged  would  have 
a  greater  effed:  than  punifhment ;  but  relapfing  a  fecond  time,  he 
was  convinced  his  lenity  was  difregarded ;  and  he  was  therefore  com- 
pelled to  ufe  more  rigorous  meafures, 

I  HAVE  thought  proper  to  digrefs  a  little  upon  this  fubjeft,  not 
in  juflificatipn  of  the  foldiers,  but  to  acquaint  the  world  with  the 
truth ;  as  fome,.  who  have  related  the  occurrences  of  this  period  to 
their  friends,  have  omitted  doing  the  Garrifon  the  juftice  to  annex 
the  account  of  their  former  hardfhips.  Befides,  had  the  troops  been 
in  the  highefl  degree  abflemious,  the  Enemy's  fire  would  foon  have 
deftroyed  what  was  only  the  fooner  confumed  by  their  extravagance  ; 
for  the  inhabitants  were  too  much  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of.  their 
own  perfons,  to  attend  to  the  fecurity  of  their  efFedls., 

I  FORGOT  to  mention  in  its  place,  that,  previous  to  the  bom- 
bardment, the  fick  in  town  had  received  orders  to  remove  when 
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the  firinff  commenced  :  on  the  13th,  therefore,  the  men  were  con-      1781. 

°  ^  .  April, 

veyed  to  the  Naval  hofpital  at  the  fouthward. 

The  15th,  the  bombardment  was  continued  with  greater  vivacity. 
Not  content  with  difcharging  their  ordnance  regularly,  they  faluted 
us    almoft  every  inflant    with   a   volley   of  eight  or   ten  cannon, 
befides  mortars.     Our  batteries  remained  filent,    and  the  guns  at 
Willis's  were  drawn  behind  the  merlons,   to  fecure  them  againft  the 
Enemy's  fhot.     It  was  obferved,  they  direfted  a  great  number  of 
fhells  towards  the  Working-parade,  and  about  the  Vidlualling-office. 
In  the  morning,  the  gun-boat^  again  attacked  the  fliips  of  war  and 
tranfports ;    and    the   Navy  returned  a  fmart   fire.      About   noon, 
Lieut.  Budworth,  of  the  J2d  regiment,  and  Surgeon  Chefholme,  of 
the  56th,  were  wounded  by  a  fplinter  of  a  fliell   at  the  door  of  a 
northern   cafemate   in  the  King's   baflion.     The  former  was  dan- 
geroufly  fcalped,  and  the  latter  had  one  foot  taken  off,  and  the  other 
leg  broken,  befides  a  wound  in  the  knee.     The  troops  in  town,  in 
the  afternoon  began  to  encamp  at  the  fouthward,  and  to  be  regularly 
diftributed  amongft  the  cafemates  in  town.      The  following  was  the 
arrangement.     To  the  Hanoverians  were  allotted  the  bomb-proofs 
under  the  Grand  battery,  occupied  by  the  picquets,  which  in  con- 
fequence  removed  to  Land-port  gateway,    and   Prince  of   Heffe's 
cafemate.      The  12th,  39th,  and  56th  regiments,  were  ordered  to 
poffefs  Montague's  cafemate  with  the  Galley-houfe,  and  Water-port 
gateway  :   thofe  who  could  not  bs  accommodated  in  thefe  quarters, 
encamped  above  the   South  barracks,    and  .  Navy   hofpital  on  the 
declivity  of  the  hill :   the  yad  regiment  totally  withdrew  into  the 
King's  baftion,  and   the  58th  and  73d  regiments  remained  in   the 
South  barracks  :   the  artillery  and  engineers  were  difpofed  of  on  the 
fame  plan.     Several  days  elapfed  before  the  troops  were  properly 
fettled.     The   ground  on  which  they  encamped,  was   very  fleep 
and  rugged ;  it  was  necelTary  therefore  to  level  it  into  terraces,  for 
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^781,     the  men  to  pitch  their  tents.     The  regimental  ftores  were  alfo  to 
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be  removed,  and  other  duties  of  a  fimilar  nature  executed,  before  the 
troops  could  be  confidered  as  properly  eftablilhed. 

The  gun-boats  attacked  the  fhipping  on  the  i6th,  and  endea- 
voured to  molefl  the  parties  employed  in  landing  the  provillons  : 
but  a  line-of-battle  fliip,  and  tw^o  frigates,  foon  obliged  them  to 
retire.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  the  women  and  children  who  had 
taken  refuge  with  their  huibands  and  friends  in  the  cafemates  in 
town,  were  ordered  to  remove,  and  encamp  at  the  fouthward. 
Though  this  order,  from  motives  of  humanity,  was  not  flridtly 
enforced,  yet  it  greatly  relieved  the  men,  and  in  a  meafure  removed, 
our  apprehenfions  of  fome  infectious  diforder  being  generated  from 
their  crowded  and  confined  fituation.  The  ofhcers  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  participating  with  the  men  in  thefe  unpleafant  accom- 
modations :  their  prefence,  however,  produced  this  beneficial  confe- 
quence,  that  they  often  prevented  the  men  from  indulging  in  thofe 
exceffes,  into  which,  other  wife,  they  undoubtedly  would  have 
entered.  The  fame  day,  the  Queen's-lines,  Main,  New-mole,  and 
Rofia  guards,  were  ordered  to  be  Captain's  guards. 

The  Enemy,  on  the  17th,  firft  reached  the  Rock-gun  with  fliot 
from  the  feven-gun  battery.  Colonels  Rofs,  Green,  and  Pidlon, 
were  appointed  the  fame  day  to  rank  as  Brigadiers ;  and  Captain 
Wilfon  of  the  yad  regiment.  Lieutenant  Holloway  of  the  engineers, 
and  Captain  Pidlon  of  the  12th  regiment,  were  appointed  their 
brigade-majors.  Two  field-ofiicers,  with  a  captain  from  each  regi- 
ment, and  one  fubaltern  for  every  fifty  men,  were  ordered  alfo  to 
fuperintend  the  difembarkation  of  provifions.  In  the  afternoon,  the 
ihells  of  the  befiegers  fet  fire  to  the  ftores  in  the  Spanifh  church. 
Parties  were  inftantly  detached  from  the  main  guard,  yzd  regiment, 
and  other  corps  in  tov/n,  to  remove  the  provifions.  The  Lieutenant- 
Governor 
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Governor  with   his  Aide-de-camps  was  prefent,   encouraging  the      lySr*, 
men  to  perform  this  duty  with  expedition.     The  Enemy's  fire  at 
this  time  was  remarkably  fpirited ;  neverthelefs,  the  greater  part  was 
faved   by  the  activity  of  the  parties.     Many  cafks  of  flour  were 
brought  into  the  King's   ballion,  and  piled  as  temporary   traverfes 
before  the  doors  of  the  fouthern  cafemates,  in  which  feveral  perfons  • 
had  been  killed  and   v/ounded  in  bed.     Thefe  traverfes,  however,  . 
•did  not  continue  long  j   for  the   men,   when  the   fpoils  in  the  town 
became  fcarce,    confidered   thofe  barrels  which  the  Enemy's   fhot 
had  pierced,  as  lawful  prizes.      The  contents  were  foon  fcooped  out 
and  fried  into  pancakes,    a  difli  which   they  were  very  expert  in 
cooking ;  and  the  upper  cailcs,  wanting  fupport  from  below,  gave  • 
way,  and  the  whole  came  to  the  ground.     Though  the  flour  by  this 
means  was  in  a  great  meafure  lofl:  to  Government,  yet  the  number  of 
accidents  which  thefe  traverfes  prevented,  greatly  overbalanced  the 
value  of  the  article.     Traverfes  of  another  nature  were  afterwards  ■ 
eredted  in  their  room. 

The  gun-boats,  on  the  i8th,  fired  again  upon  the  fliipping  and 
men  of  war  cruifing  in  the  Bay.  The  Minerva  and  Monfieur, 
frigates,  had  feveral  men  dangeroufly  \  -funded;  and  the  Nonfuch 
had  a  mafl-  crippled.  The  Navy,  after  .nis  attack,  no  longer  con- 
fidered thefe  boats  in  the  fame  defpicable  light  as  on  their  firlt 
entrance  into  the  Bay.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  a  ihell  fell  through 
the  arch  of  the  galley-houfe,  where  part  of  the  39th,  and  fome  of 
the  1 2th  regiments,  were  quartered  :  it  killed  two,  and  wounded 
four  privates.  In  confequence  of  this  unexpedled  cafualty,  the 
troops  removed  thence,  and  joined  their  regiments  at  the  fouth-  - 
ward. 

Our   batteries,  efpecially  at  Willis's,    by  this  time  exhibited  a 
very  diforderly  and  ruinous  appearance.     The  ordnance  had  been 
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-1781,  withdrawn  when  the  artilleiy  ceafed  to  fire  :  but  the  merlons  were 
•-now  confiderably  damaged,  and  fome  of  the  cannon  difmounted 
and  injured.  The  Lines  were  alfo  nearly  choaked  up  with  loofe 
ilones  and  rubbifh,  brought  down  by  the  fhot  from  the  rock  above ; 
the  traverfes  along  the  line-wall  were  greatly  injured  j  and  the  town, 
.particularly  at  the  northward,  approached  every  day  towards  a  final 
demolition.  The  engineers,  however,  were  ordered  to  prepare 
materials  for  repairing  the  Queen's  battery  at  Willis's ;  and  parties 
•of  workmen  were  employed  in  carrying  up,  from  below,  fand-bags, 
and  other  requifites  for  that  purpofe.  New  traverfes  v/ere  likewife 
begun  along  the  diiferent  communications,  higher,  ftronger,  and  at 
•Ihorter  diftances,  than  the  old  ones. 

The  gun-boats  renewed  their  attack,  the  19th,  on  the  fhipping, 
'but  were  foon  obliged  to  retreat.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  the 
-terrace  .ftore-houfe  was  fet  on  fire.  The  camp -equipage  of  the 
Garrifon  being  in  an  adjacent  houfe,  parties  from  the  regiments  in 
town  were  ordered  to  remove  them  with  the  greatefb  expedition. 
The  men  generally  received  fome  gratuity  from  the  Governor  for 
thefe  hazardous  duties.  The  following  day,  the  fupplies  being 
.landed,  the  Fleet  in  the  evening  prepared  to  return  to  the  weftward. 
Before  they  weighed,  their  good  friends  the  gun-boats  gave  them  a 
.parting  falute,  and  did  fome  damage.  By  fix  o'clock  the  whole 
were  under  way.  Many  merchantmen,  freighted  with  merchandize, 
and  articles  much  wanted  in  the  Garrifon,  returned  with  their 
cargoes  ;  the  merchants  refufing  to  take  them,  on  account  of  the 
bombardment.  Great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  and  officers 
ladies,  likewife  embraced  this  opportunity  of  leaving  the  Garrifon. 

The  impatience  of  the  Britifli  Admiral  to  difembark  the  fupplies, 
that  he  might  not  lofe  the  opportunity  of  the  eafi:erly  wind  to 
return  from  the  Mediterranean,    had  prevented  the  Gari-ifon  fii-om 
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unloading  the  colliers  that  had  arrived  with  the  fleet :  thefe  fhips  \7^}> 
were  therefore  fkuttled  in  the  New  mole,  to  be  difcharged  at  leifure.  o-v*oi 
The  ordnance-tranfports  were  alfo  ordered  within  the  boom  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  In  the  courfe  of  the  20th,  the  Vidtualling-office  was 
on  fire  for  a  fhort  time  ;■  and  at  night,  the  Town  was  on  fire  in  four, 
different  places  j  but  the  public  ftores  being  fafe,  no  attempts  were 
made  to  extinguifh  the  flames. 

The  Enemy's  cannonade  and  bombardment  continued  ftill  very, 
briflc.  The  21  ft,  forty-two  rounds  were  numbered  in  two  minutes, 
between  fix  and  eight  o'clock.  The  Garrifon  flag-ftafl"  on  the- 
Grand  battery  was  fo  much  injured  by  their  fire,  that  the  upper  part 
was  obliged  to  be  cut  oft;  and  the  colours,  or  rather  the  glorious  . 
remains,  v/ere  nailed  to  the  fl:ump.  The  evening  of  the  2 2d,  the 
combuftible  matter  in  their  jfliells  fetting  fire  to  fome  fafcines  at 
Waterport,  Lieut.  Cunningham,  of  the  39th  regiment,  was  wounded 
in  extinguifliing  them.  The  fate  of  this  young  gentleman  may 
be  confidered  as  extraordinary.  On  examining  the  wound,  which 
was  in  the  head,  it  appeared  fo  trifling,  that  the  furgeon  judged 
his  flcull  unhurt ;  and  his  feeming  recovery  confirmed  the  opinion. 
Something  more  than  a  fortnight  elapfed,  when  he  complained  of 
a  pain  in  his  head  :  he  im.mediately  took  to  his  bed,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  expired.  After  his  deceafe,  a  confiderable  frad:ure  was 
difcovered,  with  a  quantity  of  extravafated  blood,  encircling  the 
brain. 

The  gun  and  mortar  boats,  on  the  23d,  fired  upon  our  parties 
ranging  the  provifions  at  the  fouthward.  Two  hundred  and  fixty 
Ihot  and  forty  {hells  were  difcharged,  feveral  of  which  fell  about  the 
camp,  and  powder-magazines.  The  wife  of  a  foldier  of  the  58th 
regiment  was  killed  behind  the  South  barracks,  and  feveral  men 
wounded,..  The  bombardment  from  the  lines  was   now  in  fome  ■ 
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/^rif.  degree  abated,  in  confequence  of  their  batteries  being  fhaken  and 
injured  by  their  own  conftant  cannor  de.  We  obferved,  during 
this  day,  a  number  of  mules,  with  carts,  bringing  materials  to  the 
.lines  to  repair  them.  Our  artillery,  at  night,  annoyed  them  with  a 
few  rounds  from  the  batteries  above  Willis's. 

The  24th,  a  fhell  fell  at  the  door  of  a  cafemate,  under  the  fouth 
:flank  of  the  King's  baftion,  and  wounded  four  men  within  the  bomb- 
-proof. This  cafemate  had  been  appropriated  as  a  magazine  for 
:the  baftion,  and  the  powder  had  only  been  removed  to  the  oppoiite 
.cafemate  a  few  days  previous  to  this  accident.  In  the  afternoon, 
a  foldier  of  the  1 2th  regiment  deferted  from  Land-port  guard ;  in 
..confequence  of  which,  the  town-guards  were  ordered  to  affemble, 
■the  fubfequent  day,  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  The  Enemy,  however, 
aiot  increafing  their  fire  as  was  expedted,  the  guards  afterwards 
..mounted  as  before. 

The  Garrifon-orders  of  the  26th  expreffed,  that  any  foldier, 
'.-convidled  of  being  drunk  or  afleep  upon  his  poft,  or  found  maraud- 
ing, fhould  be  immediately  executed.  Thefe  meafures,  rigorous 
.as  they  may  appear,  were  become  abfolutely  neceffary,  and,  in 
reality,  had  been  too  long  deferred.  The  foldiers  were  now  arrived 
at  fo  high  a  pitch  of  licentioufnefs,  that  no  refpedt  was  paid  to  their 
-officers,  and  fcarcely  obedience  to  them  even  when  on  duty.  Such 
behaviour,  if  not  curbed  in  time,  too  commonly  induces  very  ferious 
confequences.  At  the  fame  time  that  this  order  was  iffued,  the 
•.regiments  quartered  at  the  fouthward  were  commanded,  in  caie  of 
alarm,  to  alfemble,  in  two  lines,  on  the  Red  fands,  the  Britifh  in 
front,  and  the  Hanoverian  brigade  in  the  rear.  The  troops  in 
town  had  their  ftations  likewife  allotted  them. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  a  convoy  of  twenty  vidluallers,  under 
.charge  of  four  frigates  and  the  Fortune  floop,    arrived  in  thirteen 
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days  from  Minorca.  It  now  appeared  that  the  Governor  did  not 
entirely  depend  on  receivi  .g  fuccours  from  England,  but  thought 
it  prudent  to  obtain  fupplies  from  other  quarters,  left  any  accident 
fliould  prevent  the  Britilh  fleet  arriving  in  time  to  his  relief.  Thus 
determined  to  provide  againft  fortuitous  events,  he  had  fecretly 
ordered  provilions  to  be  purchafed  from  the  prizes  taken  aloft,  and 
Ihipped  on  board  veflels  that  were  hired  for  that  purpofe.  Captain 
Curtis,  of  the  Brilliant  frigate,  had  the  charge  of  this  valuable 
Convoy,  and  the  fuccefs  attending  the  enterprife  demonftrates  with 
what  fecrecy  it  had  been  condufted.  They  v/ere  ignorant  of  Admiral 
Darby  having  been  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  were  agreeably  fur- 
prifed  to  find  from  the  Enemy  no  oppofition  to  their  entrance. 

The  provifions  thrown  in  by  the  Britiih  Admiral  were  not  yet 
Ilored  ;  nor  had  they  any  further  protedion  againft  the  weather,  than 
a  covering  of  canvas,  formed  from  the  fiils  of  the  colliers  that  were 
run  afliore  in  the  New  mole.  Under  thefe  unavoidable  circum- 
ftances,  it  was  peculiarly  unfortunate,  that  the  rains  at  this  period 
lliould  be  unufually  heavy,  and  of  long  continuance.  The  troops 
alfo  were  very  material  fuiFerers  from  this  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  The  rain,  that  poured  down  in  torrents  from  the  face 
of  the  hill,  foon  broke  down  the  loofe  banks  of  earth  raifed  to 
cover  their  tents,  which,  being  pitched  on  the  declivity  of  the 
hill,  were  fwept  away  by  the  force  of  the  ftream  ;  and  thus  the 
fatigued  foldier,  who  fcarcely  was  one  night  out  of  three  in  bed,  was 
frequently  expofed,  at  midnight,  to  a  deluge  of  rain.  Thefe  misfor- 
tunes, however,  taught  them  to  provide  againft  fuch  future  acci- 
dents ;  and  in  a  few  months,  after  fome  labour  and  attention,  their 
quarters  were  more  comfortable  and  fecure. 

The  remainder  of  the  month  was  remarkable  for  exceffive  rains, 
attended  with  moft  dreadful  thunder  and  lightning,  which,  during 

X  the 


April. 


154  HISTORY    OF    THE    LATE 

-tyB}'     the  night,  in  addition  to  the  fire  from  the  Enemy,  had  an  awful 

April.  •' 

t-.-^r^  and  tremendous  eife6t.  The  bombardment  continued  warm  and 
well  fupportedj  but  the  Enemy  did  not  appear  to  have  any  par- 
ticular object:.  In  the  early  part  of  the  day,  they  in  general  fired 
pretty  fmartly  :  about  noon  their  batteries  flackened,  and  from 
twelve  till  two  o'clock  almofl  totally  ceafed  :  after  two  they  recom- 
menced, and  perfevered  till  the  fucceeding  meridian.  During  the 
night  they  diredled  their  fire  principally  to  the  heights  and  lines,  as 
probably  they  had  information,  by  the  laft  deferter,  that  we  employed, 
every  night,  parties  to  clear  and  repair  thofe  works . 

The  morning  of  the  30th,  we  difcovered  the  gun  and  mortar 
boats  approaching  the  Garrifon  :  they  took  their  ftations  off  the 
town,  to  avoid  the  fire  from  the  frigates,  and  varied  very  little  from 
their  former  attacks.  Five  fhot  landed  on  Windmill-hill,  which 
was  efteemed  a  remarkable  long  range.  We  returned  a  brilk  and 
well-direfted  fire^  and  they  retired.  It  was  remarked  that  the 
land-batteries  were  in  a  meafure  filent  during  their  flay.  In  the 
evening,  an  Hanoverian,  with  fome  others,  was  detedted  marauding 
in  a  ftore  :  the  party  was  given  in  charge  to  a  fentry,  but  the  former 
attempted  to  efcape  :  the  fentry  called  to  him  to  flop,  otherwife  he 
would  fire  ;  which  he  not  complying  with,  the  fentry  fliot  him  dead 
on  the  fpot.  A  general  return  of  cafualties,  &c.  for  every  month, 
is  inferted  at  the  conclufion. 

May.  Early  on  the  2d  of  May,  two  fettees  arrived  from  Algiers,  laden 

vv'ith  ilieep,  wine,  and  brandy.  The  Enemy  now  feemed  to  have 
given  up  the  idea  of  blockading  us  to  a  furrender.  No  cruifers 
-  had  been  obferved  out  fince  the  departure  of  Admiral  Darby.  In 
the  evening  a  fhell  from  the  Garrifon  fell  upon  the  eaflern  traverfe, 
in  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  under  which  was  their  magazine,  and, 
communicating  with   the   powder,    blew   it  up.      The   explofion 

was 
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was  not  loud;  but  the  damage  was  fo  very  confiderable,  that  the  1^781, 
ordnance  were  lilent  for  feveral  days.  Our  artillery  annoyed  the 
Enemy  greatly  during  their  confufion,  though  they  kept  up  a  brifk 
difcharge  from  the  lines,  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  rounds 
an  hour.  The  day  following,  Lieut.  Willington,  of  the  artilleiy,  was 
wounded  at  Willis's.  The  5th,  a  foldier  of  the  58th  regiment  was 
executed  on  the  Grand  parade,  at  the  door  of  the  flrore  where  he  was 
deteded  plundering.  His  body  hung  till  fun-fet,  as  an  example  to 
other  offenders. 

The  Enemy's  cannonade  and  bombardment  continued  to  be  wide 
and  fcattered,  apparently  having  no  particular  objedl.  Shells  were 
yet  laviflily  expended ;  and,  what  was  very  finglar,  many  of  thofe 
which  fell  blind,  contained,  on  examination,  a  vaft  quantity  of  fand 
mixed  with  the  powder.  We  could  not  otherwife  account  for  this 
unufual  circumftance,  than  by  fuppofing  the  powder  was  ftolen  by 
their  people  in  the  laboratories.  Other  fhells  ftill  diifufed,  on 
their  explofion,  combuftible  matter,  which,  fetting  fire  to  the  loofe 
timber  and  wood  difperfed  amongil  the  ruins  of  the  town,  greatly 
endangered  the  King's  flores  and  magazines.  This  induced  the 
Governoi-,  on  the  6th,  to  publifh  a  placart,  fignifying  to  the  inha- 
bitants, that  fuch  materials,  of  this  nature,  as  were  not  removed  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  Enemy's  fire,  would  be  converted  to  the  King's 
ufe.  The  morning  of  the  7th,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  fired  upon 
the  Town  and  the  New  mole  :  they  flayed  about  an  hour,  and  then 
retired.  We  returned  upwards  of  four  hundred  rounds  with  great 
vivacity  j  which  greatly  difpleafed  the  Governor  :  f*  There  would 
"  be  no  end,"  he  faid,  "  of  expending  ammunition,  if  we  fired  every 
"  time  they  came,  and  while  they  were  at  fo  great  a  diftance  :  in 
"  future,"  he  ordered,  "  no  notice  to  be  taken  of  the  gun-boats, 
"  unlefs  they  approached  within  the  difiance  of  grape."  The  8th, 
Captain  Fowlis,  of  the  73d,  was  wounded  in  the  lines. 

X  2  The 
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M^''  The  Enemy's  fire  was  now  more  regular:  we  no  longer  expe- 

rienced the  fudden  fits  that  had  induced  them  to  difcharge  a  whole 
battery  at  a  volley  :  it  amounted,  about  this  time,  upon  an  average, 
to  fifteen  hundred  rounds  in  the  twenty-fiaur  hours.  The  9th, 
Lieut.  Lowe,  of  the  12th  regiment,  a  fuperintendant  of  the  work- 
ing-parties, loft  his  leg  by  a  fhot,  on  the  flope  of  the  hill  under 
the  Caftle.  He  faw  the  fhot  before  the  fatal  effedt,  but  was  fafcinated 
to  the  fpot.  This  fudden  arreft  of  the  faculties  was  not  uncommon  : 
feveral  inftances  occurred  to  my  own  obfervation,  where  men, 
totally  free,  have  had  their  fenfes  fo  engaged  by  a  fhell  in  its  defcent, 
that,  though  fenfible  of  their  danger,  even  fo  far  as  to  cry  for 
affiflance,  they  have  been  immediately  fixed  to  the  place.  But  what 
is  more  remarkable,  thefe  men  have  fo  inftantaneoufly  recovered 
themfelves  on  its  fall  to  the  ground,  as  to  remove  to  a  place  of  fafety 
before  the  fhell  burft.  The  gun  and  mortar  boats  repeated  their 
vifit  on  the  i  ith,  but  fired  from  fo  refpeftfula  diftance,  that  fcarcely 
a  fliot  came  afliore.  Our  batteries  were  manned  ;  neverthelefs,  not 
a  gun  was  returned.  Lieutenant  Thornton,  of  the  12th  regiment, 
was  wounded  the  fame  day  with  fplinters  of  flones,  thrown  up  by 
a  fhot  which  grazed  betwixt  his  legs. 

The  buildings  in  town,  at  this  time,  exhibited  a  mofi:  dreadful 
picture  of  the  eifefts  of  fo  animated  a  bombardment.  Scarce  a 
houfe,  north  of  the  Grand  parade,  was  tenantable  j  all  of  them  were 
deferred .  Some  few,  near  South  port,  continued  to  be  inhabited 
by  foldiers  families  ;  but,  in  general,  the  floors  and  roofs  were 
deflroyed,  and  the  bare  Ihell  only  was  left  ftanding.  The  Governor 
and  Lieutenant-Governor,  however,  maintained  their  quarters,  having 
parties  conftantly  employed  in  repairing  the  damage.  Both  had 
bomb-proofs  j  and  the  former  afterwards  had  a  large  tent,  pitched 
on  a  rifing  fituation  fouth  of  the  Red  fiinds,  where,  with  his  fuite, 
^e  generally  remained  during  the  day,  returning  at  night  to  town  j 

but 
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but  the  Lieutenant-Governor  conftantly  refided  in  town,   having     ^^781 
accommodations  in  the  King's  baftion. 

The  evening  of  the  12th,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  fired  upon- 
the  Garrifon  from  off  the  Old  mole,  feconded  by  a  very  warm  fire, 
from  their  land-batteries.  Several  (hells  from  the  former  ranged  as. 
high  as  the  Signal-houfe,  and  fome  fell  over  the  rock.  Theyi 
difcharged  a  hundred  and  eighty  fhot  and  forty-fix  (hells,  and  then 
retired,  throwing  up  the  ufual  fignal  of  a  rocket  from  each  boat.- 
Though  our  batteries  were  manned,  the  Garrifon  remained  filent. 
About  the  13th,  and  for  a  few  fucceeding  diys,  the  Enemy's  (hells 
were  directed  for  an  unufual  long  range.  One  fell  on  the  forecaftle  of 
a  collier  in  the  New  mole,  and  pierced  both  decks,  but  did  not  burft.. 
Two  fell  amongfi:  the  provifions  on  the  New-mole  parade,  and 
another  in  the  middle  yard  of  the  South  barracks  :  a  fplinter  of 
the  latter  flew  to  the  Navy-hofpital.  The  14th,  a  (liell  fell  into: 
the  Small  armoury,  near  South  port,  but  fortunately  did  little 
injury.  The  17th,  the  Jews  fynagogue  and  other  buildings  were, 
burnt  down.  The  following  day,  a  (hell  from  our  upper  batteries- 
blew  up  the  Guard-room  in  the  place  Sarnies  of  Fort  Barbara.  Our 
engineers  were  at  this  time  employed  every  night  in  clearing  the. 
works,  filling  up  (hell-holes,  and  repairing  the  glacis  and  traverfes 
at  Water  port.  The  Enemy's  fire  feldom  exceeded  a  thoufand. 
rounds  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four  hours  :  their  batteries  were, 
much  (haken  with  the  firing,  and  parties  were  conftantly  bringing, 
fupplies  of  ammunition  to  the  lines,  and  dilfcrent  materials  for  the. 
repair  of  their  works. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  the  navy,  on  the  1 9th,  to  cut  off  a  polacre. 
becalmed  near  Europa point;  but,  a  breeze fpringing  up,  (he  efcaped.. 
The  gun-boats  foon  after  came  out,  apparently  with  an  intention 

of. 
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of  avenging  this  affront ;  but,  the  wind  frefhening,  they  returned. 
The  cannonade  from  the  Enemy  was  now  principally  diredled  at 
our  upper  batteries.  The  rock-gun,  mounted  on  the  fummitof  the 
northern  front,  was  become  as  warm,  if  not  v/armer  than  any  other 
battery ;  and  fcarcely  a  day  paiTed  without  fome  cafualties  at  that 
poft.  The  gun  and  mortar  boats,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th, 
repeated  their  attack  on  the  Garrifon  and  fliipping.  They  were 
arranged  in  two  diviiions,  thofe  to  the  northward  diredling  their  fire 
towards  the  King's  baftion  and  South  port,  but  mod;  of  their  fhells 
broke  on  the  face  of  the  rock  ;  whilfl  the  fouthward  divifion 
annoyed  the  {hipping  and  camp.  Their  ufual  fignal  for  retiring  was 
made  about  a  quarter  pafl  three  o'clock.  On  this  occafion  we 
returned  a  few  ihots  from  the  town-batteries. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  bombardment,  the  out-guards  of 
Bay-fide  and  Lower  Forbes's  had  been  withdrawn  from  thofe  barriers, 
and  an  officer's  guard  ftationed  eveiy  night  in  the  Fleche,  a  work 
erefted  near  the  Inundation  at  the  foot  of  Land-port  glacis.  On 
the  morning  of  the  21  ft,  the  fentries  at  this  poft  obferved  a  man 
advancing,  with  great  circumfpedion,  along  the  caufeway :  inftead 
of  anfwering  when  challenged,  he  immediately  dropped.  Lieut. 
Wetham,  of  the  58th  regiment,  the  officer  on  duty,  fufpeding  he 
came  to  reconnoitre,  inftantly,  with  the  ferjeant,  went  out  to  feize 
him;  but  the  man  rifmg,  he  purfued,  and  was  within  a  very  fhort 
diftance  of  fecuring  him,  when  he  fell  into  a  fhell-hole  near 
Bay-fide,  and  the  man  efcaped.  It  was  imagined  that  curiofity  had 
prompted  him  to  make  trial  of  the  alertnefs  of  our  fentries.  His 
hat,  which  fell  off"  in  his  retreat,  his  firelock  with  bayonet,  and 
pouch  filled  with  twenty-nine  rounds  of  ammunition,  were  hung  on 
the  palifades  of  the  barrier,  and  were  afterwards  brought  in. 

Early 
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Early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  a  fplinter  of  a  fhell,  which  17S1 
fell  and  burfl:  on  the  Church-battery,  ranged  upwards  of  two  hun-  ^^ 
dred  yards,  and  cutting  the  apron  of  the  morning-gun  on  the  South 
baftion,  fired  it  off.  This  fingular  circumflance,  happening  fome 
hours  before  day-break,  not  a  little  furprifed  thofe  who  heard  the 
report,  and  were  ignorant  of  the  caufe.  Our  fire  was  now  increafed 
to  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  rounds  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  the 
Enemy's  parties  being  repairing  the  lines  of  approach.  Their  can- 
nonade, on  the  contrary,  was  reduced,  upon  an  average,  to  near  fix. 
hundred  and  fifty  rounds. 

The  night  of  the  23d,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  renewed  their 
attack  upon  the  camp,  which,  in  its  confequences,  was  more  dread- 
ful than  any  we  had  hitherto  experienced.      The  fi.lence  obferved 
by  the  Garrifon  during   their  preceding  viiits,    emboldened  them, 
on  this  occafion,  to  advance  fo  near,    that  we  could  diftincftly  hear 
their  officers  give  orders  to  the  men,  who  frequently  cried  out  to 
us,    in   Spanifh,    to    "   take  care."     During  the    firft  and  fecond 
rounds,  the  fliells  fell  over  Windmill-hill  into  the  fea ;    but  this 
miftake  they  foon  redlified,  and  the  attack  became  exceffively  fmart. 
Two  Ihells  fell  within  the  Hofpital-wall,  and  a  fliot  pafied  through 
the  roof  of  one   of  the   pavilions.       A   fhell   fell   in   a   houfe   in 
Hardy-town,  and  killed  Mr.  Ifrael,    a  very  refpedable  Jew,    with 
Mrs.  Tourale,  a  female  relation,  and  his  clerk.     Another,  from  the 
St.  Carlos's  battery,  fell  into  a  houfe  near  South  fhed,  in  which  were 
fifteen  or  fixteen  perfons  :   the  lliell  burfi: ;  but  all  efcaped,  except  a 
child,  whofe  mother  had  experienced  a  fimilar  fate  fome  time  before. 
A  foldier  of  the  73d  regiment  was  killed  in  his  bed  by  a  fliot  ^  and  a 
Jew  butcher  was  equally  unfortunate.     In  all,    feven  were  killed, 
and  twelve  or  thirteen  wounded.     A  fplinter  of  the  Ihell  which  was 
fo  fatal  amongfi;  Mr.  Ifrael's  family,  is  now  exhibited,  as  a  curiofity 
worthy  of  notice,  in  Sir  Afhton  Lever's  valuable  mufeum,  where  this 

affedlin? 
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»78i.     afFeftino;  ftorv  is  alfo  related.    The  filence  of  the  Garrifon,  when  the 

May,  °  ■' 

w--v^  deftrudtive  effctfls  of  this  attack  were  publicly  known,  caufed  great 
fecret  difcontent  amongft  the  foldiers ;  and  fach  reprefentations  were 
made  to  the  Governor,  that  he  ordered  the  artillery  to  return  their 
fire  when  they  repeated  their  vilit. 

The  evening  of  the  27th,  the  engineers,  with  a  firrong  party, 
repaired  the  Queen's  battery,  (Willis's.)  The  new  merlons  were 
raifed  v/ith  fand-bags  on  the  bafe  of  the  old  ones,  and  the  v/holc  was 
completed  before  morning  gun-fire.  The  following  day,  a  fquadron 
of  Ruffian  men  of  war  paffed  through  the  Straits  to  the  weft. 
■Whilft  they  remained  in  light,  the  Enemy  increafed  their  nre  upon 
the  Garrifon.  The  fame  day  arrived  the  General  Murray  privateer 
and  a  polacre  from  Minorca,  with  wine,  brandy,  lemons,  an  i  fait ; 
and  in  the  evening,  the  Enterprife  frigate,  with  feventeen  ordnance- 
fhips  and  tranfports,  failed  for  England.  The  Enemy  difeovered 
them  before  they  quitted  the  Bay,  and  repeated  their  fignals  towards 
Cadiz.  The  Garrifon  flag-ftaff,  on  the  Grand  battery,  was  "now 
fo  mutilated,  and  the  flag  fo  much  torn  by  the  Enemy's  Ihot,  that 
it  became  necefTary  to  eredt  a  new  one,  which  was  done  the  night  of 
the  28th  ;  and  it  ferved  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Enemy  in  the 
fucceeding  day's  firing. 

The  morning  of  the  29th,  two  Britifli  frigates,  the  Flora  and 
Crefcent,  which  had  conveyed  the  Minorca  ordnance  -  fhips  to 
Mahon,  appeared  from  the  eaft.  Captain  Peere  Williams,  in  the 
former,  ftood  towards  the  Bay,  and  being  informed  by  Captain 
Curtis,  that  the  Enterprife  had  failed  the  preceding  evening,  put 
about,  and  followed  his  confort,  the  Crefcent,  which  was  then 
chafing  two  veiTels,  apparently  Dutchmen,  under  the  Barbary  fhore : 
and  foon  after  they  difappeared,  we  heard  a  cannonade  to  the  weft ; 

which 
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which  moft  likely  proceeded  from  the  enfuing  engagement,  as  we  178 '> 
afterwards  learned  that  the  fhips  chafed  were  Dutch  frigates.*  At  s^^v^w 
noon  the  fame  day,  two  artificers  were  executed  at  the  White 
Convent  in  Irifh  Town  for  marauding  ;  and  the  following  day,  one 
of  the  58th  fuffered  for  the  fame  offence.  The  31  ft,  in  the 
evening,  a  Ihip  under  Ragufan  colours,  attempting  to  get  round 
Europa  Point  to  proceed  to  Algeziras,  was  driven  under  our,  guns, 
and  obliged  to  come  in.  She  was  laden  with  wheat  and  barley, 
bound  from  Barcelona  to  Cadiz  ;  and  her  cargo  was  condemned 
as  a  lawful  prize. 

The  Enemy's  bombardment  was  confiderably  abated  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  month.  Their  objedls  for  fome  time  were  the  upper 
batteries,  and  particularly  the  Royal  battery,  whence  they  were 
greatly  incommoded.  They  often  attempted  to  reach  Land  port 
and  the  lines  with  grape  from  the  advanced  mortars ;  but  it  feldom 
xanged  farther  than  the  Inundation.  Our  engineers,  notwithftanding 
their  fire,  continued  making  fuch  repairs  as  their  cannonade  rendered 
neceflary. 

About  two  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  ift  of  June,  the  june, 
gun  and  mortar  boats  faluted  us  as  ufual,  and  wounded  three  or 
four  men  :  they  were  in  three  divifions.  We  returned  the  fire 
from  different  batteries  between  King's  baftion  and  Buena-Vifta. 
During  this  attack,  an  incident  liappened,  which  I  will  beg  leave 
to  infert.  A  foldier,  rambling  about  the  town,  accidentally  found, 
in  the  ruins  of  a  houfe,  feveral  watches  and  other  articles  of  value, 
which  he  immediately  made  prize  of;  but  how  to  fecrete  them 
afterwards,    was   a  fubjed  that  required  the  utmofl  reach  of  his 

^  invention. 

*  Captain  Wiliiaras,  in  this  aflion,  took  his  opponent ;  but  the  Crefcent,  from  fome  unfor- 
tunate accidents,  was  compelled  to  furrender  to  her  adverfary.  The  Crefcent  was  however 
retaken  by  the  Flora  ;  but  being  greatly  damaged,  both  (he  and  the  Flora's  prize  afterwards 
fell  a  prey  to  fome  French  cruifers, 
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1781,     invention.      He  was   fenfiblc   he   could   not  fecure   them   in   his. 
quarters,    as  every  foldier  of  his  regiment  was  examined  on  his - 
return  from  duty   to  his-  bomb-proof.      He   refolved,    therefore, 
on  a  fingular  expedient.     Taking  out  the  wad   which  ferved  as  a 
tompion  to  a  gun  on  the  King's  baftion,  he  lodged  his  prize,  which 
was  tied  in  his  handkerchief,   as  far  as  he  could  reach  within  the 
gun,  and  put  the  wad  in  its  former  place.     In  times  of  peace,    he 
Gould  not  have.devifed  a  better  repolitory j    but  unfortunately  the 
gun-boats  coming  the  fame  evening,    (whilft  he  was  fail  afleep  in 
his  cafemate,  not  apprehending  any  danger  to  his  fecreted  treafure) 
this  richly-loaded  gun  was  one  of  the  firft  that  was  difcharged  at 
the  Enemy,  and  the  foundation  of  his  future  greatnefs  was  difperfed . 
in  an  inftant. 

The  Enemy's  cannonade,  in  the  beginning  of  June,  decreafed.  to 
about  five  hundred  rounds  in  the  twenty-four  hours  :  the  King's, 
or  Black  battery,  (as  it  was  called  by  the  Garrifon,)  withothe  two 
fourteen-gun  batteries  in  their  lines,  were  now  filent. 

The  morning  of  the  3d,  the  gun- boats  repeated  their  vifit  about 
the  fame  time  as  before.  In  this  attack  two  ferjeants,  of  the  12th 
and  58th.  regiments,  were  killed,  and  two  privates  wounded  :  many 
fhells  fell  among  the  tents  of  the  different  regiments,  and  two  fliot 
in  the  hofpital-yard.  A  corporal,  going  with  the  relief  at  Land 
port,  had  the  muzzle  of  his  firelock  clofed,  and  the  barrel  twifted 
like  a  french-horn,  by  a  fhell,  without  injury  to  his  perfon.  We 
returned  the  fire  from  the  town-batteries,  hoping  by  that  means 
to  engage  their  attention  from  our  camp.  The  4th,  the  Governor 
commemorated  the  anniverfary  of  His  Majefly's  birth-day,  by  a 
falute  at  noon  of  twenty-three  cannon,  and  forty-three  mortars, 
being  the  number  of  ordnance  that  bore  on  the  St.  Carlos's  battery. 
The  fire  began  at  the  Rock-mortar,   feconded.  by  the  Old  mole, 
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and  fo  on  from  right  to  left  till  the  whole  were  difcharged :   the     1781, 
Enemy,  indulging  themfelves  as  ufual  with  2.Jiejla,  did  not  imme- 
diately return  our  fire ;  but  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,    they  had 
made  the  town  pretty  warm,  and  fired  twice  or  thrice  through  the 
royal  ftandard. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  4th,  a  Tartan  was  taken  coming  in  from 
the  eaft  :  the  crew,  however,  efcaped  to  the  Garrifon  in  their  boat. 
A  Spanifli  fquadron  of  two  line-of-battle  fhips,  three  xebeques,  and 
two  bomb-ketches,  alfo  arrived  the  fame  day  at  Algeziras,  from 
aloft.  With  this  reinforcement,  their  naval  force  before  Gibraltar 
amounted  to  two  fhips  of  the  line,  five  xebeques,  two  ketches, 
feveral  half-gallies  and  armed  vefTels,  with  fifteen  or  fixteen  gun 
and  mortar  boats.  Thefe  latter  were  become  fo  adlive,  that  we 
could  never  promife  ourfelves  a  night's  repofe  without  being  diflurbed 
by  a  cannonade ;  and  their  attacks  were  more  vexatious  from  the 
impoffiblity  of  being  able  to  retaliate,  becaufe  they  prefented  to  us  fb 
minute  an  objedt.  Whenever  the  alarm  was  given  of  their  approach, 
which  was  generally  a  little  after  midnight,  the  fouthern  part  of 
the  rock  was  in  immediate  commotion.  Their  effedls  had  been 
found  fo  deftrudive,  that  all  were  upon  the  look-out :  the  troops 
were  ordered  from  their  tents,  to  places  where  they  were  covered 
from  the  fliot ;  but  the  fliells  were  direcfted  into  the  mofl  fequeftered 
Tecefles.  Such  was  the  terror  of  the  miferable  inhabitants,  that 
many  of  them  fled  nearly  naked  to  the  remote  parts  of  the  rock  ; 
and  even  here  they  could  fcarcely  deem  themfelves  fecure :  in 
fhort,  no  fcene  could  be  more  deplorable  than  their  diftrefs  on 
thefe  occafions. 

The  Enemy's  bombardment  from  the  land  was  ftill  continued 
with  little  variation :  they  appeared  indeed  to  have  no  other  object 
tlian  the  expenditure  of  ammunition.     In  their  camp,  large  parties 
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17S1,  ■were  conftantly  bringing  brufo-wood  for  fafcines  from  the  country^ 
and  others  were  employed  in  difembarking  Hores,  from  fmall  velTels 
which  were  daily  arriving  from  all  quarters. 

The  9th,  we  were  alarmed  with  the  blowing-up  .of  one  of  ths 
Enemy's  magazines,  fituated  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Catalonian 
camp  to  the  weft  of  the  Queen  of  Spain's  chair.  The  different 
explofions  that  fucceeded  the  firft,  refembled  a  continual  roll  of 
fire,  like  repeated  voUies  of  mufquetry ;  from  which  circumftanee 
we  conjectured,  that  it  was  their  I'epofitory  for  live  fliells,  and 
fixed  ammunition.  Their  drums  immediately  beat  to  arms  ;  and 
the  v/hole  army,  confifting  of  thirteen  battalions  befides  cavalry, 
affembled  in  front  of  the  camp.  Parties  were  inftantly  detached 5 
but  the  fplinters  of  the  ihells  kept  them  for  fome  time  at  a  con-r 
liderable  diftance.  The  Ihells  however  at  length  ceafed  to  difplcde  : 
they  advanced,  and  removed  powder,  &c.  from  a  neighbouring 
magazine,  to  a  place  fouthward  of  the  fire;  where  meeting  after^ 
wards  in  great  numbers,  our  artillery  endeavoured  to  reach  them 
with  a  large  fliell  from  Willis's  ;  but  the  diftance  was  beyond  the 
range  of  a  fea-mortar.  From  the  long  continuance  and  faccefiive 
loud  reportSj  it  was  thought  they  muft  have  fuftained  great  lofsi 
not  only  of  amrhunition,  but  of .  men  i  as  the  fplinters  were  feen, 
with  glaffes,  to  raage  much  farther  than  the  fpot  where  the 
detachment  firft  affembled  :  and  remarkable  economy  was  after i^ 
wards  obferved  in  the  article  of  fhells.. 

The  following  day,  a.line-of-battle  ftiip,  proceeding  from  Point 
Mala  to  the  eaftward,  was  fired  upon  from  the  Garrifon,  and 
obliged  to  put  about  and  anchor  at  Algeziras.  A  flag  of  truce. 
came  the  day  after  to  the  New  mole,  to  know  the  caufe  of  our 
firing  upon  her,  being  a  Neapolitan  man  of  war.  The  Governor 
anfwered,  thatth.e  firft  fhot  v/as  to  bring  her  to;   which  fhe  not 
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obeying,  every  fucceeding  one  was  fired  to  fink  her.  The  night  of  lySr 
the  1 1  th,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  according  to  cuftom,  bombarded 
the  camp,  killed  a  child,  and  wounded  a  woman.  They  retired  much 
fooner  than  ufiaal ;  which  we  attributed  to  their  having  received 
fome  damage,  as  our  grape  was  heard  to  fi:rike  them.  We  returned 
ninety-fix  rounds  of  various  kinds.  Their  land-batteries,  during 
the  attack,  dired:ed  their  fire  principally  towards  the  King's  baftion, 
and  along  the  line-wall  in  town,  whence,  they  obferved,  we  for 
fome  time  paft  generally  fired  when  they  came  over.  The  14th, 
being  the  anniverfary  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  the  fefi;ival  was  noticed  by 
the  Enemy's  {hipping  with  the  ufual  flags  of  decoration,  and  the 
cuftomary  falutes  :  repeated  vollies  were  likewife  difcharged  from 
the  lines ;  which,  being  unexpedled  on  our  fide,,  killed  and  wounded 
feveral. 

Though  their  bombardment  in  general,  at  this  period,  fcar-cely 
exceeded  450  rounds  in  twenty-four  hours,  yet  the  batteries  at  Wil- 
lis's, notwithfi:anding  the  recent  repairs,  were  again  greatly  damaged. 
The  Enemy's  fliot,  though  fired  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  frequently- 
pierced  {even  folid  feet  of  fand-bag  work.  To  obviate  this,  firong 
wooden  frames,  called  ca///bus,  were  conflrudled  of  the  fame  dimen- 
fions  as  the  merlons ;  which,  when,  well  rammed  with  clay,  and 
covered  in  front  and  on  the  top  with  junk  cut  in  lengths  for  the 
purpofe,  were  expedted  to  refift  better  than  the  temporary  repairs 
that  had  been  done  during  the  feverity  of  the  Enemy's  fire.  The 
Enemy  alfo  adopted  the  fame  mode  in  capping  the  merlons  of  Fort 
St.  Barbara. 

A  FLAG  of  truce,  on  the  15  th,  informed  us  that  two  fliips  hiid 
been  captured  leaving'  the  Garrifon,  and  that  the  prifoners  were 
ready  to  be  fent  in.  The  Fortune  Hoop,  in  confequence,  the  next 
day,  brought  over  141  Englifii  and  Jews>  men,,  women,  and  chilr 
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1781.  dren.  It  was  remarked,  that  the  Enemy  the  preceding  day  con- 
tinued their  bombardment  during  the  flag  of  truce;  but  a  ftridt 
ceflation  was  obferved  this  day,  owing,  as  we  imagined,  to  fome 
reprefentations.  We  obferved,  on  the  20th,  a  new  camp  of  112 
tents  in  the  rear -of  Barcelo's  battery,  north  of  Algeziras.  The  day 
following,  Montague's  baftion  was  opened  on  the  Enemy,  as  parties 
were:repairing  the  St.  Carlos's  battery. 

The  bombardment  now  decreafed  daily.  The  fire  of  the  Enemy 
was  chiefly  diredled  to  our  upper  batteries,  for  the  town  was  almoft 
a  heap  of  ruins  :  they  fometimes  threw  a  long-ranger ;  but  thefe 
fhells  feldom  did  any  injury.  The  night  of  the  24th,  the  gun- 
boats fired  upon  the  camp,  but  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  little 
damage  was  received,  though  they  expended  four  hundred  fliot,  and 
feventy  fhells.  We  returned  eighty-eight  rounds,  principally  fmall 
fhells,  whofe  fufes  were  fo  accurately  cut,  as  to  break  jufl  over  the 
boats.  The  27th,  we  obferved  another  encampment  (capable  of 
quartering  two  battalions)  at  the  Tower  between  the  river  Palmones 
and  Algeziras.  Many  were  of  opinion  that  this  camp,  with  that  at 
Barcelo's  battery,  was  occupied  by  militia.  The  gun  and  mortar 
boats  again  bombarded  our  camp  about  midnight  for  two  hours  : 
they  then  made  their  ufual  fignal,  and,  as  we  imagined,  were  gone 
back ;  but  foon  after,  they  returned,  and  re-commenced  a  brifker  fire 
than  before ;  killed  and  wounded  twelve  or  fourteen,  the  greateil: 
number  of  which  were  of  the  39th  regiment.  This  was  the  mofl 
important  lofs  which  our  troops  had  yet  experienced  from  the  gun- 
boats ;  but  we  concluded  ourfelves  in  fome  degree  fortunate  in  not 
fuffering  more  confiderably ;  as  moil  of  the  regiments,  imagining  the 
bombardment  over  for  the  night,  were  in  bed  when  they  returned. 

The  difagreeable  and  frequent  repetition  of  thefe  attacks 
prompted  the  Governor  to  adopt,    if  poflibkj    fome  expedients  to 
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annoy  their  camp  in  return.  The  diftance  was  conceived  to  be  within  J78f 
the  range  of  ihells  from  the  Old-mole  head  :  accordingly  a  thirteen- 
inch  fea-mortar  was  removed  to  the  extremity  j  and  fix  cannon, 
five  thirty-two-pounders,  and  one  eighteen-pounder,  were  at  the 
iame  time  funk  in  the  fand  behind  the  Old  mole,  and  then  fecured 
with  timber,  &c.  at  different  degrees  of  elevation.  Thefe  arrange- 
ments had  been  for  fome  time  in  agitation ;  and  being  now  com- 
pleted, he  determined  to  make  the  experiment.  About  ten  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  of  the  28th,  fix  rounds  were  difcharged  from 
each:  three  of  the  fhells  burfl  in  the  Enemy's  camp,  and  one 
over  it.  The  other  two  difploded  in  their  pafTage :  all  the  fhot 
went  home.  A  battalion  of  Spanifli  guards,  happening  to  be  under 
arms,  were  greatly  alarmed,  and  difperfed  three  different  times : 
at  length  they  were  afTembled,  and  marched  off  towards  the  left. 
This  being  only  intended  as  an  experiment,  the  artillery  foon  ceafed 
firing  3  but  it  is  fcarcely  pofiible  to  exprefs  the  general  fatisfaftion 
which  this  fuccefs  diffufed  through  the  Garrifon.  The  mortar  was 
loaded  with  from  jolb,  to  aSilb.  of  powder  at  the  ufual  elevation; 
the  thirty-two-pounder  with  14,  and  the  eighteen  v/ith  9  lb.  of 
powder;  the  latter,  all  at  forty-two  degrees. 

The  Governor,  befides  this  plan  of  retaliation,  devifed  other 
fchemes  to  cover  and  protect  his  camp,  if  pofTible,  from  future 
attacks.  Two  brigs  were  ordered  to  be  cut  down  and  converted 
into prames,  each  to  carry  four  or  five  heavy  cannon;  which  were 
to  be  moored  between  the  New  mole  and  Ragged-flaff,  at.fuch 
diflance  from  the  works  as  to  be  eafily  protedled,  and  yet  far 
enough  out  to  keep  their  boats  at  a  refpeifLful  diftance.  Artificers 
from  the  Garrifon  affilled  the  Navy  in  fitting  out  thefe  vefTels.  One 
of  them,  being  finifhed  previous  to  the  before-mentioned  experiment, 
was  moored  at  the  diftance  of  about  half  mufquet-fhot  from  the  New- 
mole  head  ^    She  was  named  the  Vanguard j  mounted  two  Spanifli 
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S781,     twenty-fix-pounders,  and  two  twelves,  and  was  rigged  like  a  fettee« 
u-v-*i*    The  Enemy's  fquadron,    on  the   29th,    was   reinforced  with  five 

xebeques  and  two  gallies,  from  the  eaft.     At  night  failed  a  packet 

for  Faro,  in  Portugal. 

July,  The  2d  of  July,  additional  tents  were  pit<;hed  at  the  new  camp 

:  .near  the  Tower,  north  of  Algeziras.  About  one  in  the  morning 
:of  the  4th,  the  gun-boats  repeated  their  attack ;  but,  contrary  to 
.their  former  cuftom,  numbers  of  their  fliot  and  fhells  fell  amongft 
rthe  Shipping,  The  Porcupine  frigate.  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  Bart, 
and  an  Indiaman,  each  received  a  fhot ;  and  the  Brilliant's  bottom 
was  flruck  with  a  fplinter  of  a  (hell,  which  burft  under  her ;  but 
no  particular  damage  was  received  in  the  Garrifon,  except  two 
men  being  flightly  wounded.  The  Governor  retaliated  by  ordering 
fix  rounds  of  fhot  and  fhells  to  be  fired  into  their  camp,  from  the 
guns  and  fea-mortars  at  the  Old  mole  :  the  cannon  were  pointed 
indifcriminately  for  the  camp ;  but  the  mortars  were  laid  for  the 
fafcine  and  artillery  parks.  One  of  the  fhells  fet  fire  to  a  hut,  and 
alarmed  them  exceedingly.  As  the  Governor  now  determined 
to  retaliate  in  this  manner,  we  were  in  hopes  it  would  deter  them 
from  fo  frequently  diflurbing  us. 

The  Enemy  continued  making  gabions,  and  bringing  much  wood 
into  the  camp  :  on  the  other  hand,  our  people  were  employed  in 
repairs,  and  additions  to  the  works.  Traverfes  were  eredted  at  the 
Royal  battery,  and  parties  were  employed  on  the  north  front,  from 
the  Rock-gun,  to  the  Old-mole  head.  The  loth,  a  brig  coming 
in  from  the  eaft  was  taken  by  the  Enemy^s  cruifers,  which  for  fome 
weeks  paft  had  again  kept  a  very  vigilant  look-out.  The  crew 
'  however  efcaped  to  the  rockj  and  they  had  thrown  the  letters 
.over-board,  before  they  abandoned  the  vefTeL 
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The  bombardment,  which,  by  almofl  imperceptible  degrees,  1781 
had  been  decrealing,  on  the  12th  nearly  ceafed.  The  cannon  in 
their  feven  and  fourteen-gun  batteries  were  all  drawn  back,  to 
facilitate,  as  we  imagined,  the  repairing  of  the  platforms,  and  inner 
part  of  the  batteries.  The  1 3th,  fome  troops  at  the  tower  decamped, 
and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  a  regiment  marched  away  from  the 
Algeziras  camp.  The  15th,  two  fettees  and  a  brig  failed  from 
Point  Mala,  with  gabions,  to  the  weft.  One  velTel  had  failed 
thence  on  the  1 3th.  Thefe  materials,  we  conjedtured,  were  for  fome 
new  works  in  the  neighbourhood  j  but  we  were  afterwards  informed 
that  they  were  taken  to  Minorca,  and  were  ufed  in  the  approaches 
carried  on  againft  St.  Philip's.  Their  firing  was  now  confined  to 
the  night,  and,  unlefs  we  provoked  them,  fcarcely  ever  exceeded 
thirty  rounds. 

The  Spanifh  General  vifited  the  Lines  on  the  i8th;  but  a  fire 
breaking  out  in  his  camp,  he  returned  immediately  on  its  appear- 
ance. In  the  evening,  the  caiflbns  for  the  Queen's  battery  being 
carried  up  to  Willis's,  and  the  fand-bags  brought  from  Pocoroca 
clay-pit,  the  engineers  at  dufk,  with  a  party  of  three  hundred  and 
eighty  men,  began  to  re-eftablifh  the  merlons ;  and  by  the  morning 
gun-fire  of  the  igth^  the  old  fand-bags  were  removed,  the  caifibns' 
placed,  and  filled  with  clay,  fand,  and  junk,  and  the  battery  made 
fit  for  the  reception  of  artillery.  The  Governor  was  prefent  the 
whole  time,  and  exprefied  the  higheft  approbation  of  the  diligence 
and  adlivity  of  the  party.  The  caillbns  were  made  of  oak  timber, 
joined  by  ftrong  iron  bolts.  Whilft  they  were  at  work,  the  gun- 
boats fired  upon  the  camp,  and  were  feconded  by  the  land-batteries 
on  the  town  :  a  hundred  and  thirty-two  rounds  were  returned  on  the 
boats,  and  fixteen  fhells  throw^n  into  the  Enemy's  camp.  One  of  the 
artillery  and  one  of  the  73d  regiment  were  wounded. 
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The  morning  of  the  20th,  the  Enemy  fired  a  falute  from  the 
Lines,  followed  by  a  feu-de-joie  from  the  army  drawn  up  in  two 
lines  in  front  of  their  camp,  concluding  with  a  grand  difcharge  from 
their  fhipping  and  fmall  craft  at  Algeziras.  The  troops  in  garrifon 
changed  quarters  on  the  aifl: :  the  39th  and  Hardenberg's  regiments 
relieved  the  jzd,  and  other  detachments  in  King's  and  Montague's 
baftions,  Waterport-cafemate,  and  Picquet-yard.  The  58th,  yzd, 
and  73d  regiments  encamped;  the  12th  regiment  remained  on  their 
ground  ;  and  the  56th,  Reden's,  and  La  Motte's,  occupied  the  South 
barracks,  and  other  quarters.  The  Enemy,  on  the  fame  day, 
decamped  from  the  ground  north  of  Algeziras.  Brigadier  Rofs 
failed,  on  the  night  of  the  2 2d,  in  a  boat  to  Faro,  in  his  route  to 
England ;  and  the  following  day,  a  privateer  arrived  in  eight  days 
from  Mahon,  with  a  packet.  Two  days  afterwards,  a  boat  arrived 
from  Portugal.  The  patron  informed  us,  that  the  army  at  that 
time  before  Gibraltar  principally  confifled  of  militia  regiments,  the 
regular  troops  having  embarked  for  the  Weft-Indies  :  he  further  faid, 
that  the  Spanifh  fleet  had  failed  from  Cadiz  on  a  cruife.  Soon  kfter 
this  boat  arrived,  a  large  fleet,  of  upwards  of  feventy  fail,  appeared 
from  the  weft :  when  abreaft  of  Europa,  we  difcovered  amongft 
them  a  fhip  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  two  cutters,  a  bomb-ketch, 
and  feveral  armed  veffels :  they  did  not  difplay  any  colours.* 

Our  camp  was  alarmed,  on  the  27th,  with  the  report  that  the 
gun-boats  were  approaching.  The  batteries  were  manned,  and  the 
regiments  affembled ;  but  the  Enemy  not  appearing,  they  returned 
to  quarters.  The  fignals  for  feeing  the  boats  in  future,  were  ordered 
to  be  a  falfe  fire,  and  two  guns  from  the  fhipping. 

Auguft.        August  was  introduced  by  an  attack  from  the  gun-boats.     They 
came  upon  us  by  furprife  j  for  we  had  no  fignal  from  our  guard-boats. 

This 

*  This  proved  to  be  the  fleet  which  afterwards  blockaded  Mahon. 
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This  was  afterwards  accounted  for,  by  the  Enemy  having  taken      '781. 

■'  °  Auo;iill. 

a  circle  ',  by  which  means  our  guard-boats,  when  they  began  to  fire, 
were  without,  and  the  gun- boats  between  them  and  the  Garrifon. 
Our  fire  in  return  was  well  ferved,  and  appeared  to  do  fome  exe- 
cution :  twelve  large  fliells  and  fifteen  fliot  were  likewife  thrown  into 
the  camp  from  the  Old  mole :  feveral  of  the  former  burfl  juft  as  they 
fell,  confequently  promifed  to  do  mifchief.  Their  land-batteries 
fcconded  the  fire  from  the  fea,  but  we  did  not  experience  any  cafualties. 
Two  days  afterwards,  the  other  prame,  called  the  Repulfe,  mounting 
five  twenty-fix-pounders,  was  moored  about  mufquet-fhot  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Vanguard,  and  the  fame  diilance  from  our  batteries. 
Thefe  veffels  were  of  fuch  annoyance  to  their  boats,  that  whilfl 
they  remained  out,  we  never  afterwards  were  fo  much  difturbed  at 
the  fouthward. 

The  Artillery  at  Willis's  endeavoured,  on  the  4th,  to  fet  fire  to 
the  canes  and  weeds  in  the  gardens ;  but  they  were  too  full  of  fap 
to  take  fire.  This  attempt  attracted  a  brifk  cannonade  for  fome  time 
from  the  Enemy.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  a  fhell  fell 
into  a  tent  behind  General  La  Motte's  quarters,  at  the  fouthward,  in 
which  were  two  men  of  the  58th,  afleep.  They  were  not  awakened 
by  its  fall ;  but  a  ferjeant  in  an  adjacent  tent  heard  it,  and  ran  near 
forty  yards  to  a  place  of  fafety,  when  he  recoUedied  the  fituation  of 
his  friends.  Thinking  the  fhell  had  fallen  blind,  he  returned  and 
awakened  them  :  both  immediately  rofe,  but  continued  by  the  place, 
debating  on  the  narrow  efcape  they  had  had,  when  the  fhell  exploded, 
and  forced  them  with  great  violence  againfl  the  garden-wall,  but 
miraculoufly  did  no  further  mifchief  than  dellroying  every  thing  in 
the  tent. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  before  the  haze  was  quite  difpelled 
in  the  Gut,  a  fignal  for  an  enemy  was  made  by  the  Spaniards  at 
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1781J  Cabrita  Point.  As  the  fog  difperfed,  we  difcovered,  at  a  coniider- 
able  diftance,  a  vefTel  becalmed,  but  rowing  towards  the  Garrifon 
with  the  current.  Fourteen  gun-boats  were  then  advancing  from 
Algeziras  to  intercept  her  j  upon  which  Captain  Curtis,  of  the 
Brilliant,  ordered  out  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  with  three  barges,  to 
endeavour  to  get  along-fide,  and  receive  any  difpatches  the  veflel 
might  have  on  board,  whilft  he  attended  the  towing  out  of  the 
Vanguard  and  Repulfe  prames,  to  cover  them,  and  proted  her.  Sir 
Charles  perfonally  executed  his  orders,  and  returned  with  a  packet 
for  the  Governor.  The  velTel  by  this  time  was  about  a  league  and 
a  half  from  the  Garrifon,  and  the  headmofV  gun-boat  within  Ihot,, 
advancing  apparently  with  an  intent  to  board  :  flopping,  however,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  few  hundred  yards,  flie  poured  in  a  difcharge  of 
round  and  grape  fhot,  and  was  immediately  feconded  by  her  conforts 
aftern.  The  veflel,  which  we  now  difcovered  to  be  a  King's  Hoop 
of  war,  returned  the  falute  with  a  broadfide,  and  mufquetry  from  her 
quarter-deck  J  and  a  fpirited  adtion  commenced.  Appearances  at 
this  jundlure  were  fo  greatly  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards,  that  the  Gar- 
rifon gave  up  the  floop  for  loft.  Becalmed  a  league  from  the  Rock, 
and  fourteen  gun-boats,  each  carrying  a  twenty-fix-pounder,  full  of 
men,  cannonading  her  on  every  fide  with  grape  and  round  fhot ;  a 
xebeque  alfo  bearing  dov/n  v/ith  a  gentle  breeze ;  were  circumftances 
which  feemed  to  preclude  the  poffibility  of  efcape.  After  maintain- 
ing, hov/ever,  a  very  warm,  judicious,  and  well-ferved  fire,  often 
obliging  the  boats  to  retire,  the  wefterly  breeze  at  laft  reached  her ; 
and  not  long  afterwards  fhe  was  fafe  under  our  guns.  She  proved  to 
be  the  Helena  floop  of  war,  fourteen  fmall  guns.  Captain  Roberts,  in 
fourteen  days  from  England.  Her  lofs  during  this  aftion  was  much 
lefs  than  could  have  been  poffibly  imagined,  when  we  confidered  the 
fhowers  of  grape  and  round  Ihot  that  every  inftant  furrounded  her  : 
fhe  had  only  one  killed  and  two  wounded ;  but  her  upper  rigging 
and  fails  were  much  cut  and  injured.     We  attributed  the  hull's  being 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely  touched,  to  the  conflrudlion  of  the  gun-boats ;  for,  being  P^^i 
originally  intended  to  annoy  at  a  diftance,  their  cannon  could  not  be 
depreffed.  The  Enemy  however  did  not  efcape  fo  well :  numbers 
were  feen  to  drop  in  the  boats  from  the  mufquetry  of  the  floop,  and 
feveral  were  towed  off  difabled  ;  which  were  very  convincing  proofs 
that  their  lofs  v/as  confiderable. 

A  SETTEE  was  taken  on  the  12th  by  the  Enemy's  cruifers.  The 
crew,  excepting  three  Jew  paffengers,  efcaped  to  the  Garrifon  :  they 
informed  us,  that  great  preparations  were  making  in  the  French  and 
Spanifli  ports  for  fome  grand  expedition :  the  objed  was  however 
kept  fecret ;  but  many  at  Minorca  fufpefted  St.  Philip's  to  be  the 
place. 

The  Enemy's  bombardment,  if  we  may  nov/  call  it  by  that  name 
fcarcely  exceeded,  at  this  time,  three  fhells  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  which  the  foldiers  (conjecSturing  that  fome  allufion  might  be 
intended,  by  that  fuperftitious  nation,  to  the  facred  Trinity)  jocofely 
though  profanely  termed.  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoji.  It  is  not 
indeed  altogether  improbable,  that  the  Spaniards  might  entertain 
fome  bigoted  refped:  for  that  myftical  number,  and,  confiderino-  the 
Britidi  in  the  light  of  heretics,  might  apprehend  fome  efficacy  from 
it,  in  the  great  work  of  converting  the  Garrifon  to  the  Catholic  faith  : 
at  leaft  it  is  difficult,  on  any  more  reafonable  ground,  to  account  for 
their  exactly  continuing  to  fire  neither  m.ore  nor  lefs,  for  fo  confider- 
able a  period. 

The  mention  of  this  circumftance  brings  to  my  recolledlion 
another,  of  a  ridiculous  nature,  which  ferves  to  demonftrate  the 
thoughtlefsnefs  of  the  Englilli  foldiers,  who  can  jefl  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  and  indulge  their  prejudices  at  the  expence  of  w"hat  other 
nations,  however  differing  in  fentiment,  generally  agree  to  hold  in  a 
degree  of  refpedt.     It  is  firfl  to  be  remembered,   that,  according  to 

the 
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1781.  the  articles  of  capitulation,  by  which  the  Garrifon  was  furrendered  to 
^"""'^"  Admiral  Sir  George  Rooke,  it  was  ftipulated  that  the  Inhabitants 
fhould  be  tolerated  in  their  religion  :  the  old  Spanifh  church  was 
therefore  continued  as  a  place  of  worlliip  for  thofe  of  the  Roman- 
Catholic  perfuafion,  and,  as  is  ufual  in  Roman-Catholic. churches, 
was  decorated,  amongfl  others,  with  figures,  as  large  as  life,  of  our 
Saviour  and  the  Virgin  Mary. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  firing,  when  the  foldiers  were 
cno-aged  in  a  fucceffion  of  irregularities,  a  party  of  them  affembled  in 
the  Spanilh  church,  to  caroufe  and  be  merry.  In  the  midft  of  their 
jollity,  the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary  was  obferved  in  the  ruins  by 
one  of  the  party,  who  inftantly  propofed,  as  a  piece  of  fun,  to  place 
her  Ladyfhip  in  the  whirligig.*  The  fcheme  feemed  to  meet  with 
general  approbation,  till  one,  wifer  than  the  reft,  ftopped  them  with 
a  remark,  that  it  would  ill  become  them,  as  military  men,  and  par- 
ticularly Englifhmen,  to  punifh  any  perfon  without  a  trial.  A  court 
martial  confequently  fat,  with  mock  ceremony ;  and  her  Ladyfhip 
was  found  guilty  of  drunkennefs,  debauchery,  and  other  high  crimes, 
and  condemned  to  the  whirligig,  whither  il:ie  was  immediately  carried 
in  proceffion.  The  Governor,  (who,  notwithftanding  the  firing, 
regularly  attended  the  parade)  at  guard-mounting  difcovered  the  poor 
Virgin  in  confinement;  but  expreffed  his  difapprobation  of  the 
adion,  and  ordered  her  inftantly  to  be  removed  to  the  White  con- 
vent, where,  by  the  bye,  flie  was  by  no  means  exempt  from  fur- 
ther infult  and  difgrace.  If  a  bigoted  Spaniard  could  have  beheld 
this  tranfadtion,  he  probably  would  have  thought  the  Englifli  worfe 
than  heretics  j  and  would  have. concluded,  that  their  impiety  could 
not  fail  to  attradl  the  fpecial  vengeance  of  Heaven. 

The 

•  A  maciine  eredled  at  the  bottom  of  the  Grand  parade,  for  the  punifhment  of  fcolding- 
women,  or  others  guilty  of  trifling  mifdemeanours. 
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The  night  of  the  15th,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  bombarded  our  Auguli. 
camp  j  their  difpofition  extending  from  off  Little  bay  to  the  Old-mole  '-""^'^ 
head  :  their  fire,  as  had  been  the  cuftom  for  fome  time  before,  was 
feconded  by  a  brilk  cannonade  from  the  Lines,  which  was  very 
judicioufly  ferved.  Many  of  their  fliells  burft  in  the  air,  over  our 
fhipping  J  but  the  fhips  continued  filent.  Our  artillery  retaliated 
from  the  Old-mole  head,  and  fmall  fhells  were  difcharged  from 
the  elevated  guns,  which  feemed  to  anfwer  very  well.  One  of  the 
72d  regiment  was  killed  ;  two  of  the  artillery,  and  tv/o  of  the  73d, 
with  a  boy,  an  inhabitant,  were  wounded.  In  this  attack,  a  fhell 
fell  amongil  fome  naval  flores,  in  a  ground- ward  of  the  Naval  Ho- 
fpital ;  and  the  moft  dreadful  confequences  might  have  been  exped:ed 
from  this  accident,  if  the  fire  had  not  been  happily  extinguifhed  by 
the  picquet,  which  the  Governor  had  ordered,  fome  time  before,  to 
aflemble  here,  to  prevent,  if  poflible,  fuch  cafualties.  The  other 
picquet,  which  mounted  at  the  fouthward,  was  flationed  for  the 
fame  purpofe  at  the  New  mole. 

A  SCHOONER  arrived  from  Faro  on  the  17th,  with  fruit,  onions, 
and  fait.  In  the  evening,  a  flag  of  truce  came  from  the  Enemy,  in 
anfwer  to  ours  of  the  preceding  day.  The  day  following,  another 
boat  arrived  from  Faro  :  fhe  brought  a  packet,  with  fome  private 
letters  from  Lifbon,  which  intimated  the  probability  of  our  receiving 
a  vifit  from  the  Combined  fleet,  then  cruifing  off  Cadiz.  At  night 
feveral  guns  were  heard  in  the  Gut,  and  a  number  of  fignals  made 
at  the  Point.  The  fucceeding  morning,  his  Majefl;y's  cutter  the 
Kite  arrived  from  England,  with  duplicates  of  the  Helena's  dif- 
patches.  In  her  paffage  fhe  engaged  a  French  cutter  of  twenty 
guns,  and  had  three  men  killed  and  fix  wounded.  The  Enemy's 
cruifers  endeavoured  to  intercept  her,  but  were  driven  to  leeward. 
A  boat  alfo  arrived  about  the  fame  time  from  Portugal. 

The 
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■  >78i.         The  firins:  from  the  Garrifon  now  varied  accordino;  as  the  Enemy's 
Augaft.  ^  ... 

VvS.;    parties  prefented  themfelves :    at   this   period   they   were  bufy  in 

repairing  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  in  fecuring  their  works  againft  the 
approaching  rainy  feafon.  Our  Engineers  were  repairing  the  com- 
munications and  batteries  at  Willis's,  &c.  A  foldier  of  the  73d 
deferted  to  the  Enemy  the  25th  :  he  had  been  abfent  from  his  corps 
five  days,  during  which  time  he  had  concealed  himfelf  on  the  rock. 
Hunger  probably  preffing  him,  he  determined  to  make  a  bold  attempt 
to  get  off:  accordingly  fluffing  a  fand-bag  with  grafs,  he  came  to 
Land  port,  and  placing,  unobferved,  the  bag  upon  the  fpikes  of  the 
palifades,  jumped,  unhurt,  on  the  glacis ;  then  running  over  the 
Caufeway,  he  foon  cleared  Bay-fide  barrier,  and,  though  many 
.'hundred  rounds  of  mufquetry  were  fired  from  Land  port  and  the 
Lines  guards,  he  efcaped.  He  was  the  fourth  man  lofl:  by  defertion 
in  the  courfe  of  fix  weeks. 

Early  the  27th,  four  men,  who  had  been  imprefi^ed  from  a  pri^ 
vateer  in  the  Bay,   deferted  from  the  Repulfe  prame.     The  next 

morning  we  were  vifited  again  by  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  j  but 
they  fcarcely  ftaid  one  third  of  their  former  time.     We  returned  nine 

.fhot  and  fifty-eight  fhells,  which,  from  the  fhrieks  and  piteous  cries 
we  heard,  mufl:  have  done  execution.  We  annoyed  them  in  camp 
from  the  Old  mole,  as  ufual  j  and  the  artillery  attempted  to  reach 
:them  from  Willis's,  but  in  vain.  In  this  attack  a  wounded  matrofs 
was  killed  by  a  fhell  in  the  Hofpital.  The  circumftances  attending 
this  man's  cafe  are  fo  melancholy  and  affedling,  that  I  cannot  pafs 
them  over  in  filence.  Some  time  previous  to  this  event,  he  had 
been  fo  unlucky  as  to  break  his  thigh  :  being  a  man  of  great  fpirits, 
he  ill  brooked  the  confinement  which  his  cafe  demanded,  and 
exerted  himfelf  to  get  abroad,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the  frefh  air  in  the  court  of  the  hofpital :  unfortunately,  in  one  of 
his  playful  moments,  he  fell,  and  was  obliged  to  take  to  his  bed 

again. 
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again.    He  was  in  this  fituation,  when  a  fhell  from  the  mortar-boats      1781. 

1-  1    J       1  1  Auguft. 

fell  into  the  ward,  and  rebounding  lodged  upon  him.  The  con- 
valefcents  and  iick,  in  the  fame  room,  inftantly  fummed  up  ftrength 
to  crawl  out  on  hands  and  knees,  whilfl  the  fufe  was  burning  ;  but 
this  wretched  vidtim  was  kept  down  by  the  weight  of  the  fhell, 
which  after  fome  feconds  burft,  took  off  both  his  legs,  and 
fcorched  him  in  a  dreadful  manner  :  but,  what  was  flill  more 
horrid,  he  furvived  the  explofion,  and  was  fenfible  to  the  very 
moment  that  death  relieved  him  from  his  mifery.  His  lafl  words 
were  expreflive  of  regret  that  he  had  not  been  killed  on  the 
batteries. 

The  Enemy's  attention  to  the  blockade  feemed  now  to  be  revived. 
Their  cruifers  were  increafed,  and  conflantly  on  the  watch.  The 
force  in  the  Bay  at  this  time  was  one  fhip  of  the  line,  a  xebeque 
having  a  broad  pendant,  a  frigate,  and  five  xebeques,  with  the  gun 
and  m.ortar  boats,  and  fmall  armed  craft.  The  arrangement  of  thefe 
vefTels  for  the  purpofe  of  blockading  the  Garrifon,  appeared  to  be  as 
follows.  When  the  wind  was  wefl,  two  xebeques  and  four  gun- 
boats anchored  at  Cabrita  point,  cruifmg  at  night  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Bay  and  in  the  Straits  :  when  eaflerly,  the  frigate,  xebeques, 
and  four  gun-boats,  cruifed  fome  between  Ceuta  and  Europa,  and 
others  in  the  Gut :  one  xebeque  was  generally  obferved  to  lie-to  off 
Europa  point,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bay.  Though  this  difpofition 
apparently  obftrucfted  all  intercourfe  between  the  Garrifon  and  our 
friends  in  Portugal  and  Minorca,  yet  opportunities  fometimes 
occurred,  when  boats  flipped  out  unobferved,  and  returned  v>^ith 
the  fame  fuccefs. 

The  evening  of  the  30th,  the  Enemy's  cannonade,  which,  except 
when  the  boats  fired  on  our  camp,  feldom  exceeded  three  ihells  in 
the  twenty-four  hours,    was   pretty  fmart   for  an  hour  or  two ; 

A  a  occafioned 
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,1781.     occafioned  by  our  iirin?  on  their  workinff-parties.     Such  ftarts  of 

■AxiguO:.  .     .  :  ^  ^  ^    , 

retaliation   they  were  often  '  provoked  to,    by  our  annoying   their, 
workmen  in  the,  batteries. 


Sept.  The  prames'Had  been  found  lb  ufeful,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  the  Navy  'began  to  fit  up  the  Fortune  Hoop,  in  order  to 
add  her  to  their  number.  The  5th,  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  Enemy 
brought  over — ^ — Pratts,  an  inhabitant  of  Gibraltar,  who  had  been 
'taken  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  Fox  packet,  about  twelve  months 
'before,  and  whom,  as  it  was  faid,  the  Enemy  for  fome  time  had 
objedted  to  exchange.  By  this  ixian  we  were  informed  that  the 
Duke  de  Crillon,  with  ten  thoufand  men,  had  landed  at  Minorca, 
and  that  it  was  reported  he  was  to  be  joined  by  a  French  army 
from  Toulon.  The  evening  of  the  7th,  the  Captain  at  Willis's 
again  endeavoured  to  fet  fire  to  the  weeds,  &c.  in  the  gardens, 
which  from  their  height  afforded  great  cover  to  the  Enemy's 
advanced  fen  tries  ;  and  in  executing  thefe  orders  a  brifk  cannonade 
was  returned  by  the  Enemy,  which  continued  till  day-break.  Our 
carcafiTes  and  light  balls  frequently  took  efifed: ;  but  the  canes  were 
too  green  to  be  burnt  to  any  purpofe.  In  the  courfe  of  this  firing, 
feveral  fhot  from  the  Lines  ranged  as  far  as  the  South  barracks 
and  New  mole.  Great  numbers  of  gabions  were  now  obferved  in 
the  Enemy's  fafcine-park. 

The  evening  of  the  12th,  they  fired  a  grand  lalute  from  their 
lines  and  ihipping,  and  a  feu-de-joie  in  camp.  After  the  falute, 
they  continued  to  cannonade  from  the  lines,  though  for  fome- 
days  before  they  had  only  fired  their  myftical  number  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours.  We  imagined  this  falute  to  be  on  account  of  the 
Duke  de  Crillon's  having  gained  fome  advantage  at  Minorca.  In 
the  coarfe  of  their  firing,   on  the  1.5th,    a  circumilance  happened, 

fimilar 
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fimilar  to  one  which  occurred  in  May ;  and  both  of  them  may  be  1781 
confidered  as  extraordinary.  A  fliell  from  the  Lines  fell  upon 
the  rock,  above  the  Red  fands,  and  glanced  off  in  a  diredlion 
nearly  at  right  angles  with  its  range  :  it  rolled  to  the  bottom  of  the 
Princefs  of  Wales's  lines,  burft  on  the  platform  of  one  of  the 
thirty-two-pounders,  and  a  fplinter  cutting  the  apron  of  the  gun, 
fired  it  oif :  the  fhot  took  away  the  railing  at  the  foot  of  the  glacis, 
and  lodged  in  the  line-wall  near  Ragged -ftaiF. 

We  obferved,  on  the  i6th,  that  the  Enemy,  during  the  preceding 
night,  had  thrown  up  three  banks  of  fand  in  zig-zags,  beginning 
at  the  centre  of  the  fourth  branch  of  approach,  which  feemed 
intended  as  a  line  of  diredtion  for  a  new  communication  to  the  St. 
Carlos's  battery.  In  the  evening,  the  Governor  ordered  the  artillery 
to  diredl  a  brilk  fire  on  this  work,  which  was  continued  till  day- 
break of  the- 17th.  The  Enemy  returned  the  fire  reludlantly,  from 
a  wifh,  as  we  imagined,  not  to  increafe  ours.  The  next  morning, 
we  obferved  they  had  retained  the  fand  thrown  up  the  preceding 
night  with  cafks ;  and  from  the  materials  feen  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  works,  other  additions  feemed  intended  to  be  made.  At  night, 
Crouchett's  howitzer-battery  and  Montague's  baftion  were  opened, 
and,  with  Willis's,  &c.  were  kept  conftantly  going.  About  mid- 
night the  gun-boats,  attended  by  a  bomb-ketch,  as  we  conjeftured, 
came  over,  and,  contrary  to  their  former  pradtice,  directed  their 
fire  towards  V/illis's,  the  Lines,  and  north  end  of  the  Town. 
So  determined  were  they  to  land  tlieir  fliells,  that  one  went  over 
the  rock,  and  many  fell  on  the  hill ,-  and,  in  attempting  to  imitate 
us,  in  burfling  their  fhells  in  the  air,  feveral  difploded  ih  their  mor- 
tars. They  fiaid  two  hours  and  a  half,  and  expended  a  hundred 
and  thirty  fliells  and  eighty-feven  fliot,  and  their  land-batteries 
were  not  fo  fparing  as  the  night  before.  We  returned  a  fmart  fire 
on  both  fea  and  land,  and  retaliated  on  tlieir  camp,  as  ufual. 

A   a    2  A  SHELL, 


i8o  HISTORY    OF    THE    LATE 

1781,  A  SHELL,  during  the  above  attack,  fell  in  an  embrafure  oppofite 
the  King's-lines  bomb-proof,  killed  one  of  the  73d,  and  wounded 
another  of  the  fame  corps.  The  cafe  of  the  latter  was  fingular, 
and  will  ferve  to  enforce  the  maxim,  that  even  in  the  mod  dangerous 
cafes,  we  fhould  never  defpair  of  a  recovery  whilfl  life  remains. 
This  unfortunate  man  was  knocked  down  by  the  wind  of  the  fhell, 
which,  inftantly  burfting,  killed  his  companion,  and  mangled  him 
in  a  mofb  dreadful  manner.  His  head  was  terribly  fra<flured,  his 
left  arm  broken  in  two  places,  one  of  his  legs  Shattered,  the  ficin  and 
mufcles  tern  off  part  of  his  right  hand,  the  middle  finger  broken  td 
pieces,  and  his  whole  body  moft  feverely  bruifed,  and  marked  with 
gun-powder.  He  prefented  fo  horrid  an  objedt  to  the  furgeons, 
that  they  had  not  the  fmalleft  hopes  of  faving  his  life,  and  were  at 
a  lofs  what  part  to  attend  to  firfl.  He  was  that  evening  trepanned  j 
a  few  days  afterwards  his  leg  was  amputated,  and  other  wounds 
and  fraftures  dreffed.  Being  polTelTed  of  a  moft  excellent  confii- 
tution,  nature  performed  wonders  in  his  favour,  and  in  eleven  weeks. 
the  cure  was  completely  effected.  His  name  is  Donald  Rofs,  and 
he  now  enjoys  his  Sovereign's  bounty  in  a  penfion  of  one  fliilling  a 
day  for  life.  A  non-commiffioned  officer  of  artillery  alfo  loft  his 
thigh  on  Montague's  baftion  j  and  a  private  of  the  12th  regiment, 
both  his  legs :  the  latter  died  foon  after  the  amputation  was  per- 
formed. 

The  morning  of  the  i8th,  a  deferter  from  the  Spanifti  guards 
came  in  from  the  St.  Carlos's  battery.  He  was  purfued  by  four 
of  the  Enemy,  but  in  vain.  He  gave  information  of  the  Enemy's 
intention  to  ereft  fome  new  batteries.  A.bout  ten  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  a  ftiell  from  the  Lines  fell  into  a  houfe  oppofite  the 
King's  baftion,  where  the  Town-Major,  Captain  Burke,  with 
Majors  Mercier  and  Vignoles,  of  the  39th  regiment,  were  fitting. 
The  ftiell  took  off  Major  Burke's  thigh  -,  afterwards  fell  through  the 

floor 
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floor  into  the  cellar :   there  it  burft,  and  forced  the  floorin?:,  with      ^781 

Sept 

the  unfortunate  Major,  to  the  cieling.  When  affiflance  came,  they 
found  Major  Burke  almoil  buried  amongfl:  the  ruins  of  the  room. 
He  was  inflantly  conveyed  to  the  Hofpital,  where  he  died  foon  after 
the  wounded  part  was  amputated,  much  lamented  by  his  friends 
as  an  amiable  and  worthy  member  of  fociety,  and  by  the  Governor 
as  an  indefatigable  officer.  Majors  Mercier  and  Vignoles  had  time 
to  efcape  before  the  fliell  burft :  they  were  neverthelefs  flightly 
wounded  by  the  fplinters  j  as  were  a  ferjeant  of  the  39th,  and  his 
daughter,  Vv'ho  were  in  the  cellar  underneath  when  the  fhell  entered. 
This  houfe  had  efcaped  almoft  untouched  during  the  warmefl 
period  of  the  bombardment,  till  this  unfortunate  fliell  fell  in,  which, 
deprived  the  Garrilbn  of  this  adive  and  valuable  officer. 

The  Enemy  did  not  increafe  their  works  the  fucceeding  day, 
but  debouched  the  fourth  branch  of  the  approach  about  the  centre. 
In  the  evening,  the  Helena  and  Kite,  with  a  privateer,  left  the  Bay 
for  England,  and  a  fchooner  for  Portugal.  Lieut.  Lowe,  of  the  1 2th, 
who  had  loft  his  \t^,  and  the  invalids,  went  home  in  the  former- 
Our  firing  was  increafed  at  night  by  the  Catalan  batteries;  and' 
Crouchett's  was  ftill  kept  open.  The  20th,.  Capt.  Fowlis,  of  the. 
73d,  was  appointed  Town-major. 

Our  working-parties  were  employed  by  the  engineers,  on  the 
2 1  ft,  in  repairing  Princefs  Caroline's  battery,  at  Willis's,  which, 
owing  to  the  fpirited  behaviour  and  example  of  the  officers,  wasi 
cleared,  the  caiffons  placed,  filled,  and  the  battery  completed  before- 
night,  under  a  moft  heavy  fire  from  the  Enemy,  When  the  work, 
was  finillied,  the  party  defired  to  give  thi-ee  cheers :  but  they  were 
over-ruled  by  the  Captain  of  artillery,  wJio  recommended  to  falute 
the  Enemy  with  three  rounds  from  each  gun  ',  which  v/as  imme- 
diately put  in  execution.     The  party  had  not  a  man  materially  hurt 

during 
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daring  the  Vv'arm  cannonade;  but,  in  TCturning  to  be  difmifled/ a 
ferjeant  of  La  Motte's,  who  had  braved  the  dangers  of  the  day,  was 
killed  by  a  random-fhot  below  the  artillery-guard.  Our  firing 
continued  with  great  vivacity  on  the  22d,  particularly  with  fmall 
fhelis  from  the  Royal  battery, '  Willis's,  and  Montague's  baflion : 
thefe  were  kept  going  in  the  day ;  and  at  night  thefe  batteries,  with 
the  Catalans,  Crouchett's,  and  batteries  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Lines,  were  in  adlion.  The  Enemy  in  return  were  not  fparing  of 
ammunition  :  in  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours  they  fired  (even 
hundred  and  feventy-five  fhot,  and  fifty-feven  fhells.  The  Garrifon 
difcharged  feven  hundred  and  feventy-three  rounds  of  different 
fpecies. 

The  Enemy's  new  works  were  eredted  with  caiks,  covered 
and  retained  by  fafcines,  with  fand  in  the  front.  About  two 
hundred  men  appeared  to  be  employed  in  the .  day ;  but  they  were 
often  compelled  to  retire,  our  ordnance  was  fo  well  ferved  and 
diredled.  The  gun-boats,  on  the  morxiing  of  the  24th,  vifited  us  as 
ufual ;  and  it  was  thought  that  a  bomb^ketch  again  attended  them. 
They  pointed  their  fire  principally  towards  the  Vidlualling-office, 
in  town,  and  Willis's  :  fome  fhells  fell  in  the  New  mole,  but  few 
afhore  at  the  fouthward.  We  returned  their"  fire,  and  retaliated 
from  the  Old  mole  on  their  camp. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  25th,  the  fafcine-capping  of  the 
merlons  of  Fort  Barbara  took  fire  from  the  Enemy's  guns,  and 
burnt  extremely  fierce.  The  ofhcer  at  Willis's  immediately  di- 
refted  a  brifk  fire  on  the  Fort;  which  the  Governor  afterwards 
increafed,  by  opening  the  Grand  battery.  The  firing  however 
from  the  latter  did  not  anfwer  fo  well  as  was  expedled;  owing 
perhaps  to  the  unevennefs  of  the  platforms,  which  are  of  flone,  and 
much  worn :  neverthelefs,  the  Enemy  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the 

Fort, 
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Fort,  without  extinguifhing  the  fire.  At  day-break  we  faw  only  17S1 
five  fafcine-merlons  ftanding  :  the  other  feven  were  all  deftroyed, 
with  fome  gun-carriages,  traverfes  on  the  rampart,  and  fafcine- 
v.'ork  in  the  ditch.  We  imagined  that  this  accident  would  render 
the  Fort  ufelefs  for  fome  timcj  but  they  convinced  us  that  our 
conclufions  were  premature,  by  firing,  probably  out  of  bravado,  a 
few  Ihot  in  the  courfe  of  the  day;  whiclx  killed  one  of  the  58th, 
and  wounded  another.  In  the  morning,  about  feven,  the  Flying- 
fifh  cutter,  of  twenty  guns,  arrived  with  ordnance-ftores  and  in- 
trenching tools :  fhe  informed  us  that  Government  had  engaged 
twenty  cutters,  of  her  force,  for  the  fame  purpofe.  A  xebeque  and 
four  gun-boats  oppofed  her  palTage,  but  in  vain. 

The  26th,  Lieut.  Clarke,  of  the  56th,  died  of  a  decline.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  the  Enemy  began  to  clear  Fort  Barbara, 
and  in  the  evening  to  lay  fafcines,  (a  great  number  of  which  were 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Fort)  towards  repairing  it.  Our  fire 
continued  to  be  well  direfted,  and  conliderably  annoyed  them.  The 
27th,  a  man  v/as  difcovered  near  Catalan  bay,  by  the  guard  at 
Middle-hill.  A  party  of  the  Navy  immediately  went  round,  and 
took  him  up.  He  proved  to  be  a  deferter  from  the  72d  regiment; 
biit  the  wretch  was  fo  famiflied  v/ith  hunger,  and  fo  bruifed  in 
getting  down  the  rock,  that  his  life  was  defpaired  of.  The  28th, 
the  Enemy  capped  two  merlons  of  Fort  Barbara.  Their  parties 
were  very  diligent  in  making  gabions  and  fafcines  :  the  form.er  we 
imagined  were  removed,  as  they  were  finiihed,  to  the  Lines  and 
advanced  works,  as  we  had  obferved  feveral  behind  the  fourth 
and  fifth  branches  of  the  approach.  This  circumftance,  with  their 
unufual  adlivity  in  completing  others,  confirmed  our  late  intelli~ 
gence,  that  they  intended  additional  batteries  near  the  St.  Carlos's, 

The  firing  from  the  Garrifon  now  exceeded  feven  hundred  rounds 
in  the  twenty-four   hours ;    and   the  Enemy  frequently  returned 

eight 
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^78'>     eiffht  liundred,    and  fometimes  more.     Our  cafuals  confequently 

Sept-      ,  "  .         ,  r  n  .  ,  .  ,      / 

((.i^v-^    began  again  to  be  pretty  frequent,  amonglt  our  parties,  which,  in 

a  great  meafure,  was  owing  to  the  want  of  prudence  in  the  men, 
iwho  were  become  fo  habituated  to  the  Enemy's  fire,  as  fcarcely 

to  regard  their  fhot.     In  fadt,  if  a  fliell  was  at  their  feet,  it  was 

almoil  neceflary  for  the  officers  to  caution  them  to  avoid  its  efFedts. 

It  was  really  wonderful  to  behold  with  what  undaunted  coolnefs 
-they  perfifted  in  their  feveral  occupations,  though  expofed  to  the 

Enemy's  whole  artillery :  indeed  the  generality  appeared  totally 
'  callous  to  every  fenfe  of  danger. 

Both  fides  continued  indefatigable  in  their  operations.  The 
Enemy  finifhed  two  or  three  merlons  in  Fort  Barbara,  eredted 
traverfes  near  the  Tower,  in  the  rear  of  the  new  communication, 
and  were  continually  bringing  large  quantities  of  fafcines,  &c.  to 
the  Lines.  On  the  other  hand,  our  engineers  caifToned  the  terrace- 
batteries,  replaced  the  fand-bags  before  the  merlons  of  the  Queen's 
■battery,  and  had  parties  daily  employed  in  repairs.  The  30th,  a 
foldier  of  the  7 2d  loft  his  legs  by  a  fhot  from  Fort  Barbara,  from 
which  they  continued  occafionally  to  fire.  He  bore  amputation 
with  prodigious  firmnefs,  but  died  foon  after,  through  the  lofs  of 
blood,  previous  to  his  being  brought  to  the  Hofpital.  This  fadl 
being  reprefented  to  the  Governor,  the  ferjeants  of  the  different 
regiments  were  ordered  to  attend  the  Hofpital,  to  be  taught  by 
the  furgeons  how  to  apply  the  tourniquets ;  which  was  afterwards 
productive  of  very  beneficial  confequences.  Tourniquets  were 
alfo  diflributed  to  the  different  guards,  to  be  at  hand  in  cafe  of 
neceflity. 

oa.  The  Enemy,  for  feveral  days,  had  made  very  little  addition  to  the 

new  communication,  and  the  third  return  appeared  flill  unfinifhed. 
A  party  of  the  Enemy  was  however  difcovered  from  Willis's,    on 
the  evening  of  the  ift  of  Odlober,  working  to  the  weft  of  the  Mill- 
battery  j 
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battery  J  and  they  perfifting  in  their  labour,  our  fire  was  increafed  '^8i> 
from  the  battei-ies  below  j  which  brought  on  a  warm  return.  At 
day-break  we  obferved,  at  the  extremity  of  the  new  approach,  a  large 
epaulement,  of  forty-five  gabions  long,  two  in  height,  and  four 
or  five  in  breadth.  On  the  top  werefeveral  layers  of  fand-bags,  and 
fand  was  banked  up  to  protect  it  in  front.  It  was  fituated  within 
the  wedcrn  place  d'armes  of  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  towards  the 
beach,  in  a  diredlion  forming  a  very  obtufe  angle  with  the  front 
of  the  Mill-battery.  Our  engineers  immediately  agreed  that  this 
epaulement  was  intended  for  mortars ;  which  induced  the  Governor, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  2d,  to  order  two  embrafures  (mafked  at  the 
Old-mole  head,  to  cover  the  mortars  which  we  ufually  fired  into 
their  camp)  to  be  opened,  and  two  howitzers  to  be  kept  in  adlion 
from  thence.  At  night,  our  firing  at  intervals  was  fo  aftonifliingly 
brifk,  that  the  whole  north  front,  from  the  Rock-gun  to  the 
Mole-head,  was  obfcured  in  fmoke.  This  fire  was  continued,  with 
little  intermiflion,  till  day-break  -,  and  though  the  Enemy  did  not 
return  it  warmly,  they  made  up  for  their  filence  the  fucceeding  day. 
During  the  twenty-four  hours  they  difcharged  twelve  hundred  and 
fixty-three  rounds,  and  the  preceding  day,  one  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight ;  which  to  us  was  a  proof  that  they  were  confi- 
derably  galled  by  our  fire. 

We  had  obferved,  for  fome  weeks,  a  party  of  the  Enemy  eredling 
a  building  upon  an  eminence,  near  the  Stone  quarry,  under  the 
Queen  of  Spain's  chair,  Vi^hich  at  length  turned  out  to  be  a  fignal- 
tower ;  but  no  ufe  was  made  of  it  till  the  beginning  of  this  month, 
when  we  difcovered  that  it  was  intended  to  give  information  to  their 
batteries  in  the  lines,  when  our  working-parties  .were  going  up 
the  hill.  On  their  marching  up,  the  morning  of  the  3d,  a  fignal  was 
made  from  the  tower,  and  their  batteries  immediately  increafed  their 
fire  on  the  heights :  on  their  return  in  the  evening,  the  fignal  was 

B  b  repeated. 
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1781,  repeated.  This  pradlce  they  continued  for  fome  time.  At*night, 
the  body  of  a  foldier  of  the  12th  regiment,  who  attempted  to  fwim 
to  the  Enemy  from  Water  port,  was  difcovered  floating  near  the 
Repulfe  prame.  The  failors  on  the  watch,  imagining  fome  large 
fiih  had  got  foul  of  their  cable,  darted  a  harpoon  into  the  body,  but 
foon  found  out  their  miflake.  The  fucceeding  morning,  we  obferved 
that  the  Enemy  had  thrown  up  a  cover,  from  the  eaftern  Ihoulder 
of  the  new  battery,  to  the  weftern  magazine  of  the  St.  Carlos's  : 
they  alfo  raifed  a  flioulder  on  the  weftern  extremity,  and  eredled  five 
traverfes  in  the  rear. 

Our  firing,  on  the  4th,  was  ordered  to  be  diminilliedj  only  Mon- 
tague's and  the  Hill  batteries  were  kept  going  :  few  ihot  were  now 
ufed,  as  the  Enemy  feemed  to  pay  little  attention  to  them ;  and  we  had 
ocular  proofs  daily  of  the  annoyance  from  the  fmall  fhells,  which 
immediately  made  them  defift,  and  get  under  cover.  The  fame  day  a 
mutiny  was  difcovered  on  board  His  Majefty's  cutter  the  Speedwell, 
Lieut.  Gibfonj  and  four  of  the  ringleaders  were  feized  and  confined. 
The  plan  of  this  confpiracy  was,  to  murder  the  ofiicers  of  the  watch, 
cut  the  cable,  and  run  away  with  the  veiTel  to  Algeziras,  where  they 
computed  fhe  would  fell  for  a  handfome  fum,  which  was  to  be 
equally  divided  amongft  the  people  interefted,  who  were  then  -to 
depart  for  England.  Near  half  the  crew  were  concerned;  and  the 
fame  evening,  if  the  wind  continued  favourable,  the  fcheme  was  to 
have  been  put  in  execution.  Happily  one  of  _the  party  (I  believe, 
a  Spanifh  deferter)  confefled  in  time  to  render  the  whole  abortive. 
It  was  fomewhat  Angular,  that  Mr.  Gibfon  had  been  fo  unfortunate, 
when  in  England,  as  to  have  the  cutter  he  then  commanded  run 
away  with  by  the  crew,  into  a  French  port,  whilfl  he  and  his  officers 
were  afhore. 

The 
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The  Enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  threw  up  a  line  of  cafks  '^81, 
and  fand,  extending  upwards  of  fixty  feet  in  a  parallel  line  to  the 
front  of  St.  Carlos's.  Some  additions  were  alfo  made  to  the 
new  battery.  The  railing  of  the  former  work  induced  many  to 
believe,  that  they  were  come  at  laft  to  the  determination  of  befieging 
the  Garrifon  in  form ;  and  that  this,  with  other  works  to  be  erecfted, 
would  be  the  firft  parallel  of  attack.  It  was  a  lucky  circumftance, 
in  fome  refpedts,  to  have  an  enemy  fo  tardy  in  their  operations. 
Our  troops  were  now  accuftomed,  by  fix  months  bombardment, 
to  the  difcharge  and  effedl  of  heavy  artillery :  their  firing  had 
pointed  out  our  weak  places,  which  the  Governor  and  engineers 
had  been  indefatigable  in  fi:rengthening,  fo  that  the  Garrifon  was  now 
really  in  a  better  flate  of  defence  than  at  the  commencement  of  the 
bombardment.  In  the  nights  of  the  5th  and  6th,  the  parallel,  as 
we  called  the  line  to  the  eaft,  was  extended  about  a  hundred  feet,  and 
the  new  mortar-battery  raifed  with  fafcines.  Small  traverfes  were 
alfo  made  in  the  rear  of  the  new  approach  from  the  fourth  branch. 

The  gun  and  mortar  boats  had  now  been  abfent  fome  time; 
probably  owing  to  the  repairs  which  the  mortar-boats  neceflarily 
demanded.  On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  they  however  renewed 
their  vifit,  much  earlier  than  was  cuftomary,  and  ftaid  upwards  of 
two  hours.  Their  lliot  feemed  all  dired:ed  at  our  prames,  whilfl 
their  fliells,  the  fufes  of  which  were  remarkably  dark,  were  thrown 
afliore.  They  fired  about  three  hundred  fhot,  and  twenty-three 
fhells,  killed  one  of  the  73d,  and  wounded  two  of  the  i2th.^  We 
returned  forty-three  £hot,  fixteen  grape,  and  two  hundred  and 
feventy-nine  fhells.  The  8  th,  two  mortars  were  mounted  in  the 
new  mortar-battery ;  and  from  the  pickets  marked  for  the  plat- 
forms, we  concluded  it  would  mount  eight  mortars.  In  the 
afternoon,    a  ihell  fell  into  a  houfe  in  town,    in  which  Enfign 

B  b  2  Stephens, 
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^oaV  Stephens,  of  the  39th,  was  fitting :  imagining  himfelf  not  fafe 
where  he  was,  he  quitted  the  room  to  get  to  a  more  fecure 
place;  but  juft  as  he  paffed  the  door,  the  ihell  burft,  and  a  fplinter 
mortally  wounded  him  in  the  reins,  and  another  took  off  his^ 
leg.  He  was  conveyed  to  the  Hofpital,  and  had  fufFered  ampu- 
tation before  the  furgeons  difcovered  the  mortal  wound  in  his 
body.  He  died  about  feven  o'clock,  much  regretted  as  a  promifing 
young  officer. 

The  Enemy's  parties  appearing  numerous  within  the  new  works, 
our  firing  from  the  Garrifon  was  increafed  on  the  nth,  and  was 
as  brifkly  returned.  The  Governor  however  ordered  the  artillery 
to  be  lefs  profufe  in  future,  unlefs  fome  cafualty  demanded  au  addi- 
tional fire ;  for  their  lofs,  he  was  of  opinion,  bore  no  proportion 
to  our  expenditure.  Our  fmall  ihells  were  alfo  decreafing  very  faft ; 
and  the.  Enemy  appeared  too  well  covered  with  traverfes  in  the  new 
works,  to  be  much  annoyed  by  them.  The  fucceeding  day  our 
fire  fcarcely  exceeded  a  hundred  rounds  ^  and  the  Enemy's  was 
equally  diminifhed. 

Their  naval  force  before  Gibraltar  at  this  time  was- rather  infig- 
nificant,  though  perfedlly  fufficient  for  the  blockade.  Moll  of  their 
xebeques  had  left  the  flation,  as  we  imagined,  to  block  up  Mahon ; 
and  only  one  line-of-battle  Ihip,  one  frigate,  one  xebeque,  and  two 
bomb -ketches,  with  the  fmall  craft  and  gun-boats,  remained  in  the 
Bay.  The  13th,  the  Governor  ordered  our  lower  batteries  to  be 
filent,  in  order  to  prove  whether  the  Enemy  could  be  diverted  from 
firing  on  the  Town,  as  their  batteries,  contrary  to  the  ufual  pradlice 
of  befiegers,  feemed  to  be  guided  in  a  great  meafure  by  ours  j 
and  the  manoeuvre  had  the  defired  effedt.  Their  parties  were  now 
employed  chiefly  in  finiihing  the  interior  part  of  the  new  mortar- 
battery. 

The 
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The  Garrifon,  on  the  15th,  fited  only  forty  rounds;  and  the  l^Sii 
Enemy  did  not  exceed  double  the  number.  The  night  of  the  i8th 
they  were  heard  hard  at  work  ;  but  this  circumftance  produced  no- 
additional  fire  from  us,  as  our  artillery  had  been  limited  to  a  certain' 
quantity  fince  the  Governor  ordered  the  firing  to  decreafe.  The 
fubfequent  morning  we  obferved  they  had  eredted  a  battery,  of  fix 
embrafures,  joining  the  fecond  branch  of  the. new  communication, 
and  bearing  on  Water  port  and  the  Town,  about  twelve  hundred- 
yards  from  the  Grand  battery  :  only  four  merlons  appeared  finifhed  : 
the  other  three  were  in  a  rude  ftate,  with  a  number  of  fafcines,' 
pickets,  and  planks  lying  about  the  work,  and  at  the  debouchure  of 
the  fourth  branch.  The  Governor,  in  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
ordered  a  warm  fire  on  the  new  battery,  which  the  Enemy  inftantly 
returned.  One  of  our  carcafies  fet  fire  to  the  firft  branch  of  the 
new  approach,  and  it  burnt  for  fome  time.  The  following  morn- 
ing we  found  they  had  removed  the  fand  to  extinguifli  the  fire,  and 
difplaced  many  of  the  fafcines,  which,  with  other  materials,  were'  • 
lying  in  a  confufed  manner  in  the  vicinity  of  the  breach:  - 

The  night  of  the  20th,  we  were  vifited  by  the  gun-boats ;  but- 
their  flay  was  much  fhorter  than  ufual,  owing  to  the  fpringing-up  of 
a  brilk  eallerly  wind  :  one  of  their  fhells  flightly  wounded  Affiftant- 
engineer  Evans.  This  attack  we  imagined  was  intended  to  engage 
our  attention  from  the  land  fide,  where  the  Enemy  were  heard 
bufily  at  work  :  it  had  not  however  that  effed,  as  our  batteries 
diredled  an  additional  fire,  and  continued  it  the  whole  night.  At 
day-break  we  found  they  had  repaired  the  breach  made  by  the  fire, 
and  ilrengthened  the  merlons  of  their  gun-battery  with  gabions  and 
fand  heaped  up  in  front.  . 

The  fituatioa  of  this  battery  afforded  a  more  ferrous  appearance 
than  any  operation  yet  undertaken  by  the  Enemy.     Colonel  Tovey, 

the 
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i^Si,  the  Commandant  of  artillery,  therefore  recommended  to  the  Gover- 
^g,^.^  nor  to  open  upon  it,  without  lofs  of  time,  from  fuch  heavy  guns 
and  howitzers  as  might  be  foon  brought  to  bear  upon  it ;  ailifled, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  fome  thirteen-inch  fhells,  and  a  few  red-hot 
fhot  from  an  eighteen-pounder  or  two.  The  following  morning  the 
Enemy  had  almofl  completed  the  battery  :  the  Governor  was  there- 
fore induced  to  comply  with  the  reprefentation  of  Colonel  Tovey, 
-and  ordered  the  upper  batteries,  &c.  to  be  opened  on  the  Enemy's 
works,  and  to  continue  to  fire  from  his  diredlion.  About  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  (a  captain  and  two  fubalterns, 
with  the  artillery  picquet,  manning  the  lower  batteries)  the  firing 
commenced,  and  was  continued  with  unremitting  fpirit  and  regularity 
■the  remainder  of  the  evening  and  night.  The  Enemy,  in  return, 
difcharged  repeated  vollies  from  their  lines  ;  but  to  little  purpofe. 
Our  artillery  foon  drove  them  from  the  battery,  which  frequently 
was  fet  on  fire  by  the  carcafTes,  but  extinguilhed.  On  the  morning 
of  the  23d  we  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that,  notwithllanding 
the  heavy  fire  kept  upon  it  in  the  night,  five  of  the  embrafures  were 
maiked  with  fand-bags,  to  enable  the  whole  better  to  refift  the  efi^edt 
of  our  fhells.  The  work  was  neverthelefs  confiderably  damaged, 
though  not  in  a  degree  equal  to  our  expence  in  ammunition.  The 
firing  at  noon  was  therefore  ordered  to  ceafe,  as  we  had  expended 
fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-fix  fhot,    five  hundred  and  thirty  fhells, 

(moil:  of  a  heavy  nature,)  ten  carcafles,  and  two  light  balls. It 

mufl  appear  almofl  incredible,  that  a  battery  at  fuch  a  diflance  fhould 
be  able  to  refifl  fuch  heavy  ordnance,  without  being  levelled  to  the 
ground ;  but  indeed  few  works  were  ever  eredled  fo  flrong  and  com- 
padl.  The  St.  Carlos's  battery  was  filent  the  whole  time;  and  from 
the  lines  they  returned  a  thoufand  and  twelve  fhot,  and  three  hundred 
and  two  fhells.  Our  lofs  was  not  very  great ',  but  on  the  Enemy's 
fide,  many  were  obferved  to  fall,  and  feveral  to  be  carried  into  the 
lines :  their  gallantry,  we  may  therefore  imagine,  coft  them  dear. 

The 
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The  fucceeding  night  they  repaired  the  damage  done  by  our  fire,  1781. 
and  eredled  two  traverfes  in  the  rear  of  the  gun-battery  :  it  is  probable 
they  were  working  alfo  on  the  platforms  :  and  during  the  two  fol- 
lowing nights  they  ftrengtl'.ened  it  with  other  additions.  The  25th 
the  Enemy's  fire  was  rather  fingular.  In  the  afternoon,  about  nine^ 
their  batteries,  for  near  an  hour  and  a  half,  difcharged  repeated  falvos 
from  both  cannon  and  mortars ;  not  dire<£ling  their  fire  to  any  par- 
ticular objedl,  but  fcattering  their  fhot  in  every  diredlion  towards  the 
Garrifon,  and  burfting  the  fliells  principally  in  the  air.  In  the 
afternoon,  about  three,  this  mode  of  firing  was  repeated,  and  con- 
tinued nearly  the  fame  time.  The  26th,  Lieut.  Vicars,  of  the  56th, 
was  nightly  wounded  in  the  Lines. 

The  night  of  the  29th,  a  brifk  cannonade  was  heard  towards  ther 
weft }  and  foon  after,  by  the  moon,  we  difcovered  a  cutter  engagin  g 
a  frigate,  a  xebeque,  and  feveral  gun-boats.  The  cutter  anfwered  a 
fignal  made  from  the  Brilliant  at  the  commencement  of  the  adlion, 
by  which  we  knew  her  to  be  a  friend.  After  the  engagement  had 
continued  very  warm  for  a  confiderable  time,  the  firing  ceafed,  and 
fhe  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  fo  fuperior  a  force.  The  fucceeding 
night,  the  Unicorn  cutter  arrived,  and  four  boats  from  Faro  :  the  for- 
mer informed  us,  that  fhe  parted  company  with  feveral  cutters  bound 
for  Gibraltar.  The  fruit,  &c.  brought  in  the  Portuguefe  boats,  was 
immediately  purchafed  by  the  Governor,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick  in  the 
Hofpitals  :  and  fome  of  the  crew  were  confined,  being  fufpeded  to 
come  as  fpies.  The  31ft,  the  Enemy's  Engineers  were  obferved 
placing  pickets  to  the  weflward  of  the  fix-gun  battery ;  apparently 
with  a  view  of  extending  that  work.  Since  our  laft  attack  upon  it, 
the  firing  on  both  fides  was  much  diminifhed.  In  the  courfe  of  the  - 
month,  three  men  deferted  from  the  Garrifon. 


The 
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'781.  The  night  of  the  2d  of  November,  the  fignal  was  made  for  the 

i--v^    approach  of  the  Enemy's  gun  and  mortar  boats,   which  for  fome 

.  time  had  not  paid  us  the  regular  vifits  they  formerly  did ;  owing,  as 
I   have   remarked  before,    to    the   repairs  which   the   boats   muft 

.  neceffarily  demand  :  but  the  Vanguard  and  Repulfe  prames  firing 
feveral  fhot,  they  retired.  The  3d,  the  Fortune  prame,  mounting 
five  twenty-fix-pounders,  was  towed  out,  and  moored  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Vanguard.  The  next  day,  about  feven  in  the 
evening,  thirteen  gun  and  fix  mortar-boats  fired  brifkly  upon  the 
'Garrifon,  feconded  by  the  Lines  :  they  ilaid  near  an  hour  and  a  half, 
and  threw  a  vaft  number  of  ihells ;  but  few  were  directed  towards 
our  cam-p.  Lieut.  John  Frazer,  of  the  73d,  had  his  leg  (hot  off  on 
Montague's  baftion  j  and  Lieut.  Edgar,  of  the  56th,  was  w^ounded 
■with  fplinters  of  fiones.  Two  of  the  58th  and  73d  were  likewife 
wounded.  The  Enemy  continued,  on  the  6th  and  7th,  to  make 
fome  few  alterations,  and  colledl  fafcines,  gabions,  and  other  mate- 
rials at  their  Jines,  and  various  parts  of  the  approaches.  The  paral- 
lel they  alfo  ftrengthened ;  but  the  fix-gun  battery  ftill  remained 
mafked  with  fand-bags. 

As  It  appeared  of  greater  confequence,  at  this  period,  to  annoy 
the  Enemy  from  the  Queen's  battery  at  the  Old-mole  head,  which 
formed  an  excellent  crofs-fire  with  the  other  batteries,  than  to  fire  into 
tbeir  camp  j  the  mortars  ufed  for  the  latter  purpofe  were  removed, 
and  the  maflied  embrafures  at  the  extremity,  v/ith  tv/o  others  adjoin- 
ing, were  ordered  to  be  opened,  and  fo  altered  as  to  admit  of  four 
howitzers  bearing  on  the  nev/  battery.  During  the  night  of  the  1 1  th, 
the  Enemy  erecfled  an  additional  battery  of  fix  embrafures,  weftward 
of  the  other,  where  the  pickets  were  obferved  at  the  clofeoflafi: 
month.  This  work  was  retired  a  few  yards,  but  joined  the  extre- 
.mity  of  the  fhoulder  of  the  old  battery,  and  extended  almoft  in 
the  fame  diredtion  towards  the  beach.     It  appeared  very  ilrong, 

and 
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and  feemed  to  be  intended  againfl;  the  Old-mole  head,  and  Water     '781  > 
port.  I— v^ 

During  the  night  of  the  12th,  many  fignals  were  made  in  the 
Gut  and  along  the  Coaft.  In  the  morning  we  obferved  a  cutter 
{landing  for  the  Bay :  a  xebeque  and  three  gun-boats  attempted  to 
intercept  her,  but  fhe  got  in  without  firing  a  gun.  She  was  called 
the  Phcenix,  and  was  laden,  on  government  account,  with  ord- 
nance ftores.  Col.  Rofs,  who  had  left  the  Garrifon  fome  months 
before,  was  a  pafTenger,  and  returned  to  take  the  command  of  his 
regiment,  the  yad,  or  Royal  Mancheiler  Volunteers.  The  Lieu- 
tenant who  commanded  the  cutter,  informed  us  that  he  parted 
company  with  two  others,  deftined  for  the  Garrifon,  on  the  nth; 
at  which  time  one  of  thern  was  engaged  with  two  of  the  Enemy's 
cruifers.  In  the  afternoon  fome  fignals  were  made  at  Algeziras  j 
and  a  cutter  was  obferved  {landing  in  for  the  Bay,  chafed  by  a  frigate  j 
whence  we  confequently  concluded  it  mufl  be  one  of  the  two  men- 
tioned by  the  Phoenix.  At  this  time  feveral  gun-boats  were  cruifing 
off  Cabrita  Point  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bay,  waiting  to  intercept 
her.  In  the  Straits  the  wind  was  W.  but  N.  W.  in  the  Bav,  and 
not  very  flrong.  About  fix  in  the  evening  fhe  came  up  with  the 
gun-boats  and  an  armed  xebeque :  a  fmart  engagement  immediately 
commenced.  Whilfl  fhe  was  retarded  by  thefe,  a  fecond  divifion  of 
gun-boats  from  Algeziras  cut  her  oft  from  the  Garrifon ;  and  the 
frigate  coming  up,  after  a  mofl  vigorous  and  refolute  refinance, 
flie  flruck.  When  fhe  firfl  appeared,  fix  barges  were  ordered  from 
our  frigates  to  afUfl  her,  and  a  fignal  was  hoifled  on  board  the  Bril- 
liant, which  fhe  anfwered.  The  boats  rowed  out  a  confiderable  way, 
and,  the  evening  being  dark,  found  themfelves  amongfl  the  Enemy's 
gun-boats,  from  whom,  with  fome  difficulty,  they  extricated  them- 
felves.    The  fubfequent  morning  we  had  the  mortification  to  fee  the 
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'781.     cutter  towed  into  Algeziras  by  five  gun- boats,  with  colours  flying, 
and  other  inarks  of  exultation  and  triumph. 

The  Enemy  about  this  time  adopted  the  mode  of  cutting  the 
fufes  of  their  {hells,  fo  that  moil  of  them  which  were  fired  for  a 
long  range  burfi;  in  the  air.  They  continued  their  pradice  of 
making  fignals  at  the  tower  above  the  Quarry,  whenever  our  parties 
were  afifembled,  or  appeared  at  work  :  and  the  fhot  were  in  general 
better  direded  than  before;  but  their  effedls  againft  the  works  were 
confiderably  weakened  by  pieces  of  junk  hung  over  the  merlons  of 
the  batteries.  Our  workmen  were  chiefly  employed  at  Willis's,  in 
repairing  the  Tower-battery,  &c.  and  at  the  Old  mole.  Other 
detachments  were  alfo  engaged  in  various  duties  on  the  north  front; 
The  night  of  the  15th,  the  Enemy  lengthened  the  parallel  con- - 
fiderably,  and,  the  fucceeding  night,  made  further  additions.  In  the 
forenoon  of  the  i6th,  a  long-ranged  fhell,  from  the  St.  Carlos  s  ,. 
battery,  burfl  in  the  air  over  Hardy  town, .  and  a  fplinter  of  it  flew 
into  the  fea,  beyond  Buena-Vifta,  a  diftance  of  more  than  three 
miles.  Another  Oiell  fell,  in  the  courfe  of  the  morning,  at  the 
foot  of  a  wine-houfe,  fouth  of  the  barracks  ;  and  ieveral  burft  high 
in  the  air  over  fouth  fhed.  We  attributed  thefe  uncommon  Icng 
ranges  to  the  force  of  the  wind,  which,  blowing  in  the  fam.e 
direftion  in  which  the  {hells  were  thrown,  undoubtedly  increafed 
their  velocity.  Mr.  Tinling,  afliftant  engineer,  was  wounded  the 
fame  day  at  Willis's,  A  boat  arrived  on  the  iSth  from  Faro  :  the 
crew  were  feparately  examined,  before  they  were  permitted  the 
liberty  of  the  Garrifon.  The  patron  of  this  boat  informed  us^ 
that  ftven  cutters,  deftined.  foi*  Gibraltar,  had  been  taken  by  the . 
Spaniards. 

Two  deferters  came  In,  about  feven  in  the  evening  of  the  20th; 
one  a  corporal,    the  other  a  private  in  the  Walon  guards.     The 

former 
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former  appeared  to  be  very  intelligent,  and  informed  us  of  many  1781. 
circumftances  with  which  we  were  not  before  acquainted.  The  »-.-n<^ 
new  mortar- battery,  he  faid,  was  called  St.  Pafchal's  ;  and  cor- 
roborated our  intelligence,  that  it  mounted  two  mortan  and  fix 
elevated  guns.  The  two  fix-gun  batteries  were  named  St.  Martin's. 
He  further  acquainted  us,  that  the  camp  was  principally  compofed 
of  militia  regiments  :  that  the  men  were  much  diffatisiied  with  their 
fituation,  and  greatly  haralTed  in  railing  the  additional  batteries  : 
that  they  had  fuffered  lately  very  fevere  loffes  from  our  fire  ;  parti- 
cularly inflancing  the  2 2d  and  23d  of  the  preceding  month,  when 
kvtn.  officers  and  eighty  men  were  killed  and  wounded.  One  of 
the  latter  was  an  engineer  of  rank,  who  died  three  days  afterwards. 
We  had  remarked,  in  the  courfe  of  the  above  firing,  an  officer  to  be 
particularly  atTtive,  which  we  now  found  to  be  this  engineer  :  he 
braved,  for  a  confiderable  time,  the  dangers  of  the  day,  but  at 
length  fell,  and  was  carried  off.  This  deferter  gave  the  Governor 
further  information,  refpefting  the  ftrength  and  arrangement  of  their 
guards ;  and  the  next  morning  was  conduced  to  Willis's,  where  he 
defcribed  to  him  various  parts  of  the  Enemy's  works  and  camp.  It 
had  always  been  cuftomary  for  the  Governor  to  detain  the  deferters 
at  the  Convent  a  few  days,  till  he  was  fufficiently  informed  of  every 
particular;  but  thefe  he  immured  fo  clofe,  that,  excepting  fome 
general  information,  the  Garrifon  had  an  opportunity  of  learnino- 
but  few  circumftances,  till  an  event  took  place,  which  will  pre- 
fently  be  related. 

The  firing  from  both  fides  varied  as  obje^ls  offered.  Many  of 
the  Enemy's  fliells  ranged  as  far  as  the  South  barracks  ;  and  others, 
agreeably  to  their  newly-adopted  plan,  burft  in  tlie  air.  The 
morning  of  the  22d,  a  foldier  of  the  58th  regiment,  who  had  been 
mifl:ing  feveral  days,  was  ittn  to  go  into  Fort  Barbara,  from  behind 
the  rock.     The  following  day  the  Enemy  mounted  guns  in  the 
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17^''  St.  Martia's  battery ;  and  a  party  was  employed  in  completing  the- 
lix-eaftern  embrafures,  which  were  now  unmafked.  We  kept  upon- 
them  our  ufual  fire  of  fmall  fhells  from  Willis's  and  the  upper 
batteries ;  but  the  lower  ordnance  were  filent.  Jn  the  courfe  of  the 
day  the  Governor  reconnoitred  the  Enemy's  works;  and  it  was 
reported  that  all  the  batteries  were  to  be  again  opened  upon  them, 
as  foon  as  the  four  embrafures  for  the  howitzers,  at  the  Old-mole 
head,  were  completed. 

The  night  of  the  23d,  the  beliegers  added  to  the  parallel  a  return 
of  callc-work  to  the  wefl :  it  appeared  very  flight  and  trifling.    The 
two  fucceeding  days,  their  parties  were  very  adlive  in  finifhing  the 
batteries,,  which,  on  the  26th,  exhibited  a  perfed:  and  formidable 
appearance.     This  was  the  criiis  which  the  Governor  confidered  as 
proper  to  fruftrate  all  their  views,   by  deflroying  thefe  ftupendous 
works,  the  conftruftion  of  which  had  coft  them  fuchimmenfe  labour-- 
and  expence.     By  the  deferters  who  came  in  on  the  20th  inftants, 
he  was  acquainted  with  the-  inadtivity  which  prevailed  throughaut , 
the  Enemy's  campj  and  with  the  ftrength  of  their  advanced  guards. 
Lulled  into  fecurity  by  their  fuperiority  of  force,  they  never  fufpedted 
the  Garrifon  capable  of  attempting  fo  bold  and  hazardous  a  roz^^-^e'- 
mm'fi^     The  Governor,  however,  fecretly  conceived  this  important 
defign,  and  never  imparted  his  intention  till  the  evening  in  which  it  . 
was  put  in  execution.. 

The  gates  were  no  fooner  Hiut,  after  iirft  gun-firing,  on  the 
evening  of  the  26th,  than  he  ordered  a  confidei-able  detachment. 
to  affemble  on  the  Red  fands  at  midnight,  with  devils,  fire-faggotSj. 
and  working  implements,  to  make  a  fortie  on  the  Enemy's  bat- 
teries. The  General,  Field,  and  other  officers  to  be  employed  on 
this  fervice,  v/ere  convened  in  the  interim,  and  the  difpofition  of 
attack  communicated  :  but,  left  fome  matters  might  have  efcaped 

him 


SIEGE    OP    GIBRALTAR.  197 

him  in  the  multiplicity  of  arrangements,  the  Governor  delired  every     1781 
perfon  to  propofe,   without  reftraint,    whatever  would,    in  his  or 
their  opinion,  further  promote  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife.     The 
following  are  the  heads  of  the  orders  ilTued  on  this  occafion. 


"EVENING     GARRISON-ORDERS. 

Gibraltar,  Nov.  26,    1781. 

"  Counterfign,  Steady, 

**  All  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  Garrifon,  and  all 
"  the  men  of  the  12th  and  Hardenberg's  regiments,  officers,  and 
"  non-commiffioned  officers  now  on  duty,  to  be  immediately 
"  relieved,  and  join  their  regiments  :  to  form  a  detachment, 
*'  confining  of  the  12th  and  Hardenberg's  regiments  complete, 
"  the  grenadiers  and  light-inflmtry  of  all  the  other  regiments, 
"-(which  are  to  be  completed  to  their  full  eftablifliment  from  the 
"  battalion  companies  j)  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  ten  non- 
"'commiffioned  officers,  and.  a  hundred  artillery;  and  three  en- 
"  gineers,  feven  officers,  and  twelve  non-commiffioned  officers 
"  overfeers;  with  a  hundred  and  fixty  workmen  from  the  Line, 
"  and  forty  workmen  from  the  artificer  company.  Each  man  to 
"  have  thirty-fix  rounds  of  ammunition,  with  a  good  flint  in  his 
"  piece,  and  another  in  his  pocket.  No -drums  to  go  out,  except- 
"  ing  two  with  each  of  the  regiments.  No  volunteers  will  be 
"  allowed.  The  whole  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
"  Rofs ;  and  to  afi'emble  on  the  Red  fands  at  twelve  o'clock  this 
"  night,  to  make  a  Sortie  upon  the  Enemy's  batteries.  The.^gth 
"  and  58th  regiments  to  parade  at  the  fame  hour  on  the  Grand 
"  parade,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Pidon,  to 
<•''  fuflain  the  fortie  if  neceffary.". 

These- 


178 1. 
Nov. 


1-98 


HISTORY    OF    THE    LATE 


These  were  the  principal  orders  for  forming  the  detachment. 
At  midnight  the  whole  were  affembled  ;  and  being  joined  by  a  hun- 
dred failors,  commanded  by  Lieuts.  Muckle  and  Campbell,  the 
detachment  was  divided  into  three  columns,  agreeably  to  the  fol- 
lowing difpofition. 


Left  Column, 
Lieut.  Col.  Trigge. 


O.S.D 

7 2d  Grenadiers  4 
jid  Lc.  Infantry  4 
Sailors.withan  | 

Engineer       j  ^ 
Artillery     -    - 


R.& 
F. 

5    O    lOI 

5  o  101 


3  o   100 


4  o     35 


I2thR.-giment    26    28    Z    430!  Enginr^ith Workmen  6  I4 

S8thLt.Infantry3     30     57  Urtillery         -  2  4 

j  56th  Grenadiers  3  3 

I  58th  Grenadiers  3  3 


Centre  Column, 

Lieut.  Col.Daclieiihaufen,  and 

Major  Maxwell. 

The  Rcferve. 

3     3     57 

3  3     57 

4  5   i°i 
4     s   loi 

150 
40 
57 
57 


39th  Grenadiers 
39th  Lt.  Infantry 
73d  Grenadiers 
73d  Lt.  Infantry 


Right  Column, 
Lieut.  Col.  Hugo. 


O.S.D.^-^ 


7    o   71 


2  824 


28  40  620 


Reden'sGrena- 

dicrs 
La  Motte's         1  ^ 

Grenadiers     S  ^ 

Engr  with  Workmen  4     6     O     50 

Artillery  i     2    o    25 

Hardenbersr's  7    ^  e. 

Regiment    j '^  34    ^  296 

56th  Lt.  Infantry  3    3    o    57 
30  59    2  570 


In  the  total  of  the  columns.  Brigadier  Rofs,  with  feveral  officers 
who  accompanied  him  as  Aide-de-camps,  are  not  included. 


•5  <-> 


f  Exdufive  of  tlie 
Total  out  with  the  Sortie    13     3    26  60  14  o     3     00     2   147      5   1914^  Sailois  from  the 

(_  Frigates, 
Sick  in  Hofpital  000       i      I      10000028      6     :;^y 

Remaining  in  Garrifoii     55     5     45    71  31  3     7     8  9  14  266  181    2531 

Total  firength  of  ^^ll~~  "  '         ~  f  Total  ftrength, 

Garnion  before  the  V-6  8     8     72132  46  3  10     8  9  16  441  191  5002-4  ^ 

Sortie  3  ^  5952- 


The 
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The  detachment  being  formed  in  three  lines,  the  right  column  in      '781, 

_     _  Nov. 

the  rear,  and  the  left  in  the  front,  tools  for  demolifhing  the  works    v-nr^«» 
were  delivered  to  the  workmen,  and  the  following  diredlions  for  their 
deilination  communicated  to  the  principal  officers. 

"  The  right  column  to  lead  and  march  through  Forbes's  barrier, 
**  for  the  extremity  of  the  parallel ;  keeping  the  eaflern  fences  of 
"  the  gardens  clofe  on  their  left.  The  centre  immediately  to  fol- 
"  low,  marching  through  Bay-fide  barrier,  and  direding  their  route 
"  through  the  gardens  for  the  mortar-batteries.  The  left  column 
"  to  bring  up  the  rear,  marching  along  the  Strand  for  the  gun-bat- 
"  teries.  No  perfon  to  advance  before  the  front,  unlefs  ordered  by 
"  the  officer  commanding  the  column  :  and  the  moft  profound 
"  filence  to  be  obferved,  as  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife  may  depend 
**  thereon.  The  I2th  and  Hardenberg's  regiments  to  form  in  front 
"  of  the  works,  as  fuflaining  corps  j  and  are  to  detach  to  the 
"  right  and  left,  as  occafion  may  require.  The  referve  to  take 
"  poft  in  the  fartheft  gardens.  When  the  works  are  carried,  the 
*•  attacking  troops  are  to  take  up  their  ground  in  the  following 
"  manner.  The  grenadiers  of  Reden's  and  La  Motte's  behind 
"  the  parallel  ;  the  39th  and  73d  flank  companies,  along  the 
"  front  of  the  fourth  branch  j  and  the  yzd  grenadiers  and  light- 
"  infantry,  .with  their  right  to  the  fourth  branch,  and  left  to  the 
*'  beach." 

By  the  time  the  deftination  of  the  columns  was  made  known  to 
the  different  officers,  and  other  arrangements  had  taken  place,  the 
morning  of  the  27th  was  far  advanced  ;  and  as  the  moon  had  then 
nearly  finiflied  her  nightly  courfe,  the  detachment,  about  a  quarter 
before  three  o'clock,  began  its  march,  by  files  from  the  right  of 
the  rear' line,  for  the  attack.  Although  nothing  could  exceed  the 
filence  and  attention  of  the  troops,   the  Elnemy's  advanced  fe.ntries 

difcovered 
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5781,  difcovered  the  right  column  before  they  paffed  Forbes's  barrier, 
u-v-io  and  after  challenging,  fired  upon  them.  Lieut.  Col.  Hugo,  finding 
they  were  alarmed,  immediately  formed  the  attacking  corps,  and 
pufhed  on  at  a  briik  pace  for  the  extremity  of  the  parallel ;  there 
finding  no  oppofition,  he  took  pofleflion,  and  the  pioneers  began 
to  difmantle  the  works.  Part  of  Hardenberg's  regiment,  which 
was  attached  to  tKis  column,  niiftook  the  route  of  the  grenadiers, 
owing  to  the  dark-aefs  of  the  morning  j  and  in  purfuing  their  own, 
found  themfelves,  before  they  difcovered  their  error,  in  front  of  the 
-St.  Carlos's  battery.  In  this  dilemma,  no  other  alternative  offered 
but  preffing  forwards,  which  they  gallantly  did,  sfter  receiving  the 
Enemy's  fire.  Upon  mounting  the  parapet,  the  Enemy  precipi- 
tately retreated,  and  with  great  difficulty  they  defcended  the  (tupen- 
dous  work,  forming  with  their  left  to  the  Tower.  They  were  thus 
fituated,  when  Lieut.  Col.  Dachenhaufen,  at  the  head  of  the  39th 
flank  companies,  entered  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  and  naturally 
miflaking  them  for  his  opponents,  fired,  and  wounded  fevei-al. 
Further  mifchief  was  however  prevented  by  the  counterfign;  and  the 
Hanoverians  joined  the  remainder  of  their  corps,  which  now  formed 
en pote?ice,  in  front  of  the  parallel.  The  73d  flank  companies  were 
equally  fuccefsful  in  their  attacks  j  and  Lieut.  Col.  Trigge,  with 
the  grenadiers,  and  light  company  of  the  jzd  regiment,  carried  the 
gun-batteries  with  great  gallantry.  The  ardour  of  the  alfailants 
was  irrefiftible.  The  Enemy  on  every  fide  gave  way,  abandoning 
in  an  inftant,  and  with  the  utmofl:  precipitation,  thofe  works  which 
had  cofl:  them  fo  much  expence,  and  employed  fo  many  months  to 
perfect. 

Wken  our  troops  had  taken  pofleflion,  the  attacking  corps  formed, 
agreeably  to  their  orders,  to  repel  any  attempt  which  the  Enemy 
might  make  to  prevent  the  deftruilion  of  the  works,  whilfl:  the 
1 2th  regiment  took  pofl:  in  front  of  the  St,  Carlos's  battery,   to 

fuftain 
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fuflain  the  weftern  attack  ;  and  the  referve,  under  Major  Maxwell,      1781, 

•  r-      1  J  Nov. 

drew  up  in  the  farther  gardens.  The  exertions  01  the  workmen  and  ^--v-«- 
artillery  were  wonderful.  The  batteries  were  foon  in  a  flate  for 
the  fire-faggots  to  operate ;  and  the  flames  fpread  with  aftonifhing 
rapidity  into  every  part.  The  column  of  fire  and  fmoke  which 
rolled  from  the  works,  beautifully  illuminated  the  troops  and  neigh- 
bouring objedis,  forming  all  together  a  coup-d'ceil  not  poffible  to  be 
defcribed. 

In  an  hour  the  objedl  of  the  Sortie  was  fully  effe£ted ;  and  trains 
being  laid  to  the  magazines.  Brigadier  Rofs  ordered  the  advanced 
corps  to  withdraw,  and  the  fuflaining  regiments  to  cover  their 
retreat :  but,  by  fome  overfight,  the  barrier  at  Forbes's  was  locked, 
after  the  flank  companies  had  returned ;  v/hich  might  have  proved  of 
ferious  confequences  to  Hardenberg's  regiment,  as  they  were,  from 
that  circumftance,  under  the  necefllty  of  following  the  12th  regi- 
ment through  Bay-fide.* 

Several  fmall  quantities  of  powder  took  fire  whilfl  the  de- 
tachment -was  on  its  retreat ;  and  juft:  as  the  rear  had  got  within 
the  Garrifon,  the  principal  magazine  blew  up  with  a  tremendous 
explofion ;  throwing  up  vaft  pieces  of  timber,  which,  failing  into 
the  flames,  added  to  the  general  conflagration.  Although  the 
Enemy  muft  have  been  early  alarmed,  not  the  fmalleft  efibrt  was 
•-made  to  fave  or  avenge  their  works.  Ths  fugitives  feemed  to  com- 
municate a  panic  to  the  whole ;  and,  inftead  of  annoying  our  troops 
from  the  flanking  forts,  their  artillery  direded  a  ridiculous  fire 
towards  the  Town  and  our  upper  batteries,  whence  we  continued  a 

D  d  warm 

•  It  was  not  a  little  fingular,  that  thefe  two  regiments,  wliich  at  the  memorable  battle  of 
Minden  had  fought  by  each  other's  fide,  and,  according  to  the  natural  courfe  of  events,  could 
never  expeft  to  meet  again,  fhould  be  employed  a  fecond  time  on  the  fame  occafion,  and  be 
the  only  entire  regiments  out. 
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1781,  warm  and  well-ferved  difcharge  of  round  ifhot  on  their  forts  and 
barrier.  Only  two  officers  and  lixteen  privates  were  taken  prifoners  j 
and  little  oppofition  being  made,  very  few  were  killed  in  the  works. 
The  guard,  from  the  befl  information,  confifted  of  one  captain, 
three  fubalterns,  and  feventy-four  privates,  including  the  artil- 
lery. 

Thus  was  this  important  attack  executed  beyond  the  moft  fan- 
guine  expedlations  of  every  one.  The  event  challenges  greater 
admiration,  when  we  reflect  that  the  batteries  were  diftant  near  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Garrifon,  and  only  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  a  belieging  Enemy's  lines,  mounting  one  hundred  and 
thirty-iive  pieces  of  heavy  artillery.  The  detachment  had  four  pri- 
vates killed  ;  Lieut.  Tweedie,  of  the  12th  regiment,  with  twenty- 
four  non-commiffioned  and  privates,  wounded  ;  and  one  miffing, 
fuppofed  to  be  left  wounded  in  the  batteries.  Of  this  number,. 
Hardenberg's  regiment  had  two  killed  and  twelve  wounded.  The 
ordnance  fpiked  in  the  Enemy's  works  amounted  to  ten  thirteen- 
inch  mortars,  and  eighteen  twenty-fix- pounders. 

General  Eliott's  anxiety  on  the  occafion  would  not  permit 
him  to  wait  the  ifiTue  within  the  Garrifon ;  but  acquainting  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  with  his  intention,  he  accompanied  the  Sortie,  and 
exprefled  the  highefl  approbation  of  their  behaviour  by  the  follow- 
ing public  orders  :  that  "  the  bravery  and  condud  of  the  whole 
"  detachment.  Officers,  Sailors,  and  Soldiers,  on  the  glorious  occa- 
'*  fion,  furpafled  his  utmoft  acknowledgements." 

Although  the  attack  was  not  totally  exempted  from  thofe  little 
derangements  which  naturally  attend  night  expeditions  of  this 
nature,  yet,  to  the  honour  of  the  whole,  neither  mufquet,  working- 
tool,  nor  other  implement,  was  left  behind  :  a  volunteer  indeed  of 

the 
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the  73d  regiment  loft  his  kelt  in  the  attack,  which  the  Governor  '7^'» 
being  acquainted  with,  promifed  him  a  fubftitute  in  return  j  and 
not  long  afterwards  prefented  him  with  a  commiffion  in  an  efta- 
bliihed  corps.  When  our  troops  entered  the  batteries,  the  written 
report  of  the  commanding  officer  was  found  in  one  of  the  fplinter- 
proofs,  which,  when  the  guard  was  relieved,  was  intended  to  liave 
been  fent  to  the  Spanifh  General.  The  report  expreffed  that 
*'  nothing  extraordinary  had  happened/'  which,  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  the  captain  had  been  a  little  premature  in  writing. 
The  annexed  Plan,  with  the  references,  will  explain  whatever  may 
be  deficient  in  the  narrative. 


References  to  the  Plan  of  the  SORTIE. 


A.  Mortar-batteries  in  the  Enemy's  Lines. 

B.  Gun-batteries. 

C  I.  C  2.  C  3.  C  4.  C  5.  The  different  branches  of  their  Line  of 
Approach  to  the  advanced  works ;  with  traverfes. 

D.  The  Parallel,  or  eaftern  branch. 

E.  The    St.    Martin's    batteries,     mounting    twelve    tvventy-lix- 

pounders. 

F.  The  St.  Pafchal's  battery,  mounting  two  thirteen-inch  mortars 

and  fix  twenty-fix  pounders,  elevated  on  frames,  to  annoy 
our  camp. 

G.  The  St.   Carlos's,   or  Mill-Battery,  mounting  eight  thirteen- 

inch  mortars  ;  with  two  places  d'armes  on  its  flanks. 

H.  The  pofition  of  the  yad  flank  companies,  after  taking  pofleflion 
of  the  gun-batteries. 

I.  The  39th  flank  companies,  after  florraing  the  St.  Carlos's  bat- 
tery. 

D  d  2  K. 
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i2ot'  ■^*  '^^^  poiition.  of  the  73d  grenadiers  and  light-infantry,  when 
the  former  had  driven  the  Enemy  from  the  centre  guard- 
houfe,  and  the  latter  had  obliged  them  to  evacuate  the.  St. 
Pafchal's  battery.  n;H  sri  i 

L,  The  divifion  of  Hardenberg's  regiment,  which  miftook  their 
route,  and  entered  the  Enemy's  works. 

M.  Reden's  and  De  La  Motte's  grenadiers  formed,  after  taking 
poffeffion  of  the  eaftern  parallel. 

N.  Queen's  battery  (Willis's). 

O.  Princefs  Anne's,  ditto. 

P.  Princefs  Amelia's,  ditto. 

Q^  Princefs  Caroline's,  ditto.. 

R.  Catalan  batteries,  ditto. 

S.  Queen  Charlotte's,  ditto. 

T.  Tower-battery, 

V.  Farringdon's  battery. 

W.  Green's  lodge,  with  the  Terrace  batteries  below  k^ 

X.  Royal  battery. 

Y.  Rock  mortar,  and  Levant  Royal  batteries. 

Z.  Two  battalions,  under  Brigadier  Pi(Son,  ready  to  fupport  the 
fortie  if  neceflary. 

Before  the  detachment  returned  from  the  Neutral  ground,  Lieut; 
Col.  Tovey,  of  the  artillery,  died.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Major 
Lewis  in  the  command  of  that  department. 

The  night  of  the  27th,  the  Enemy  were  alarmed  with  an  explo- 
fion  in  the  ruins  of  their  batteries  ;  and  immediately  directed  a  fmart 
difcharge  of  mufquetry,  with  ground  and  grape  fhot,  towards  the 
Ipot.  We  imagined  they  fufpefted  that  we  had  made  a  fecond 
fally,  to  finifli  the  deftrudtion  of  what  remained ;  and  their  error 
probably  would  have  continued  fome  time,  had  they  not  been 
''  undeceived 
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Nov.'  ^"  '^^^  pofition.  of  the  73d  grenadiers  and  light-infantry,  when- 
the  former  had  driven  the  Enemy  from  the  centre  guard- 
houfe,  and  the  latter  had  obliged  them  to  evacuate  the  St. 
■    Pafchal's  battery. 

L.  The  divilion  of  Hardenberg's  regiment,  which  miflook  their 
route,  and  entered  the  Enemy's  works. 

M.  Reden's  and  De  La  Motte's  grenadiers  formed,  after  taking 
polTeffion  of  the  eaftern  parallel. 

N.  Queen's  battery  (Willis's)* 

O.  Princefs  Anne's,  ditto. 

P.  Princefs  Amelia's,  ditto. 

Q^  Princefs  Caroline's,  ditto.. 

R.  Catalan  batteries,  ditto.  .    ^,  r; 

S.  Queen  Charlotte's,  ditto,  jov-o- 

T.  Tower-battery.. 

V.  Farringdon's  battery. 

W.  Green's  lodge,  with  the  Terrace  batteries  below  It^ 

X.  Royal  battery. 

Y.  Rock  mortar,  and  Levant  Royal  batteries. 

Z.  Two  battalions,  under  Brigadier  PJ<Son,  ready  to  fupport  the 
fortie  if  neceffary. 

Before  the  detachment  returned  from  the  Neutral  ground,  Lieut. 
Col.  Tovey,  of  the  artillery,  died.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Major 
Levns  in  the  command  of  that  department. 

The  night  of  the  27th,  the  Enemy  were  alarmed  with  an  explo- 
fion  in  the  ruins  of  their  batteries  ;  and  immediately  directed  a  fmart 
difcharge  of  mufquetry,  with  ground  and  grape  Ihot,  towards  the 
ipot.  We  imagined  they  fufpefted  that  we  had  made  a  fecond 
fally,  to  finifh  the  deftruftion  of  what  remained ;  and  their  error 
probably  would  have  continued  fome  time,  had  they  not  been 
'      '  ^  undeceived 
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undeceived  by  our  throwing  a  fhell  amongft  the  ruins  j  after  which  «78*» 
they  inftantly  ceafed.  By  the  number  of  lights  feen  in  their  camp, 
we  had  reafon  to  conclude  that  their  army  alTembled  on  the  alarm. 
The  Enemy  had  not  yet  thought  proper  to  take  any  meafures 
towards  extinguifhing  the  flames,  but  avenged  themfelves  by  a  briik 
cannonade  upon  the  Town.  In  their  camp  feveral  men  were  exe- 
cuted, who  probably  might  be  fome  of  the  unfortunate  adtors  in  the 
late  difgrace.  The  30th,  their  batteries  continued  burning  in  five 
different  places :  when  they  ceafed  to  fmoke,  the  works  feemed. 
completely  deftroyed,  nothing  but  heaps  of  fand  remaining.  Five 
difmounted  mortars  could  be  feen  in  the  St.  Carlos's  battery  from 
the  fummit  of  the  rock ;  one  gun  alfo  in  St.  Pafchal's,  and  three 
in  the  St.  Martin's.  At  night  we  fired  feveral  rounds  of  grape  at 
their  horfe-patroles,  which,  fince  their  late  misfortune,  appeared 
more  numerous  than  before. 
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^he  Spama7'ds  determine  to  rejiore  their  batteries. — EJiabliJh  feveral 
defenjive  pojis. — Repair  their  works ;  but  are  conjiderably  retarded 
by  the  Garrifon. — Defcription  of  a  new-iniejited  deprejjing  gun- 
carriage. — Gallatit  behaviour  of  the  Mercury,  ordnatice-JIrip  .—>- 
The  Vernon  Jlore-Jhip  arrives  with  feveral  gun-boats,  in  frame i  ; 
alfo  the  Cerberus  and  Apollo  frigates,  with  a  reinforcement  cf 
men, — Singular  quality  of  quick  fght  in  two  boys  belonging  to 
the  Garrifon. — Spaniards  refohe  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  upoji 
Gibraltar,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  de  Crillon.— Begin  to 
convert  large  vejfels  into  Battering-ships  at  Algeziras. — 
A  party  of  Corf  cans  arrive,  and  offer  to  aSi  as  volunteers  in  the 
Garrifon  during  thefege. — Efiemy's  army  reinforced. — Unfortunate 
•accident  in  a  magazine  at  Willis's. — A  frong  reinforcement  of 
French  troops  joins  the  E?iemy's  army. — The  Duke  de  Crillon 
ajfumes  the  command  of  the  Combined  Forces ;  and  the  Befegers 
batteries  for  fome  time  are  f lent. 

sySi,  JL  HE  Spaniards,  for  feveral  days,  appeared  totally  at  a  lofs  how 
to  adt  after  their  recent  difgrace.  Their  batteries  continued  in 
flames ;  nor  were  any  attempts  made  to  extinguifh  the  fire.  In  the 
beginning  of  December,  however,  they  feemed  as  if  fuddenly  roufed 
from  their  reverie;  upwards  of  a  thoufand  men  were  at  work, 
making  fafcines,  izc.  for  which  purpofe  large  quantities  of  brufh- 
wood  were  colledled  from  the  country.  From  thefe  operations  we 
concluded  that  they  were  refolved  to  reftore  their  works,  when  fuf- 
ficient  materials  were  prepared. 

The 
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The  111  of  December,  a  flag  of  truce  brought  letters  from  the     1781, 

.  Dec. 

Engliih  prifoners  lately  captured  in  the  cutters  bound  to  the  Garri- 

fon.  Not  a  fyllable  was  mentioned,  by  the  Spanifli  officer,  of  the 
late  tranfadion ;  nor  did  he  even  enquire  whether  we  had  taken 
any  prifoners.  As  we  had  obferved  the  Enemy  to  pofl  flrong 
guards  in  the  flone  guard-houfes  on  the  neutral  ground,  particu- 
larly in  the  centre  one,  the  Governor  ordered  the  artillery  to 
endeavour  to  diflodge  them.  Anfwers  were  returned,  on  the  2d, 
to  the  letters  brought  the  preceding  day  :  letters  alfo  were  fent 
from  the  prifoners  taken  in  the  fortie,  to  their  friends  in  camp. 
The  Spaniili  officer,  on  receiving  the  letters,  appeared  much  fur- 
prifed,  -  put  them  in  his  pocket,  but  was  filent  y  and  .the  boats 
parted.  One  of  the  officers  taken  prifoner  was  the  Baron  Von 
Helmftadt,  an  Eniign  in  the  Walon  guards,  with  the  rank  of 
Captain:  the  other  was"  Don  Vincente  Freefe,  a  Lieutenant  of  artil- 
lery. The  Baron  was  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  knee,  and  not 
without  many  intreaties  fubmitted  to  amputation.  When  the  fur- 
geons  firft  informed  him  that  an  operation  was  abfolutely  unavoid- 
able, he  rcfolutely  oppofed  it :  amputation,  hefaid,  very  feldom  fuc- 
ceeded  in  Spain  ;  belides,  he  was  then  betrothed  in  marriage  to 
a  lady,  and  would  rather  rillc  his  life  than  prefent  himfelf  before 
her  with  only  one  leg.  The  Governor,  being  told  this  determina- 
tion, immediately  vilited  the  Baron,  and  ufed  every  argument  to 
perfuade  him  to  comply.  His  Milirefs,  the  General  faid,  muffc 
undoubtedly  efteem  him  the  more  for  the  honourable  wound 
which  he  had  received  in  the  fervice  of  his  country  ^  and,  as  to 
the  operation  being  fatal,  he  might  almoft  alfure  himfelf  of  a 
certain  recovery,  fince,  in  the  many  flmilar  cafes  which,  had 
occurred  in  the  Garrifon  during  the  fiege,  our  furgeons  had.  been 
generally  fuccefsful  j  and  to  convince  him  by  ocular  proof,  ordered 
feveral  mutilated  convalefcents  into  the  room.  This  generous 
attention  of  the  Governor  had  a  powerful  effedt  on  the  Baron,  who, 

no 
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'78«.  no  longer  able  to  refift  his  importunities,  at  length  confented  to  the 
operation.  The  Enemy,  the  night  of  the  3d,  repaired  the  damage  done 
to  the  third  branch  of  approach  ;  and  did  fome  trilling  work  at  the 
fourth  branch.  The  next  day,  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  Enemy 
brought  letters  of  thanks  from  the  Spanifh  General,  Don  Martin 
Alvarez,  and  the  Walon  guards,  to  the  Governor,  for  the  huma- 
nity fhewn  to  the  prifoners  taken  in  the  batteries.  In  the  boat 
came  fome  poultry  for  the  wounded  Baron ;  alfo  clothes  and  money 
-for  the  officers.  Their  guards  in  the  lines  now  appeared  to  be  about 
eight  hundred  infantry,  with  a  hundred  artillery ;  befides  fixty  or 
•feventy  cavalry  for  patroles.  The  Governor,  on  the  5th,  ordered 
that  "  no  Officer  of  the  line,  commanding  at  a  poft,  fhould  inter- 
*'  fere  in  the  mode  of  loading,  pointing,  or  firing  the  cannon.  If 
*'  at  any  time  he  judged  it  necelTary  to  fire  upon  the  Enemy,  he  was 
**  to  point  out  the  objedt  to  the  artillery,  and  fubniit  it  to  their 
*'  opinion,  whether  it  was  pra6ticable  or  not."  The  morning  of 
the  7  th,  a  cutter  appeared  from  the  weft,  and,  after  an  obftinate 
adtion  with  the  Enemy's  gun-boats,  was  obliged  to  ftrike.  In  this 
engagement  we  obferved  that  the  Enemy  had  made  fome  alterations 
in  the  conftrucftion  of  their  boats,  which  before  would  not  allow 
the  guns  to  be  depreifed. 

Notwithstanding  our  fire,  the  Enemy  feemed  determined  to 
eftablifh  themfelves  at  the  Centre  ftone  guard-houfe,  round  which, 
on  the  night  of  the  7th,  they  made  a  trench,  and  alfo  lined  with 
fafcines  part  of  the  fourth  branch  of  approach.  Our  firing  con- 
tinued to  vary,  as  their  operations  were  more  or  lefs  noticed  :  in  the 
day  we  dire(fled  it  principally  to  parties  obferved  near  the  Tower, 
and  at  night  to  the  Centre  guard-houfe ;  againft  which  they  had 
heaped  up  fand,  and  continued  every  evening  to  make  other  additions. 
—■The  Garrifon  at  this  period  was  fo  extremely  fickly,  that  a  hundred 
men  were  curtailed  from  the  working  parties  -,  and  the  officers  fer- 

vants. 
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vants,  with  others  who  ufually  were  exempted  from  thefe  duties,      '781, 
ordered  to  affiil:,  to  leffen  the  fatigue  of  their  comrades.      Near  feven    v— v-.^ 
hundred  were  at  this  time  on  our  hofpital  lifts. — The  Unicorn  cutter 
fiiiled,  in  the  night  of  the  12th,  with  difpatches  for  England;  and 
the  following  evening,  the  Phoenix,  with  duplicates. 

The  operations  of  the  Enemy  feemed  now  entirely  defenfive. 
The  Weftern  ftone  guard-houfe,  on  the  beach,  was  unroofed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  Centre  guard-houfe,  and  ftrengthened  with 
fand ;  with  a  trench  dug  round  at  fome  diftance  in  the  front.  We 
imagined  that  ftrong  guards  were  ftationed  every  night  at  thefe  pofls, 
to  proteft  their  remaining  works.  The  evening  of  the  i6th,  about 
ten  o'clock,  one  of  the  Enemy's  advanced  fentries,  near  Bay-fide, 
fired  his  mufquet ;  which  was  taken  up  by  others  in  the  gardens, 
and  the  alarm  fpread  to  the  Lines,  and  thence  to  the  camp.  Lights 
were  immediately  obferved  moving  about,  and  the  drums  beat  to 
arms.  After  fome  hours  confufion  they  were  calm  and  quiet.  Their 
works,  particularly  the  St.  Pafchal's  battery,  continued  to  fmoke  in 
feveral  places,  on  the  i8th.  No  ordnance  could  now  be  feen  in  any 
of  the  batteries :  their  fire  was  rather  fmart,  but  no  particular  objedt 
feemed  to  engage  their  notice. 

Brigadiers  Rofs  and  Green  were  appointed,  in  the  orders  of 
the  20th,  to  be  Major  Generals  in  the  army  ;  and  the  next  evening 
General  Rofs  failed  in  a  boat  for  Faro,  on  his  return  to  England. 
General  Green  fome  time  afterwards  received  a  letter  of  fervice,  and 
Lieutenant  Holloway,  his  Brigade  Major,  was  appointed  his  Aide- 
de-camp.  The  fame  day  a  flag  of  truce  brought  over  feveral  letters, 
with  money  and  clothes  for  the  prifoners.  At  night  the  Enemy 
extended  the  fourth  branch,  in  the  fame  diredlion,  towards  the 
Weftern  ftone  guard-houie;  and  feveral  pickets  were  driven,  and 
fafcines  kid  in  the  ruins  of  the  batteries,  in  order  to  retain  the  fand, 

E  e   ,  and 
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1781,  and  prevent  it  being  wafhed  down  by  the  rains.  The  night  of  the 
.23d  they  raifed  an  epaulement  on  the  top  of  the  Centre  guard- 
houfe,  and  finiflied  the  firft  line  of  the  new  approach  from  the 
fourth  branch. 

Two  foldiers  of  Hardenberg's,  and  the  yzd  regiment,  on  the 
25th,  attempted  to  defert  by  a  rope  from  Mouiit  Miiliy  :  the  former 
.got  down,  though  the  rope  broke ;  Vv'hich  accident  was  the  caufe  of 
the  latter  being  retaken.  A  few  days  after,  a  ferjeant.of  the  artificers 
was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  the  place  where  this  deferter  defcended  ; 
and  he  got  down  far  enough  to  difcover  the  unfortunate  man  daflied 
to  pieces  at,  the  foot  of  the  precipice.  The  night  of  the  27th,  the 
Enemy  made  feveral  additions  to  the  Centre  guard-houfe.  The 
Baron  Von  Helmftadt  being  dangeroufly  ill  about  this  period,  (not 
in  confequence  of  the  operation  he  had  undergone,  but  from  fome 
inward  malady)  flags  of  ti  uce  were  daily  paffing  and  repaffing,  to 
inform  his  friends  of  his  dangf-ious  fituation.  The  28th,  the  Baron 
died  J  and  the  following  day  hi^.  body  was  carried  to  the  New  mole, 
accompanied  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  12th  regiment,  with  the 
ufual  honours  of  war,  where  two  barges  waited  to  convey  it  to  the 
Enemy's  camp.  The  Governor,  and  principal  officers  in  the  Gar- 
rifon,  with  Don  Vincente,  attended  the  ceremony.  The  fowls  and 
other  refrefliments  fent  by  liis  friends,  with  the  money  not  ufed 
by  the  Baron  in  his  ficknefs,  were  alio  returned,  to  the  mofl 
minute  article. 

The  Enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  30th,  added  to  the  trench  in 
front  of  the  Centre  guard-houfe,  vi^hich,  a  few  evenings  before,  they 
had  altered  from  its  original  form.  Our  engineers  the  fame  night 
creeled  a  bliiid  of  canvas,  &c.  in  front  of  Princefs  Anne's  battery 
(Willis's)  which  the  engineers  afterwards  caifToned,  when  their  fire 
became  lefs  warm  on  this  new  object.     Another  was  afterwards 

placed 
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placed  before  the  Princefs  Amelia's,  for  the  fame  purpofe.  The  ^I^^' 
materials  with  which  the  works  at  the  northward  were  now 
repaired,  were  colledled  from  the  coal-fhips  that  had  been  run 
afliore  in  the  New  mole  after  Admiral  Darby's  departure.  The 
fides  of  thefe  veifels  were  cut  up,  under  the  direftion  of  the  engi-. 
neers,  into  large  folid  pieces,  of  fuch  form  and  dimenfion  as  the 
purpofe  dictated  to  _which  they  were  to  be  applied.  Of  thefe  ma- 
terials the  batteries  at  Willis's  were  at  this  time  formed  :  the  anp^les 
being  conneiled  and  fecured  by  ftrong  knees  and  bolts,  having 
tranfverfe  pieces  within,  which  were  alfo  kneed.  When  the  caiflons 
-for  the  merlons  were  thus  framed,  they  were  filled  in  the  front 
with  layers  of  junk,  and  fmd-bags  behind.  The  height  of  the 
merlons  were  between  ten  and  eleven  feet ;  and  the  upper  parts  were 
fupported  by  ftrong  beams  acrofs  the  embrafures,  forming  hoods  (as 
the  engineers  called  them)  over  the  muzzles  of  the  cannon  :  thefe 
hoods  were  three  feet  deep,  and  extended  about  fix  feet  in  length  over 
the  embrafures  j  by  which  improvements  the  guns  were  preferved 
from  being  broken  by  the  fliells  in  their  defcent,  and  the  artillery-men 
on  duty  were  well  covered.  The  folid  conflruction  of  thefe  new  works, 
and  the  adoption  of  a  fimilar  mode  in  repairing  the  other  defences 
of  the  Garrifon,  will  account,  in  a  great  meafure,  for  the  general 
cafualties  of  the  troops  not  being  fo  numerous  as  might  otherv/ife 
be  expedled ;  and,  to  evince  the  permanence  of  them,  no  other 
proof,  I  imagine,  need  be  adduced,  than  that  upv/ards  of  one  hun- 
dred iliot-holes  have  been  plugged  up  in  the  front  of  one  merlon^ 
and  yet  the  battery  wns  not  materially  damaged,* 

E  e  2  Two 

*  V/hen  the  Enemy's  proceedings  afterwards  rendered  (bme  alterations  neccffary  in  the 
works  at  Willis's,  the  (hip-timtfer  was  found  very  ufeful  in  farther  fecuring  the  upper  batteries, 
and  in  protefting  our  artillery.  The  height  of  the  parapets  permitted  the  engineers  to  ereft 
fpUnter-proofs  between  the  guns,  of  curved  pieces  of  limber  cut  from  the  bottom  of  a  fliip, 
which  were  placed  againll  the  breafts  of  the  merlons,  and  made  bomb-proof  by  layers  of 
fand-bags,  which  alfo  formed  a  traverfe  acrofs  the  battery.  By  thefe  additions  the  commu- 
nications between  the  ordnance  were  covered,  and  the  batteries  well  traverfed  againll.  :l>Qt 
Enemy '^-.eaflern  enfilade-fire» 
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173 r.  Two  ordnance- fliips  arrived  in  the  courfe  of  December.     As  we 

Dec.  ^  ... 

♦.-Vi-'    are  now  arrived  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  it  may  not  be  impertinent 

to  infert  a  return  of  cafuals,  from  the  12th  of  April  to  the  31ft  of 

December,   178 1,  that  the  Reader  may  have  an  idea  of  our  general 

lofs  in  that  period. 


c  U4 


O       J^       Q       .C^ 
Killed  and  dead  of  wounds,     —    3       10       i        108 

Difabled,  —     2         71  36 


Total. 

122 
46 


Wounded,         — —         13      22       6       359    J       4°° 

1782,  The  New  Year's  day  of  1782  was  remarkable  for  an  adion  of 

gallantry  which  is  worthy  of  being  refcusd  from  oblivion.  An. 
officer  of  artillery  at  Willis's,  obferving  a  fhell  falling  towards  the 
place  where  he  flood,  got  behind  a  traverfe  for  proteftion ;  which 
he  had  fcarcely  done,  ere  it  fell  into  the  traverfe,  and  inftantly  en- 
tangled him  in  the  rubbifh  :  one  of  the  guard,  named  Martin, 
obferving  his  diflrefs,  generoufly  rifl^ed  his  ov/n  life  in  defence  of 
his  officer,  and  ran  to  extricate  himj  but  finding  his  own  efforts 
ineffeftual,  called  for  affiftance ;  when  another  of  the  guard  joining 
him,  they  relieved  the  officer  from  his  fituation ;  and  almofh  at 
the  fame  inftant  the  fliell  burft,  and  levelled  the  traverfe  to  the 
ground.  Martin  was  afterwards  promoted,  and  rewarded  by  the 
Governor,  who  at  the  fame  time  told  him  "  he  fhould  equally 
"  have  noticed  him  for  relieving  his  comrade."  Several  fimilar 
inflances  of  heroifm  occurred  during  the  fiege,  all  of  which  were 
equally  honourable  to  the  Garrifon. 

The  Enemy  perfevered  in  carrying  on  their  works  :  the  Centre 
guard-houfe  now  began  to  alTume  a  regular  figure.     The  ditch 

formed 
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formed  three  fides  of  an  hexagon,  extending  to  the  rear  in  obtufe 
angles  with  the  front ;  and  the  fafcine-parapet,  joining  the  building, 
was  lengthened  each  way.  Materials  continued  to  be  daily  brought 
down  to  the  lines,  and  advanced  works.  Their  v/orkrnen  were 
however  confiderably  annoyed,  in  repairing  the  fourth  and  fifth 
branches  of  the  approach,  from  the  Old-mole  head  and  Montague's 
bafi:ion.  The  llfip,  St.  Philip's  Caftle,  in  Government  fervice, 
arrived  on  the  4th  from  Mahon,  with  difpatches  from  General 
Murray  :  on  board  her  came  feveral  prifoners  taken  by  that  General 
in  a  lally  made  from  Fort  St.  Philip's.  The  Enemy  endeavoured 
to  cut  her  off  from  the*  Bay,  but  could  not  accomplifh  it.  She 
returned  to  Minorca  on  the  loth.  Since  their  army  had  landed 
at  Minorca,  the  Enemy's  attention  to  the  eafiiward  was  vifibly 
abated ;  nor  did  they  make  fo  many  fignals  from  the  tower  on 
the  Queen  of  Spain's  chair,  as  had  been  their  cuftom  formetly. 
The  fubfequent  evening  our  prames  made  the  fignal  for  the  ap- 
proach of  the  gun-boats  :  an  eafiierly  wind  however  fpringing  up, 
they  threw  up  their  rockets,  and  retired.  We  could  not  otherwife 
account  for  their  not  firing  in  an  eafterly  wind,  than  by  imagining 
they  were  apprehenfive  of  fome  accident  in  their  magazines,  which, 
being  in  the  ftern  of  the  boat,  might  run  fome  danger  of  being 
blown  up  by  the  fparks  from  the  difcharge  of  their  ordnance.  The 
night  of  the  7th,  belides  making  additions  to  the  Centre  guard- 
houfe,  the  Enemy  debouched  from  the  fifth  branch,  and  dup-  a 
trench  about  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  towards  the  eaft.  A  Couft 
of  Enquiry,  on  the  8th,  fat  on  Antonio  Juanico,  the  fpy  who  was 
difcovered  in  the  Faro  boat ;  and  fome  time  afterwards  he  was 
ordered  to  prepare  for  execution.  The  Governor  however  at  laft 
pardoned  him. 

The  Enemy,  about  this  time,  removed  feveral  guns  from  the 
camp  to  the  lines,  taking  others  back.     Mofl  of  their  cannon  (we 

liad 
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had  reafon  to  imagine  for  fome  time  pad)  had  been  greatly  damaged' 
by  the  firing ;  as  the  £hot,  at  periods,  were  obferved  not  to  fly  with 
the  lame  velocity  as  at  firft.  The  laft  deferter  faid  they  had  fpoiled 
tiree  fets  of  guns  from  the  commencement  of  the  bombardment. 
In  the  night  of  the  9th,  they  raifed  the  epaulement  joining  the 
Centre  guard-houfe  j  and  opened  four  embrafures,  two  on  each  fide 
of  the  building.  They  were  all  raafked  with  fafcines,  and  appeared 
folely  for  defence.  The  night  of  the  12th,  the  Enemy  formed  a 
trench  from  the  debouchure  of  the  fifth  branch,  to  the  front  of  the 
ruins  of  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  towards  the  wefi:ern  beach:  part 
of  it  was  lined  with  fafcines.  They  alfo  raifed  a  place  d'armes  on 
the  eaft  flank  of  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  joining  the  fifth  branch.  At 
night  failed  the  Henry  and  Mercury  ordnance-fhips  to  the  weftward.. 
Don  Vincente  Freefe  went  pafiTenger  in  the  former  for  England,  with. 
the  prifoners  taken  in  our  fortie,  and  thofe  fent  by  General  Murray* 
About  the  14th  or  15th,  the  Enemy  raifed  another  place  d'armes' 
on  the  weft  flank  of  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  and  joining  the  ruins 
of  the  St.  Pafchal's  battery ;  and  the  fubfequent  evening  ftrengthened 
and  capped  it  with  fafcines.  In  the  night,  fignals  were  made  ia 
the  Gut,  and  at  day-break  two  cutters  appeared  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Bay;  but  the  wind  blowing  fomewhat  northerly,  and  dying 
away,  they  were  driven  to  leeward  by  the  current :  a  'frigate  and 
eleven  gun-boats  from  Algeziras  immediately  gave  chace,  and  foon 
after  they  were  joined  by  a  frigate  and  xebeque  from  Ceuta.  The 
cutters  finding  it  impoffible  to  make  the  Bay,  and  obferving  the 
force  of  their  purfuers,  prudently  crowded  fail  to  the  eaftward.  In 
the  afternoon  fome  of  the  gun-boats  "got  within  range,  and  a  few; 
rounds  were  exchanged  j  but  the  wind  frefhening  towards  fun-fet, 
the  cutters  evidently  left  the  Enemy  confiderably  aftern.  When 
night  prevented  us  from  continuing  cur  obfervations,  they  had 
indeed  gained  fuch  a  diftance,  that  we  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  but 
they  would  efcape, 
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The  Enemy  had  made,  for  feveral  preceding  evenings,  confiderable 
additions  to  the  Centre  redoubt;  and  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  they 
raifed  a  work  embracing  each  extremity  of  the  fafcine-ditch  which 
was  in  the  front  of  it  :  this  poft  now  appeared  finilhed.  They 
likewife  raifed  and  threw  find  in  front  of  the  place  d'armes,  and 
brought  vaft  quantities  of  different  materials  to  their  advanced  v/orks. 
Their  firing  was  not  at  this  period  remarkable  •,  but,  as  they 
diredled  their  ordnance  principally  among  our  working  parties 
on  the  hill,  we  experienced  a  few  cafuals.  Our  batteries  in  return 
were  well  ferved ;  and  the  fire  pointed  to  all  quarters.  In  the 
morning  of  the  18th,  juft  after  gun-firing,  fignals  were  made 
from  the  Enemy's  advanced  works,  which  were  repeated  to  their 
camp.  The  batteries  at  the  fame  time  kept  up  a  brilk  fire,  all 
in  a  low  diredlion.  This  gave  us  reafon  to  think  they  were 
apprehenfive  of  another  fortie  :  and  the  following  morning  the  four 
embrafures  in  the  Centre  redoubt  were  unmafked,  and  animated  with 
four  howitzers ;  and  a  confiderable  number  of  troops  left  the  lines 
foon  after  day-break  :  all  which  circumftances  ferved  to  countenance 
our  conjecture.  In  the  evening  of  the  20th,  the  artillery  at  Willis's 
difcovered  a  party  of  the  Enemy  eredling  a  line  of  communication 
from  the  fourth  branch  to  the  Centre  redoubt.  The  Old-mole  head 
and  Montague's  were  immediately  opened  on  them,  in  addition  to 
the  upper  batteries  ;  and  we  plied  them  fo  brifkly,  that  the  party 
were  obliged  to  retire  about  midnight,  leaving  the  work,  as  the 
morning  evinced,  in  great  confufion.  The  fubfequent  night,  not- 
withflanding  our  fire,  they  raifed  and  flrengthened  the  new  com- 
munication. In  this  duty  they  were  well  covered  by  a  brifk  fire 
from  their  lines ;  and  which,  from  the  repeated  vollies  difcharged, 
afforded  room  to  think  that  their  workmen  had  fuffbred  materially 
the  night  before. 

The  night  of  the  23d,  they  repaired  the  parapet  of  the  St.  Carlos's 
battery  nine  fafcines  in  height,  and  began  to  rebuild  the  magazine 
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J782,  in  the  rear.  Great  quantities  of  fafcines,  &c.  were  in  and  -about 
J^  the  battery.  The  fucceeding  afternoon,  about  four  o'clock,  the 
Governor  opened  the  lower  batteries  on  this  work,  and  our  fire  was 
exceedingly  well  ferved  for  fonie  hours.  The  carcafles  feveral  times 
fet  fire  to  the  fafcines,  but  the  Enemy  as  frequently  extinguiflied  it. 
At  firft  their  batteries  returned  our  fire  fparingly ;  but  receiving  a 
reinforcement  of  artillery-men  from  the  camp,  the  cannonade  became 
M'arm  on  both  fides.  Our  lower  batteries  ceafed  in  the  evening. 
The  next  day,  the  Governor  renewed  his  endeavours  to  burn  thefe 
works.  The  carcafles  were  equally  fuccefsful  as  the  preceding  day, 
but  their  guards  and  workmen  foon  extinguiflied  the  fire.  The 
Spanilh  lines  returned  the  cannonade  with  great  vivacity,  having  in 
the  twenty-four  hours  difcharged  one  thoufand  and  forty-five  fhot, 
and  eighty-three  iliells  :  our  batteries  diminifhed  their  fire  about  four 
in  the  afternoon.  The  carcafiTes  ufed  by  the  artillery  on  this  occafion 
were  made  of  the  Enemy's  blind  fhells,  in  which  were  perforated 
three  large  holes,  and  the  cavity  filled  with  compofition.  They 
were  found  to  anfwer  extremely  well ;  fome  of  them  burning  frefli 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  Enemy  had  fmotheced  them  with  fand_, 
which  was  the  mode  they  adopted  to  put  them  out. 

We  obferved,  on  the  27th,  four  large  piles  of  fafcines  at  the 
eaftern  extremity  of  the  parallel.  We  were  not  at  all  at  a  lofs  to 
guefs  their  meaning  in  placing  thefe  fafcines  to  the  eaflward ;  as  it 
was  evident,  that  they  wilhed  to  draw  off  our  attention  as  much  as 
poffible  from  the  St.  Carlos's  battery.  The  manoeuvre  did  not 
however  anfwer.  The  following  evening,  about  ten  o'clock,  arrived 
the  two  cutters  which  had  been  purfued  by  the  Enemy's  oruifers 
to  the  eaftward  :  the  largeft  of  them,  called  the  Viper,  was  of  four 
hundred  and  fixty  tons  burthen,  mounted  twenty-eight  guns,  and 
was  efleemed  the  largeft  vefTel  of  her  kind  ever  built ;  the  other  was 
the  Lively,    of  fourteen  guns  ;    both  laden  with  ordnance-ilores. 

They 
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They  informed  us  that  the  evening  of  the  day  they  were  chafed  'J^^' 
through  to  the  eaft,  feveral  of  the  gun-boats  got  up  and  engaged 
them,  'but  were  foon  beaten  off:  at  length  the  wind  frefliening,  the 
boats  were  left  aftern.  The  breeze,  they  faid,  increafed  to  a  brifk 
gale,  which,  as  the  gun-boats  were  fome  leagues  from  land,  might 
greatly  diftrefs  them.  This  conjedure  appeared  confirmed,  by  none 
of  them  being  obferved  to  have  returned  to  the  Bay.  The  night  of 
the  28th,  the  Enemy  took  down  half  of  the  old  tower,  or  windmill, 
which  they  probably  thought  was  too  confpicuous  an  objeit  of 
diredlion  for  our  artillery  in  the  night :  they  added  alfo  confiderably 
to  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  and  made  fome  alterations  in  the  Centre 
redoubt,  which  they  palifaded  in  the  rear,  and  within  it  hung  a 
barrier-gate.  The  fame  night,  arrived  the  Dartmouth  Tartar  cutter 
with  ftores.  The  night  of  the  30th,  our  opponents  were  obferved 
very  bufy  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Centre  redoubt.  We  inftantly 
opened  upon  them,  and  drove  them  from  the  place.  At  day-break 
we  found  they  had  traced  out  a  work  of  five  fides,  with  a  large 
opening  in  the  rear,  and  erefted  before  it  a  fcreen  fimilar  to  ours  at 
Willis's,  but  fo  injudicioufly  placed,  that  the  workmen  behind  were 
not  at  all  concealed  from  our  upper  batteries.  This  work  was  never 
carried  on;  and  the  fcreen  fame  time  afterwards  was  knocked  down, 
and  removed.  Our  engineers,  of  whom  little  has  been  mentioned 
for  fome  time,  were  indefatigable  in  repairing  the  fplinter-proofs, 
magazines,  traverfes,  and  communications,  along  the  north  front, 
which  were  damaged  by  the  Enemy's  fire  :  the  King's,  Queen's, 
and  Prince's  lines,  had  likewife  a  fliare  in  their  attention.  Parties 
were  alfo  engaged  in  fecuring  and  repairing  the  fkeleton  traverfes, 
formed  of  timber  and  fand-bags  in  front  of  the  doors,  windows, 
&c.  of  the  powder-magazines  near  the  New  mole ;  and  depofits  of 
fafcines,  fand,  and  other  materials,  were  collected  in.  different  parts 
of  the  Garrifon, 
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17S2,  In  the  beginning  of  February,  great  numbers  of  mules  continued: 

u^v^  bringing  fafcines,  6cc.  to  the  Enemy's  lines  ;  and  by  the  number  of 
gabions  miffing  from  their  fafcine-park,  .  it  v/as  thought  they  had 
concealed  them  in  different  parts  of  the  approaches  for  new  works.. 
The  St.  Garlos's  battery  appeared  nearly  completed  :  it  confifted 
of  an  epaulement  with  two  fhoulders  ^  five  dodging  traverfes  were 
eredted  in  the  rear,  and  behind  them  two  larger  ones  for  magazines  : 
the  latter,  however,  were  not  of  the  fame  form  as  thofe  eredted 
before.  A  gate  was  alfo  hung  at  the  opening  of  the  fifth  branch, 
and  the  places  d'armes,  on  each  flank  of  the  battery,  feemed  finifhed. 
Part  of  the  parallel  joining  the  fifth  branch,  in  extent  about  forty 
yards,  was  likewife  lined  with  fafcines,  and  repaired.  In  this  ftate 
were  their  works  near  the  tower,  when,  on  the  night  of  the  2d,  they 
reftored  the  weftern  part  of  the  St.  Martin's  battery,  making  only 
five  embrafures  to  open  upon  the  Town  and  Water  port.  Our  firing 
was  pretty  fmart  at  this  period  ;  but  their  artillery  did  not  exceed  a 
hundred,  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  rounds  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  . 

In  this  tedious  and  uninterefting  manner  afl!airs  proceeded;  every 
night  the  Befiegers  making  fome  trifling  addition  to  their  advanced 
■works.     The  afternoon  of  the  7th,  one  of  their  fliells  fet  fire  to  a 
magazine-box  on  the  Queen's  battery  (Willis's),  in  which  were  a  few 
loaded  finall  fhells  and  cartridges.     Thefe  inflantly  blew  up,  and 
fired  an  adjoining  gun,  but  did  not  the  fmalleft  injury  to  the  ofiicers, 
or  any  of  the  guard,  though  the  former  were  clofe  to  it  when  the 
accident  happened.      On  hearing  the  explofion,    the  Enemy  im-  - 
mediately  increafed  their  fire,  and  continued  it  the  remainder  of  the 
evening.     The  Enemy  added,   on  the  night  of  the  loth,  another 
embrafure   to  the  new  battery  j    and  two  nights  following,    they 
prolonged   the  parallel  about  forty  yards   to   the  eaflward.       Vaft. 
quantities  of  materials  were  at  this  time  fcattered  in  various  parts  o£" 
their  works.. 
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The  afternoon  of  the  15th,  fome  pradllce  was  made  from  a  gun 
mounted  upon  a  new-conftrudled  depreffing- carriage,  the  invention 
of  Lieut.  Koehler,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  which  was  highly  approved 
of  by  the  Governor  and  other  officers  prefent.  The  Gun  was  fixed 
in  a  bed  of  timber,  the  under  fide  of  which  was  a  plane  parallel  to 
the  axis  of  the  piece  :  from  this  bed,  immediately  under  the  centre 
of  gravity,  projected  a  fpindle  eight  inches  in  diameter.  This 
fpindle  palled  through  a  groove  formed  for  its  reception  in  a  plank, 
the  upper  fide  of  which  was  alfo  a  plane  :  upon  this  under  piece  the 
bed  and  gun  recoiled,  being  attached  to  it  by  a  key  pafiing  through 
the  fpindle.  The  bed  and  gun  by  thefe  means  were  at  liberty  to 
move  round  upon  the  axis  of  the  fpindle,  and  when  fired.  Aided 
upon  the  under  plank  in  the  line  dire<fl;ed  by  the  groove.  The  under 
piece  was  then  connefted,  by  a  ftrong  hinge  in  front,  to  two  cheeks 
of  a  common  garrifon-carriage,  cut  down  to  be  little  higher  than 
the  trucks.  The  gun  could  be  laid  to  any  degree  of  depreffion  under 
twenty  degrees,  by  a  common  quoin  refiling  upon  the  cheeks  of  the 
carriage;  but  when  greater  depreflion  was  necefiary,  two  upright 
timbers,  with  indented  fi:eps,  were  fixed  to  the  cheeks  ;  by  which, 
with  the  affifi:ance  of  a  moveable  plank,  to  Aide  in  upon  the  fi:eps, 
and  a  quoin,  the  back  part  of  the  plank,  upon  which  the  gun  ilided, 
was  elevated  at  pleafure  by  iron  pins  in  the  uprights ;  and  the  gun 
-deprefled  to  any  angle  above  twenty  and  under  feventy  degrees. 

Many  advantages,  befides  that  of  immediate  depreflion,  refulted 
to  the  artillery  from  this  invention.  The  carriage,  when  the  gun 
was  deprefled,  feldom  moved ;  the  gun  Aiding  upon  the  plank  to 
which  it  was  attached  by  the  fpindle,  and  returning  to  its  former 
place  with  the  mofl:  trifling  aflifliance.  When  the  lliot  was  difcliarged, 
and  the  bed  with  the  gun  had  recoiled  to  the  extremity  of  the  groove; 
the  matrofs,  by  turning  round  the  gun  to  lie  horizontally  acrofs  the 
carriage,    (which   was   done  with   the   greatefl:  facility)    was  alfo 
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1782.  enabled  to  load  under  cover  of  the  merlon,  unexpofed  to  the  Enemy's 
u-v-o  iire,  and  avoided  the  difficulty  of  i-amming  the  fhot  upwards.  Itr 
equally  allowed  the  gun  to  be  fired  at  point  blank  ;  and  (by  turning 
the  muzzle  to  the  back  part  of  the  carriage)  at  every  elevation,  to 
forty-five  degrees,  but  in  that  ftate  did  not  particularly  excel.  As  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  deprefling  fhot,  no  farther  proof  need  be  adduced, 
than  that,  out  of  thirty  rounds,  twenty-eight  fhot  took  place  in  one 
traverfe  in  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  at  the  diftance  of  near  one  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  yards.  If  the  arrangements  in  the  engravings  for 
this  work  had  not  been  previoufly  eflablifhed,  I  fliould  have  been 
happy,  by  adding  a  plan  of  elevation,  to  have  further  explained 
this  carriage,  which  has  reflected  fo  much  credit  on  the  ingenious . 
Investor.. 

A  POL  ACRE  Had  arrived  on  the  1 5th;  and  on  the  17th,  came  in  the 
Flying-fifh  cutter,  with  ordnance-flores  :  the  latter  was  oppofed,' 
and  engaged  in  the  Bay  by  a  frigate,  a  xebeque,  and  three  gun-boats ; 
but  got  in  by  perfeverance  and  fuperior  fkill,  without  a  lingle  mart 
killed  or  wounded.  At  night,  a  party  of  the  Enemy  was  difcovered  at 
the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  parallel-^  and  a  brifk  fire  was  imm.ediately 
pointed  to  the  fpot.  At  day-break,  we  remarked  they  had  traced 
out  with  fafcines  a  work  (of  five  fides,  leaving  the  gorge  open),  at  the 
wefl  return-  from  the  parallel,  it  appeared  to  be  for  another  redoubt. 
About  the  morning  gun-fire,  a  brig  was  hailed  from  Europa,  and 
anfwered,  from  Cork  :  finding  fhe  was  a  friend,  the  Captain  was 
diredled  to  anchor  at  the  Mole  ,-  but  imagining  the  fliips,  as  before 
the  war, .  remained  at  Water  port,  he  paiTed  our  prames,  and  did  not 
difcover  his  error  till  he  had  gone  too  far  to  return  :  he  was  con-, 
fequently  obliged  to  put  about,  and  the  velTel  grounded  at  the  backi 
of  the  Old  mole.  When  the  Enemy  obferved  her  in  the  morning, 
the  Black  battery,  and  Fort  St.  Philip,  direfted  a  fmart  fire  upon 
her  -y  but,  though  it  was  continued  the  wiaole  day,  not  a  fhot  flrucb 
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the  hull.     Captain  Curtis  brought  away  the  crew,   and  at  night     y^* 
v/ent  with  feveral  boats,  and  cut  away  her  mafts  :  part  of  her  cargo 
was  alfo  removed ;  but  the  greater  portion  of  it  was  damaged  by 
tlie  fea-water.     In  the  evening.  Water-port  guard  was  reinforced 
with  a  picquet. 

The  Enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  1 8th,  added  five  embrafures  to. 
the  gun-battery,  and  left  a  fpace,  feemingly  for  two  others.  Thisr 
addition  made  it  appear  as  if  they  intended  the  whole  for  one  bat-. 
tery,  which  before  was  divided  into  two.  Great  quantities  of  mate- 
rials were  difperfed  in  various  parts  of  their  works,  and  brufli-woodr 
continued  to  be  brought  into  their  camp  from  the  country.  Tha 
fucceeding  night  they  erecfled  an  epaulement  of  thirty-nine  calks 
long,  faced  with  fafcines,  within  the  hexagon  figure,  at  the  extre-; 
mity  of  the  parallel.  The  front  work  was  alfo  raifed,  and  a  ditch, 
extending  along  the  front  of  the  parallel  to  the  eaft  flank  of  the 
St.  Carlos's,  lined  with  fafcines.  They  worked  alfo  on  the  plat,-, 
forms  of  the  new  battery.  The  morning  of  the  2otli,  ten  gun-boata 
returned  to  Algeziras  from  the  eafl :  they  were  fuppofed  to  be  the 
fame  which  had  chafed  the  Viper  and  Lively  cutters.  Intelligence 
from  Portugal  mentioned,  that  feveral  of  them  had  been  lofl  in  the 
gale  which  fprung  up  the  fame  evening  :  we  were  rather  difappoin ted 
therefore  to  fee  fo  many  return.  In  the  evening  the  Viper,  Lively,, 
and  Dartmouth — Tartar  cutters,  failed  for  England.  About  the 
time  of  their  departure,  a  traverfe  in  the  St.  Carlos's  was  fet  on  fire 
by  our  artillery,  which  produced  a  fmart  cannonade  for  fome  hours. 
The  fucceeding  day  another  traverfe  was  fet  on  fire,  and  burnt  for. 
fome  time.  The  Enemy  always  behaved  with  great  fpirit  on  thefe 
occafions.  The  night  of  the  21  ft  they  completed  their  Gun- 
battery,  which  now  prefented  to  us  thirteen  eoibrafures :  they  like-v 
wife  repaired  the  damage  done  by  the  fire. 

AiB'Oi;:!^ 


'S.%%'  HISTORY    OF    THELATE 

1782,         About  noon  on  the  z^d,  feveral  fiffnals  were  made  at  Cabrlta 

Feb.  _  . 

^ArfsvxJ  point,  which  brought  out  a  frigate  and  a  xebeque  from  Algeziras, 
.  Soon  after,  we  obferved  a  velTel  {landing  into  the  Bay  with  a  flowing 
fail.  The  xebeque  pafied  her  aflern;  but  the  frigate  bore  down, 
and  appeared  as  if  fhe  intended  to  board.  The  vefTel,  however,  in 
coming  abreafl,  threw  in  fo  well  diredled  a  broad-fide,  that  the 
Spaniard  was  greatly  confufed,  and  fell  aftern.  The  frigate  after- 
wards wore,  and  returned  the  falute  ;  but  the  vefTel  was  at  fuch  a 
,  diflance,  that  no  damage  v/as  received.  On  her  arrival  at  the  New 
mole,  to  our  furprife  we  found  her  to  be  the  Mercury  ordnance- fhip, 
which  had  left  the  Bay  in  January,  and,  as  we  imagined,  v^as  bound 
to  England.  Several  inhabitants,  fuppofing  the  fame,  had  taken  their 
pafTage  on  board  her  for  England;  and  never  difcovered  their  miftake, 
till,  to  their  great  mortification,  they  found,  on  their  entrance  into 
the  Straits,  the  unpleafant  fhores  of  Spain  and  Barbary,  inftead  of  the 
exhilarating  coafl  of  Britain.  Captain  Heington,  who  commanded 
her,  on  leaving  the  Garrifon,  had  fecret  orders  to  put  into  Lifbon, 
where  he  was  to  take  in  a  cargo  of  various  articles,  and  return  j 
which  orders  he  had  diredlions  not  to  divulge  to  any  perfon,  left  the 
Enemy  by  their  emiffaries  fhould  get  information  of  the  plan,  and 
w^ay-lay  him  in  his  return.  He  accordingly  put  into  Lifbon,  and  took 
in  his  cargo  of  wine  and  fruit.  When  every  thing  was  com- 
pleted, he  pretended  fome  further  bufinefs  would  flill  delay  him, 
and  prefled  the  paffengers  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  the  packet, 
and  fail  for  England.  They  however  approved  of  their  accommo- 
dation too  well  to  remove  j  and  Captain  Heington  was  reluftantly 
obliged  to  bring  them  back  to  the  Garrifon.  The  Governor 
did  not  fufFer  this  gallant  condud  of  Captain  Heington  to  pafs 
unrewarded,  but  generoufly  prefented  him  with  a  handfome  dou- 
ceur, and  ftrongly  recommended  him  to  the  Admiralty  for  promo- 
tion ;  which  accordingly  fucceeded.  On  the  afternoon  in  which 
the  Mercury  arrived,  the  Enemy  fired  a  ^^^ndfeii-de-joie  in  camp, 

commencing 
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commencing  with  a  falute  from  the  lines.     They  repeated  the  fire     lySz^- 
a  fourth  time;  which  led  us  to  imagine   they  had  gained  fome    ,_,-^-^- 
advantage  at  Minorca ;    and  we  afterwards  found  that  our  appre- 
henfions  had  been  too  well  founded^ 

The  Enemy's  fliips  in  the  Bay  were  reinforced  on  the  24tli 
and  25th  with  a  frigate,  four  or  five  xebeques,  and  feveral  armed 
fettees  j  part  of  which  probably  had  been  employed  to  block  up  the 
port  of  Mahon.  The  morning  of  the  25th,  arrived  the  St.  Ann^^ 
ordnance-fhip,  with  a  fupply  of  powder,  and  two  gun-boats,  on  a 
new  conftrucflion,  in  frames.  We  were  informed  by  her,  that  the 
Vernon  ftore-fliip,  under  convoy  of  a  frigate,  was  on  her  paffage  for 
Gibraltar,  v/ith  ,ten  other  gun-boats  on  bo^rd.  The  following 
morning  we  obferved  the  Enemy  had  entirely  new-faced  the  eaftern 
epaulement,  and  raifed  it  to  the  height  of  eight  fafcines.  They  alfo 
worked  on  the  magazine  of  the  St.  Martin's  battery,  and  debouched 
from  the  centre  of  the  parallel,  throwing  up  a  trifling  line,  extend- 
ing towards  the  fouth-weft.  The  27th,  four  rows,  of  ten  tents  . 
each,  were  pitched  in  the  rear  of  the  Catalonian  camp.  We 
imagined  they  were  occupied  by  the  artillery  cadets.  At  night  the 
Enemy  added  feveral  traverfes  to  their  thirteen-gun  battery.  Befides 
the  arrivals  already  noted,  three  other  vefTels  and  feveral  boats  came 
in,  in  the  courfe  of  the  month. 

The  ift  of  March  a  flag  of  truce  went  to  the  Enemy,  in  anfwer  wlarch. 
to  one  from  them  fome  days  before.  The  Spanifli  officer  who 
received  the  packet  informed  us,  that  Fort  St,  Philip,  in  Minorca, 
had  furrendered  on  the  5  th  of  February.  The  fucceeding  day,  a 
carcafs  fet  fire  to  the  thirteen-gun  battery,  which  continued  blazing 
for  two  hours.  On  their  attempting  to  extinguifh  the  fire,  we 
plied  them  fo  briflcly,  that  feveral  were  killed,  and  moft  of  thenx 
driven  from  the  work;  but  their  ufual  gallantry  at  lafi:  prevailed,.. 

At... 
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^?S2,     j^t  iiiglit  they  raifed  a  place  d'armes  at  the  wcflern  extremity  of  the 
4:birteen-gun  battery.   Thefe  defenfive  works  demonilrated  that  they 
were  determined  to  provide  as  much  as  poffibleagainft  another  fortie. 
The  following  night  they  repaired  the  damage  done  by  the  fire. 
The  carpenters  of  the  navy,  on  the   4th,  laid  the  keel  of  one  of 
t\\Q  new  gun-boats.     The  6th,  fix  rows  of  tents,  -ten  in  each  row, 
v/eie.  itched  in  the  rear  of  the  fecond  line  of  the  Enemy's  camp, 
.near  the  horfe-barrack.     A  large  party  v/as  alfo  employed  in  making 
a  road  from  the  beach  to  the  barrack ;  and  others  were  engaged  in 
landing  fliells,  and  different  ordnance.     Thefe,  with  other  appear- 
ances, befpoke  a  determined  refolution  to  profecute  the  fiege.     Our 
Governor,  on  the  other  hand,  with  unwearied  attention  employed 
the  Garrifon  in  repairing,  and  putting  in  the  beft  order  of  defence, 
the  upper  batteries,  and  other  works,  which  had  fuffered  from  the 
continued  bombardment  of  the  Enemy.     The  bridge,  in  the  ditch 
at  Land  port,  was  likewife  pulled  down  ;  and  other  alterations  took 
place  in  that  quarter.     The  Enemy,  on  the  8th,  raifed  one  face  of 
the  Eafl:ern  redoubt,  feveral  fafcines  in  height :  and  from  the  noife 
heard  the  preceding  night,  we  imagined  they  alfo  finifhed  platforms 
in   their  batteries.     The  day  following,    Lieut.  Cuppage,    of  the 
Royal  Artillery,  was  dangeroufly  wounded  on  the  Royal  battery, 
from  a  fplinter  of  a  fmall  (hell,  which  burfi:  immediately  after  being 
difcharged  from  the  Rock-gun.     This  was  the  fecond  accident  of 
the  fame  nature.     The  nth,  a  frigate   and  xebeque  pafled  to  the 
wefi,    with  fix  top-fail  veflels .:    fuppofed  to  be  part  of  the  late 
Minorca  garrifon.     The  night  of  the  13th,  the  Enemy  traced  out 
a  work  within  the  weflern  place  d'armes  of  the  St.  Carlos's  battery  ; 
apparently  with  an  intention  of  extending  the  epaulement.     The 
firing  on  both  fides  was  now  confiderably  increafed :  that  from  the 
Enemy  amounted  on  an  average  to  about  three  hundred  rounds  in 
.  the  twenty-four  hours. 

The 
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The  operations  of  the  Befiegers  ftill  continued  tedious.  On  the  1782. 
1 6th  they  paUfaded  the  gorge  of  the  Centre  redoubt ;  and  on  the 
1 8th  began  to  pitch  a  new  camp,  near  the  Grand  magazine,  on  the 
beach.  At  night  they  erefted  the  epaulement  of  St,  Pafchal's  mor- 
tar-battery, and  raifed  three  traverfes  in  the  rear.  Lieut.  White, 
of  the  56th,  was  flightly  wounded  on  the  i6th.  On  the  night  of 
the  20th,  the  St.  Pafchal's  battery  was  raifed  three  fafcines.  At 
night  the  wind  blew  fo  ftrong  a  gale,  that  the  new  windmill,  on 
Windmill -hill,  took  fire  from  the  violence  of  the  fricflion,  and  was 
burnt  to  the  ground.  The  22d,  the  Enemy  made  fome  trifling 
additions,  and  fixed  a  barrier-gate  at  the  extremity  of  the  fourth 
branch  of  approach.  The  fubfequent  evening,  a  little  before  mid- 
night, we  were  gratified  with  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  Vernon  flore- 
fhip,  having  on  board  the  remaining  ten  gun-boats,  and  other 
materials  for  the  Garrifon.  Sotne  hours  after,  the  Cerberus  and 
Apollo  frigates.  Captains  Mann  and  Hamilton,  with  four  tranfports, 
having  the  97th  regiment  on  board,  anchored  under  our  guns. 

The  Vernon's  arrival  may  be  confidered  as  truly  fortunate,  fince 
no  lefs  than  thirty  Spanifli  men  of  war,  of  diff^erent  force,  were  out 
purpofely  to  intercept  her  and  the  Succefs  frigate.  Captain  Pole, 
her  convoy.  Some  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  Straits  they  fell 
in  with  a  forty-gun  frigate,  which  had  left  our  (blockade)  ftation, 
and  was  one  of  the  above-mentioned  cruifers.  A  warm  aftion  con- 
fequently  commenced ;  but  the  Spaniard,  finding  the  Vernon  well 
armed,  and  that  fhe  boldly  bore  down  to  fupport  the  Succefs,  after 
an  engagement  of  feveral  glaffes,  in  which  the  Vernon  had  a  con- 
fiderable  fhare,  thought  proper  to  fubmit.  On  board  the  prize 
were  found  papers  defcribing  the  Vernon,  to  the  mofl  minute 
part  of  her  rigging  ;  at  the  fame  time  mentioning  the  officers 
names  who  were  paffengers,  and  every  particular  article  of  her 
cargo  :   and  from  the  prifoners   we  learned  the  number  of  fhips 
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1782,     which  were  cruifing;  to  intercept  her.      Captain  Pole  afterwards 

March.  .  ^  .     . 

burned  the  Santa  Catalina,  and  feparated  from  the  Vernon  on  the 
appearance  of  the  Cerberus,  with  her, convoy,  which  he  miftook  for 
the  Enemy's  cruifers.  The  Vernon  therefore  proceeded  alone  for 
the  Garrifon,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits,  in  the  evening,  fell 
in  with,  and  indeed  v/as  furrounded  by,  the  Enemy's  fhips  :  but 
happily  the  fky  prognofticating  a  rough  night,  and  fhe  tacking  at  the 
fame  time  they  did ;  they,  fuppofmg  her  a  friend,  flood  in  for  the 
high  land ;  and  at  dufk  fhe  altered  her  courfe,  and  was  foon  fafe  ia 
her  deftined  port.  Lieut.  Col.  Gledftanes,  of  the  72d  regiment,  and 
other  officers,  came  in  her  as  paiTengers,  with  recruits  for  the  dif" 
ferent  regiments  in  the  Garrifon.  The  next  day,  the  97th  regiment, 
commanded  by  Col.  Stanton,  difembarked  feven  hundred  complete, 
and  were  immediately  quartered  in  Scud  hill  and  Rofia  barracks. 
This  regiment  foon  after  became  very  fickly  j  and  though  they  were 
attended  to  with  the  greateft  care  by  the  Governor  and  Officers, 
in  a  few  months  many  of  them  died ;  and  the  reft,  ,W(sre  of  little 
affiftance  to  the  Garrifon  before  September.  it  ^o  •♦•.-- 

The  Enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  24th,  were  difcovered,  from 
Willis's,  at  work  in  the  front  of  the  epaulement,  at  the  eaftern 
extremity  of  the  parallel :  a  few  rounds  of  grape,  however,  quickly 
drove  them  under  cover.  They  made  feveral  attempts  to  proceed, 
but  were  as  conftantly  obliged  to  retire.  The  fucceeding  morning, 
we  obferved  they  had  employed  parties  in  other  parts  of  their  works. 
The  communication  to  the  Centre  redoubt  was  raifed  j  many  tra- 
verfes  were  erefted  behind  the  fourth  approach,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fafcines  and  other  materials  brought  down  to  their 
works.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  25th,  the  Spanilh  officers  belonging 
to  the  Santa  Catalina,  who  were  brought  to  the  Garrifon  in  the 
Vernon,  were  fent  by  a  flag  of  truce  into  Spain  on  their  parole.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  day,    a  fhot  came  through  one  of  the  capped 

embrafures 
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embpafures  on  Princefs  Amelia's  battery  (Willis's),  took  off  the  legs  ty^r, 
of  two  men  belonging  to  the  yzd  and  73d  regiments,  one  leg  of  a 
foldier  of  the  73d,  and  wounded  another  man  in  both  legs  :  thus 
Jbur  men  ha.djeven  legs  taken  off  and  wounded  by  one  (hot.  The 
Boy  who  was  ufually  flationed  on  the  works  where  a  large  party 
was  employed,  to  inform  the  men  when  the  Enemy's  fire  was 
directed  to  that  place,  had  been  reproving  them  for  their  careleffnefs 
in  not  attending  to  him  ;  and  had  juft  turned  his  head  toward  the 
Enemy,  when  he  obferved  this  (hot,  and  inftantly  called  for  them  to 
take  care  :  his  caution  was  however  too  late ;  the  fhot  entered  the 
embrafure,  and  had  the  above-recited  fatal  effedt.  It  is  fomewhat 
lingular,  that  this  Boy  fhould  be  poffeffed  of  fuch  uncommon 
quicknefs  of  fight,  as  to  fee  the  Enemy's  iliot  almoft  immediately 
after  they  quitted  the  guns.  He  was  not,  however,  the  only  one 
in  the  Garrifon  poffeffing  this  qualification  ;  another  boy,  of  about 
the  fame  age,  was  as  celebrated,  if  not  his  fuperior.  Both  of 
them  belonged  to  the  Artificer  company,  and  were  conftantly  placed 
on  fome  part  of  the  works  to  obferve  the  Enemy's  fire  :  their  names 
were  Richardfon  and  Brand ;  the  former  was  reputed  to  have  the 
beft;  eye. 

■' '  The  night  of  the  25th,  the  Enemy  extended  their  parallel  in  a 
continued  diredlion  with  the  old  work  about  one  hundred  yards, 
with  cafks  and  fafcines,  banked  up  with  fand  in  front.  The 
fucceeding  evening,  we  perceived  feveral  guns  in  the  St.  Martin's 
battery ;  and  it  was  imagined,  that  ordnance  were  brought  forward 
for  the  other  batteries.  The  night  of  the  26th,  they  began  merlons 
for  fix  embrafures  in  the  Eaftern  redoubt,  two  in  each  face  opening 
on  the  Devil's  tower,  Lines,  and  Old  mole  :  they  alfo  lengthened 
the  parallel,  and  flrengthened  that  part  which  was  raifed  the  pre- 
ceding night.  The  28th,  they  fcaled  feveral  guns  and  mortars  in 
the  advanced  batteries  j  and  the  following  day,  we  concluded,  they 
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1782,     mounted  all  their  ordnance,  as  their  working  parties  gave  a  general 
,,J^^    huzza,  and  then  withdrew  for  the  day. 

Our  Opponents  at  this  time  fcarcely  expended  more  than  two 
hundred  rounds  in  the  twenty-four  hours  ;  but  we  frequently  faluted 
thena.with  double  that  number  in  that  period.  The  night  of  the 
.28th  and  29th,  the  Enemy  lined  with  fafcines  the  prolongation 
of  the  parallel,  and  eredled  five  traverfes  in  the  Eaftern  redoubt. 
Their  batteries  near  the  tower  now  appeared  to  be  completed ;  the 
fourth  month  being  juft  expired  fince  they  had  been  deftroyed. 
The  31ft,  being  a  grand  feftival,  our  batteries  were  double-manned, 
expe<fting  the  Befiegers  would  open  their  advanced  batteries  ;  but 
not  firing,  the  reinforcement  was  remanded  at  noon.  In  the  even- 
ing, about  fix  o'clock,  a  fhell  fet  fire  to  the  flank  of  the  Eaftern 
redoubt,  and,  the  flame  being  aflifted  with  a  briflc  difcharge,  burnt 
rapidly  for  fome  hours  :  at  laft,  however,  the  Enemy  extinguifhed 
it.  The  fucceeding  morning,  we  perceived  that  they  had  covered 
with  fand  the  part  which  had  taken  fire,  and  a  number  of  fafcines 
were  lying  in  great  confufion  about  the  work.  The  fame  night,  a 
boat  came  in  from  Portugal  with  fheep,  oranges,  lemons,  and  fowls.: 
two  others  alfo  arrived  in  the  courfe  of  the  month. 

April.  On  the  evening  of  the  ift  of  April,  a  foldier  of  the  39th  regiment 
defer  ted  from  Land  port :  feveral  hundred  rounds  of  mufquetry  and 
grape  were  difcharged  at  him,  fome  of  which  it  is  imagined  took 
place,  as  he  dropped  juft  before  he  got  to  the  St.  Carlos' s  battery, 
and  was  carried  into  the  work  by  itv^n  of  the  guard.  At  dufk,  a 
Volunteer  of  Arragon  came  over  to  us:  he  brought  his  arms  and 
fome  neceflaries,  which,  with  other  circumftances,  occafioned  a 
fufpicion  of  his  being  a  fpy.  He  reported  that  the  Enemy  had 
fuffered  confiderably  in  reftoring  their  batteries  j  upwards  of  four 
hundred  being  killed,  and  nearly  as-  many  more  wounded.     The 

Eaftern 
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Eaftern  redoubt,  he  informed  us,  was  called  the  Malion  battery,     i?^* 

April, 

The  Enemy,  on  the  2d,  began  to  pitch  tents  in  rear  of  the  Walon 
guards :  they  were  afterwards  increafed  to  fix  double  rows,  capable 
of  quartering  a  battalion  of  infantry. 

As  GRATES  for  heating  fliot  were  diftributed  on  the  different 
northern  batteries  in  the  beginning  of  this  month,  we  imagined  the 
Governor  intended  applying  red-hot  fliot  againft  the  Enemy's  works, 
which  appeared  now  complete.  We  were  however  difappointed : 
they  were  ftill  referved  as  a  bonne  boiiche,  for  the  clofing  of  the  fcene. 

The  night  of  the  5th,  the  Enemy  eredled,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
parallel,  a  place  d'armes  of  four  fides,  one  of  which  was  the  parallel 
lengthened,  the  other  three  extending  in  obtufe  angles  to  the  rear. 
Th;  6i:h,  Colonel  Stanton  was  appointed  a  Brigadier-general ;  and 
Capt.  BLmckley,  of  the  97th  regiment,  his  Brigade-major.  The  8th, 
we  perceived  feme  tents  pitched  upon  the  plain  beneath  the  ruins  of 
Carteia  -,  and  the  following  day  this  camp  was  increafed  with  five 
double  rows  of  tents  :  a  regiment  in  white  took  pofi'efiion  in  the 
evening.  The  9th,  a  regiment  in  blue  marched  into  the  new  camp, 
pitched  the  2d  of  this  month.  The  fame  day  all  the  carpenters  of 
the  regiments  in  garrifon  (thofe  of  the  97th  regiment  excepted)  were 
ordered,  with  a  hundred  additional  real-men,  into  the  King's  works. 
At  night  the  Enemy  made  fome  alterations  near  St.  Pafchal's  battery^ 
and  ftrengthened  the  place  d'armes  at  the  extremity  of  the  parallel. 
The  loth,  Lieut.  Wetham,  of  the  12th  regiment,  was  killed  by  a 
fplinter  of  a  fhell,  marching  at  the  head  of  the  fpur-guard  up  the 
ramp,  from  Land-port  ditch.  His  fervant  alfo  loft  his  arm,  and  the 
drummer  had  his  drum  broken  to  pieces  :  but  the  reft  of  the  guard 
efcaped.  The  death  of  this  young  Officer  was  much  regretted ;  and 
it  feemed  particularly  unfortunate,  as  the  Enemy  only  fired  that  fatal  ' 
IheH,  and  one  ihot,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day.:  'iUi'i  ■^.-  ' 

A  Faro? 
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^J^a*  A  Faro  boat  arrived  on.  the  i  ithfrom  Portugal,  with  difpatch'SS 

for  the  Governor.  A  private  letter  fent  from  Lifbon  by  this  boat, 
mentioned,  that  great  preparations  were  making  at  Cadiz,  and  in  the 
Mediterranean  ports,  for  a  moft  vigorous  attack  on  Gibraltar ;  and 
that  the  J)uke  de  Crillon,  who  had  lately  taken  St.  Philip's,  was  to 
command  with  twenty  thoufand  French  and  Spanifh  troops,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  were  at  prefent  before  the  Garrifon  j  with  Monlieur 
D'Ar^on,  a  French  engineer  of  great  eminence  and  abilities ;  and 
Adrhiral  Don  Bonaventura  Moreno,  with  ten  fail  of  the  line, 
befides  floating-batteries,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  &c.  &c.  The 
truth  of  this  intelligence  we  little  doubted,  as  many  circumftances 
now  occurred  daily  that  ferved  to  confirm  it.  The  Enemy's  can- 
nonade, in  the  courfe  of  the  1 2th,  was  Angular  indeed  :  from  fix  in 
the  morning  to  fun-fet,  they  fired  every  two  or  three  minutes  a 
fingle  gun  or  mortar  ;  and  being  the  anniverfary  of  their  bombard- 
ment, it  appeared  ftill  more  extraordinary.  Some  jocular  perfons  in 
the  Garrifon  remarked,  that  perhaps  they  were  commemorating  the 
day  with  fafling  and  prayer,  and  by  their  minute-guns  expreiiing 
their  forrow,  that  fo  many  thoufand  barrels  of  powder,  and  rounds 
of  ammunition,  ihould  have  been  expended  to  fo  little  purpofe. 
Their  firing  from  the  1 2th  gradually  decreafed,  for  about  a  week  j 
when,  for  a  few  nights,  they  fired  brifker  than  ufual.  It  afterwards 
diminifhed  to  about  a  hundred  rounds  on  an  average  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  fcarce  exceeded  that  number  during  the  remainder 
of  the  month.  Their  fafcine-parties  continued  to  be  aftively 
employed  preparing  materials  in  their  parks  j  and  long  firings  of 
mules  were  conftantly  removing  them  to  the  Lines  and  advanced  bat- 
teries. Throughout  their  camp  new  life  feemed  to  be  infufed  into 
the  troops  :  inflead  of  that  inactive  languor  which  had  fo  long  pre- 
vailed in  all  their  operations,  every  perfon  now  appeared  in  motion. 

The 
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The  morning  of  the  i6th,  we  remarked  that  the  Enemy  had  '782. 
repaired  the  eaftern  part  of  the  Mahon  battery,  burnt  down  the  latter 
end  of  the  preceding  iiionth.  Some  other  trifling  additions  were 
ahb  made  to  this  work.  The  20th,  arrived  the  AntigalHcan  ord- 
nance-ihip  from  England.  The  nights  of  the  21ft  and  22d,  the 
Enemy's  parties  added  fome  further  repairs  to  the  Mahon  battery : 
they  alfo  raifed  a  fmall  work  near  the  tower,  and  ereded  feveral  tra- 
verfes  in  various  parts  of  the  parallel.  The  24th,  one  of  our  new  gun- 
boats, which  had  been  launched  on  the  i8th,  was  tried  with  an 
eighteen-pounder  on  board;  and  the  practice  met  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Governor  and  Olhcers  of  the  Navy.  As  a  perfon  was  fent  out 
in  the  Vernon  to  fuperintend  their  conftrudtion,  the  keels  of  feveral 
other  boats  after  his  arrival  were  immediately  laid  on  the  flocks ;  and 
the  carpenters,  being  now  acquainted  with  the  marks,  proceeded  with 
confidence  and  expedition  :  four  or  five  more  therefore  were  in  great 
forwardnefs.  Weobferved,  about  this  time,  numbers  of  boats  pafT- 
ing  and  repaffing,  between  Algeziras  and  Point  Mala,  and  two  Ihips 
in  the  I'iver  Palmones,  which  we  imagined  were  fitting  out  as 
fire-fhips  :  precautions  were  therefore  taken  to  render  them  inef- 
fedlual,  in  cafe  they  refolved  on  another  attempt  to  burn  our  frigates. 
The  25th,  a  little  after  day-break,  a  deferter  came  in  from  the 
Enemy  :  he  was  a  native  of  Arragon,  and  comrade  to  the  laft :  he 
confirmed  our  information  from  Lifbon,  refpedting  the  intended 
attack,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  de  Crillon  -,  adding,  that 
they  had  refolved  to  make  the  principal  attack  by  fea;  for  which 
purpofe  large  fhips  were  to  be  fitted  up  with  cork,  &c.  The  new 
camp,  near  Rocadillo  point,  he  faid,  was  occupied  by  the  regiment 
of  Cordova  infantry,  lately  arrived  from  Ceuta. 

Though  their  camp  had  been  confiderably  reinforced  within  the 
preceding  fix  weeks,  yet  we  could  not  obferve  that  they  had  made  any 
addition  to  their  guards,  which  continued  to  be  about  the  ikme  number 

as 
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as  mentioned  fome  months  before.  The  28th,  they  raifed  the  merlons 
oftheMahon  battery  with  fand-bags.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
they  brought  down  two  guns  from  their  artillery-park  to  Fort 
Tonara,  whither  they  had  carried  four  the  preceding  day.  The. 
30th, ,  they  began  laying  platforms  in  the  Mahon  battery  :  on  the 
fame  day  we  launched  our  fecond  gun- boat.  Seven  more  were 
on  the  flocks. 

May.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  Enemy  repaired  the  weft  branch 
of  the  St.  Carlos's,  which  fell  down  fome  time  before,  and  made 
fome  alterations  in  the  Black  battery.  Several  hundred  mules 
came  likewife  with  clay  to  the  lines.  From  feven  in  the  evening  of 
the  4th,  to  the  fame  hour  the  fucceeding  afternoon,  both  the 
Garrifonand  the  Enemy  were  filent.  This  was  the  firft  twenty-four 
hours  in  which  there  had  been  no  firing  for  the  fpace  of  nearly 

THIRTEEN  MONTHS. 

The  evening  of  the  7th,  the  Cerberus  and  Apollo  frigates,  with 
four  tranfports  and  four  ordnance-fhips,  failed  for  England.  The 
ilicceeding  morning  we  obferved  that  three  of  the  tranfports  were 
captured,  and  in  company  with  the  Enemy's  cruifers  were  then  turning 
to  windv/ard.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  a  line-of-battle  fliip, 
with  feven  large  vefTels  and  a  few  polacres  and  tartans,  arrived  in 
the  Bay  from  the  weft,  and  anchored  at  Algeziras.  At  dufk,  the 
large  vefTels,  which  appeared  to  be  old  men  of  war,  or  galleons, 
hauled  clofe  in  fhore.  The  Governor,  at  night,  ordered  a  picquet 
to  reinforce  Waterport  guard.  The  Enemy  ftill  continued  difcharging 
about  a  hundred  rounds  every  twenty-four  hours ;  and  their  parties  as 
well  as  ours  were  employed  in  making  trifling  additions  and  repairs.' 
The  arrival  of  the  above-mentioned  fhipping  at  Algeziras,  occafioned 
various  conjedlures :  from  many  circumftances,  we  had  reafon  to 
imagine  they  were  intended  for  the  attack  by  fea,  which  was  medi- 
tating 


May. 
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tating  againil  the  Garrifon.  The  Governor  and  Chief  Engineer's  1^78? 
attention  confequently  became  engaged  towards  the  fea-line  :  the 
beach  behind  the  Old  mole  was  fortified  with  a  row  of  floping  pali- 
fades  ;  Water-port  gateway  was  well  barricaded,  an  il  a  chevaux-de~ 
frife  ordered  to  be  got  ready  to  place  at  the  foot  of  Land-port  gla- 
cis :  the  ramp  in  the  ditch  was  likewife  removed ;  and  thofe  bat- 
teries on  the  fea-line,  which  they  conceived  might  probably  be 
oppofed  to  the  Enemy's  attack,  were  infpedted,  and  put  in  the  beft 
order  of  defence. 

The  Enemy,  about  the  12th,  removed,  and  made  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  their  ordnance  in  the  forts  and  batteries  along  the  coafts  : 
we  fuppofed  they  were  changing  them  for  others  of  a  larger  calibre. 
The  1 4th,  feveral  of  the  large  (hips  at  Algeziras  ftruck  their  yards 
and  top-mafts,  and  a  great  number  of  men  appeared  on  board  them  j 
which  movements  left  us  no  longer  to  doubt,  that  they  were  intended 
to  be  fitted  up  as  Floating  Batteries  for  the  grand  attack  : 
this  opinion  was  confirmed  in  the  afternoon,  by  their  beginning 
to  cut  down  the  poops  of  two  of  them.  The  fubfequent  day,  three 
flore-fhips,  the  Queen  Charlotte,  Leonora,  and  Charles,  arrived 
from  England,  with  powder,  fhells,  bedding,  and  timber.  Three 
gun-boats,  on  their  appearance  in  the  Gut,  went  from  the  point 
to  fpeak  them  ;  but  the  lliips  hoifting  French  colours,  and  flanding 
for  Algeziras,  the  boats  were  deceived,  and  returned  :  the  falfe 
colours  were  foon  after  ftruck,  and  Britifh  difplayed  ;  and  they 
arrived  without  oppofition.  The  new  gun -boats  which  were 
launched,  were,  on  this  occafion,  of  particular  fervice ;  and  before 
night,  nineteen  hundred  barrels  of  powder  were  fecured  in  our 
magazines.  The  Enemy,  on  the  17th,  opened  thirteen  large  port- 
holes in  the  larboard  fide  of  one  of  the  fliips  at  Algeziras,  and  ks^vi 
in  another. 

H  h  Their 
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17821  Their  operations  now  in  the  advanced   works  almoft  totally- 

t,,..^    ceafed  ;  their  whole.attention  feemed  occupied  by  the  fhips  at  Alge- 
ziras,  and  by  arrangements  in. their  camp.     Cannon  and  variety  of" 
miHtary  ftores  were  landed'  beyond  Point  Mala,  and  a  ftrong  party 
was  employed  in  ereding  a  large  building  near  the  landing-place,, 
which  we  conjedtured  was  for  an  hofpital.     The  firing  on  both; 
fides   varied  as  circumftances  diredted.     Three  men  of  the  58th -^ 
regiment  were  miffing  on  the  19th  ;  and  a  party  being  immediately 
fent  in  queft  of  them,    their  bodies  were  found  dafhed  to  pieces 
behind  the  rock  j  the  rope  by  which  they  were  to  have  defcended. 
being  many  yards  too  fhort.     The  Enemy  were  very  active  about 
their  fhips ;;  eleven  port-holes  were  opened  in  the  fide  of  a  third ; 
and  on  the  2 1  ft,  they  began  to  ftrengthen  their  larboard  fides  Vidth.; 
fbme  materials  which  appeared  like  junk.     The  ekfticity  and  refift- 
ance  of  this  article  rendered  it  very  eligible  for  the  purpoie. .    On  the  : 
land  fide  they  continued  collecting  brufh-wood  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  had  ftrong  parties  at  work,  making  fafcines. .    At  the 
landing-place,-  ftores  of  every  fpecies  were  daily  difembarked.     On 
the  other  hand,  the  Garrifon,  with  unwearied  affiduity,, made  various  - 
difpofitions  to  repel  their  attack.    The  Jloping  palifades  at  Water  port 
by  this  time  were  finiihed,  and  the  gateway  barricaded,  .excepting  a 
fmall  paflage  for  the  wicket.     To  this  poft.  the  Governor  feemed 
particularly  to  attend.     The  intentions  of  the  Enemy  were  no  longer 
myfterious :  every  preparation  was  therefore  -  made  to  give,  them  a 
warm  reception  :  an  additional  number  of  grates  for  heating  fhot, 
were  made  and  diftributed  along  the  Line- wall ;    and  the  Navy 
lowered  their  yards  and  top-mafts,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  adl  on  fhore 
ki  a  moment's  notice. 

A  PRIVATEER  xebeque  arrived  on  the  25th  from  Leghorn,  with^ 
a  Corfican  officer  and  twelve  privates,    who  came  to  offer  their 
fervices  as  volunteers  during  the  approaching  attack  j   which  the 

Governor ' 
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Governor  accepted,  and  ordered  tliem  to  be  entertained  by  different     '782* 
regiments  till  the  others  arrived,  who,  they  informed  us,  were  on  their 
palTage.     In  the  evening,  a  large  building,  to  the  eafl  of  the  Cata- 
lonian  camp,  took  fire,  and  was  totally  confumed :  it  had  formerly 
been  a  barrack,  but  was  now,  as  the  deferters  informed  us,  a  granary 
.for  forage  and  corn.     We  numbered  at  this  time  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred pieces  of  cannon  in  the  artillery-park  of  the  Enemy.      The 
25th,  the  engineers  began   to  mine  a  gallery  from  a  place  above 
Farringdon's  battery  (Willis's),  to  communicate  through  the  rock 
to  a  notch  or  projedlion  of  the  rock,  below  Green's  Lodge,  in  which 
the  Governor  propofed  tc  make  a  battery.     The  26th,  another  vefTel 
arrived  from  Algiers,  and  brought  letters,  acquainting  us  that  it  was 
univerfally  believed  in  Spain,  that  the  Garrilbn,   from  the  magnitude 
of  the  preparations  for  the  attack,  inevitably  muft  be  taken  before 
the  end  of  July.     The  fame  day  about  noon,  a  large  fleet  appeared 
from  theeaft,  upwards  of  a  hundred  fail  of  which' we  obferved  in  the 
evening  enter  the  Bay,  and  anchor  between  the  river  Palmones  and 
Algeziras.     The  fucCe'eding  morning  we  were  enabled  to  make  our 
obfervations  on   them :   three  were  large  and  armed,  one  of  them 
with  a  flag  at  her  mizen  :  the  refl:  were  fhips  with  troops  on  board, 
and  fmall  polacres  and  fettees,  fuppofed  from  their  appearance  to  be 
'laden  with  flores.      In  the  courfe  of  the  27th,   28th,  and  29th,  they 
landed,  it  was  imagined,  about  twelve  battalions ;    which,  calcu- 
lating at  about  {even  hundred  and  fifty  to  each  battalion,  amounted 
to  about  nine  thoufand  men,  if  the  regiments  werfe  complete.     As 
the  troops  difembarked,  they  encamped  in  the  rear  of  the  fecond 
line,  extending  towards  the  horfe-barrack  now  called  Buena-Vijia^ 
which,  we  underfliood  from  the  lafl:  deferterS,  had  been  fitted  up  for 
the  Commander  in  Chiefs  quarters :  others  of  them  occupied  the 
ground  on  the  left  of  the  firfl:  line,  and  on  the  right  of  the  Cata- 
lonians,  in  an  obtufe  diredlion  up  the  hill  towards  the  Queen  of  Spain's 
chair.     Large  parties  were  detached  to  land  the  military  fl:ores. 

Hh2  A   FLAG 
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1782,  A  FLAG  of  truce  came  from  the  Enemy  on  the  28th,  with  a  letter 

May.  . 

u'V'O  from  Mr,  Anderfon,  a  merchant  who  had  left  the  Garrifon  fome 
w<-tf"-  days  before; -and  had  been  taken  on  his  paflage  to  Faro.  Before  the 
purport  of  the  flag  was  known,  the  Governor,  fpeaking  to  the  officers- 
near  him,,  f&id"  he  fuppofed  the  Duke  was  arrived,  and  had  fent  ta 
*'  fummon  the  Garrifon;  but  he  fliould  give  him  a  fhort  anfwer, 
"  No, — No, — and  hoped  the  gentlemen"  (addreffing  himfelf  to  the 
Officers  prefent)  "  would  all  fupport  him."  He  had  not,  however^ 
an  opportunity  of  being  fo  fpiritedly  laconic.-  The  day  following,, 
we  perceived  a  new  encampment  between  the  Gatalonians  and  the 
left  of  the  firfl  line,  and  great  additions  were  made  to  thofe  mentioned, 
before.  Six  of  their  battering-fhips  were  now  in  hand,  and  an  uni- 
verfal  ad:ivity  was  obferved. throughout  their  camp..  The  firing  on. 
both  fides  varied  very  little:  if  there  were  any  difference  in  the. 
aumber  of  rounds,  the  Garrifon  had  the  advantage.  Our  Engineers 
at  this  time  were  employed  in  repairing  the  damaged  and  uneven 
platforms  on  the  fea-line  batteries,  and  the  Artillery  iadifpofingof 
the  heavy  ordnance,  where  they  would  a<St  with  greater  execution  ' 
and  effedt.  Scarce  a  day  now  paflTed  but  veffels  of  all  denominations^ 
arrived  in  the  Bay,  at  the  Enemy's  camp;  the  generality  of  which, 
feemed  laden  with  military  fhores  and  materials  for  the  fiege. 

June.         June  did  not  commence  with  any   thing  extraordinary.    'Thfe  • 
2d,  Brigadier  Stanton  died  of  a  coup  de  foleil.     The  Enemy,  the 
following   day,    pitched  feveral  large   tents   to   the  fouthward  of 
Algeziras,  for  the  accommodation   of  the  workmen  employed  ia 
fitting   up  their  ffiips.     The  4th,    being  hi^  Majefty's  birth-day, 
the   laft  of  our  new  gun-boats  was  launched ;    and  at  noon  the 
whole  fired  a  falute,  commencing  with  a  falvo  of  forty-four  guns 
Jhotted,  from  the  north  front  of  the  Garrifon  :  the  Enemy's  batteries  .'! 
■   inftantly  returned  our  land^fire,  and  in,  ib. fmart  a  manner  as  to  ji' 
-         ^     -       -^      "  :.    -v.'■i^    ton   J/i'ii  V-.'  ■.        .convHjce.  U 
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convince  us,  they  had  prepared  to  retaliate.     The  following  are  the     >78>i,, 
names  of  the  gun-boats,  and  fhips  from  which  they  were  manned. 


.     ^^     -  r  Revenge  one24pf.    21  Men 

From   the  \  ^^f^""^^  °"=  ^4^0.   zi  do. 

Brilliant     <  Refolution        one  1 8  do.   21  do. 
frieate         J  Spitfire  oneiSdo.   21  do. 

^  I  Dreadnought  one  i8do.   21  do. 

(_  Thunder         one  j  8  do.  21  do. 


fEuropa  one  24  p'.   21  Man 

Terrible  one  18  do.   21  do. 

Fury  one  1 8  do.  21  do. 

Scourge  one  1 8  do.  21  do. 

Terror  one  18  do.  21  do. 
From  the  1 

Speedwell  >  Vengeance  one  18  do.  21  do. 
cutter         3 


On  the  5th,  three  rows  of  double  tents,  ten  in  each  row,^  were 
pitched  near  Barcelo's  battery,  at  Algeziras.  Mr.  M'Gregor,  a 
volunteer  in  the  73d,  was  wounded  the  fame  day  by  a  fhell ;  of 
which  article  the  Enemy's  artillery,  within  a  day  or  two,  had  been  j 
more  profufe  than  ufual.  The  6th,  Captain  Wideburg  of  Reden's 
was  wounded  in  the  Queen's  lines.  On  the  7th,  our  artillery 
pradlifed  from  the  King's  baflion,  with  red-hot  Jhot,  againft  the 
Irifhman's  brig,  which  was  ilranded  at  the  back  of  the  Old  mole. 
In  the  firfl  round,  one  of  the  artillery-men  putting  in  the  fhot, 
the  fire  by  fome  means  immediately  communicated  to  the  cartridge, 
and  the  unfortunate  man  was  blown  from  the  embrafure  in  fome  , 
hundred  pieces  :  two  others  were  alfo  flightly  wounded  with  the 
unexpected  recoil  of  the  carriage.  The  pradice  after  this  accident 
was  difcontinued.  Li  the  evening,  a  fhell  fell  into  a  quarter  in 
town,  and  carried  away  part  of  a  chair,  in  which  Enfign  M'Kenzie, 
of  the  73d,  was  fitting :  it  immediately  burft  in  the  room  below, 
and  lifted  him  and  the  chair  from  the  floor,  without  farther  injury,.   ,  . 

■ •>  1:;    aJ    -„b 

The   Enemy's  inadivity  in  their  advanced  batteries  was  fufii- ^  , 

ciently  compenfated  by  their  diligence  and  celerity  at  Algeziras  .i  ,^^ 

fix  Ihips  were  now  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  on  the  loth  they  began  ...^ 

upon  another.     Of  this  interval  of  tranquillity,  as  we  may  call  it, 

(though  the   Enemy  had  not   quite  difcontinued   their  fire)    the 

Governor 


.3nii)[ 
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17S2,  Governor  took  advantage,  and  employed  it  with  indefatigable  zeai 
l!^  in  completing  the  works  of  the  Garrifon.  New  batteries  bearing 
.on  Water  port,  which  appeared  to  be  his  grand  objedl  of  defence, 
■  were  opened  in  the  Moorifli  caftle  :  a  calfToned  battery  was  alfo 
(Credted.at  upper  F'orbes's,  and  fome  alterations  made  in  the  lines  : 
moveable  palifades,  with  calks  of  earth,  fand,  5cc.  were  diftribu ted 
in  various  parts  along  the  line-wall,  to  be  ready  in  cafe  a  breach 
;ihould  be  effedled  ;  and  the  outworks  at  Land  port  underwent  fome 
advantageous  alterations.  Two  or  three  men  about  this  time  at- 
.tempted  to  defert ;  but  they  were  all  retaken. 

-''  ©N  the  1 1  th,  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  an  unlucky "^ihell 
-frbhi'the  Enemy  fell  through  the  fplinter-proof,  at  the  door  of  the 
magazine  on  Princefs  Anne's  battery  (Willis's),  and  burfting,  com- 
iinunicated  to  the  powder,  which  inftantly  blew  up.  The  explofion 
was  fo  violent  as  to  iliake  the  whole  rock,  and  throw  the  materials 
on  both  fides  an  almoft  incredible  way  into  the  fea.  Three  mer- 
lons on  the  weft  flank  of  the  battery,  with  feveral  unfortunate  men 
who  had  run  behind  them  for  fhelter,  were  forced  down  from 
the  level  of  the  platforms  into  the  Prince's  lines,  which,  with  the 
'Queen's  below,  were  almoft  filled  with  rubbifli.  The  magazine 
rSiear  it  happily  .efcaped,  though  the  door  was  thrown  open  by  the 
explofion.  Our  lofs  by  this  dreadful  accident  was  chiefly  among 
the  workmen  who  were  em|iloyed  on  :the  flank  of  the  battery :  one 
drummer,  and  thirteen  rank  and  file,  were  killed  j  three  ferjeants, 
three  drummers,  and  nine  rank  and  file,  wounded.  Immediately 
after  the  report  of  the  explofion,  and  on  the  appearance  of  the  large 
column  of  fmoke,  the  Enemy  gave  a  loud  huzza :  their  drums 
beat  to  arms  in  the  camp ;  and  fome  perfons  aver,  that  their  firft 
iline  aflfembled,  and  were  adually -on  their  march  towards  Fort  St. 
Philipi  but  afterwards  returned.  As  ; the  engineers,  after  <the  acci- 
jlent,  got  together  the  remains  of  the  party,  to  effedually  fecure 
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the  magazine  which  had  fo  miraculoufly  efcaped,  the  Enemy  con-  j^Sa. 
tinued  the  cannonade  the  remainder  of  the  day;  and,  as  if  fate  was 
refolved  at  that  particular  time  to  fport  with  our  anxiety,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  firing,  two  other  (hells  fell  upon  the  remaining  maga- 
zine, and  one  into  the  very  fplinter-proof  in  front  of  the  door  : 
happily  the  latter  did  not  go  through ;  for,  if  it  had,  this  maga- 
zine might  have  fliared  the  fate  of  its  neighbour,  and  the  whole  of 
the  batteries  at  Willis's  have  probably  been  7naterially  injured. 
Princefs  Anne's  battery,  the  flank  of  it  excepted,  was  not  confiderably 
damaged  :  the  caiflbned  merlons  were  much  fliaken,  and  the  battery 
filled  with  rubbifli ;  however,  before  night  the  whole  was  cleared 
away,  and  feveral  rounds  fired  from  that  battery,  as  well  as  from 
the  other  batteries,  to  convince  the  Enemy  that  the  misfortune  was 
not  of  fo  much  importance  as  they  probably  imagined  :  indeed,  from 
fo  dreadful  an  accident,  it  was  wonderful  that  the  injury  was  not  of 
greater  confequence* 

The  Navy,  on  the  13th,  under  the  diredion  of  the  Engineers;,, 
began  to  caifTon  the.  weft  face  of  the  New-mole  fort.  About  fun- 
fet,  a  foldier  of  the  58th  regiment,  who  had  lately  joined  in  the 
Vernon,  deferted  from  Land  port :  at  night  a  picqiaet  was  ordered 
to  reinforce  that  guard.  The  14th,  a  French  frigate,  with  eighteen 
or  nineteen  polacres,  &c.  arrived  in  the  Bay.  The  fame  afternoon, 
a  xebeque,  returning  to  Algeziras,  from  the  eaft,  ftood  in  fo  clofe 
to  the  Gar rifon,  that  fhe  was  perplexed  by  the  eddy- winds,  and 
remained  a  confiderable  time  ftationary  :  the  Garrifon  fired  upon 
her,  and  the  gun-boats  were  manned,  and  rowed  out  to  attack  her  j 
but  two  of  the  Enemy's  boats,  coming  to  her  affiftance,  towed  her 
head  round ;  and  foon  after,  a  breeze  carried  her  out  of  all  danger. 
If  our  boats  had  got  out' a  little  earlier,  fhe  might  have  been  roughly 
handled;  and  feme  were  fanguine  enough  to  think  ihe  might  have 
been  taken. 

As 
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1732,  Ag  BOATS  were  conftantly  detached  by  the  Navy  at  night-fall,  to 

row  guard  at  fome  diftance  from  the  Garrifon,  and  give  informatioa 
of  the  approach  of  the  gun-boats,  or  any  other  veflels,  curiofity  often 
prompted  them  to  approach  the  Enemy's  fhore  -,  and  for  fome  pre- 
ceSing  nights  they  reported,  that  they  heard,  at  Algeziras,   a  noife 
like  that  of  men  hard  at  work ;  whence  we  concluded,  their  impa- 
tience to  finifh  their  battering-fhips  made  them  embrace  all  oppor- 
tunitieSj    both   by   day  and  night.     The   i6th,    a  new  camp  was 
qbferved  between  the  Grand  magazine  and  the  Orange-grove.     The 
battalion  which  occupied  it  were  fuppofed  to  be  difembarked  from 
t|ie  fnaall  convoy  which  arrived  on  the   14th.     At  night,  a  noife 
of  boats  was  diftinilly  heard  from  our  prames,  at  fome  diftance  in. 
the   Bay :    it  however  ceafed  on  a  gun  being  fired  towards    that 
quarter.     This  circumftance  occafioned  new  fignals  to  be  appointed 
for  the  prames.     The  97th  regiment,  on  the  17th,  for  the  firft  time, 
gave  a  picquet  of  forty  men.     The  following  day,  Hardenberg's  regi- 
ment was  ordered,  in  cafe  of  an  alarm,  to  adt  with  the  58th  at  Europa, 
inftead.of  marching  to  town.    In  the  afternoon,  a  French  convoy,  of 
upwards  of  fixty  fail,  under  three  frigates,  anchored  in  the  Bay,  off 
the  Guadaranque,  from  the  eaft.     As  moft  of  the  fhips  had  troops 
on  board,  we  concluded  it  was  the  French  reinforcement,  of  which 
we  had  received  previous  information.      The  following  evening, 
feveral  Spanifh  and  French  general  officers,  with  their  fuites,  vifited 
the  lines  j  where  they  remained,  excepting  one  General,  who,  accom- 
panied by  an  an  artillery  officer  and  an  engineer,  came  forward  to  the 
advanced  works,  and  ftood  fome  time  in  front  of  the  St.  Martin's 
battery.     At  this  time,  a  groupe  of  thofe  who  remained  in  the  lines 
were  aflembled  on  the  glacis  :  our  artillery  thought  proper  to  give 
them  a  fhpt,  which  the  General  in  the  advanced  works  probably  took 
as  a  hint  to  retire ;  for  he  immediately  pulled  off  his  hat,  and  returned 
into  the  battery.     This  circumftance  ferved  to  confirm  us  in  our 
conjeftures,  that  the  reinforcement  was  French ;  and  it  was  com- 
puted 
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puted  to  be  about  five  thoufand  men.  Soon  after  the  above  fleet  '7S2 
arrived,  five  gun-boats  approached  very  near  the  town,  apparently 
out  of  bravado,  to  demonflrate  to  their  new  friends  hov/  contemp- 
tuoufly  they  confidered  us  j  but  a  few  rounds  taking  effefl,  they 
retired  in  great  confufion,  and  moH  likely  paid  dear  for  their  arro- 
gance. The  2  0th  and  2rfl:  the  French  troops  difembarked,  and 
encamped  to  the  eaft  of  the  Stone  quarry,  immediately  under  the 
Queen-  of  Spain's  chair. 

As  AFFAIRS  v/ere  daily  becoming  more  ferious,  the  ferjeants,  and 
ilich  drummers  of  the  Garrifon  as  were  able,  were  ordered,  in  cafe 
of  alarm,  to  turn  out  with  firelocks  and  accoutrements  ;  which  were 
iiccordingly  delivered  to  the  different  regiments  from  the  grand  ftore. 
The  Governor  feemed  determined  to  have  no  idle  hands  in  the  place 
at  fuch  a  critical  time.  Muficians,  who  before  had  been  exempted 
from  duty,  alfo  returned  to  the  ufe  of  the  firelock  and  iliovel. 

The  morning  of  the  21  ft,  two  Genoefe,  formerly  inhabitants  of 
the  Garrifon,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  Enemy  in  a  fettee  bound 
for  Gibraltar,  made  their  efcape  in  a  boat  from  a  prifon-fliio  at 
Algeziras.  They  informed  us  that  the  grand  attack  was  fixed  to  be 
in  September;  but  that  all,  both  failors  and  foldiers,  were  much 
averfe  to  theenterprife.  In  the  afternoon,  two  General  officers  again 
vifited  the  lines ;  and  we  remarked,  their  guards  did  not  relieve  at 
their  ufual  hour,  but  probably  came  down  after  twilight.  From 
the  19th  to  the  21ft,  the  Enemy's  fire  daily  diminidied  ;  and  on  the 
2  2d,  about  five  in  the  evening,  their  batteries  were  totally  filent. 
This  fudden  cefTation  induced  us  to  conclude  that  the  Duke  de  Crillon 
had  alTumed  the  command  of  the  Combined  Army. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      VII. 

Spaniards  very  afi'ive  in  co?npletitig  their  battering-JJnps. — The  nephew 
of  the  celebrated  Corfican  general,  Pafcal  Paoli,  arrives  at  Gibraltar, 
and  offers,  with  others  of  his  countrymen,  to  a£i  as  a  volunteer  diirijig- 
thejiege. — E7iemy  after  great  preparations  cotinnence  the  additional 
works  on  the  Ifhmus. — Letters  between  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and 
General  Eliott. — Enemy  s  works  are  by  accident  fet  on  fire,  which 
induces  the  Duke- to  prote£l  them  by  a  temporary  cannonade. — 'The 
Britijh  feamen  landed  and  formed  into  a  Marine  Brigade.^— AStive- 
operations  of  the  befiegers. — Sofne  of  the  battering-Jlnps  remove  to 
the  Orange-grove,  %ohere  the  Enemy  begin  to  ajjemble  their  niariti7ne 
force, — Lieut.  General  Boyd  recommends  om  immediate  trial  of  hot 
Jhot,  the  fuccefs  of  which  provokes  the-Enetny  to  opeti  their  new 
Batteries  before  they  are  co7npleted. — The  Combiiied fleets  of  France 
and  Spain  arrive  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar. — T  he  grand  attack.. 
— The  batterijig-Jlnps  deflroyed,  and  tb^  Enemy  refcued from  inevi- 
table death  by  the  gallantry  of  the  Marine  Brigade. — ConduSl  of' 
the  befiegers  after  their  defeat,  till  their  fnall  craft  difperfe. 

Vune'  The  Court  of  Madrid,  whofe  whole  attention  feemed  bent  upon 
the  recovery  of  Gibraltar,  had  hitherto  found,  all  her  attempts, 
whether  by  fea  or  land,  totally  inefFedlual ;  and  the  repeated  difgrace 
which  her  arms  had  fufFered,  could  not  fail  to  mortify  her  pride. 
The  cruel  and  wanton  deftrudtion  of  the  town  had  tended  to  no 
other  purpofe,  than  to  refleft  diflionour  on  her  meafures,  in  the  eye 
of  Europe.  Pride  and  revenge  therefore  now  urged  her  to  the  utmoft 
exertions  of  her  power  and  Ikill,  fo  that  no  means  were  negledled,. 
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no  expence  was  fpared,  to  infure  fuccefs.     Her  treafures  were  lavifhly     17S2 
expended  ;   the  labour  of  the  nation  was  exhaufted  in  the  magnitude 
of  the  preparations  j  and  her  whole  naval  and  military  force  now 
appeared  diredted  to  the  recovery  of  that  natural  and  ancient  appen- 
dage of  the  Crown. 

The  Duke  de  Crillon,  lately  returned  from  the  conquefi:  of  Fort 
St.  Philip,  who  had  formerly  commanded  at  the  Spanifli  lines  before 
Gibraltar,  and  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the 
Garrifon,  was  appointed  to  condudl  the  military  force  to  be  employed 
in  this  arduous  and  interefting  enterprife.  With  him  were  joined 
Monlieur  d' Argon,  (a  French  engineer  of  great  repute,)  and  Admiral 
Moreno.  The  former  had  projeiled  a  plan,  which  had  met  with 
t"he  approbation  of  his  Moft  Catholic  Majefty,  for  attacking  the 
place  with  battering-fhips,  conflrudted  upon  fuch  principles,  that 
they  were  equally  conlidered  as  impregnable  and  incombujiible ;  and 
from  the  prodigious  powers  of  which,  little  elfe  was  expeded  than 
almoft  the  annihilation  of  the  Garrifon  :  the  latter  had  rendered 
himfelf  equally  eminent  with  the  General  in  the  preceding  conqueft 
of  Minorca,  Under  commanders  of  fuch  diftinguifhed  ability,  aided 
by  every  combination  of  force  which  human  invention  could  deviie, 
we  need  not  in  the  leaft  wonder  at  the  flattering  idea,  univerfally 
formed  by  the  nation,  of  the  event. 

General  Eliott,  on  the  oppoiite  fide,  unawed  by  the  im- 
pending ftorm,  provided  for  every  circumftance  which  might  occur  : 
though  furrounded  on  every  hand  with  Enemies,  and  far  diftant 
from  any  hopes  of  relief  and  affiflance ;  yet  he  repofed  fuch  con- 
fidence in  the  vigorous  and  united  exertions  of  the  little  army  under 
his  command,  whom  he  had  already  found  fuperior  to  the  greatefl 
hardfliips,  that  he  was  not  apprehenlive  of  trufting  the  event  to  the 
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t7Sz>     decifion  of  that  fortune,  which  had  been  fo  often  favourable  to  ihtf 

June.  r    1       /-> 

i^0-^r-^    intereus  of  the  Garriion. 

The  24th  of  June,  the  Garrifon  began  to  pradlife  parapet-firing,, 
with  ball,,  at  caiks  placed  at  different  diftances  in  the  Bay.  Two. 
days  following,  the  Enemy's  cannon  were  all  u?2(ier  metal ;  and; 
their  advanced  fentries  and  guards  were  reinforced.  At  Algeziras 
they  flill  continued  to  work  on  feven  fliips ;  and  in  camp  numerous 
parties  were  employed  in  landing  great  quantities  of  ftores,  and  in- 
ranging  ordnance,  &c.  in  their  artillery-park.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th,  the  Captain  of  the  Queen's-lines  guard  challenged 
two  perfons  who  had  approached  to  Forbes's  barrier ;  one  of  whom,, 
finding  they  were  obferved,  cried  out  in  French,  "  Don't  fii-e  I" 
after  which  both  inflantly  ran  away  towards  the  lines.  In  thein 
retreat  one  of  them  fell  j.  and  his  cloak  coming  unfolded,  our  fentries 
could  diflinguifh  that  his  uniform  was  white  ;  which  circumflance^ 
added  to  that  of  their  fpeaking  French,  induced  us  to  conclude  they, 
were  Officers  of  that  nation.  A  perfon  of  diftindlion,  fuppofed  to 
be  the  Duke  de  Crillon,  on  the  30th,  vifited  the  lines  and  advanced 
works.  Our  artillery  fired  a  ihot  over  him  and  his  fuite,  to  fhew 
them  that  they  were  obferved.  At  night,  a  foldier  of  the  56th, 
attempting  to  defert  from  the  Signal-houfe  guard,  was  dafhed  to  pieces 
in  his  defcent.  The  next  day  his  body  was  expofed  as  a  public 
fpedacle,  to  intimidate  others  from  provoking  a  fimilar  fate. 

July.  In  the  beginning  of  July,  the  tenth  Ihip  had  been  in  hands 

two  or  three  days ;  and  the  Enemy's  artificers  were  at  work  on  the 
tops  of  thofe  which  were  in  the  greateft  forwardnefs,  placing  flrong 
timbers,  xa.  iotxxx  oi  2i  dos  d' am ,  to  ferve  as  bomb-proofs.  At  night 
they  raifed  their  parallel  feveral  fafcines  in  height,  and  banked  it  up 
in  front  with  fand.  Though  the  Enemy's  batteries  had  continued 
filent  fince  th.e.22d  of  June^,,tjafi  Garrifon  perfevered  in  a  brifk  dif- 
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charge,  diredting  their  fire  to  all  parts  of  the  lines,  as  well  as  the 
advanced  works.  The  evening  of  the  2d,  a  party  of  the  Enemy 
advanced  to  Bay -fide  barrier ;  but  feveral  rounds  of  grape,  which 
were  fired  from  WilHs's,  foon  forced  them  to  retire.  The  fucceed- 
ing  evening  they  again  attempted  to  take  pod  there,  and  met  with  a 
fimilar  reception.  Our  Navy,  under  the  diredlion  of  an  engineer, 
about  this  time  repaired  the  boom  of  Water  port,  and  funk  anchors 
in  the  fhallow  water  at  the  back  of  the  Old  mole.  The  Enemy, 
though  we  expedled  it,  never  molefted  them  in  this  duty :  indeed 
they  feemed  too  intent  upon  their  own  operations,  to  pay  attention 
to  any  of  ours. 

The  fuccefs  attending  our  progrefs  in  the  gallery  above  Farring- 
don's  battery,  produced  the  idea  of  making  a  communication  from  the 
extremity  of  the  King's,  to  the  Queen's  lines  ;  and  on  the  6th,  a  party 
of  miners  began  this  new  fubterranean  pafiage.  Early  the  day  fol- 
lowing, a  brig,  coming  in  from  the  weft,  was  taken  by  a  xebeque, 
and  carried  into  Algeziras.  If  the  mafter  of  this  veiTel  had  afted 
prudently,  he  might  probably  have  efcaped.  On  his  firft  appearance 
he  coafted  under  French  colours  ^  but  being  abreaft  of  the  point, 
and  obferving  a  felucca  ftanding  out  to  fpeak  him,  hehoifted  Briti(h> 
and  fired  a  fliot.  This  circumftance  fpread  the  alarm  :  four  or  five 
gun-boats  immediately  rowed  out,  and  oppofed  her  paflage,  till  a 
xebeque  came  up  and  ran  her  aboard. 

The  afternoon  of  the  i8th,  an  extraordinary  Inftance  of  gallantry 
and  prefence  of  mind  occurred  at  the  laboratory  adjoining  the  South 
baftion.  An  artillery-man  (named  Hartley)  was  employed  in  the 
laboratory,  filling  fliells  with  Carcafs  compofition,  and  driving  fufes 
into  five  and  a  half  and  fix-inch  fhells :  one  of  them,  by  fome  unac- 
countable accident,  took  fire  in  the  operation ;  and  although  he  was 
furrounded  with  unfixed  fufes,  loaded  iliells,  compofition,  Sec,  with 
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the  moH  aflonifliing  coolnefs  he  carried  out  the  lighted  fliell,  and 
threw  it  v/here  it  could  do  little  or  no  harm  ;  and  two  feconds  had 
fcarcely  elapfed  before  it  difploded.  If  the  fliell  had  burft  in  the 
laboratory,  it  is  almofh  certain  the  whole  would  have  been  blown  up  ; 
when  the  lofs  in  fixed  ammunition,  fufes,  &c.  &c.  would  have  been 
irreparable,  exclulive  of  the  damage  which  the  fortifications  would 
have  fuifered  from  the  explofion,  and  the  lives  that  might  have  been 
loft.  He  was  handfomely  rewarded  by  the  Governor.  The  night 
of  the  loth,  a  foldier  of  De  la  Motte's,  who  had  been  miffing  from 
the  5th,  was  difcovered  by  the  quarter-guard  of  that  regiment  ftealing 
bread  from  the  men's  tents  :  he  was  inilantly  purfued,  but  could 
not  be  overtaken  :  the  next  day  however  he  was  found  concealed  in 
a  cave.  Two  others  had  alfo  been  retaken  within  a  few  preceding 
days.  Such  attention  had  been  paid  to  fcarping  the  back  of  the  rock, 
that  it  was  little  fliort  of  madnefs  in  thefe  wretches,  at  this  period, 
to  attempt  defertion. 

Some  experiments  were  made,  in  the  beginning  of  this  month,  with 
large  ftones,  cut  to  fit  the  calibre  of  a  thirteen-inch  mortar.  The 
ftones  had  a  fmall  hole  drilled  in  the  centre,  which  being  filled  with 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  powder,  they  were  fired  with  a  fhort  fufe,  to 
burft  over  the  Enemy's  works ;  and  the  fragments  were  expedled  to 
do  fome  damage,  as  well  as  alarm  their  workmen.  It  was  an  unufual 
mode  of  annoyance,  and  for  its  novelty  was  ufed  for  fome  time,  but 
was  foon  laid  afide.  The  i  ith  in  the  afternoon,  four  failors,  under 
pretence  of  vifiting  fome  fifliing-pots,  deferted  to  the  Enemy.  Two 
of  them  were  concerned  in  the  confpiracy  to  run  av/ay  vv'ith  the 
Speedwell  cutter,  as  mentioned,  fome  months  before.  The  following 
evening,  a  ferjeant  of  the  yad  regiment,  who  had  abfented  himfelf 
feveral  days  from  his  corps,  and  who,  previous  to  his  abfence,  had 
left  a  letter  fignifying  his  intention  to  defert,  was  retaken  half  way 
down  the  rock,  between  Charles  the  Vth's  wall  and  Mount  Mifery. 

He 
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He  was  fo  fituated  as  to  be  unable  to  defcend  or  return,  and  was  at     '782 
length  obliged  to  cry  for  affiftance ;  which  being  heard  by  the  guard 
at  the  former  port,  fearch  was  made  for  the  unhappy  man,  and  he 
was  afterwards  executed. 

A  DESERTER  from  the  regiment  of  Bechart  came  in  on  the  14th  : 
he  acquainted  us,  that  the  Duke  de  Crillon  had  afTumed  the  command 
of  the  fiege,  and  that  General  Don  Alvarez  had  quitted  the  Camp  ; 
that  the  Combined  Army  conlifted  of  forty-five  battalions  of  infan- 
try, including  eight  French  battalions,    two  battalions  of  Spanifli, 
and  four  companies  of  French  artillery,  belides  cavalry ;   but,  owing 
to  defertion,    their  numbers  were  confiderably  diminiflied.       The 
battering-fliips,  he  faid,  were  to  have  on  board  French  artillery ; 
and  it  was  reported  they  would  be  completed  in  about  fix  weeks, 
the  time  we  had  calculated,  ourfelves,  from  obfervations  on    their 
progrefs.     About  this  period,  additional  forges  for  heating  fliots  were 
eftablillied  in  different  parts  of  the  Garrifon,    with  all   the  proper 
apparatus.      The  15th,  the  Enemy  laid  a  boom  of  fpars  from  the 
breakers  north  of  the  ifland  at  Algeziras  towards  the  northv/ard  : 
fome  £ew  days  afterwards  it  was  confiderably  lengthened,    and  the 
gun-boats  were  ranged  in  front  of  it :  a  boom  was  alfo  placed  between 
the  ifland  and  the  main  land.     We  concluded  thefe  obilruftions  were 
intended   to  defend   their    battering  -  flaips    from   any   attempts   we 
might  make  (before  they  were  completed)  to  deilroy  them.     The 
fame  day,  an  embrafure  was  opened  in  the'  face  of  the  rock,  com- 
municating with  the  gallery   above  Farringdon's  :    the  mine  was 
loaded  with  an  unufual  quantity  of  powder,  and  the  exploiion  was 
fo  amazingly  loud,    that  aimoft  the  whole  of  the  Enemy's,  camp 
turned  out  at  the  report  :    but  what  muft  their  furprife  be,    when 
they  obferved  whence  the  fmoke  illued  ! — The  original  intention  of 
this  opening,  was  to  communicate  air  to  the  workmen,  who  before 
were  alraofl  fuffocated  Vv^ith  the  fmoke  vv'hich  remained  after  blowing 
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the  different  mines ;  but  on  examining  the  aperture  more  clofely, 
?in  idea  was  conceived  of  mounting  a  gun  to  bear  on  all  the  Enemy's 
])atteriesj  excepting  Fort  Barbara  :  accordingly  orders  were  given 
to  enlarge  the  inner  part  for  the  recoil ;  and,  when  finilhed,  a  twenty- 
four-pounder  was  mounted.* 

The  18th,  a  foldier  of  the  56th  regiment,  who  had  efcaped  from 
■the  quarter-guard  feme  days  before,  and  vAio,  it  is  imagined,  had 
■endeavoured  to  defert,  furrendered  himfelf  voluntarily  to  the  main 
guard.  One  of  the  58th,  and  another  of  the  97th  regiment,  had 
got  off  in  the  former  part  of  the  month  :  the  difcouragement,  how- 
-ever,  which  had  of  late  attended  thefe  deluded  wretches,  we  were 
in  hopes  would  now  deter  others  from  attempting  to  abandon  their 
colours  at  this  critical  juniflure. 

Our  Artillery,  as  the  firing  v/as  very  inconliderable,  were  now 
chiefly  engaged  in  preparing  fhells  and  carcaffes  to  be  ufed  againil;  the 
•Enemy's  lliips.  The  Engineers  were  alfo  equally  indefatigable  in 
their  department.  On  the  part  of  the  Befiegers,  multitudes  of 
-mules  were  conftantly  employed  in  different  duties  in  their  camp, 
and  large  parties  continued  to  land  military  ftores  and  pov/der  at  the 
Orange-grove.  The  25th,  the  St.  Philip's  Caftle  and  Hedlor  cutter 
arrived  from  the  eaffward,  and  communicated  the  agreeable  news  of 
the  entire  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Wefl:-Indies,  by  Admiral 
Sir  George  Rodney,  with  the  capture  of  the  Ville  de  Paris,  and 
the  French  Admiral  the  Count  de  Graffe.     In  confequence  of  this 

vidbory, 

*  This  work  was  profecuted  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  four,  if  not  five  guns  were  mounted  in 
the  Gallery,  before  the  fubfequent  September  :  and  in  a  little  more  than  twelve  months  from 
the  day  the  Engineers  commenced,  it  was  advanced  to  the  projeftion  of  the  Rock,  where  the- 
Governor  purpofed  to  make  a  battery  ;  which  afterwards  was  effefted,  and  is  now  diftinguilhed 
by  the  name  of  St.  George's  Hall.  As  this  wonderful  work  was  not  however  finifhed  during 
the  Author's  refidence  in  Gibraltar,  he  will  not  pretend  to  give  the  ileider  any  further  parti- 
culgrs  concerning  it. 
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vidtory,  a  grand  falute  was  fired  at  noon  ;  and  in  the  evening  a  feu-  1782. 
de-jote,  by  the  troops  drawn  up  from  the  Grand  battery  to  the  New-  o-v^ 
mole  fort.  Signor  Leonetti,  nephew  to  Pafcal  Paoli,  the  celebrated 
Corlican  General,  with  two  officers,  a  chaplain,  and  fixty-eight 
volunteers,  came  as  paffengers  in  thefe  velTels,  to  offer  their  fervices 
to  the  Governor.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day,  our  Engineers  began 
to  fix  a  chcvaiix-de-frife  from  the  foot  of  Land-port  glacis,  adjoining 
Water  port,  to  the  floping  palifades  on  the  caufeway ;  and  thence  to 
be  continued  acrofs  the  Inundation  to  the  advanced  covert-way, 
leading  to  Lower  Forbes's  barrier.  The  Enemy  did  not  moleft  the 
party  on  this  duty  ;  which  to  us  appeared  very  extraordinary. 

A  BOAT  arrived,  on  the  26th,  with  two  packets  from  Faro,  which 
mentioned,  that  the  Enemy's  preparations  for  the  attack  would  be 
complete  by  the  middle  of  Augufl,  and  that  all  the  boats  along  the 
COaft  in  the  vicinity  of  Cadiz  were  already  engaged  to  embark  troops 
for  the  expedition.  A  private  letter  by  this  boat  gave  us  fbme 
general  information  of  the  immenfe  preparations  which  were  making, 
and  feme  idea  of  the  conflrud:ion  of  the  new-invented  vefTels,  which 
had  infpired  the  Enemy  with  fuch  confidence  of  fuccefs.  It  recited, 
"  That  ten  fhips  were  to  be  fortified  fix  or  feven  feet  thick,  on  the 
*'  larboard  fide,  with  green  timber  bolted  with  iron,  cork,  junk, 
*•  and  raw  hides  ;  which  were  to  carry  guns  of  heavy  metal,  and  be 
**  bomb-proof  on  the  top,  with  a  defcent  for  the  fhells  to  flide  off : 
*'  that  thefe  veffels,  which  they  fuppofed  would  be  impregnable,  were 
*'  to  be  moored  within  half  gun-fliot  of  the  walls  with  iron  chains ; 
*'  and  large  boats  with  mantlets  were  to  lie  off  at  fome  diftance, 
*'  full  of  troops,  to  aflifl,  and  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  occur- 
*'  rences  :  that  the  mantlets  of  thefe  boats  were  to  be  formed  with 
"  hinges  to  fall  down,  to  facilitate  their  landing  :  that  they  were 
"  to  have  forty  thoufand  meii  in  camp,  and  the  principal  attack  was 
"  to  be  made  by  fea,  to  be  covered  by  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war, 
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178Z,     "  with  bomb-ketches,  floatino--hatterIes,  eun  and  mortar  boats,  6cc. 

July.      .  ,  . 

u-v-^    "  and  that  the  Count  d'Artois,  brother  to  the  King  of  France,  with 

*'  other  great  perfonages,  was  to  be  prefent  at  the  attack." 

Towards  the  conclulion  of  the  month,  our  attention  was  engaged 
for  feveral  nights  fucceffively  by  a  great  noife  on  the  Ifthmus,  like 
that  of  a. large  body  of  men  at  work  :  a  few  light  balls  were  thrown 
in  different  parts,  to  difcover  Vv'hence  it  proceeded;  but  we  could 
never  difcern  any  men,  except  their  patroles  :  it  was  therefore 
imagined  thefe  parties  were  employed  within  the  lines.  The  29th, 
the  wooden  buildings  in  the  navy-yard,  at  the  New  mole,  were 
taken  down,  and  removed  to  Rofia,  where  they  were  afterwards 
re-eftabliflied  on  an  enlarged  plan.  As  the  communications  along 
th_e  line-wall,  &c.  to  the  Northward,  were  expedted  to  be  much 
expofed  to  the  Enemy's  fire  when  the  fhips  were  brought  before  the 
walls,  the  Engineers,  about  this  time,  began  a  covert-way  along 
the  rampart,  from  Orange's  baflion  to  the  Grand  parade,  and  thence 
to  be  continued,  to  South  port :  this  was  done  by  clearing  away  the 
rAibbifh  from,  the  old  houfes  immediately  under  the  works,  and 
filling  others  up,  which  alfo  ferved  as  traverfes  againft  the  land- 
batteries.  Another  covert-way  was  likewhe  made,  to  communicate 
irom  the  Princefs  of  Wales's  lines  with  the  South  barracks.  The 
31ft,  upwards  of  a  hundred  covered  waggons  came  to  the  Enemy's - 
lines  from  the  camp,  fuppofed  to  be  laden  with  ammunition  and 
flores  for  the  batteries. 

Appearances  became  daily  more  important,  in  the  month  of 
Auguft.  The  Enemy's  artificers  were  remarkably  diligent  at  Alge- 
ziras,  aad  the  cruifers  became  more  attentive  to  the  blockade. 
They  were  particularly  fufpicious  of  every  veffel  that  came  in  fight 
from  the  weft ;  and  the  gun-boats  were  ftationed  out  as  night- 
cruifers  ;  which  probably  was  the  reafon  why  we  had  not  been  for 
■fome  time  vifited  by  them.     In  tlieir  camp  every  perfon  feemed 
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employed ;  and  their  depots  of  fafcines  and  pickets  were  very  con- 
fiderable ,  notwithftanding  the  quantities  continually  removed  to 
the  lines.  Nor  were  we  lels  aftive  in  taking  advantage  of  this  inter- 
val :  large  and  lofty  traverfes  were  raifed  along  the  line-wall  j  new 
communications  were  made  at  Willis's ;  the  flank  of  the  Princefs 
Anne's  battery  was  rebuilt,  and  heavy  metal  mounted,  to  bear  over 
"Water  port.  The  4th,  the  Corfican  Volunteers  v/ere  formed  into 
an  independent  corps,  under  Signor  Leoneiti,  who  was  appointed 
Captain  Commandant,  The  company  confifled  of  a  Captain,  and 
Captain  Lieutenant,  Firfl  and  Second  Lieutenants,  one  Adjutant, 
one  Chaplain,  four  Serjeants,  four  Corporals,  two  Drummers,  and 
fixty-elght  Privates.  They  were  armed  with  a  firelock  and  bayonet, 
each  a  horfe-piftol  flung  on  the  left  fide,  and  two  cartridge-boxes. 
The  Governor  quartered  them  on  Windmill-hill,  and  committed 
that  pofl:  to  their  charge. 

As  THE  completing  of  the  fubterranean  communication  from  the 
King's  to  the  Queen's  lines  appeared  (from  the  difficulty  at  that 
time  attending  the  reinforcing  of  the  latter,  in  cafe  of  an  alarm)  to 
be  an  objedt  of  great  importance,  the  Governor,  on  the  5  th,  ordered 
all  the  miners  in  the  different  regiments  into  the  King's  works,  to 
profecute  it  with  greater  diligence,  and  affift  in  the  gallery  above 
Farringdon's,  which  now  extended  a  hundred  and  forty  feet  jn  the 
folid  rock.  The  fame  day,  the  Enemy  removed  the  old  mafl:s  out  of 
feveral  of  the  battering-fhips,  fubfUtuting  jury-mafl:s  in  their  places. 
Three  hulls  now  appeared  nearly  finiflied.  The  evening  of  the  6th, 
the  Governor  thought  proper  to  detach  a  trufl:y  ferjeant,  with  four 
men,  from  Land  port,  to  a  recefs  in  the  rock  under  the  Queen's 
lines,  near  Lower  Forbes's,  with  orders  to  advance  a  fentry  to  the 
barrier,  who  was  to  lifl:en  attentively  to  what  was  tranfadling  upon 
the  neutral  ground  3  but  by  no  means  to  fire,  except  in  his  own 
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1782,      defence.     This  party  was  to  withdraw  at  the  grey  of  the  mornings 
that  they  might  not  be  obferved  by  the  Enemy. 

The  7th,  came  in  a  deferter  who  had  been  formerly  in  our  fervice 
at  Minorca.  He  fwam  from  behind  Fort  Barbara,  and  landed  at  the. 
Devil's  tower ;  near  which  place  he  met  a  patrole  of  cavalry,  but, 
throwing  himfelf  on  the  ground,  was  not  obferved.  He  faid  the 
Duke  was  refolved  to  fire  the  25th  inftant ;  and  from  the  prodigious 
number  of  mortars  mounted  in  the  lines,  reports  were  induftrioufly 
propagated  in  the  camp,  that  our  ordnance  would  foon  be  filenced 
by  their  fuperior  fire,  and  the  batteries  beaten  to  powder.  He  further 
acquainted  us,  that  there  were  thirty-four  thoufand  men  in  camp,, 
and  but  little  intercourfe  between  the  Spaniards  and  their  Allies, 
who  were  principally  new  levies,  and  very  little  difciplined ;  con- 
cluding with  a  confirmation  of  the  laft  intelligence,  that  the  foldiers^ 
in  general  fo  difreli£hed  the  bufinefs,  that  many  daily  deferted  with 
their  arms  into  the  country.  We  continued  to  fire  a  few  light 
"balls  at  night,  for  fear  the  Enemy  fliould  make  any  addition  to 
their  advanced  works^  which,,  from  the  immenfe  quantity  of  mate- 
rials brought  to  the  lines,  we  fufpecfled  would  be  commenced  very 
foon ;  and  as  it  was  apprehended  their  advances  would  be  made  to 
the  eaftward,  the  guns  at  Willis's  and  the  heights  bearing  towards 
that  quarter,  were  loaded  with  grape,  to  be  more  efFeftual ,  in  the- 
execution,,  in  cafe  they  were  difcovered.  On  the  iith,  the  7 2d. 
regiment,  which  was  quartered  in  the  bafi:ions  in  town,  independent 
of  their  quota  towards  the  other  duties  of  the  Garrifon,  voluntarily 
offered  to  afTiil;  in  making  the  new  covered-way  from  the  Grand, 
jparade  to  Orange's  baftion;  and  a  hundred  of  them  were  immediately 
employed.  The  Governor  however,  as  a  compenfation  for  their 
zeal,  ordered  them  to  be  paid  as  real-men,  (that  is,  to  receive  two 
reals  each  pet~  day  ;  which  is  equal,  at  far,  to  about  9^.  flerling)-, 
with  the  addition^  to  each  man,  of  a  pint  of  grog. 

The 
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The  Enemy,  on  the  13th,  got  up  the  mafts  and  yards  in  feveral  .'782. 
fhips,  and  bent  the  fails  of  two  :  but  from  the  appearance  of  the 
whole,  we  did  not  think  they  could  be  finifhed  by  the  25th.  Some 
few  days  before,  they  lined  the  upper  port-holes  of  the  two-deckers 
with  tin  ;  to  protect,  as  we  imagined,  the  cheeks  of  the  ports  from 
being  burnt  by  the  conftant  firing  of  the  cannon.  In  the  evening, 
the  97th  regiment  furnifhed,  for  the  firft  time,  a  working  party  of 
a  hundred  and  twenty  rnen,  to  remove  fliip-timbers  from  the  New 
mole,  to  Montague's  baflion,  where  the  engineers  intended  to  ered: 
a  cavalier  for  two  guns. 

About  this  time,  a  fpecies  of  influenza  made  its  appearance  on 
board  the  frigates  in  the  Mole,  and  foon  communicated  with  the 
Garrifon.  Its  general  fymptoms  were  fudden  pains,  r.ccompanied 
with  a  dizzinefs  in  the  head ;  though  others  were  affedled  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner.  For  feveral  days  near  a  hundred  men  were  daily  taken 
to  the  Hofpital ;  but  bleeding,  and  a  night's  reft,  ufually  removed 
it.  It  was  attributed,  at  that  time,  to  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the 
atmofphere,  which  was  unufually  warm,  owing  to  the  prodigious  fires 
made  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  neighbouring  hills,  and  the  ftagnant 
{late  of  the  air  :  but  we  have  fince  learned  that  it  was  univerfal  over 
Europe;  and  we  had  reafon,  at  that  time,  to  think  the  Enemy 
were  not  lefs  afifJdced  by  it. 

A  General  OFFICER,  fuppofed  to  be  the  Duke,  vifited,  on  the 
15th,  the  advanced  works  ;  which,  we  afterwards  fuppofed,  was  to 
reconnoitre  the  ground,  previous  to  entering  upon  the  fucceeding 
additions  which  were  made  to  the  parallel;  for  the  fubfequent 
morning  at  day-break,  to  our  great  aflonifhment,  we  difcovered  that 
they  had  raifed,  during  the  preceding  night,  a  very  flrong  and  lofty 
epaulement,  in  extent  about  five  hundred  yards,  conneding  the 
parallel  to  the  eallern  breach,  with  a  communication,  near  a  thoufand 

three 
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three  hundred  yards  long,  extending  from  the  principal  barrier  of 
the  lineG  to  the  eafl:  end  of  the  epaulement.  Their  works  navv 
embraced  each  Ihore  of  the  ifthmus,  and  fully  completed  the  fir  ft 
..parallel.  The  communication,  or  boyau,  (as  it  was  diftinguiflied 
by  our  engineers)  confifted  of  cailcs  filled  with  fand,  which  was 
alfo  thrown  up  in  front,  having  traverfes  at  equal  diftances  in  the 
rear,  made  of  calks  and  fafcines  :  but  the  epaulement  appeared  to 
be  raifed  entirely  v/ith  fand-bags,  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  high,  with 
a  thicknefs  proportionable ;  and  all  together  v/as  a  moft  ftupendous 
work.  Its  purpofe  however  was  not  immediately  pointed  out.  To 
ereft  thefe  new  additions  in  fo  iliort  a  time,  we  computed,  at  a  mo- 
derate calculation,  muft  have  employed  ten  thoufind  men ;  which 
was  afterwards  confirmed  to  us  by  their  officers  :  and  for  fo  nume- 
rous a  party  to  be  at  work  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  Gar- 
rifon,  and  not  be  difcovered,  muft  appear,  to  a  perfon  not  prefent,_ 
almoft  incredible.  Wc  threw  a  fcv/  light  balls  whilft  they  were  at 
work,  one  of  which.,  we  afterwards  learned,  greatly  alarmed  them; 
but,  -  finding  they  were  not  difcovered,  they  refumed  their  occupa- 
tion, and  withdrew  in  the  morning  unobferved.  The  Spaniih  gazette 
defcribed  this  parallel  as  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  toifes*  in  length  ; 
and  added,  that  a  million  Jix  hundred  thoufand fand-bags  were  ufed  in. 
raifing  it.  The  communication  it  mentioned  to  have  been  in  length 
fix  hundred  and  thirty  toifes,  and  formed  of  fafcines  and  cafks .  Tiie 
Governor  at  night  did  not  order  an  increafe  of  firing  on  the  new- 
works  :  a  few  rounds  were  difcharged,  with  feveral  carcafiTes  and 
light  balls ;  but  the  latter  were  almoft  immediately  extinguifhed. 

The  night  of  the  17th,  the  Enemy  brought  a  great  number  of 
cafks,  pickets,  and  fafcines,  to  the  rear  of  the  eaftern  communica- 
tion, which  was  raifed  fome  little  near  the  barrier.  They  alfo 
erefted  three  epaulements  with  fhoulders,  of  fand-bags,  for  mortar- 

batteries* 
•  A  toife  is  equal  to  our  fathom,  or  fix  feet. 
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batteries,    in  the  parallel.     Two  were  to  the  weflward,    and  the    ^782^ 
third  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Mahon  battery. 

The  morning  of  the  i8th,  we  obferved  one  of  the  battering- 
fliips  at  anchor  off  Barcelo's  battery.  About  noon,  the  men  of  war. 
at  Algeziras  were  decorated  with  flags,  as  was  cudomary  on  the 
celebration  of  a  feftival ;  and,  what  did  not  efcape  our  obfervation, 
the  Englilh  enfign  was  at  the  main-top-gallant  maft-head  of  the 
Admiral's  fliip,  with  the  Spanifli  enfign  flying  triumphantly  over  it. 
Soon  after,  feven  barges 'with  crimfon  awnifigs  rowed  from  Algeziras- 
to  the  Orange-grove,  where  they  received  on  board  fome  great 
perfonages,  and  returned  to  Algeziras,  efcorted  by  fifteen  gun- 
boats, which  repeatedly  fired  falutes,  as  did  the  men  of  war:  on 
their  return  amongfl:  the  fiiipping,  the  battering- fhips  hoifl;ed  their 
enfigns,  and  falutes  were  again  fired  by  the  men  of  war.  The 
barges  then  proceeded  to  the  battering-fliip  which  was  anchored 
apart  from  the  reft,  where  they  remained  fome  time;  and  on  the 
company's  quitting  the  fhip,  fhe  fired  a  falute  of  eight  guns,  and 
the  boats  went  along-fide  the  Admiral.  About  three,  the  battering- 
fliip  got  under  way,  and  failed  to  the  northward,  paft  the  flag-fliip  : 
flie  endeavoured  to  fail  back,  but  in  vain ;  and  was  obliged  to  be 
towed  to  her  ftation  by  ten  gun-boats.  At  fix  o'clock,  three  barges 
only  returned  from  the  Spani(h  Admiral  to  the  Orange-grove,  and 
were  faluted  and  recondud:ed  with  the  fame  ceremony  as  before. 
We  now  imagined  that  the  Cou«t  d' Artois  was  arrived,  and  thefe 
compliments  were  paid  in  confequence  of  his  dining  with  the 
Spanifli  Admiral.  Our  firing  at  night  was  .very  brifk..  The  fuc- 
ceeding  morning  we  perceived  that  the  Enemy  had  conftruded  nine 
traverfes  adjoining  the  eaftern  part  of  the  epaulement,  and  had  raifed 
the  boyau  with  fafcines.  The  epaulement  for  another  mortar- bi'.ttery 
was  likewife  eredted  in  the  parallel  oppofite  the  Centre  redoubt. 
-At  night  the  Enemy  were  heard  hard  at  work  :    our  firing  was 

confequently 
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1782,     confequentlv  Increafed  by  the  addition  of  the  lower  batteries:  the 

Augurt.  ,.  ,  n 

t,-»i-^    Enemy  did  not  return  a  fhot. 

On  the  19th,  a  fmall  magazine  blew  up  in  the  Enemy's  camp, 
near  Buena-Vifta,  which  fet  a  hut  on  fire.  About  noon,  a  flag  of 
truce  came  from  the  Duke  :  the  officer  appeared  to  be  a  perfon  of 
rank,  as  the  boat  had  a  crimfon  awning,  and  the  rowers  were  in 
uniforms.  After  pafling  and  repaffing  feveral  times,  our  boat 
returned  with  a  prefent  from  the  Duke  to  the  Governor,  of  ice, 
fruit,  vegetables,  &c.  The  officers  informed  us  that  the  falutes 
fired  the  preceding  day  were  in  compliment  to  the  Count  d'Artois, 
&c.  The  following  was  handed  about  as  a  genuine  tranflation  of 
the  Duke's  letter  on  this  occafion ;  therefore,  without  vouching 
for  its  authenticity,  it  is  here  inferted,  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of 
the  Reader. 


SIR,  Camp  of  Buejta-Vijla,   igth  of  Angiiji,   1782. 

**  HIS  Royal  Highnefs  Count  d'Artois,  who  has  received  per- 
miffion  from  the  King  his  brother  to  affift  at  the  fiege,  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  Combined  Army,  of  which  their  Moft  Chriftian 
and  Catholic  Majefties  have  honoured  me  with  the  command, 
arrived  in  this  camp  the  1 5th  inftant.  This  young  Prince  has  been 
pleafed,  in  paffing  through  Madrid,  to  take  charge  of  fome  letters 
which  had  been  fent  to  that  capital  from  this  place,  and  which 
are  addrelTed  to  perfons  belonging  to  your  Garrifon :  his  Royal 
Highnefs  has  defired  that  I  would  tranfmit  them  to  you,  and 
that  to  this  mark  of  his  goodnefs  and  attention  I  fliould  add  the 
flrongeft  expreffions  of  efteem  for  your  perfon  and  charadler. 
I  feel  the  greatefb  pleafure  in  giving  this  mark  of  condefcenfion 
in  this  auguft  Prince,  as  it  furnilhes  me  with  a  pretext,  which  I 
have   been  anxioufly  looking  for  thefe  two  months  that  I  have 

"  been 
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"  been  in  camp,  to  alTure  you  of  the  liigheft  eileem  I  have  conceived     1782- 

"  for  your  Excellency,  of  the  fincerell  defire  I  feel   of  deferving 

"  yours,  and  of  the  pleafure  to  which  I  look  forward  of  becoming 

"  your  friend,  after   I  fliall  have  learned  to  render  myfelf  worthy 

"  of  the  honour,  by  facing  you  as  an  enemy.     Plis  Highnefs   the 

"  Duke  de  Bourbon,  who  arrived  here  twenty-four  hours  after  the. 

"  Count  d'Artois,  defires  alfo  that  I  Ihould  affure  you  of  his  parti- 

"  cular  efteem. 

"  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  offer  a  few  trifles  for  your  table,  of  which 
"  I  am  fure  you  muft  {land  in  need,  as  I  know  you  live  entirely 
"  upon  vegetables  :  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  kind  you  like 
"  beft.  I  fhall  add  a  few  game  for  the  Gentlemen  of  your 
"  houfehold,  and  fome  ice,  which  I  prefume  will  not  be  difagreeable 
"  in  the  exceffive  heat  of  this  climate  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
"  I  hope  you  will  be  obliging  enough  to  accept  the  fmall  portiorj 
"  which  I  fend  with  this  letter. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  B.  B.  Due  DE  Crillon." 

"  His  Exce/kncy  General  Eliot r,  &c." 

The  barge  which  brought  the  letter  and  prefent,  ranged  at  a  fhort 
diftance  along  the  town,  from  off  the  Old-mole  head  to  Ragged- 
flaff,  where  fhe  was  flopped  by  our  flag  ;  but  being  thought  rather 
too  near,  as  they  might  thence  make  what  obfervations  they  chofe  on 
our  batteries,  a  fhot  was  fiied  over  her  from  the  Repulfe  prame  ;  upon 
which  fhe  rowed  further  out  in  the  Bay,  and  waited  at  a  confiderable 
diflance  for  the  return  of  our  flag.  The  night  of  the  1 9th,  the  Enemy 
raifed  the"  femicircular  parapet  of  the  place  d'armes  joining  the  eafl 
flank  of  the  St.  Carlos's  battery,  with  fluid-bags  eight  or  nine  feet 

L  1  high^ 
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1782,     high,   apparently  for  a  battery:  they  alfo  made  fome  confiderable 

< — r^    additions  to  the  eaftern  works.     The  day  following,  a  flag  of  truce 

went  from  the  Garrifon  with  an  anfwer  to  the  Duke's  polite  letter 

of  the  preceding  day :  the  Governor's  letter  was   reported  to  be  to 

the  following  purpofe. 


"  SIR,  Gibraltar,  Aiigiijl  the  20th,   1782. 

"  I  FIND  myfelf  highly  honoured  by  your  obliging  letter  of  yefter- 
**  day,  in  which  your  Excellency  was  fo  kind  as  to  inform  me  of 
''  the  arrival  in  your  camp  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Count 
**  d'Artois,  and  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  to  ferve  as  volunteers  at  the 
"  fiege.  Thefe  Princes  have  fliewn  their  judgement  in  making 
"  choice  of  a  mailer  in  the  art  of  war,  whofe  abilities  cannot  fail  to 
**  form  great  warriors.  I  am  overpowered  v/ith  the  condefcenfion 
"  of  His  Royal  Highnefs,  in  fuffering  fome  letters  for  perfons  in  this 
**  town  to  be  conveyed  from  Madrid  in  his  carriages.  I  flatter 
"  myfelf  that  your  Excellency  will  give  my  mofl:  profound  refpedl 
*'  to  His  Royal  Highnefs,  and  to  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  for  the 
*'  expreffions  of  efteem  with  which  they  have  been  pleafed  to  honour 
.'*  fo  infignificant  a  perfon  as  I  am. 

*'  iRETURNa  thoufand  thanks  to  your  Excellency  for  your  hand- 
"  fome  prefent  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and  game.  You  willexcufe 
*'  me  however,  I  trufl,  when  I  afTure  you,  that  in  accepting  your 
*•  prefent  I  have  broken  through  a  refolution  to  which  I  had  faith- 
"  fully  adhered  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  war ;  and  that  was,  never 
**  to  receive  or  procure,  by  any  means  whatever,  any  provilions  or 
"  other  commodity  for  my  own  private  ufe :  fo  that,  without  any 
*•  preference,  every  thing  is  fold  publickly  here;  and  the  private 
*'  foldier,  if  he  has  money,  can  become  a  purchafer,  as  well  as  the  • 

**  Governor. 
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**  Governor.    I  confefs,  I  make  it  a  point  of  honour  to  partake  both     1782, 

*'  of  plenty  and  fcarcity  in  common  with  the  lowefl  of  my  brave    J!^^ 

**  fellow  foldiers.     This  furnilhes  me  with  an  excufe  for  the  liberty 

*'  I  now  take,  of  entreating  your  Excellency  not  to  heap  any  more 

"  favours  on  me  of  this  kind,   as  in  future  I  cannot  convert  your 

^'  prefents  to  my  own  private  uie.     Indeed,    to  be  plain  with  your 

"  Excellency,  though  vegetables  at  this  feafon  are  fcarce  with  us, 

*'  every  man  has  got  a  quantity  proportioned  to  the  labour  which  he 

**  has  bellowed  in  railing  them.     The  Englilh  are  naturally  fond 

"  of  gardening  and  cultivation  i  and  here  we  find  our  amufement  in 

*'  it,  during  the  intervals  of  refl  from  public  duty.     The  promile 

-'*  which  the  Duke  de  Crillon  makes,  of  honouring  me  in  proper  time 

"  and  place  with  his  friendihip,  lays  me  under  infinite  obligations. 

*'  The  intereft  of  our  Sovereigns  being  once  folidly  fettled,   I  fliall 

"  with  eagernefs  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  to  avail  myfelf  of  fo 

*'  precious  a  treafure. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  G.  A.  Eliott." 

**  His  Excellency  the  Duke  de  Crillon,  &c," 

Our  Artillery,  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  fired  with  great  vivacity 
from  the  upper  and  lower  batteries,  in  all  diredlions ;  for  the  objedls 
now  were  fo  divided,  the  parallel  being  upwards  of  half  a  mile  in 
extent,  that  we  could  not  always  be  certain  where  thsy  were  em- 
ployed. In  the  morning  we  found  they  had  raifed  the  boyau,  and 
made  fome  alterations  in  the  Weflern  works.  The  Enemy's  opera- 
tions were  not  now  carried  on  in  the  fame. flow  manner  as  formerly  : 
the  Duke  feemed  determined  to  ad:  with  vigour,  and  aflonifli  us  by 
the  rapidity  with  which  he  raifed  his  batteries.  His  army  was  nume- 
rous, and  his  orders  (if  we  may  credit  report)  with  refpedl  to  mate- 
rials,  unlimited.     Every  exertion  was  therefore  ufed  to  complete 

L  1  2  them 
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S782,     them  with  expedition.     Whilfl  our  opponents  were  fo  adllve,    we 
Auguft.  ^  ^  '■ 

•— v-«-i    \vere  not  on  our  p:\rts  indolent,  or  inattentive  to  the  defence  of  the 

Garrifon.      The   late  additions   of  the   Enemy  made   confiderable 

alterations  neceilary  in  the  works  at  Willis's,  6cc.     Our  parties  were 

therefore  augmented,  and  employed  in  ftrengthening  the  communi- 

catior.s,  repairing  the  fplinter-proofs,  and  on  other  important  duties 

of  the  fame  nature.       Green's   lodge  and  the  Royal  battery  were 

ordered  to  be  caifToned  with  Hiip-timber :  the  intrenched  covert- way 

from  the  Princefs  of  Wales's  lines  was  continued,  and  Hoping  pali- 

fades  placed  under  thofe  parts  of  the  line-wall,  from  the  Eight-gun 

baftion  to  the  New  mole,  which  were  not  well  flanked  from  above. 

A  boom  of  mafts  was  likev/ife  laid  from  the  former  to  "the  head  of 

the  watering-tank,  and  anchors  funk  in  the  Ihallow  water  between 

that  Baftion  and  Ragged-ftaif. 

The  afternoon  of  the  21ft,  a  carcafs  from  V/illis's  fet  fire  to  fome 
loofe  fafcinos  in  the  rear  of  the  Eaftern  boyau,   which  foon  com- 
municated to  the  work  itfelf  j  and  the  line  for  a  confiderable  extent 
was  involved  in  the  flames.     On  the  appearance  of  the  fmoke  our 
lower  batteries    immediately   opened,    and   a ,  moft   animated  can^- 
nonade  was  direded  from   the  Garrifon.     A  party  of  the  Enemy 
etideavoured  to  extinguifli  the  fire ;  but  finding  their  efforts  to  flop 
its  progrefs  in  vain,    they  gallantly  pulled  down  the  line  on  each 
fide,  to  prevent  the  flames  from  fpreading ;   which  they  at  length 
efFedled,  but  not  without  confiderable  lofs  from  our  artillery.     For 
fome  time  we  imagined  the  Enemy  would  remsLin  ^knt  fpedlators  of 
the  conflagration  ;    but  an  Officer  arriving  at  the  lines  about  fix 
o'clock,    their  batteries  inftantly  returned  the  fire,   feeonded  foon 
after  by  the  new  thirteen-gun  battery  near  the  Tower  :    the  latter, 
however,   after  four  or  five  difcharges,   was  filenced  by  the  Old- 
jnole-head  howitzers.     Our  fire  was  fo  brilk,   a^id  fo  well  ferved, 
that  it  exceeded  tlieirs  by  four  to  one.      About  half  paft  {even 

thQ 
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the  flames  burnt  out :  and  our  additional  ordnance,  as  well  as  the  1782, 
Enemy's  batteries,  ceafed.  In  this  fhort  firing  they  returned  feven  .  "^"..J 
hundred  and  forty-three  fliot,  and  thirty-eight  fhells;  and  we 
expended  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  including  what  were  difcharged 
on  this  occafion,  ninety  barrels  of  powder.  We  had  three  men 
{lightly  wounded.  In  the  prior  part  of  the  day,  thirteen  feluccas 
arrived  in  the  Bay  from  the  eaft :  fome  imagined  they  were  intended 
for  additional  gun-boats ;  others,  for  debarking  troops.  The  22d, 
the  Enemy  had  repaired  the  damage  done  by  the  fire  the  preceding 
day ;  but  in  the  afternoon  a  fimilar  accident  had  nearly  happened : 
a  carcafs  was  thrown  into  the  St.  Maftin's  battery,  and  tookeiFed:; 
but  the  guard  exerted  themfelves  with  fuch  aftivity  and  bravery, 
that  it  was  foon  extinguifhed,  although  our  lower  batteries  were 
again  open  to  fupport  it.  The  Enemy  were  on  this  day  totally 
filent.  The  fucceeding  night,  they  dreffed  and  raifed  the  new 
communication,  and  made  fome  additions  to  the  eaflern  part  of 
the  parallel :  they  were  alfo  at  work  in  their  new  mortar-batteries  ;■ 
and  great  quantities  of  materials  were  brought  down  to  the  lines,  and 
into  the  advanced  works.  . 

The  24th,  the  inhabitants  in  Hardy- town  began  early  to  remove 
their  bedding,  &c.  towards  Europa :  they  were  confident,  from 
the  information  of  the  laft  deferters,  that  the  Enemy  would  again 
open  their  batteries  the  fucceeding  day,  being  the  anniverfary  of 
St.  Louis  ;  and  no  perfuafions  could  banifh  their  apprehenfions. 
They  were  however  convinced,  the  following  day,  that  the  Duke 
was  not  prepared,  whatever,  his  intentions  might  have  been  fome 
weeks  before. 

The.  Enemy  being  heard  at  work,  on  the  night  of  the  24thi 
drew  a  warm  fire  from  our  batteries.  In  the  morning  we  found 
they  had  raifed  additional  traverfes  to  the  fand-bagepaulement,  whieh 

now 
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now  prefented  a  formidable  battery  of  sixty-four  embrafures, 
divided  into  four  batteries  of  fourteen  embrafures  sach,  and  one 
of  eight;  leaving  a  fpace  at  the  eaftern  extremity,  as  we  concluded, 
for  mortars.  The  original  epaulement  remained  entire,  the  additional 
merlons  joining  at  proper  intervals  the  front  work,  which  ferved 
to  mafk  the  embrafures  till  the  batteries  were  finiilied.  Several 
embrafures  of  the  eight-gun  battery  they  had  already  lined  with 
fafcines.  Some  additions  were  alfo  made  to  the  St.  Carlos's  battery, 
the  parapet  of  which  was  lengthened  towards  the  weft.  The 
following  night,  the  Enemy,  notwithftanding  a  warm  fire  from  the 
Garrifon,  erefted  three  large  magazines,  and  began  a  fourth,  in 
the  rear  of  the  fixty- four-gun  battery:  they  likewife  lined  many 
of  the  embrafures  with  fafcines,  and  raifed  a  fand-bag  traverfe  to 
cover  the  communication  ii-om  the  weft  flank  of  the  fixty-four- 
gun  battery  to  the  parallel. 

The  26th,  the  Queen  Charlotte,  Leonora,  and  Charles  ordnance- 
fhips,  with  the  St.  Philip's  Caftle,  were  ordered  into  the  Mole  to 
be  run  afhore  till  the  attack  was  decided.  The  feamen  belonging 
to  the  frigates  were  employed  alfo,  about  this  time,  in  carrying  fails 
and  yards  to  ere6t  tents  for  a  camp  at  Europa,  where  they  were 
to  be  ftationed  when  the  Governor  fliould  think  proper  to  order 
them  on  fliore.  In  the  evening  about  ten  o'clock  came  in  a  deferter, 
an  Irifliman.  who  formerly  had  been  in  our  fervice  :  he  fwam  from 
the  beach  beyond  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  attempted  to  land  at  Bay- 
iide,  but  was  fired  upon  by  their  advanced  fentries.  He  informed 
us  it  was  reported  that  the  Duke  had  intended  firing  on  the  25th, 
but  was  prevented  from  finifliing  his  batteries  fo  foon  as  he  exped:ed, 
by  the  heavy  fire  from  the  Garrifon ;  that  in  their  endeavours  to 
extinguifh  the  flames  on  the  preceding  21ft,  the  party  had  fuftained 
very  confiderable  lofs :  a  colonel  and  feventeen  men  of  the  regiment 
to  which  he  belonged  were  killed.  He  corroborated  the  intel- 
ligence. 


Auguft. 
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ligence,    by  the  laft  deferter,    concerning  the  number  of  men  in      1782 
camp,  and  refpedting  the  prevalence  of  defertion. 

We  did  not  difcover  any  material  additions  the  morning  of  the 
27th  :  a  fifth  magazine  was  ered:ed ;  alfo  feveral  traverfes  in  the 
rear  of  the  parallel.  Another  of  the  battering-fliips  anchored  the 
fame  day  off  Barcelo's  battery,  apart  from  the  reft  :  as  fhe  fwung 
round  with  the  tide,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  viewing  with 
glaffes  the  flarboard-fide,  which  we  perceived  was  not  fini/hed  like 
the  oppofite;  the  bomb-proof  only  extending  about  three  parts 
over,  leaving  confiderable  openings  between  the  flrong  uprights 
which  fupported  it  from  the  deck,  for  the  convenient  reception 
of  men,  provifions,  and  ammunition.  We  obferved,  the  fame  day, 
a  great  number  of  boats  ranged  along  the  fliore  at  Algeziras.  In 
the  afternoon,  the  Repulfe  prame  came  into  the  New  mole ;  and 
the  fucceeding  morning  the  Fortune  and  Vanguard  were  likewife 
withdrawn  from  the  JBay,  At  night  the  Enemy  ere<5led  a  number 
of  traverfes  in  rear  of  their  parallel  and  battery,  and  finifhed  fome 
interior  work,  as  they  had  done  the  preceding  night,  though  we 
kept  up  our  ufual  fire. 

The  Enemy's  fquadron  was  reinforced  on  the  28th'  with  fix 
Spanirti  line- of- battle  fhips  and  a  xebeque,  under  a  Commodore 
from  the  weft.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  two  twenty-four-pounders 
were  taken  up  the  hill  to  the  gallery  above  Farringdon's,  for  the 
embrafures  already  opened ;  and  four  hundred  additional  workmen 
were  ordered  into  the  works.  Upwards  of  fix  hundred  men  were 
at  this  time  daily  employed  at  Willis's,  covering  and  ftrengthening 
the  flanks ;  likewife  in  forming  new  communications,  with  fplinter- 
proofs,  traverfes,  &c.  as  the  new  battery  enfiladed  moft  of  the  old 
covered  ways,  and  rendered  a  thorough  change  necefiary  in  thofe 
works,  before  the  artillery  could  be  properly  covered.  The  com- 
munications 
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municatlons  in  town  and  at  the  fouth  were  therefore  difcontniued, 
till  the  above  were  put  in  the  beft  ftate  of  defence  and  fecurity.  At 
duik,  three  ferjeants  were  polled  upon  the  North,  King's  and 
South  baftions,  to  obferve  and  report  the  Enemy's  fignals  in  camp, 
and  along  the  coaft.  At  night,  a  deferter  from  the  Walons  came 
over  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  laft.  He  reported,  that  a  very  ftrong 
party  was  ordered  for  work  that  evening ;  which  induced  the  Go- 
vernor to  increafe  the  firing  from  Willis's,  the  lines,  and  lower 
batteries.  He  further  acquainted  us,  that  we  killed  numbers  of 
their  workmen ;  and  that  the  15  th  of  next  month  was  fixed  for 
opening  upon  the  Garrifon  ;  but  that  all,  even  the  volunteers,  were 
dilheartened  at  the  very  thoughts  of  the  attack.  Ninety  pieces  of 
cannon,  he  likewife  faid,  were  brought  into  the  fixty-four-gun' 
battery ;  which  number  was  to  be  increafed,  to  fupply  the  place  of 
thofe  which  might  be  damaged,  or  over-heated.  The  night  of  the 
28  th,  the  Enemy  raifed  more  traverfes,  and  began  communications 
to  their  magazines :  a  hundred  and  fifty-three  of  the  former  were 
eredled  behind  the  long  boyau.  They  alfo  worked  upon  the  mortar- 
batteries. 

It  was  about  this  period,  that  the  Spanilh  twenty-fix-pounderSy 
with  other  guns  of  the  fame  heavy  nature,  were  diflributed  on  the 
fea-line  in  room  of  ordnance  of  fmaller  calibre,  which  were  mounted 
in  their  places  againfl  the  Enemy's  batteries.  By  this  difpofition, 
the  Duke  would  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  return  any  of  the  fhot 
we  fired,  as  his  cannon  were  all  twenty-fix-pounders  ^  and  the 
Governor  was  enabled  to  retaliate  on  their  fhipping,  thofe  fhot  which 
he  had  received  from  the  land ;  annoying  them  by  this  means  with 
their  own  weapons.  Tovv^ards  the  conclufion  of  the  month,  the 
influenza  had  almoft  difappeared  :  the  working-parties  were  there- 
fore reinforced,  though  the  heavy  duty  of  the  guards  would  with 
difficulty  permit  it :  on  the  29th,  the  Engineers  paraded  upwards  of 

feventeen 
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feventeen  hundred  workmen,  including  non-commiffioned  officers.  „'78z. 
The  Enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  29th,  raifed  merlons  for  four  em- 
brafures,  joining  the  femicircular  fand-bag  epaulement,  eaft  of 
St.  Carlos's  battery.  Six  battering-ihips  were  at  anchor  ofFBarcelo's 
battery  on  the  30th.  The  fame  day,  our  feamen  were  ordered  on 
{hove,  to  encamp  at  Europa.  At  night,  the  Artillery,  in  addition 
to  their  former  fire,  opened  the  Grand  battery  :  it  did  not  however 
prevent  the  Enemy  from  platformfng  the  fixty-four-gun  battery, 
and  making  further  additions  to  the  mortar-batteries.  They  alfo 
lined  with  fafcines  the  embrafures  of  the  femicircular  four-gun 
battery.  Many  hundred  mules  were  fliil  employed  in  bringing  clay 
and  fafcines  to  the  parallel.  Our  fire  was  very  defirudive  amongft 
thefe  animals,  as  well  as  their  workmen  ;  two,  three,  and  fome- 
times  more  of  the  former,  being  frequently  {ben  dead  on  the  fands 
at  day -break. 

Our  Engineers,  by  the  clofe  of  the  month,  had  extended  Land- 
port  chevaux-de-frife  to  the  caufeway,  and  begun  the  other  acrofs 
the  Inundation.  Carpenters  were  alfo  engaged  in  caiffoning  the 
Royal  and  Green's-lodge  batteries,  and  raifing  new  traverfes  at  thofe 
pofls.  The  Enemy's  fquadron  in  the  Bay  at  this  period  was  as 
follows  :  four  line-of-battle  fhips,  and  one  of  fifty  guns,  (on  board 
of  which  was  the  flag)  two  frigates,  three  cutters,  four  bomb- 
ketches,  and  fmaller  armed  veffels,  were  at  Algeziras  :  two  ilnps 
of  the  line  were  at  anchor  oft  the  Orange-grove  -,  and  a  frip-ate, 
with  an  armed  brig,  was  at  Cabrita.  To  thefe  we  may  add  the 
battering-iliips  and  gun-boats.  Since  two  of  the  men  of  war  had 
removed  nearer  the  Enemy's  camp,  boats  full  of  foldiers  were  fre- 
quently obferved  going  on  board  them  ;  and  as  the  guns  were  k^n  to 
be  drawn  back  from  the  ports,  and  fuddenly  run  out  again,  whilii  the 
troops  were  on  board,  we  fufpedied  that  they  were  pradifing  to  work 
the  guns,  previous  to  their  embarking  on  board  the  battering-fhips. 

M  m  Affairs 
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'782,  AfFx-^irs  feemed  now  drawing  to  a  crifis :  and,  as  every  appearance 
indicated  that  the  attack  would  not  long  be  deferred,  the  inhabitants, 
apprehenfive  of  the  confequences,  were  wonderfully  adiive  in  fecuring- 
-themfelves  and  their  property.  The  Befiegers  wrought  hard  the 
Kight  of  the  3ifl :  two  crofs- communications,  lined  with  fafcines, 
were  thrown  up  from  the  long  boyau,  leading  to  the  parallel  j  one 
to  the  weftern  flank  of  the  fixty-four-gun  battery,  the  other  to  the 
weilward  of  the  Mahon  battery.  Five  traverfes  were  alfo  erected- 
within  each  of  the  new  mortar-batteries,  and  magazines  for  ammu- 
nition begun  near  them,  joining  the  parallel.  We  imagined  they 
were  likewife  employed  in  bringing  down  ordnance  to  the  advanced 
works.  Our  artillery  amufed  them  with  a  brifk  lire  ;  but  the 
Governor  rather  obje£ted  to  fuch  a  quantity  of  powder  being  at  this 
time  expended,  as  he  v/as  of  opinion  they  were  now  too  well  covered 
in  their  batteries  to  be  much  annoyed ;  and  we  might  afterwards. 
have  more  occafion  for  the  ammunition.  The  evening  of  the  ift  of 
Septem.ber,  a  fmall  boat,  manned  with  Engliih  ikilors,  failed  for 
Portugal.  Lieut.  Campbell,  of  the  navy,  failed  in  her  with  difpatchesr 
from- the  Governor  for  England.  At  night,  the  Enemy  eredled  an- 
epaulement  of  fand-bags,  apparently  for  two  guns,  adjoining  the  weft, 
flank  of  the  Mahon  battery ;  and  raifed,  feveral  fafcines  in  height,- 
the  new  communications.  Some  additions  were  likev/ife  made  ta 
the  magazines.  Long  firings  of  mules  ftill  continued  bringing 
down  fafcines  and  other  materials,  which  were  depofited  in  different 
parts  of  their  works.  We  imagined  thefe  animals  alfo  brought 
down  fhot  and  fhells,  as  their  piles  in  the  artillery-park  were  con- 
£derably  diminifhed.  In  the  Garrifon,  our  engineers  were  indefa- 
tigable in  railing  defences  againft  thefe  formidable  batteries ;  and 
eoals  were  diftributed  to  the  grates  and  furnaces  for  heating  ihot. 

We  perceived  very  little  alteration  in  the  operations  of  our  oppo- 
-aients  on  the  3d :   they  lined  the  embrafures  of  the  new  two-gua 

battery. 


Sept. 


SIEGE    OF    GIBRALTAR.  1^7 

battery,  and  added  to  the  crors-communications.  In  the  courfe  of  ',782, 
the  day,  their  fquadron  was  reinforced  with  two  French'  men  of  war 
from  the  eaflward ;  which  were  condudted  into  the  Bay  by  a  Spanilb 
frigate.  The  4th,  the  Enemy  removed  the  guns  from  the  two 
fourteen-gun  batteries  in  the  lines,  and  difmounted  moft  of  the  ord- 
nance in  the  mortar-batteries  ;  probably  to  repair  the  beds  and 
platforms.  The  removing  of  the  cannon  from  the  former  gave  us 
nofmall  pleafure,  as  we  had  experienced  more  fatal  effedls,  during 
their  late  wanton  bombardment  and  cannonade  from  thofe  batteries, 
than  from  any  other  in  their  lines.  The  guns,  we  fuppofed,  were 
brought  forward  to  the  parallel ;  for  we  obferved  ten  in  the  eallern 
extremity  of  the  iixty-four-gun  battery.  In  the  forenoon,  fixteen 
boats,  with  mantlets  or  barricades  in  the  bow,  came  from  the  river 
Palmones,  and  anchored  off  the  landing-place  beyond  Point  Mala  _: 
thefe,  we  concluded,  were  for  the  fea-attack.  About  fun-fet,  thofe 
battering- fliips  which  were  finiflied,  removed  from  Alge^iras  to  the 
Orange-grove  :  they  failed  rather  heavily,  and  ufed  fweeps,  notwith- 
flanding  the  breeze.  About  the  fame  time,  two  grand  falutes  were 
fired  by  the  French  men  of  war. 

During  the  night  of  the  4th,  the  Enemy's  parties  maiked  the 
fix  weftern  embrafures  of  the  St.  Martin's  battery,  and  raifed  the 
parapet  with  fafcines,  intending,  as  we  imagined,  to  convert  it  into 
a  mortar-battery,  as  fix  mortars  were  feen,  the  preceding  day,  lying 
in  the  rear.  The  howitzers  were  alfo  removed  from  the  Centre 
redoubt,  and  fome  additions  made  to  the  epaulement,  in  front  of 
the  St.  Pafchal's  battery,  which  was  now  completed  for  eight  mor- 
tars. They  likewife  funk  four  deep  excavations  behind  the  eaftern 
boyau,  as  refervoirs  for  water,  in  cafe  of  fire.  At  night,  anothei" 
battering-lhip  joined  the  others  at  the  Orange-grove:  foon  after- 
wards, the  Enemy  fliipped  powder  on  board  ihem  from  the 
pier.     Early  on  the  5th,   a  large  body  of  men  marched  in  a  very 

M  m  2  irregular 
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1782.  irregular  manner  from  Algeziras  to  the  camp.  ¥/e  imagined  they 
— -v^-j  were  the  artificers  who  had  been  employed  upon  the  fliips,  and 
were  encamped  fouth  of  the  tower;  half  of  which  camp  was  now 
flruck.  During  the  day,  twenty-nine  fquare-faiied  boats  arrived, 
(under  convoy  of  an  armed  brig  from  the  weft)  and,  with  upwards 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  from  Algeziras,  affembled  in  a  line  off 
Rocadillo  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guadarauque.  A  large  boat- 
ing battery  was  alfo  towed  out,  and  anchored  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Palmones.  Tov/ards  evening,  about  five  hundred  men,  efcorted  by 
a  body  of  cavalry,  embarlj.ed  from  the  pier,  on  board  the  battering- 
fhips  :  the  fingular  mode  of  conduding  them  to  the  beach  could 
not  fail  to  attraft  our  notice,  and  to  caufe  in  us  fome  digree  of 
furprife.  About  eight  in  the  evening,  a  deferter  came  in  from  the 
regiment  of  Naples  :  he  reported  that  the  8th  was  named  for  the 
grand  attack,  and  that  all  hands  were  adively  employed  in  com- 
pleting every  thing  in  the  feveral  departments. 

Few  additions  were  perceived  on  the  6th:   fome  fand-bags  v^^ere 
placed  on  the  mortar- battery  of  the  St.  Martin's.     In  the  forenoon, 
more  boats  joined  the  others   at  Rocadillo,    from   the   weft :    the 
floating-battery  was  likewife  towed  to  the  pier  near  Point  Mala. 
The  Governor,    the  fame  day,    made  fome  new  arrangements  in 
the    Garrifon   detail.      An   additional   field-ofiicer   was   ordered  to 
mount  in  the  lines,  to  be  independent  of  the  field-ofiicer  in  town ; 
and  the  field-officers  of  the  day,  in  future,  were  directed  to  make 
fuch  difpofition   of  the  guards,    picquets,    and  ordnance  in  their 
feveral  diftridls,  on  every  occafion,  as  appeared  to  be  moft  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fervice.     A  fubaltern  was  added  to  the  New-mole 
guard,  who  was  at  night  to  be  detached  with  Jiwenty  men  to  the 
Mole-head ;  and  the  picquets  in  future  were  ordered  to  mount  fully 
accoutred,   with  ammunition  complete.     The  39th  regiment  was 
alfo  ordered  to  town  :  the  battalion  companies  to  encamp  in  South- 
port 
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port  ditch,  and  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  to  be  quartered      1^782 
in  the  picquet-yard  bomb-proofs,  before  occupied  by  part  of  the 
72d    regiment,    who  on   this   difpofition  joined  the   reft   of  their 
regiment  in  Montague's  and  King's  baftions. 

The  Enemy's  works  on  the  land  fide  were  now  every  hour 
advancing  to  perfedlion ;  but  the  Duke's  attention  towards  com- 
pleting them  feemed  fo  entirely  to  engage  him,  as  in  a  great 
meafure  to  prevent  his  taking  the  prudent  precautions  neceflliry 
for  their  defence.  The  advanced  batteries  in  the  parallel  were  either 
unfiniflied  (though  nearly  completed),  or  undergoing  fuch  altera- 
tions, that  the  materials  in  their  vicinity  greatly  obftrufted  the  ufe 
of  the  ordnance  which  were  mounted ;  and  their  batteries  in  the 
lines  (except  the  forts)  were  in  a  fimilar  fituation  ;  the  cannon,  to 
permit  the  neceffary  repairs,  being  totally  removed  from  fome,  and 
the  mortars  drawn  back  or  difmounted  in  others.  The  forts,  and 
fome  few  mortar-batteries,  were  therefore  the  only  defences  left 
to  protCvSt  thefe  immenfe  works  from  infult  and  attack.  This 
ftate  of  their  works  prefented  an  opportunity,  in  fome  refpedts 
not  unlike  that  which  General  Eliott  had  embraced  in  the  prece- 
ding year,  when  by  an  unexpedted  fally  he  glorioufly  deftroyed  the 
labours  of  fo  many  months.  The  honour,  however,  of  cauling 
a  fecond  difgrace,  was  referved  for  Lieutenant  General  Boyd,  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  who,  in  the  forenoon  of  the  6th,  recom- 
mended, by  letter  to  the  Governor,  the  immediate  ufe  of  red-hot 
fiiot  againft  the  land-batteries  of  the  befiegers.  General  Eliott 
acquiefced  in  the  propofal,  and  im.mediately  ordered  Major  Lewis, 
the  Commandant  of  the  artillery,  to  wait  on  Lieut.  General  Boyd 
for  his  inftru(5tions  and  commands,  fubmitting  entirely  to  him  the 
execution  of  the  attack  which  he  had  projeded.  In  confequence  of 
the  Governor's  aflent,  preparations  were  inftantly  made;  and  in  a 
iliort  time  every  thing  was  properly  arranged  for  the  fervice.     la 

the 
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i7?z.      the  interval,  we  muft  not  however  omit  to  take  noiice  of  the  Enemy's 

Sept.  .  ^ 

uor^    operations. 

Early  the  morning  of  the  7  th,  feveral  gun-boats  were  difcovered 
off  the  Old- mole  head,  retiring  from  the  Garrifon;  which  we 
imagined  had  been  founding  under  cover  of  the  night.  The  Gar- 
rifon  orders  of  this  day  contained  the  following  arrangements. 
*'  The  marine  brigade  (v^'hich  compofed  a  corps  of  about  nine  hun- 
"  dred  men)  to  take  rank  on  lliore  according  to  the  King's  regu- 
"  lations ;  Captain  Curtis  as  colonel  with  the  rank  of  brigadier, 
"  Captain  Gibfon  as  lieutenant-colonel.  Captain  Bradfliaw  as  major, 
"  eight  lieutenants  as  captains,  eighteen  midfhipmen  as  enfignsj  and 
**  the  brigade  to  mount  Europa-advance,  and  Little-bay  guards. 
**  A  picquet  of  the  line  to  be  detached  every  evening  to  the  Prince's 
"  lines,  and  an  additional  fubaltern  at  the  fame  time  to  Land  port. 
•*  One  captain  and  eight  privates  to  be  added  to  Water-port  guard, 
"  whence  a  detachment  of  a  fubaltern  and  thirty  men  was  to  be 
"  fent,  at  fun-fet,  to  the  Old-mole  head  ;  which  at  fecond  gun-fire 
'*  was  to  be  joined  by  one  of  the  captains.  Twelve  privates  to 
*'  the  main  guard.  One  ferjeant,  nine  privates,  and  a  gunner,  to 
*'  Ragged- ftafF J  detaching  a  ferjeant  and  fix  men,  with  the  gunner, 
"  at  retreat-beating,  to  the  Wharf-head."  The  alarm-pofts  were  alfo 
fixed  as  follows  :  "  The  39th  flank  companies,  to  take  poft  on  the 
*•  North-baftion  town  :  three  battalion  companies  of  the  fame  regi- 
**  ment,  the  South  baftion ;  the  remaining  five,  at  Ragged-ftafFj 
"  extending  towards  the  eight-gun  baftion.  The  yad  regiment: 
"  right,  the  North-baftion  town  j  left.  Orange's  baftion,  extending 
**  as  far  further  towards  the  King's  baftion  as  poffible.  The  73d 
"  regiment,  (which  was  quartered  at  the  fouthward,)  to  take  poft 
"  on  the  left  of  the  72d,  towards  the  South  baftion.  Captain  Mar- 
"  tin's  company  of  ai'tillery,  the  Grand  battery  and  Water  port.  Cap- 
*'  tain  Lloyd's  company,  the  King's  and  South  baftions.  Brigadier 

"  General 


Total  343'^ 


befides  many  who  were  conflantly  employed  as  orderlies  and  afllftants 
in  the  hofpital,  and  in  other  departments  in  the  Garrifon, 
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*'  General  PicTON  to  command  the  corps  in  town.     The  Hano-     ■■^2, 

**  veriaa   brigade,    from   the    eight-gun  baflion    fouth,    to  Prince 

"  Edward's  battery  inclufive,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel 

*'  Dachenhaufen.     The  56th  regiment.  South  parade.     The  12th 

•*  regiment.  New-mole  parade.     The  97th  regiment,  Rofia  parade. 

*'  The  58th  regiment,    in  front  of  their  encampment,  detaching 

**  a  flank  company  through  the  hole  in  the  wall  upon  Windmill- 

"  hill,  to  reinforce  Europa-advance  guard."     (This  regiment  was 

to  receive  orders  from  Brigadier  Curtis.)      "  The  engineers  and 

*'  artificers  in  two  divifions,  one  to  aflemble  at  the  Efplanade  town, 

"  the  other  at  the  Efplanade  fouth."     It  was  recommended  at  the 

fame  time  to  the  commanding  officers,  to  have  a  fufficient  referve  in 

cafe  of  deficiencies,  and  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  flanks  and 

redans  which  commanded  the  front  of  the  Line- wall. 

"'  As  THE  above  exhibits  the  Governor's  difpofition  of  the  troops, 
it  will  not  be  improper  to  infert  in  this  place  a  detail  of  the  guards 
which  mounted  in  the  Garrifon  at  this  period,  with  the  ftrength  of 
the  Garrifon,  and  men  daily  on  duty.  The  ftreagth  of  the  Garrifon, 
with  the  marine  brigade,'  (including  the  officers)  in  September,  was 
about  fevcn  thoufand  five  hundred  men  ^  upwards  of  four  hundred 
of  whom  were  in  the  hofpital.  The  .number  daily  upoa  duty  is 
fliewn  in  the  following  abftraft.. 

Guards,    ....... .....      jogi     Men  including  Officers. 

Picquets,  (including  tlie  Additions  of  the  1 2th)   613     ditto 

Working-parties,  under  the  Chief  Engineer  J      ^^fexclufive  of  the  Engineer?'     : 
and  the  Quarter-mailer  General,  it      and  Overfeers. 


Guards,. 


272                 HISTORY 

■  OF 

THE    LATE 

1782, 

i 

Art) 

illery. 

Sept. 

« 

? 

^ 

B 

-' 1 

~^ 

0 

Captair 
Subaltc: 
Serjeanl 

a 

0 
0 

a 
s 

rt 
P^ 

B 
0 
U 

2 

.5 

GUARDS. 

Detachments  Te 

Town  District. 

I 

000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Governor's,  or  Convent-gd.O 

0     0     I 

I 

0 

6 

0 

0  N.B.  Grenadiers. 

Lieut.  Governor's, 

0 

0     0     I 

I 

0 

9 

0 

0  N.B.  Lt.  Infantry. 

Willis's,  &c. 

0 

I     2     0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

S8 

Flag-ftaff, 

0 

0     I     0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

15 

'^          Land  port. 

0 

I     4    5 

12 

2 

86 

I 

4  _     ....    the  Spur  &Fleche. 

Grand  Battery, 

0 

0     I     I 

4 

I 

26 

0 

0 

f  the  Lunette,  & 
2 I     Mole  head. 

Water  port. 

0 

224 

6 

2 

88 

0 

Main, 

0 

I     I     2 

4 

2 

40 

I 

3 

South  port. 

0 

0     I     2 

4 

I 

29 

0 

I 

Caftle, 

0 

001 

2 

0 

12 

0 

0 

North  Line-wall, 

0 

001 

2 

0 

It 

0 

0 

South  Line-wall,      .  /^i 

IvlP 

001 

2 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Artillery-magazinei^  ^  . 

^49 

001 

I 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Middle-hill, 

0 

000 

0 

0 

12 

2 

0 

Signal  houfe. 

0 

001 

I 

0 

6 

I 

0 Cha.  Vth'swall, 

Viiflualling-ofRce, 

0 

0    01 

I 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Patroles, 

0 

009 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

Orderlies, 

0 

0    0  13 

0 

I 

2 

0 

0 

Lines, 

I 

060 

0 

0 

0 

0 

°                                 rTT 

Prince's, 

0 

I     1     3 

6 

2 

5° 

I 

J  Uppeiici'a. 
'     ■      "     "      "      1      &=•       ,. 

King's, 

0 

0     I     I 

4 

I 

5° 

0 

2                                                  ■    ■ 

Queen's, 

0 

III 

2 

' 

30 

0 

I 

South  District, 

I 

000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Europa, 

0 

I     I     I 

3 

2 

^^/ 

■  I 

8 

Europa-advance, 

0 

0     1     I 

I 

1 

20 

I 

41  N.B.  Marine 
I  J      Brigade. 

Little  Bay, 

0 

0     I     I 

I 

I 

i8 

0 

Ragged- ftaff. 

0 

012 

2 

I 

3f> 

0 

I     -     -      -      -     the  Wharf. 

Rofia, 

0 

0      I       X 

2 

I 

30 

0 

2     -     -      -      -    -Vi£lualling-tent. 

New  mole. 

0 

I     2     3 

3 

2 

59 

0 

3     ...      -      New-mole  he.nd; 

Buena-Vifta, 

0 

000 

0 

0 

6 

2 

0 

Camp, 

0 

0     0     I 

I 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Hofpital, 

0 

001 

I 

0 

12 

0 

0 

Magazine, 

0 

001 

I 

0 

15 

0 

0 

South  Shed, 

0 

001 

2 

0 

21 

0 

0    -     -    -    -     The  Provoft-lhip: 

Princefs  of  Wales's  Lim 

es,  0 

0    0     I 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Windmill-hill, 

0 

000 

I 

0 

9 

0 

0  N.B.  Corficans. 

General  De  la  Motte's, 

0 

000 

I 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Orderlies, 

0 

0    0     I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Total  3 

9    22    64 

73 

23 

773 

iS 

106 

SIEGE    OF    GIBRALTAR,  293 

In  the  evening  of  the  7th,  a  little  before  midnight,  two  large  '7^* 
lights  appeared  on  the  fliore  weft  of  the  Orange-grove,  forming  a 
right  line  with  our  Grand  battery ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  two  fimilar 
fires  were  feen  behind  Fort  St.  Philip  j  whence,  if  a  line  was  pro- 
duced, it  would  to  appearance  have  interfered  the  former,  about 
eight  or  nine  hundred  yards  to  the  north-weft  of  the  Old-mole  head. 
Thefe  unufual  fignals  made  many  conjeilure  that  the  Enemy  were 
founding  in  that  quarter.  A  few  rounds  were  accordingly  fired  at 
intervals  in  that  diredlion  from  the  North  baftion. 

By  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  preparations,  in  the  department 
of  the  artillery,  under  General  Boyd's  diredlions,  were  completed  | 
and  the  fuccefs  of  the  attack  in  a  great  meafure  depending  upon 
embracing  the  favourable  moment,  it  was  no  longer  deferred.  At 
feven  o'clock,  the  town-guards  being  relieved,  the  firing  commenced 
from  all  the  northern  batteries  which  bore  upon  the  weftern  part  of 
the  parallel,  and  was  fupported  through  the  day  with  admirable 
vivacity.  The  efFed  of  the  red-hot  fliot  and  carcaffes  exceeded  our 
moft  fanguine  expedtations.  In  a  few  hours,  the  Mahon  battery  of 
fix  guns,  with  the  battery  of  two  guns  on  its  flank,  and  great  part  of 
the  adjoining  parallel,  were  on  fire  j  and  the  flames,  notwithftanding 
the  Enemy's  exertions  to  extinguifti  them,  burnt  fo  rapidly,  that  the 
whole  of  thofe  works  before  night  were  confumed.  The  St.  Carlos 's 
and  St.  Martin's  batteries  however  on  this  occafion  efcaped  the  fate 
which  they  had  formely  experienced.  They  were  neverthelefs  ib 
much  deranged  by  the  breaches  made  to  obftrudl  the  effedts  of  the 
carcaffes,  &c.  that  the  Enemy  were  under  tlie  neceffity  of  taking 
down  the  greater  part. 

The  Enemy,  for  near  an  hour,  continued  filent  fpedlators  of  our 
cannonade.  About  eight,  they  fired  a  few  guns  from  the  St.  Mar- 
tin's battery ;  and  between  nine  and  ten,  returned  our  fire  from  Forts 
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»7S2.  St.  Philip  and  Barbara,  with  the  feven-gun  battery  in  the  lines,  and 
U0^f^^  foon  after  from  eight  new,  mortar-batteries  in  the  parallel.  This 
tardinefs  in  returning  our  fire,  in  feme  degree  we  attributed  to  the 
works  being  confufed  v/ith  materials,  and  fome  of  the  batteries 
being  deficient  in  ammunition.  It  might  however  be  owing  to  want 
of  difcretionary  orders,  as  an  Officer  of  rank  was  obferved  to  enter 
the  lines  about  the  time  when  their  cannonade  becam.e  general  :  a 
reinforcement  alfo  marched  down  from  the  camp. 

The  aftonifhing  bravery  difplayed  by  the  Enemy  in  their  repeated 
attempts  to  extinguifli  the  flames,  could  not  fail  to  attradt  our  par- 
ticular notice.  Urged  on  mofl  probably  by  emulation,  they  per- 
formed prodigies  of  valour  j  fo  that  their  lofs,  under  fo  well-diredted. 
a  fire,  mufi:  have  been  very  confiderable.  The  French  Brigade,  we 
afterwards  underftood,  had  a  hundred  and  forty  killed  and  wounded. 
If  the  Spanifh  cafuals  bore  an  equal  proportion,  their  united  lofs 
have  greatly  exceeded  our  calculations. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  cannonade  abated  on 
both  fides,  and  the  Enemy  foon  after  were  totally  filent,  though. 
we  continued  our  ufual  fire.  The  Garrifon  had  two  or  three  killed, 
and.  fcveral  wounded.  Lieut.  Boag,  of  the  Artillery,  and  Enfiga 
Gordon,  of  the  58th  regiment,  Vv'ere  of  the  latter  number.  The 
former  Officer  had  been  wounded  before  :  on  this  occafion  he  was 
pointing  a  gun  from  Hanover  battery  in  the  lines,  when  a  fliell  fell 
.  in  the  battery.  Ke  had  fcarcely  time  to  throw  himfelf  down  in  an 
embrafure,  when  the  fhell  burft,  and  fired  the  gim  under  the 
muzzle  cf  which  he  lay.  The  report  immediately  deprived  him  of 
hearing,  and  it  was  fome  time  before  he  recovered  a  tolerable  ufe 
cf  that  faculty.  Major  Martin,  of  the  fame  corps,  had  likewife 
a  very  fortunate  efcape  from  a  twenty-fix.-pounder,  which  fi:sot 
away  the  cock  of  his  hat  clofe  to  the  crown,     I  infert  this  anec- 
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dote,  becaufe  It  is  commonly  believed,  that  if  a  cannon-ball  of  this  tj^ 
diameter  pafles  fo  near  the  head  of  a  perfon,  it  is  generally  fatal. 
The  Major  was  confiderably  flunned  with  the  wind  of  the  fhot, 
but  experienced  little  further  injury.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  8th, 
two  more  fhips  of  the  line  removed  to  the  Orange-grove,  followed 
fome  time  afterwards  by  twenty-two  gun  and  mortar  boats ;  and 
in  the  evening,  one  of  the  French  men  of  war  joined  them  from 
Algeziras,  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  a  number  of  troops  were 
embarked  on  board  fuch  of  the  battering-iliips  as  were  finillied ; 
and  at  night,  our  Artillery  replaced  the  ammunition  in  the  expence- 
anagazines,  which  had  been  ufed  to  fuch  good  purpofe  in  the 
morning. 

This  unexpedled  infult,  undoubtedly  precipitated  the  Duke's 
meafures ;  and  by  provoking  him  to  the  attack,  before  the  pre- 
parations in  the  other  departments  were  ready  to  combine  with 
him  in  a  general  and  powerful  effort  againfl  the  Garrifon,  ferved 
greatly  to  fruftrate  the  enterprife.  Apprehenlive,  probably,  that, 
elated  by  our  good  fortune,  we  might  renew  our  attempts  finally 
to  deftroy  thofe  works  which  had  efcaped,  the  Duke  determined 
to  avoid  the  blow  (which  alfo  might  be  in  other  refpeds  fatal  in 
its  confequences)  by  opening  his  batteries,  even  in  their  unfiniOied 
ftate.  Adluated,  moil  probably,  by  thefe  motives,  the  embrafures 
of  the  new  batteries  were  unmaiked  during  the  night  of  the  8th  j 
and  the  fucceeding  morning,  at  day-break,  we  were  furprlfed  to 
find  every  appearance  in  their  works  for  firing  upon  the  Garrifon. 
Two  rockets  from  the  forts  in  the  lines  were  the  fienals  to  beein  - 
and  the  cannonade  comm.enced  at  half  paft  five  o'clock,  with  a 
volley  of  about  fixty  fliells  from  all  their  mortar-batteries  in  the 
parallel,  fucceeded  by  a  general  difcharge  of  their  cannon,  amounting, 
in  the  whole,  to  about  a  hundred  and  feventy  pieces  of  ordnance,  all 
of  large  calibre: — a  Difcharge,  I  believe,  not  to  be  paralleled !  Their 
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|78».  firing  was  powerful,  and  entirely  diredled  againft  our  works  j  but  was 
Mir<w  not,  after  the  firft  round,  altogether  fo  tremendous  as  we  had  reafon 
to  expedt  from  fuch  a  train  of  artillery.  At  intervals,  from  ten  to 
twenty  fhells  were  in  the  air  at  the  fame  moment;  their  efFedts  though 
were  not  equal  to  the  numbers  expended.  The  town,  fouthward  of 
the  King's  baftion,  was  little  afFedted  ;  but  the  northern  front,  and 
line-wall  leading  from  the  Grand  parade  to  the  North  baftion,  were 
exceedingly  warm ;  and  the  lines  and  Land  port  were  greatly  annoyed 
by  the  fhells  from  the  howitzers^  which  were  diftributed  in  various 
parts  of  their  parallel.  Montague's  and  Orange's  baftions  feemed 
to  be  the  Centre  of  the  Enemy-s  crofs-fire  ;  whilfb  the  line- wall 
in  their  vicinity  was  taken  a  reversy  by  the  fhot  which  paiTed  ovet 
the  lines  from  the  lixty-four-gun  battery. 

Not  imagining,  from  the  rough  appearance- of  the  Enemy's  worksj-- 
that  they  could  poffibly  retaliate  fo  foon,  the  guards  and  -picquets, ;  p. 
at  the  north  end  of  the  Garrifdnwere  for  fome  time  expofed,  and  fomei.j.l 
cafuals  occurred :  but  we  foon  difcovered-  whence  we  were  chief! j3yj_ 
annoyed,  and  confequently  became  more  cautious.  Lieut.  Whartoni,^ Jq 
of  the  73d  regiment,'  was  dangeroufly  wounded  at  Land  port. 

Whilst  the  land-batteries  were  thus  pouring  forth  their  vengeance 
upon  the  northern  front,  nine  line-of-battle  fhips,  including  thoie^  ;• 
under  the  French  flag,  got  under  way  from  the  Orange-grove,  andi  ^, 
pafling  along  theGarrilbn,  difcharged  feveral  broadfides  at  the  worksi 
and  particularly  at  a  fettee  which  had  juft  arrived  under  our  guns 
from  Algiers.  When  this  fquadron  had  got  round  Europa  point, 
they  fuddenly  wore,  and,  returning  along  the  Europa,  Rolia,  and 
'  New-mole  batteries,    commenced  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  Garrifon. 

The  marine  brigade  and  artillery  returned  the  falute  till  they  pafled, 
when  the  men  of  war  returned  to  the  eaftward.     About  the  fams,  ,.;. 
time  that  th_e  Enemy  were  thus  amufing  us  at  the  fouthward,  fifteen  -  .- 
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gun  and  mortar  boats  approached  the  town,  and  continued  their     ''^** 
fire  for  fome  time ;  but  the  artillery  giving  them  a  warm  reception 
from  the  King's  baftion,  two  of  them  were  towed  off  with  precipi- 
tation, and  the  reft  retired  in  great  diforder.     One  was  thought  tc>'  ' 
be  very  confiderably  damaged ;  and  fome  imagined  that  her  gun  wasr 
thrown  over-board  to  fave  her  from  finking. 

This  mode  of  annoying  us  on  all  fides  exadlly  correfponded  with" 
the  accounts  which  we  had  received  of  the  plan  of  attack  didlatecf  ^  * 
by  Monfieur  D'Arfon,  the  French  engineer,  who  fuperintended  the 
Enemy's  preparations.      They   hoped   probably  ta  confound  and' 
overwhelm  us,  by  prefenting  to-  us  deftrudtion   under  fuch  various 
forms,  and  by  the  enormous  quantity  of  fire  which  they  poured  in  ''"^ 
upon  the  Garrifon.     The  Governor  however  did  not  approve  of  his 
troops  being  thus   fubjefted   to  be  haraffed  at  their  pleafure,    and 
refolved  therefore,   if  poffible,  to  put  a  ftop  to  their  fea-attacks. 
For  this  purpofe,  the  furnaces   and  grates  for  heating  fhot,  at  the  :  • 
New  mole,  were  ordered  to  be  lighted;  and  fome  arrangements  took  ' 
place   in  the  ordnance  upon  Windmill-hill.     Towards  dufk,    the 
Enemy  abated  in  the  fire  from   their  cannon ;  increafing  however 
in  the  expenditure  of  fliells,   which,  being  generally  fired  with  fhort 
fufes,  broke  in  the  air.     This   practice  feemed  well  calculated  for 
the  purpofes  in  view.      In  the  day,  tlrcy  could  obferve  with  greater 
certainty  the  efieifl  of  their  ihot,  and  alter  as  circumftances  diredled  :' 
the  firing  at  night  muft  unavoidably  be  lefs  depended  upon;   fhells 
were  therefore  burfi  over  the  heads  of  our  workmen,  to  prevent  them,, 
if  poflible,  from  repairing  at  night  the  damage  received  in  the  day. 
It  did  not  neverthekfs  obilrudl  the  duties   in  the  department  of  the- 
engineers  ;  and  tlie  artillery  were  not  hindered  from  further  com- 
pleting the  expcnce-magazines  with  ammunition.     The  97th   regi- 
i-nent  was.  now  fo  far  recovered,  as  for  fome  time  to  afhii;  in  the 
fatigue  and  duties  of  the  Garrifon  j  and  this  day   the  officers,  with 
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1782,     a  hundred  men,  were  added  to  the  general  roller.     The  town  guards 
^^^    were  alfo  ordered  to  alTembl.e  in  South-port  ditch. 

'The  Enemy's  men  of  war  (as  we  expeded)  repeated  their  attack 
very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  i  oth.  Each  iliip  carried  a  light  at  her 
inizen-peak ;  but  they  did  not  approach  near  enough  to  produce  much 
eifedl.  We  received  them  with  a  weli-fupported  fire;  and  the 
next  morning  obferved  one  of  them  at  anchor,  with  her  bowfprit 
unfhipped,  at  Algeziras.  The  remaining  eight  renewed  their  can- 
nonade about  nine  in  the  forenoon,  and  killed  two  of  the  marine 
hrigade,  and  wounded  a  ferjeant  of  artillery  and  two  others.  After 
they  had  pafied  as  before,  they  wore  fliip,  apparently  with  an  inten- 
tion of  continuing  their  vifits,  but  fuddenly  put  about,  and  anchored 
-oiF  the  Orange-grove.  We  were  afterwards  informed,  that,  the, 
difccfVery  of  a  red-hot  fhot  on  board  one  of  the  fliips,  was >. the* 
immediate  caufe  of  this  hafty  manoeuvre. 

The  Enemy  continued  their  firing  from  the  Ifthmus,  recommen- 
cing at  morning  gun-fire  on  the  loth  from  their  gun-batteries.  At 
feven  o'clock,  including  the  expenditure  on  the  8  th,  they  had  dif- 
charged  five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-feven  fhot,  and 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  two  fhells,  exclufive  of  the  number 
fired  by  the  men  of  war  'and  mortar-boats.  The  Garrifon,  on  the 
contrary,  took  no  further  notice  of  them,  than  to  return  a  few  rounds 
frrm  the  terrace-batteries  at  their  working-parties,  who  were  repair- 
ing the  damage  done  on  the  8  th,  and  completing  the  reft  of  their 
works.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  the  Brilliant  and  Porcupine  fri- 
gates were  ikuttled  by  the  navy  in  the  New  mole ;  and  at  night  the 
engineers,  with  a  working-party,  cleared  the  lines  of  rubbilli,  and 
reftored  thofe  traverfes  v/hich  had  been  demoliflied.  At  night,  the 
Enemy's  fire  was  under  the  fame  regulation  as  the  pi-eceding 
isv-ening. 
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The  next  morning,  when  our  guards  were  relieving,  a  fignal  was      »78?. 


made  at  the  Tower,  near  the  quarry,  under  the  Queen  of  Spain's 
chair;  and  the  Enemy's  cannonade  became  exceflively  brifk  :  for- 
tunately few  cafuals  occurred.  Their  firing,  when  this  objedt- 
ceafed  to  amufe  them,  feemed  to  be  principally  direded  againfl:  the 
obflructions  at  Land  port,  and  in  that  part  of  the  Garrifon.  Many 
of  the  palifades  in  the  covered  way  were  deflroyed,  and  the  che— 
vatcx-de-frife  confiderably  injured  :  artificers  were  however  con- 
ilandy  detached  to  repair  thofe  breaches ;  fo  that  the  whole  were 
kept  in  a  better  ftate  than  might  be  expected.  In  the  afternoon, 
we  began  to  conclude,  that  the  attack  with  the  Battering-fliips 
was  no  longer  to  be  deferred.  Several  detachments  of  foldiers 
embarked  from  the  camp,  and  others  were  flanding  on  the  neigh- 
bouring eminences  ;  which,  with  the  appearance,  in  the  evening,  of 
fignals  like  thofe  which  we  obferved  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  led  us 
to  imagine  that  every  preparation  was  complete;  and  the  wind  at 
that  time  blowing  gently  in  the  Bay,  from  the  north-weft,  favoured 
our  conjedlure.  Land-port  and  Water-port  guards  were  imme- 
diately reinforced,  the  furnaces  and  grates  for  heating  fhot  were  . 
lighted,  and  the  artillery  ordered  to  man  the  batteries. 

Thus  prepared,  we  waited  their  appearance  (for  it  feemed  to  be 
the  general  opinion,  that  the  Battering-fliips  would  advance,  and  be 
moored  in  the  night,  that  they  might  be  lefs  expofed  to  annoyance 
in  this  duty,  and  open  with  greater  effect  together  at  day-break). 
Our  attention  v/as  however  called  oft  from,  the  Bay  to  the  land-fide, 
v/here  the  Enemy  had  (tt  fire  to  tlie  barriers  of  Bay-fide  and  Forbss's  ^ 
and  the  v/hole  of  thofe  palilades,  to  the  water's  edge,  were  inflantly 
involved  in  fiames.  The  northern  guards  and  picquets  were  imme- 
diately under  arms,  and  a  fmart  difcharge  of  mufquetry  was  diredted 
upon  feveral  parties,  which,  by  the  light  of  the  fire,  v/ere  difcovered 
in  the  meadov/s.     The  Enemy  increafing  their  bombardment,  and 

nothing 
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.^782,     jiothing  new  happening  in  confequence  of  the  conflagration,   the 
.picquets  and  guards  were  remanded  under  cover  j  but  the  Artillery 
•  continued  upon  the  batteries.     V/e  had  fcarcely  recovered  from  this 
alarm,  before  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  with  the  bomb-ketches, 
began  to  bombard  the  Northern  front,  taking  their  fbations  .  off  the 
King's  bafiion,    extending  towards  Fort  St.  Philip.     They  com- 
menced about  an  hour  after  midnight ;  and  their  fire,  added  to  that 
-of  tlie  land-batteries,  exceedingly  annoyed  Water  port  and  its  vici- 
nity.    The  out-picquets  were  again  under  arms,  but  providentially 
our  lofs  was  trifling.     We  returned  a  few  rounds  from  the  Sea-line, 
but  ftill  difregarded  the  batteries  on   the  Iflhmus ;  excepting  when 
'  their  workmen  appeared,  or  were  thought  to  be  employed.     Major 
^  Lewis,  Commandant  of  the  Artillery,  was  unfortunately  amongft 
-the    wounded.      The   confinement  of    this   adlive  officer  at   this 
critical  jundture,    might  have  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  fer- 
vice,  had  not  his  Seconds  been  of  confirmed  ability  and  experience  : 
owing  to  their  united  exertions,   the  feveral  duties  in  that  com- 
plicated and  important  department  were  condudted  with  harmony 
and  fuccefs^ 

When  the  gun-boats  retired,  nothing  new  occurred  till  the 
morning  of  the  12th:  their  firing  continued  to  be  fupported  at 
the  average  of  four  thoufand  rounds  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 
About  eight  o'clock,  reports  were  received  from  Europa  guard, 
that  a  large  fleet  had  appeared  from  the  weflward.  The  wind  was 
briflc,  and  we  had  fcarcely  time  to  form  any  conjectures  concerning 
them,  ere  they  approached  the  Bay ;  and  proved  to  be  the  Com- 
bined Fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  confilling  of  feven  three- 
deckers,  and  thirty-one  fhips  of  two  decks ;  with  three  frigates  and 
a  number  of  xebeques,  bomb-ketches,  and  hofpital-fhips.;  the 
-whole  under  the  command  of  ten  Admirals,  and  a  broad  pendant. 

In 
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Tn  the  afternoon,  they  were  all  at  anchor  between  the  Orange-grove     1782 
and  Algezlras. 

This  great  accumulation  of  force  could  not  fail  to  furprife,  if 
not  alarm  the  Garrifon.  It  appeared  as  if  they  meant,  previous  to 
their  final  efforts,  to  flrike,  if  poffible,  a  terror  through  their  oppo- 
nents, by  difplaying  before  us  a  more  pov/erful  armament  than  had 
probably  ever  been  brought  againft  any  fortrefs.  Forty-feven  fail  of 
the  line,  including  three  inferior  two-deckers  ;  ten  battering-fhiips, 
deemed  perfeft  in  defign,  and  efteemed  invincible,  carrying  two 
hundred  and  twelve  guns  ;  innumerable  frigates,  xebeques,  bomb- 
ketches,  cutters,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  and  fmaller  craft  for 
'  difembarking  men  ^  thefe  were  affembled  in  'the ''Bay. '  'Oil  the 
land  fide  were  moft  ftupendous  and  flrong  batteries'  aiad  works, 
mounting  two  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  protected 
by  an  army  of  near  forty  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  a  vidtorious 
and  adtive  General,  of  the  higheft  reputation,  and  animated  with 
the  immediate  prefence  of  two  Princes  of  the  Royal  Blood  of  France, 
with  other  dignified  Perfonages,  and  many  of  their  own  Nobility. 
Such  a  naval  and  military  fpeilacle  moft  certainly  is  not  to  be 
equalled  in  the  annals  of  war.  From  fuch  a  combination  of  power, 
and  favourable  concurrent  circumftances,  it  was  natural  enough 
that  the  Nation  fhould  anticipate  the  moft  glorious  confequences. 
Indeed  their  confidence  in  the  effcO:  to  be  produced  by  the  batter- 
ing-fhips  pafTed  all  bounds  ;  and  in  the  enthufiafm  excited  by  the 
magnitude  of  their  preparations,  it  was  thought  highly  criminal 
even  to  whifper  a  doubt  of  the  fuccefs. 

In  drawing  thefe  flattering  conclufions,  the  Enemy,  however, 
feemed  entirely  to  have  overlooked  the  nature  of  that  force  which  was 
oppofed  to  them  ;  for,  though  the  Garrifon  fcarcely  cbnfifted  of  more 
than  feven  thoufand  eifedive  men,  including  'the  Marine  brigade, 
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1782,  they  forgot  that  they  were  now  veterans  in  this  fervice,  had  been 
,^^!^  a  long  time  habituated  to  the  efFedls  of  artillery,  and  were  prepared 
by  degrees  for  the  arduous  conflict  that  awaited  them.  We  were, 
at  the  fame  time,  commanded  by  Officers  of  approved  courage, 
prudence,  and  ability  ;  eminent  for  all  the  accomplifhments  of 
their  profeffion,  and  in  whom  we  had  unbounded  confidence.  Our 
{pirits  too  were  not  a  little  elevated  by  the  fucccefs  attending  the 
recent  practice  of  firing  red-hot  fliot,  which  in  this  attack,  we 
hoped,  would  enable  us  to  bring  our  labours  to  a  period,  and 
r.elieve  us  from  the  tedious  cruelty  of  a  vexatious  blockade. 

Before  the  Garrifon  had  well  difcovered  the  force  of  their  new 
vifitors,  an  occurrence  happened,  which,  though  trifling  in  itfelf,., 
I  truft,  I  fhall  be  excufed  for  inferring.  When  the  van  of  the 
Combined  Fleet  had  entered  the  Bay,  and  the  foldiers  in  foivn  were. 
attentively  viewing  the  fhips,  alledging,  amongft  other  reafons  for 
their  arrival,  that  the  Britifh  fleet  mufl:  undoubtedly  be  in  purfuit ; 
'  Qn  a  fudden,  a  general  huzza  was  given,  and  all,  to  a  man,  cried 
out,  the  Britiih  Admiral  was  certainly  in  their  rear,  as  a  flag  for  a 
fleet  was  hoifted  upon  our  fignal-houfe  pole.  For  fome  momenta- 
the  flattering  idea  was  indulged ;  but  our  hopes  were  foon  damped 
by  the  fudden  difappearance  of  the  fignal.  We  were  afterwards 
.informed  by  the  guard  at  that  poft,  that  what  our  creative  fancies 
I^ad  imagined  to  be  a  flag,  was  nothing  more  than  an  Eagle,  which, 
after  feveral  evolutions,  had  perched  a  few  minutes  on  the  weftern- 
moft  pole,  and  then  flew  away  towards  the  eaft.  Though  lefs, 
fiiperftitious  than  the  ancient  Romans,  many  could  not  help  fancy- 
ing it  a  favourable  omen  to  the  Garrifon ;  and  the  event  of  the. 
fucceeding  day  juftified  the  prognoftication. 

In   the  morning   of  the    12th,    the   Governor  reinforced   the 
picquets  of  the  line  ^  nine  of  which,  in  future,  were  flationed  in 
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town,  and  diftributed  as  follows  ;  two  at  Water  port,  two  at  Land     ^7^^' 
port,  two  in  the  Lines,  and  the  remaining  three  in  the  picquet-yard,     *— v-«* 
with  the  field-officer  of  the  town  diftridl.     The  other  picquet  of 
the  line  was  ftationed  at  the  fouthward.      The  following  return 
fpecifies  the  flrength  of  the  picquets  at  this  period. 

Sub. 

The  Artillery,  and  Hanoverian  brigade,  each  corps  i 

The  1 2th,   39th,  56th,  and  58th  regiments      .     .  i 

The  72d  and  73d  regiments i.  M'%iM  0^^i.^j^ 

The  97th  regiment i      i      i      56 

Total  four  Captains ^      ,  ^,  r.i.  ^■      M^'    i^    n    580 

■^         ^ and  three  01  the  Line  ^  .    rv 

In  the  evening,  about  dufk,  a  number  of  men  were  obferved 
to  embark  from  the  Orange-grove,  on  board  the  battering-fhips  ; 
which,  with  the  prefence  of  the  fleet,  and  the  wind  blowing 
favourably,  induced  us  to  conclude  that  the  important  attack,  was 
not  long  to  be  deferred. 


The  Enemy's  cannonade  was  continued,  almoft  on  the  fame  fcale 
as  the  preceding  days,  during  the  night  of  the  12th.  The  next 
morning,  we  obferved  the  Combined  Fleet  had  made  fome  new 
arrangements  in  their  pofition,  or  moorings,  and  that  the  remaining 
two  battering-fhips  had  joined  the  others  at  the  Orange-grove, 
where  their  whole  force  feemed  to  be  aifembled.  About  a  quarter 
before  {even  o'clock,  fome  motions  were  obferved  amongfl  their 
Shipping;  and  foon  after,  the  Battering-ships  got  under  way, 
with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  north-weft,  flanding  to  the  fouth- 
ward, to  clear  the  men  of  war ;  and  v/ere  attended  by  a  number  of 
boats.  As  our  Navy  were  eonflantly  of  opinion  that  the  Ships 
would  be  brought  before  the  Garrifon  in  the  night,   few  fufpedled 
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i78«.  "  that  the  prefent  manoeuvres  were  preparatory  to  their  finally  enter- 
ing on  the  interefhing  enterprife  :  but  obferving  a  crowd  of  fpecftators 
on  the  beach,  near  Point  Mala,  and  upon  the  neighbouring  emi- 
nences, and  the  fhips  edging  down  towards  the  Garrilbn,  the 
Governor  thought  it  would  be  imprudent  any  longer  to  doubt  it. 
The  Town-batteries  were  accordingly  manned,  and  the  grates  and 
furnaces  for  heating  fliot  ordered  to  be  lighted. 

Thus  prepared  for  their  reception,  we  had  leifure  to  notice  the 
Enemy's  evolutions.  The  ten  Battering-fhips,  after  leaving  the 
men  of  war,  wore  to  the  north;  and  a  little  paft  nine  o'clock, 
bore  down  in  admirable  order  for  their  feveral  ftations  ;  the  Admiral 
in  a  two-decker,  mooring  about  nine  hundred  yards  off  the  King's 
baftion  ;  the  others  fucceffively  taking  their  places  to  the  right  and 
left  of  the  flag-fhip,  in  a  mafterly  manner  ;  the  moil  diflant  being 
about  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  yards  from  the  Garrifon.  Our 
Artillery  allowed  the  Enemy  every  reafonable  advantage,  in  per- 
mitting them,  without  moleftation,  to  choofe  their  diftance ;  but 
as  foon  as  the  firft  fliip  dropped  her  anchors,  which  Was  about 
a  quarter  before  ten  o'clock,  that  inftant  our  firing  commenced. 
The  Enemy  were  completely  moored  in  little  more  than  ten  minutes. 
The  cannonade  then  became  in  a  high  degree  tremendous.  The 
fhowers  of  fhot  and  fliells  which  were  diredled  from  their  land- 
batteries>  the  battering-lliips,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the 
various  works -of  the  Garrifon,  exhibited  a  fcene,  of  which  per- 
haps neither  the  pen  nor  the  pencil  can  furnifli  a  competent  idea. 
It  is  fiifficient  to  fay,  that  four  hundred  pieces  of  the  heaviell 
artillery  were  playing  at  the  fame  moment  :  an  inflance  \Yhich 
has  fcarcely  occurred  in  any  fiege  fmce  the  invention  of  thofe 
wonderful  engines  of  deftrudlion,^ 

After 
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After  fome  hours  cannonade,  the  Batterine-fhips  were  found  to  ^7-^^ 
be  no  lefs  formidable  than  they  had  been  reprefented.  Our  heavieft 
fhells  often  rebounded  from  their  tops,  whilft  the  thirty-two-pound 
fhot  feemed  incapable  of  making  any  vilible  impreflion  upon  their 
hulls.  Frequently  we  flattered  ourfelves  they  were  on  fire  3  but  no 
fooner  did  the  finoke  appear,  than,  with  the  moft  perfevering  intre- 
pidity, men  were  obferved  applying  water,  from  their  eiigines 
within,  to  thofe  places  whence  the  fmoke  ifliied.  Thefe  circum- 
flances,  with  the  prodigious  cannonade  which  they  maintained, 
gave  us  reafon  to  imagine  that  the  attack  would  not  be  fo  foon. 
decided,  as,  from  our  recent  fuccefs  againfl  their  land-batteries, 
we  had  fondly  expeded.  Even  the  Artillery  themfelves,  at  this 
period,  had  their  doubts  of  the  effed  of  the  red-hot  fhot,  which 
began  to  be  ufed  about  twelve,  but  were  not  general  till  between  one 
and  two  o'clock.  The  Enemy's  cannon  at  the  commencement 
were  too  much  elevated ;  but  about  noon  their  firing  was  powerful, 
and  well  diredled.  Our  cafuals  then  became  numerous  ;  particulnrly 
on  thofe  batteries  north  of  the  King's  baflion,  which  were  warmly 
annoyed  by  the  Enemy's  fianking  and  reverfe  fire  from  the  land. 
Though  fo  vexatioufly  annoyed  from  the  Ifthmus,  our  Artillery 
totally  difregarded  their  opponents  in  that  quarter,  direfting  their  fole 
attention  to  the  Battering- flaips,  the  furious  and  fpirited  oppofition 
of  which  ferved  to  excite  our  people  to  more  animated  exertions.  A 
fire,  more  tremendous  if  pofilble  than  ever,  was  .therefore  directed 
from  the  Garrifon.  Incellant  fhowers  of  hot  balls,  carcafies,  and 
Hiells  of  every  fpecies,  flew  from  all  quarters;  and  as  the  mafts  of 
feveral  of  the  fliips  were  fhot  away,  and  the  rigging  of  all  in  great 
confufion,  our  hopes  of  a  favourable  and  fpeedy  dccifion  began  to 
revive. 

About  noon,  the  mortar-boats  and  bomb-ketches  attempted  to 
fecond  the  attack  from  the  fliips  ;  but  the  wind  having  changed  to 

the. 
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T782,     the  'fouth-weft,  and  blowing  a  fmart  breeze,  with  a  heavy  fwell, 
J^    they  were  prevented  taking  a  part  in  the  adlion.     The  fame  reafoa 

alfo  hindered  our  gun-boats  from  flanking  the  Battering-fhips  from 

the  fouthward.* 

For  fome  hours,  the  attack  and  defence  were  fo  equally  well  fup- 
portdd,  as  fcarcely  to  admit  any  appearance  of  fuperiority  in  the 
cannonade  on  either  fide.  The  wonderful  conftrudtion  of  the  fhips 
feemed  to  bid  defiance  to  the  powers  of  the  heavieft  ordnance.  In 
the  afternoon,  however,  the  face  of  things  began  to  change  confi- 
derably.  The  fmoke  which  had  been  obferved  to  iffue  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  flag-fhip  appeared  to  prevail,  notwithftanding  the 
conftant  application  of  water ;  and  the  Admiral's  Second  was  per- 
ceived to  be  in  the  fame  condition.  Confufion  was  now  apparent  on 
board  feveral  of  the  vefi"els  ;  and  by  the  evening  their  cannonade  was 
confiderably  abated.  About  feven  or  eight  it  almofl  totalis  o^rfed, 
excepting  from  one  or  two  fhips  to  the  northward,  rrom 

their  diflance,  had  fuffered  little  injury. 

When  their  firing  tegan  to  flacken,  various  fignals  were  made 
from  the  fouthernmoft  fhips ;  and,  as  the  evening  advanced,  many 
rockets  were  thrown  up,  to  inform  their  friends  (as  we  afterwards 
learned)  of  their  extreme  danger  and  diftrefs.  Thefe  fignals  were 
immediately  anfwered,  and  feveral  boats  were  feen  to  row  round  the 
difabled  Ihips.  Our  artillery,  at  this  period,  muft  have  caufed 
dreadful  havock  amongft  them.  An  indiftindt  clamour,  with 
lamentable  cries  and  groans,  proceeded  (during  the  fhort  intervals  of 
ceflTation)  from  all  quarters  ;  and  a  little  before  midnight,  a  wreck 
floated  in,  upon  which  were  twelve  men,  who  only,  out  of  three- 

fcore 

*  A  View  of  ^the  Attack  at  this  period  is  annexed.  The  drawing  was  copied  from  a  fketch 
taken  by  an  ingenious  officer  of  the  12th  regiment,  who,  being  quartered  at  the  fouthward, 
iiad  an  opportunity  of  embracing  this  interefting  period. 
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fcore  which  were  on  board  their  launch,  had  efcaped.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  convinced  us  that  we  had  gained  an  advantage  over  the 
Enemy ;  yet  we  did  not  conceive  that  the  viftory  was  fo  complete  as 
the  fucceeding  morning  evinced.  Our  firing  was  therefore  continued, 
though  with  lefs  vivacity  :  but  as  the  Artillery,  from  fuch  a  hard- 
fought  day,  expoHed  to  the  intenfe  heat  of  a  warm  fun,  in  addition 
to  the  haraffing  duties  of  the  preceding  night,  were  much  fatigued  i 
and  as  it  was  impoffible  to  forefee  what  new  objeds  might  demand 
their  fervice  the  following  day ;  the  Governor,  about  fix  in  the  even- 
ing, when  the.  Enemy's  fire  abated,  permitted  the  majority  of  the 
officers  and  men  to  be  relieved  by  a  picquet  of  a  hundred  men  from 
the  Marine  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Trentham  ;  and 
officers,  and  non-commiffioned  officers  of  the  artillery,  were  ftationed 
on  the  different  batteries,  to  diredl  the  failors  in  the  mode  of  firing, 
the  hot  fhot. 

About  an  hour  after  midnight,  the  Battering-fhip  which  had! 
fuffered  the  greateft  injury,  and  which  had  been  frequently  on  fire, 
the  preceding  day,  was  completely  in  flames ;  and  by  two  o'clock, 
fhe  appeared  as  one  continued  blaze  from  ftem  to  ftern.  The  ffiip  to. 
the  fouthward  was  alfo  on  fire,  but  did  not  burn  with  fo  much  rapi- 
dity. The  light  Uirown  out  on  all  fides  by  the  flames,  enabled  the 
artillery  to  point  the  guns  with  the  utmoft  precifion,  whilft  the 
Rock,,  and  neighbouring objedls,  were  highly  illuminated  ;.  forming,, 
with  the  conftant  flaihes  of  our  cannon,  a  mingled  fcene  of  fubli- 
mity  and  terror.  Between  three  and  four  o'clock,  fix  other  of  the 
Battering- fhips  indicated  the  efficacy  of  red-hot  fliot;  and  the 
approaching  day  ?iow  promifed  us  one  of  the  completefl  defenfive 
vidiories  on  record. 

Brigadier   Curtis,   who  was  encamped  with  his  brigade  at 
Europa,  being  informed  that  the  Enemy's  fhip§  were  in  flames,  and. 

that 
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that  the  cahimefs  of  the  fea  would  permit  his  gun-boats  to  acV, 
marched,  about  three  o'clock,  with  a  detachment  to  the  New  mole  ; 
and,  drawing  up  his  boats  in  fuch  manner  as  to  flank  the  Battering- 
fliips,  com.pelled  their  boats  to  abandon  them.  As  the  day  approached, 
and  the  Garrifon-fire  abated,  the  Brigadier  advanced,  and  captured 
two  launches.  Thefe  boats  attempted  to  efcape  ;  but  a  lliot  killing 
and  wounding  feveral  men  on  board  one  of  them,  they  furrendered, 
and  were  condudled  to  Ragged-ftafF.  The  Brigadier  being  informed 
by  the  prifoners,  that  many  men  were  through  neceflity  left  by  their 
friends  on  board  the  fhips,  he  generoufly  determined  to  refcue  them 
from  the  inevitable  death  which  feemed  to  impend.  Some  of  thefe 
infatuated  wretches  neverthelefs  (it  is  faid)  refufed  at  firfl  the  deliver- 
ance v/hich  was  tendered  to  them,  preferring  the  chance  of  that  death 
which  appeared  inevitable,  to  being  put  to  the  fv/ord ;  which  they 
had  been  perfuaded  would  be  the  confequence,  if  they  fubmitted  to 
the  Garrifon.  Being  left  however  fome  moments  to  the  horrors  of 
their  fate,  they  beckoned  the  boats  to  return,  and  refigned  themfelves 
to  the  clemency  of  their  Conquerors. 

Whilst  the  Navy  were  thus  humanely  relieving  their  diftrefTed 
^Enemy,  the  flames  reached  the  magazine  of  one  of  the  Battering- 
Ihips  to  the  northward,  which  blew  up,  about  five  o'clock,  with 
a  dreadful  explofion.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  following,  another, 
in  the  centre  of  the  line,  met  with  a  fimilar  fate.  The  wreck  from 
the  latter  fpread  to  a  vafl:  extent,  and  involved  our  gun-boats  in  the 
mofl:  imminent  danger.  One  was  funk,  but  the  crew  were  faved.  A 
hole  was  forced  through  the  bottom  of  the  Brigadier's  boat,  his 
coxfwain  killed,  and  the  flrokefman  wounded  j  and  for  fome  time 
they  were  obfcured  in  the  cloud  of  fmoke.  After  this  very  fortunate 
-efcape,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  withdraw  towards  the  Garrifon,  to 
avoid  the  peril  arifing  from  the  blowing-up  of  the  remaining  fliips. 
The  Brigadier  however  vifited  two  other  Ihips  in  his  return,  and 

landed 
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landed  nine  oHlcers,    two  priefts,    and  three  hundred  and  thirty-      '78-2. 

.  .  .  Sept. 

four  private  foldiers  and  feamen,  all  Spaniards  ;  which,  with  one  v-^v-«. 
officer  and  eleven  Frenchmen,  who  had  floated  in  the  preceding 
evenina:,  made  the  total  number  faved  amount  to  three  hundred  and 
iifty-feven.  Many  of  the  prifoners  were  feverely,  and  fome  of  them 
dreadfully  wounded.  They  were  inftantly,  on  being  brought  on 
fliore,  conveyed  to  our  Hofpital,  and  every  remedy  adminiftered 
neceiTary  for  their  different  cafes. 

During  the  time  that  the  Marine  Brigade  were  encountering  every 
danger  in  their  endeavours  to  fave  an  Enemy  from  perifhing,  the 
batteries  on  the  Tfthmus  (wliich  ceafed  the  preceding  evening,  moft 
likely  for  v/ant  of  ammunition,  and  which  had  opened  again  upon 
the  Garrifon  on  the  morning  of  the  14th)  maintained  a  warm  fire 
upon  tlie  town,  which  killed  and  wounded  feveral  men  ;  and  • 
three  or  four  fliells  burft  in  the  air,  over  the  place  where  their  coun- 
trymen were  landed.  This  ungenerous  proceeding  could  not  efcape 
the  obfervation  of  the  fpeftators  in  their  camp  ;  and  orders  probably 
were  fent  to  the  lines  for  the  batteries  to  ceafe,  as  they  were  filent 
about  ten  o'clock. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  Marine  Bri2;ade  in 
relieving  the  terrified  vid:ims  from  the  burning  fhips,  feveral  unfor- 
tunate men  could  not  be  removed.  The  fcene  at  this  time  exhibited 
was  as  affeifling,  as  that  which  had  been  prefented  in  the  acft  of  hofli- 
lity,  had  been  terrible  and  tremendous.  Men  crying  from  amidft 
the  flames  for  pity  and  afUftance ;  others,  on  board  thofe  ihips  where 
the  fire  had  made  little  progrefs,  imploring  relief  with  the  mofl 
expreflivegefturesandfigns  of  defpair;  whilfl  feveral,  equally expofed 
to  the  dangers"  of  the  oppofite  element,  trufl:ed  thenifelves,  on 
various  parts  of  the  wreck,  to  the  chance  of  paddling  to  the  fliore. 
A  felucca  belonging  to  the  Enemy  approached  from  the  Orange- 

P  p  grove. 
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se^t'  g^ov^j  probably  with  the  intention  of  relieving  thefe  unfortunate 
' — - — '  perfons  j  but,  jealous  of  her  motives,  tlie  Garrifon  fufpe^fled  that 
£he  came  to  fet  fire  to  one  of  the  battering-ihips  which  appeared 
little  injured,  and  obliged  her  to  retire.  Of  the  fix  fhips  which  were 
ftill  in  flames,  three  blew  up  before  eleven  o'clock  ;  the  other 
three  burnt  to  the  water's  edge,  the  magazines  being  wetted  by  the 
Enemy  before  the  principal  officers  quitted  the  Ihips.  The  Ad- 
miral's flag  was  on  bopu'd  one  of  the  latter,  and  was  confamed 
with  the  veffel.  ,  The  remaining  two  Battering-fl:iips,  we  flattered 
ourfelves,  might  be  fa ved  as  glorious  trophies  of  our  fuccefs ;  but 
one  of  them  unexpedledly  burfl  out  in  flames,  and  in  a  fliort  time 
blew  up,  with  a  terrible  report ;  and  Capt.  Gibfon  reprefenting  it 
as  impracticable  to  preferve  the  other,  it  was  burnt  in  the  afternoon, 
under  his  direftions.  Thus  the  Navy  put  a  finifliing  hand  to  this 
fignal  defenflve  viiftory. 

During  the  hotteft  period  of  the  Enemy's  cannonade,  the  Gover- 
nor was  prefent  on  the  King's  bafl;ion,  whilfl;  Lieut.  General  Boyd* 
took  his  ftation  upon  the  South  bafliion,  animating  the  Garrifoa 
by  their  prdence,  and  encouraging  them  to  emulation.  The 
exertions  and  adtivity  of  the  brave  Artillery,  in  this  well-fought 
conteft,  deferve  the  higheft:  commendations.  To  their  flcill,  perfe- 
verance,  and  courage,  with  the  zealous  affifl:ance  of  the  Line,  (parti- 
cularly 

•  It  will  not-be  improper  in  this  ptace  to  repeat,  that  General  Boyd  was  the  founder  of  the 
King's  baftion,  as  it  will  be  an  apology  for  introducing  a  remarkable  fpeech  of  the  Gereral 
on  that  occafion.  In  1773,  General  Boyd,  attended  by  Colonel  Green^  the  Chief  Engineerj 
and  many  Field-Officers  of  the  Garrifon,  laid  the  foundation-ftone  of  that  work,  with  the 
ceremony  ufual  on  fuch  occafions.  Upon  placing  the  flone,  "  This,"  faid  the  General,  "  is 
"  "the  firftftoneof  a  work  which  I  name  the  Kinc'^s  Bastion:  may  it  be  as  gallantly 
"  (^efsnd.d,  as  I  knaw  it  will  be  ably  executed;  and  may  I  live  to  fee  -Areffl  the  united 
'  *'  EFFORTS  OF  France  and  Spain  !" 
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culaily  the  corps  in  town,  the  39th  and  yad  regiments),  was  Gibraltar  ns- 
indebted  for  its  fafety  againft  the  Combined  Powers,  by  fea  and 
land,  of  France  and  Spain ;  and  the  Marine  Brigade,  though  they 
had  not  fo  confiderable  a  fhare  in  the  duties  of  the  batteries,  yet 
merit  the  warmeft  praifes  for  their  generous  intrepidity  in  refpuing 
their  devoted  enemies  from  amidfl:  die  flames. 

Whilst  the  Enemy  were  cool,  and  their  fnips  had  received  little 
damage,  their  principal  objedls  were  the  King's  baftion,  .and  Line- 
WALL,  north  of  Orange's  baftion.  Their  largeft  fhips  (whicli 
were  about  fourteen  hundred  tons  burthen)  were  ftationed  off  the 
former,  in  order  to  filence  that  important  battery,  whilft  a  breach 
was  attempted  by  the  reft,  in  the  curtain  extending  from  the  latter 
to  Montague's  baftion.  If  a  breach  had  been  effefted,  the  prifbners 
informed  us,  that  "  their  grenadiers  were  to  have  ftormed  the 
"  Garrifon  under  cover  of  the  Combined  Fleets."  The  private 
men  complained  bitterly  of  their  officers  for  defcribing  the  Batter- 
ing-ftiips  to  be  invulnerable,  and  for  promifing  that  they  were 
to  be  fecondcd  by  ten  fail  of  the  line,  and  all  the  gun  and  mortar 
boats.  They  further  told  us,  that  "  they  had  been  taught  to 
"  believe  the  Garrifon  would  not  be  able  to  difcharge  many  rounds 
"  of  hot  balls  :  their  aftoniftiment,  therefore,  was  inconceivable, 
**  when  they  difcovered  that  we  fired  them  with  the  fame  precifion 
"  and  vivacity  as  cold  iliot."  "  Admiral  Moreno,"  they  Md, 
"  quitted  the  Paftora,  which  was  the  liag-fliip,  a  little  before 
"  midnight  ;  but  other  officers  retired  much  earlier."  The  lofs 
fuftained  by  the  Enemy  could  never  be  afcertained  ;  but  from  the 
information  of  the  prifoners,  and  the  numbers  fccn  dead  on  board 
the  ftips,  we  eftimated  it  could  not  be  lefs  than  two  thoufand  men, 
-including  the  prifoners.  The  cafuals  of  the  Garrifon,  on  the  con- 
trary, v/ere  fo  trifling,  that  it  'vill  appear  almoft  incredible,  that 
fuch  a  quantity  of  fire,  in  almoft  all  its  deftrudive  modes  of  adion, 

P  P  2  Ihould 
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fhould  not  have  produced  more  efftd:,  with  refped  to  the  lofs  of 
men.     The  return  ftands  thus : 


O.  s.  D.R.&F. 
S 


September    13th,    1782 

Killed. 
Regiments. 
Royal  Artillery 
'12th  Regiment 
39th  ditto 
56th  ditto 
58th  ditto 
7  2d  ditto 
73d  ditto 
97th  ditto 
Hardenberg's 
Reden's 
De  la  Motte's 

Engineers,  with  the  Artificer  Company 
Marine  Brigade       .        .        .         ■ 

Total 


Wounded. 
S.  D.R.&F; 


13 


63 


r Artillery.     Captain  Reeves  kiHed  ;   Captains  Groves  and 
Officers  Siward,  with  Lieut.  Godfrey,  wounded. 

killed  and  <  58th  regiment.     Lieut.  Wetham,   (who  had  permiffion. 
wounded    I      to  ad  as  an  Artillery  officer)  wounded. 

l;73d  regiment.     Captain  M'Kenzie  wounded. 

The  diftance  of  the  Battering- fhips  from  the  Garrifon  was 
exadly  fuch  as  our  Artillery  could  have  wifhed.  It  required  fo  fmall 
an  elevation,  that  almoft  every  fhot  took  eifedt;  and  the  cannon- 
thus  elevated  did  not  require  the  fliot  to  be  wadded  : — a  circum- 
ftance  not  unimportant ;  as  the  time,  which  at  point-blank  would 
have  been  expended  in  doubly  wadding,,  was  employed  in  keeping 
up  the  cannonade  with  greater  brilknefs.  The  damage  done  to  our 
works  held  no  proportion  with  the  violence  of  the  aittack,  and  the 
exceffive  cannonade  which  they  had  fuftained.  The  merlons  of  the 
different  batteries  were  difordered,  and  the  flank  of  Orange's  baftion 
was  a  little  injured  j  but  the  latter  was  chiefly  done  by  the  land-fire, 

and 
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and  was  not  of  fuch  confequence  as  to  afford  any  room  for  appre- 
henfion.  The  ordnance  and  carriages  were  alfo  damaged;  but  by 
the  activity  of  the  Artillery,  the  whole  fea-line,  before  night,  was 
in  ferviceable  order. 

The  Enemy,  in  this  adlion,  had  more  than  three  hundred  pieces 
of  heavy  ordnance  in  play;  whilft  the  Garrifon  had  only  eighty 
cannon,  feven  mortars,  and  nine  howitzers  in  oppofition.  Upwards 
of  eight  thoufand  three  hundred  rounds,  (more  than  half  of  which 
were  hot  Jljot)  and  seven  hundred  and  sixteen  barrels  of 
powder,  were  expended  by  our  Artillery.  What  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition was  ufed  by  the  Enemy,  could  never  be  afcertained.  The 
following  was  handed  about  as  an  authentic  lift  of  the  Battering- 
Ihips ;  and  the  Reader  is  referred  to  the  annexed  Plan,  for  a  further 
explanation  of  this  memorable  attack.  In  a  compartment  of  the 
plan,  he  will  alfo  oblerve  a  reprefentation  of  a  two-decked  Battering- 
ihip.  A  fedlion,  to  fhow  the  interior  conftrudion  of  thefe  extra- 
ordinary veiTels,  was  intended  to  have  been  added ;  but  no  opportu- 
nity occurred  of  making  further  obfervations  than  what  were  curfory 
and  fuperficial. 


1782, 

Sept. 


Names  of  the 
Battering-fliips 

0 

in    > 
0    S 

e 

Paftora     .     .      . 

21 

10 

760 

Talla  Piedra      . 

21 

10 

760 

Paula  Prima 

2  1. 

10 

760 

EI  Rofario     .     . 

19 

10 

700 

St.  Chriaoval      . 

18 

10 

650 

Principe  Carlos 

I  I 

4 

400 

San  juan 

9 

+ 

34° 

Paula  Secunda     . 

9 

4 

340 

Santa  Anna    .     .     . 

7 

4 

300 

Los  Dolores 

6 

4 

250 

14^ 

70 

5260 

Commanders 

Rear  Admiral  Buenaventura  Moreno 

Prince  of  Naflau 

Don  Cayetan  Langara 

Don  Francifco  Xafier  Munos 

Don  Frederico  Gravino 

Don  Antonio  Bafurta 

Don  Jofeph  Angeler 

Don  Pablo  de  Cofa 

Don  Jofeph  Goicochea 

Don  Pedro  Sanchsz 


N.B.  About  thirty-fix  men  to  each  gun  inufe,  befides  iailors,  &c. 
to  work  the  fliips. 

Reference 
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Reference  to  the  Plan  of  the  Grand  Attack. 


The  Enemy's  Works. 


Works  in  the  Garrison. 


No. 

1  The  Black  battery 
Z  The  Infanta's  battery 

3  The  Prince's,  or  Well  battery 

4  The  Princefs's,  or  Eaftern  Fourteen-gun 

battery 

5  Mortar-batteries  in  their  lines 

6  The  Old  Approach  made  by  General  Don 

Alvarez 

7  The  St.  Martin's  battery 

8  The  St.  Pafchal's  battery 

9  The   St.  Carlos's   battery,   with  another 

Mortar -battery  on  its  Weftern  flank 

10  A  battery  of  four  Howitzers 

1 1  Magazines  along  the  parallel 

12  Places  d'armes  for  Mufquetry 

13  A  Fafcine-ditch  in  front  of  the  works 
14.  The  ruins  of  the  Mahon  redoubt,  with  a 

two-gun  battery  ;  both  deftroyed  on  the 
8th  of  September 

15  Mortar-batteries  along  the  parallel 

16  The  New  Approach  and  communication* 

made  by  the  Duke  de  Crillon 

17  The  Sixty -four-gun  battery 

1 8  Wells  for  watering  the  gardens 

19  The  New  Boyau,  eredled  after  the  defeat 

on  the  I  jth  of  September 

20  The  cave  under  the  rock  near  the  Devil's 

tower,   where   the  Enemy  formed   the 
chimerical  idea  of  making  a  mine 


2 1  The  Extremity  of  the  Prince's  lines 

2  2  The  Communication  from  the  King's  to  the 

Queen's  lines 
23  Crouchet's  and  other  batteries  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  lines 
24.  The  Land-port  Fleche 

25  The  North  baftion  and  Cavalier 

26  The  Grand  magazine,  (Moorifli  caftle) 

27  The  Queen's  battery,  (Willis's) 

28  The  Toiver  battery 

29  The  Princefs  Anne's- battery 

30  The  Magfizine  which  blew  up 

31  The  Princefs  Amelia's  battery 

32  The  Princefs  Caroline's  battery 

33  The  Catalan  batteries 

34  Farringdon's  battery 

35  The  entrance  to  the  new  gallery  leading  to 

St.  George's  Hall 

36  Green's-Lodge  battery 

37  The  Corfican  poft 

38  The  Royal  battery  and  Rock- gun 

39  The  Rock-mortar  and  Levant  Royal 
.  40  The  Efplanade  and  Galley-houfe 

41  The  White  Convent 

42  The  Fountain 

43  The  39th  regiment  encamped  in  South- 

port  ditch 

44  Anchors  funk  in  fhallow  water,  with  Hoping 

palifades  placed  upon  the  beach  to  ob- 
ftruft  a  landing. 
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Reference  to  the  Plan  of  the  Grand  Attack. 


The  Enemy's  Works. 


Works  in  the  Garrison. 


No. 

1  The  Black  battery 

2  The  Infanta's  battery 

3  The  Prince's,  or  Well  battery 

4  The  Princefs's,  or  Eaftern  Fourteen-gun 

battery 

5  Mortar-batteries  in  their  lines 

6  The  Old  Approach  made  by  General  Don 

Alvarez 

7  The  St.  Martin's  battery 

8  The  St.  Pafchal's  battery 

9  The  St.  Carlos's   battery,   with  another 

Mortar-battery  on  its  Weftern  flank 

10  A  battery  of  four  Howitzers 

1 1  Magazines  along  the  parallel 

12  Places  d'arraes  for  Mufquetry 

1 3  A  Fafcine-ditch  in  front  of  the  works 

14  The  ruins  of  the  Mahon  redoubt,  with  a 

two-gun  battery  ;  both  deftroyed  on  the 
8  th  of  September 
I  c  Mortar-batteries  along  the  parallel 

16  The  New  Approach  and  communication* 

made  by  the  Duke  de  Crillon 

17  The  Sixty-four-gun  battery 

1 8  Wells  for  watering  the  gardens 

19  The  New  Boyau,  erefted  after  the  defeat 

on  the  13th  of  September 
30  The  cave  under  the  rock  near  the  Devil's 
tower,    where   the  Enemy  formed   the 
chimerical  idea  of  making  a  mine 


2 1  The  Extremity  of  the  Prince's  lines 
2  z  The  Communication  from  the  King's  to  the 
Queen's  lines 

23  Crouchet's  and  other  batteries  at  the  en- 

trance of  the  lines 

24  The  Land-port  Fleche 

25  The  North  baftlon  and  Cavalier 

26  The  Grand  magazine,  (Moorifli  caftle) 

27  The  Queen's  battery,  (Willis's) 

28  The  Tower  battery 

29  The  Princefs  Anne's  battery 

30  The  Magazine  which  blew  up 

31  The  Princefs  Amelia's  battery 

32  The  Princefs  Caroline's  battery 

33  The  Catalan  batteries 

34  Farringdon's  battery 

35  The  entrance  to  the  new  gallery  leading  to 

St.  George's  Hall 

36  Green's-Lodge  battery 

37  The  Corfican  poft 

38  The  Royal  battery  and  Rock- gun 

39  The  Rock-mortar  and  Levant  Royal 
.  40  The  Efplanade  and  Galley-houfe 

41  The  White  Convent 

42  The  Fountain 

43  The  39th  regiment  encamped  in  South- 

port  ditch 

44  Anchors  funk  in  Ihallovv  water,  with  Hoping 

palifades  placed  upon  the  beach  to  ob- 
ftruft  a  landing. 
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The  afternoon  of  the  14th,  feveral  thoufand  men  marched  with      '782 


colours  from  the  Enemy's  camp  to  their  lines ;  and  many  fhips  in 
the  Combined  Fleet  loofed  their  top-fails.  Thefe  motions,  and  the 
circumftance  of  many  of  their  boats  being  manned,  caufed  various 
fpeculations  in  the  Garrifon.  Whatever  their  future  operations 
might  be,  it  was  prudent  to  be  on  our  guard  :  the  Artillery  were 
ordered  therefore  to  remain  upon  the  batteries,  and  the  furnaces 
for  heating  fliot  to  be  continued  lighted,  left  the  Enemy  ihould 
be  prompted  to  put  all  to  the  ftake,  and  attempt  the  Garrifon  by  a 
general  attack.  It  was  indeed  afterwards  rumoured,  that  fuch  a 
defign  "had  been  in  contemplation,  but  was  over-ruled  by  the  Duke, 
who  was  of  opinion,  it  would  be  expofing  the  fleet  and  army  to 
immediate  deftrudlion. 

Notwithstanding  this  recent  defeat,  the  Enemy  re-com- 
menced their  cannonade  from  the  Ifthmus  ;  expending,  durino-  the 
remainder  of  the  month,  from  one  to  two  thoufand  rounds  in  the 
twenty -four  hours  j  diminishing  gradually,  and  confining  their 
fhells  to  the  night.  Their  operations  on  the  land  fide  were  ftill 
carried  on  ;  and  if  we  were  able  to  form  any  conjedures  at  this  period, 
from  their  motions  to  the  northward,  their  late  misfortune  did  not 
feem  at  all  to  damp  their  hopes  of  fucceeding  againft  the  Garrifon. 
A  flag  of  truce  went  on  the  15th  with  letters  from,  our  pr-ifoners  to 
the  camp  ;  and  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Combined 
Fleet  handed  in  their  top-fails.  Some  hours  afterwards,  they  manned 
their  yards,  and  flred  a  grand, falute.  We  were  at  a  lofs  to.  account 
for  \\itk.  Jingiilar.  rejoicings.  Lieut.  M'Namara,  of  the  72d  regiment, 
was  wounded  the  fame  day  at  Willis's,  where  our  working-parties 
were  employed  clearing  avt'ay  the  rubbiih  from  the  batteries. 

The  Garrifon  having  experienced  the  powerful  efficacy  of 
red-hot  lliot,   and.  the  Governor  thinking  it  expedient  to  have  a 

continual" 
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1782,  continual  fupply  of  them,  the  Engineers  eredled  kihis  (fimikr  to 
»-v--J  thofe  ufed  in  burning  lime,  but  fmaller)  in  various  parts  of  the 
Garrifon.  They  were  large  enough  to  heat  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred in  an  hour  and  a  quarter  j  and  by  this  invention  hot  fhot 
were,  if  thought  neceffary,  kept  continually  ready  for  ufe.  Our 
former  method  of  heating  the  fhot,  was  either  in  the  grates  and 
furnaces  made  for  that  purpofe,  or  by  piling  them  in  a  corner  of 
fome  old  houfe  adjoining  the  batteries,  (as  was  principally  the 
pradice  on  the  13  th)  and  furrounding  them  with  faggots,  pieces 
of  timber,  and  fmall-coal.  By  thofe  means,  the  artificers  were 
enabled  to  fupply  the  Artillery  with  a  conftant  fucceffion  for  the 
ordnance.  Anfwers  were  received,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  i6th, 
to  the  prifoners  letters.  At  night,  a  great  number  of  fignals  were 
made  by  the  Combined  Fleet.  Shot  were  therefore  again  ordered 
to  be  heated,  and  the  Artillery  cautioned  to  be  ready  to  man  the 
batteries.  The  39th  and  7 2d  regiments  alfo  lay  fully  accoutred. 
The  fame  night,  the  failors  recovered  the  gun-boat  which  had  been 
funk  on  the  morning  of  the  14th.  As  the  prilbners  informed  us, 
that  intelligence  had  been  received,  previous  to  the  attack  of  the 
Battering-fhips,  that  Lord  Howe,  with  the  Britifh  fleet,  was  pre- 
paring to  fail  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  the  Navy  began  to  prepare 
to  raife  the  Brilliant  and  Porcupine  frigates,  which  had  been  fkut- 
tled  in  the  New  mole ;  but  their  efforts,  for  fome  time,  were  not 
attended  with  fuccefs. 

The  Spaniili  officers,  prifoners,  with  the  Frenchmen  who  were 
taken  up  from  the  wreck  upon  the  night  of  the  13  th,  were  fen t  to 
the  camp  on  the  evening  of  the  17th.  The  remaining  Spanifh 
privates  were  encamped  upon  Windmill-hill,  and  given  in  charge 
to  the  Corficans.  Of  the  number  who  had  been  faved  from  the 
Battering- fliips,  were  an  officer,  a  Captain  of  Marines,  and  twenty- 
nine  privates,  who  were  wounded.     Moil  of  thefe  recovered  in  our 
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Hofpital  ;    but    the  officer,    notwithftanding  every  affiftance  and     i78t> 
attention,    died  on   the    17th.      He   was   buried,    the   fucceeding    sj^^ 
day,  with  all  military  honours,  attended  by  the  grenadiers  of  the 
39th  regiment. 

When  we  reflected  of  what  vafl  importance  this  grand  enterprife 
was  efteemed,  and  what  immenfe  fums  had  been  expended  in  the 
ingenious  and  formidable  preparations,  it  was  obferved,  with  no 
fmall  furprife,  by  many  who  were  prefent  when  the  prifoners  were 
landed,  that  the  majority  of  them  feemed  to  be  paft  that  age  when 
the  vital  powers  are  fuppofed  to  be  in  their  greateft  vigour.  In  an 
expedition  where  youth  and  ftrength  befl  promifed  a  •  favourable 
ifTue,  this  impolitic  arrangement  certainly  could  not  pervade  the 
whole!  The  Spaniards,  from  their  dark  complexion  and  fcanty 
diet,  have  naturally,  even  when  young,  an  aged  look  :  and  yet  our 
obfervations  feemed  confirmed  by  other  indubitable  fadls.  Several 
bodies  were  thrown  afhore,  all  of  which  feemed  advanced  in  years; 
and  one  in  particular  appeared,  from  his  grey  beard  and  lean  vifage, 
paft  fixty.  This  corpfe  was  horribly  mutilated,  and,  with  the 
miferable  obje<5ls  then  under  the  care  of  our  furgeons,  convinced 
us,  by  ocular  proof,  of  the  dreadful  havock  which  our  Artillery 
muft  have  made  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day. 

The  wefterly  wind,  which  had  caft  up  thefe  unfortunate  men, 
threw  alfo  on  fhore  many  trifling  curiofities,  and  fome  things  of 
value,  which  had  floated  on  the  furface  of  the  Bay,  after  the  Batter- 
ing-fhips  had  blown  up.  Large  wax  candies,  fuch  as  are  ufually 
burnt  by  the  Romifh  priefts  before  their  altars ;  fait  provifions ; 
and  a  great  number  of  ammunition-boxes,  containing  ten  rounds 
of  powder  in  linen  cartridges,  were  colledted  by  the  Garrifon  the 
morning  fucceeding  the  defeat.  Confiderable  pieces  of  mahogany, 
and  fome   cedar,    were    faved  from   the    wrecks   of    thofe  /hips 

Q^q  whofe 
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1782,  whofe  magazines  did  not  blow  up,  which  were  afterwards  con- 
verted into  various  ufeful  articles,  ferving  as  memorials  of  our 
vidlory.  The  Governor  had  a  handfome  fet  of  tables  made  for  the  « 
Convent,  (the  holes  in  the  cedar,  where  the  fire  had  penetrated, 
being  filled  up  with  found  wood,  cut  in  various  figures,  forming  a 
beautiful  contraft  with  the  burnt  part)  which  will  ferve  as  a 
landing  monument,  to  the  guefts,  of  the  tranfadtions  of  that 
glorious  day. 

The  Enemy's  fire  on  the  19th  was  warmer  than  the  few  pre- 
ceding days  i  and  what  was  rather  extraordinary,  it  was  continued 
whilft  a  flag  of  truce  went  from  the  Governor,  and  another  returned 
in  anfwer.  The  officer  who  brought  the  Duke  de  Crillon's  anfwer 
was  one  of  his  Aide-de-camps,  the  Count  de  Rufigniac,  Colonel 
of  the  French  Regiment  de  Chartres.  He  preiTed  much  to  deliver 
his  packet  perfonally  to  the  Governor,  and  off'ered  to  fubmit  to  be 
blind-folded,  provided  he  could  be  admitted  into  the  Garrifon.  He 
was  even  fo  urgent  as  to  put  his  foot  on  board  our  boat,  but  was 
informed  by  the  Aide-de-camp  that  his  requeft  could  not  be  com- 
plied with.  Not  content  with  this  anfwer,  our  flag  was  obliged  to 
return,  to  acquaint  the  Governor  with  this  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance,  who  politely  excufed  himfelf  the  honour  which  the  Count 
intended  him,  as  the  fl:ate  of  afiairs  would  not  then  permit  it.  We 
fhall  have  occafion  again  to  mention  the  Count  before  the  clofe 
of  this  work.  The  wind  changed  to  the  eaft  in  the  night  of  the 
3  9th  -y  but  the  Combined  Fleet  ftill  remained  at  anchor  in  the  Bay. 
The  20th,  the  mortar-boats,  which  had  remained  inaftive  for  fome 
time,  bombarded  the  Garrifon.  They,  feemed  to  be  attended  by 
only  four  or  five  gun-boats,  and  were,  extremely  cautious  in  direct- 
ing their  fire.  Three  fhells  fell  in  South-port  ditch,  amongfi:  the 
39th  regiment. 

SoMB 
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Some  changes  took  place  in  the  Governor's  fuite  on  the  2i(l:  ^7^^* 
Town-major  Capt.  Foulis  was  appointed  Aide-de-camp  to  the  <— v>i 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  Capt.  Delhofte,  of  the  7 2d  regiment. 
Town-major.  A  flag  of  truce,  the  fame  day,  brought  over  a 
letter  from  the  Duke,  in  anfwer  to  one  from  the  Governor,  of 
the  preceding  day.  Their  boat  alfo  brought  clothing  for  the  Wa- 
lon  prifoners.  In  the  evening,  about  eight  o'clock,  reports  were 
received  from  the  Northern  guards,  that  the  Enemy  were  in  motion 
in  their  camp,  and  that  troops  were  marching  down  to  the  lines. 
About  the  fame  time,  fome  extraordinary  lignals  were  made  by  the 
SpaniOi  Admiral.  The  three  picquets  remaining  with  the  Field- 
officer  in  town  were  immediately  detached  to  reinforce  the  Captain 
of  Land  port,  the  Lines,  and  Water  port,  who,  befides  their  ufual 
guards,  had  each  two  picquets  with  them  before.  The  39th  and  72d 
regiments  were  again  ordered  to  lie  accoutred,  and  the  Artillery 
cautioned  to  be  alert.  By  this  difpofition  it  was  evident,  the 
Governor  ilill  expefted  a  further  attack  upon  the  Garrifon  ;  and 
that  evening  it  was  moft  to  be  apprehended,  as  it  was  poffible  that 
the  Duke  by  that  day  might  receive  an  anfwer  from  Madrid,  indi- 
cating his  future  operations.  Upwards  of  tv/elve  hundred  men. 
being  thus  diftributed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Grand  battery,  with 
two  fegiments  at  hand  to  z£t  as  corps  de  referve,  we  waited  the 
further  movements  of  the  Enemy.  A  little  before  midnight,  a  fol- 
dier  of  the  73d  regiment,  removing  rubbilh  from  the  Prince's  lines, 
fell  from  the  extremity,  and  was  killed.  An  officer  with  a  fmail 
detachment  was  immediately  ordered  from  Land  port,  to  bring  in 
the  body.  This  was  difcovered  by  the  Enem.y's  advanced  parties, 
v/ho  oppofedit  by  a  briili  difcharge  of  mufquetry  in  regular  platoons. 
Queen's-lines  guard  protetfled  our  party,  who  returned  with  the 
body  without  any  cafualties.  The  fleady  and  ianitliated  lire  fupported 
by  ihe  Enemy,  convinced  us  of  the  flrength  of  their  advanced'  poftsv 
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'782.     Nothing  extraordinary,   however,  happened  during  the  night  after 
fc-nr^    this  occurrence. 

The  Governor  ftill  continued  the  party  at  Lower  Forbes's  under 
the  Lines.  On  the  night  of  the  23d,  they  difcovered  two  men  near 
the-  ftone  fentry-box,  within  the  ruins  of  the  old  barrier.  The 
Serjeant's  orders  (the  Reader  may  remember)  were,  not  to  fire  but 
in  his  own  defence,  or  in  cafe  of  an  alarm  ;  but,  obferving  them 
meafuring,  with  a  chain,  the  diftance  between  the  foot  of  the  Rock 
and  the  Inundation,  and  thinking  they  might  be  perfons  of  fome 
confequence,  and  probably  poffefled  of  memorandums  which  might 
difcover  the  motives  of  their  manoeuvres,  he  determined  in  this 
cafe  to  fire  :  they,  in  return,  alarmed  at  his  preparations,  fuddenly 
appeared  on  the  defenfive ;  but  the  Serjeant  was  fo  lucky  as  to  kill 
the  principal  perfon,  and  the  other  ran  off.  The  body  was  inftantly 
brought  in,  but  no  papers  of  confequence  were  found  about  him. 
He  was  thought  to  have  been  a  volunteer.  The  Serjeant,  who  was 
a  Cadet  in  General  Reden's  regiment,  was  foon  afterwards  promoted 
to  a  commiffion  ;  but  whether  for  this  fervice,  or  in  his  tour,  I 
cannot  inform  my  Reader. 

The  Enemy*s  firing  feemed  now  to  be  direded  under  the  follow- 
ing regulations.  About  five  or  fix  in  the  morning,  when  the  night- 
picquets  were  retiring  from  their  pofls,  the  cannonade  commenced, 
and  continued  pretty  brifk  till  noon.  From  twelve  to  two  o'clock 
there  was  the  ufual  intermiffion;  for,  as  I  have  remarked  before, 
they  would  not  be  deprived  of  their  cuflomary  nap,  or  Jte/ta. 
In  the  decline  of  the  day,  they  difcharged  more  or  lefs,  as  their 
caprice  didlated.  About  feven  in  the  evening,  their  cannon  ceafed,, 
and  their  mortars  took  up  the  fire,  continuing  it  till  day-break 
of  the  fucceeding  day.  The  ammunition  now  expended  was 
generally  from  four  to  five,   and  fometimes   fix  hundred  ihells  in 

the 
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the  twenty-four  hours,  with  from  fix  hundred  to  a  thoufand  ihot.     ^782. 
The  profufion  of  the  former  had  greatly  diminifhed  the  immenfe    v-v^ 
piles  in  their  artillery-park,  and  their  howitzers  were  not  fo  lavifh 
of  their  troublefome  Ihells  as  they  had  been.  O'  unit 

The  24th,  the  Brilliant  frigate  was  ralfed  after  much  trouble. 
The  fame  day  about   noon,    upwards  of  Bfty  boats,    which  had   - 
been  affembled  for  the  attack,   returned  to  the  weftward,   and  the^^ 
mantlet  boats  retired  up  the  river  Palmones.     The  departure  of  ■ 
the  former,  with  others  which  had  left  the  Bay  the  two  preceding 
days,  reduced  their  fmall  craft  to  a  very  trifling  number. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER       VIII. 

The  Combined  Fleets  retnain  in  Gibraltar  Bay,  being  determined  to 
oppofe  the  relief  of  the  Garrifon. — Captain  Curtis  vijits  the  E?iemy's 
.  Camp  to  ejlablijio  a  cartel, — 'Enemy  raife  additional  works. — T^he 
Combined  Fleets  greatly  diftrejfed  by  a  hurricame. — A  Spanifi  line- 
of-battle  flAp  is  driven  wider  the  walls  of  Gibraltar,  and  fubmits  to 
the  Garrifon. — At  this  junSiure  the  Br  it  if)  Fleet  appear  in  the 

.  Straits,  but  the  cojivoy  unfortufiately  pafs  the  Rock  to  the  eajtward. — 
Letters  received  from  the  Britif  Minijiry  by  the  Governor. — The 
Combined  Fleets,  after  making  repairs,  follow  the  Britif:)  Fleet,  but 
avoid  an  aSiion. — Lord  Howe  conduSls  the  convoy  fafe  into  the  Bay, 

fails  to  the  wejiward,  and  is  followed  by  the  Combined  Fleets. — Fne- 
jny's  cannonade  diininijloes,  a7id  the  fre  from  the  Garrifon  increafes, — 
Fnemy  ejiablijld  a  pof  under  the  rock  Jiear  the  Devil's  tower. — Repeat 
.  their  attacks  from  the  gun-boats. — The  Duke  de  Crillon  acquaints 
.General  Fliott  that  the  prelimi?iaries  of  a  general  peace  had 
been  fgned. — Hojlilities  in  confequence  ceafe. — The  Emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco fends  a  prefent  of  cattle  with  a  letter  to  General  Eliott,   who 

foon  afterwards  receives  from  England  official  accounts  of  the  peace. — 
Interview  between  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and  the  Governor. — The 
Governor  views  the  Spanijl)  batteries,  and  dines  at  San  Roque. — The 
Duke  returns  the  vtfit,  in  the  Garrifon. — 'Ceremony  of  invefiing  the 
Governor  with  the  Order  of  the  Bath. — Sir  George  Augujlus  Eliott' s 

fpeech  to  the  Garrifon,  upofi  com?nunicating  to  them  the  thanks  of 
the  King  and  Parlia?nent  for  their  defence  o/' Gibraltar. 

1782,     ^Notwithstanding  we  might  naturally  infer  from  the  difperfion 

__^^    of  their  fmall  craft,  that  the  Enemy  had  at  length  relinquifhed  the 

hope  of  taking  Gibraltar  by  force  of  arms ;   yet  the  continuance 

of  their  cannonade,    and  the  prefence  of  the   Combined  Fleets, 

(though 
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(though  frequent  opportunities  had  offered  for  their  return  to  the  y^^** 
Weflvvard)  rendered  their  conduct  fo  ambiguous,  that  we  could  form  '-'v^ 
no  idea  what  line  they  purpofed  to  purfue  in  their  future  operations. 
We  knew  a  relief  was  intended  by  the  Britifh  Fleet ;  but  we  could 
never  imagine,  if  there  was  any  thing  of  an  equality,  that  the 
Enemy  would  venture  an  oppolition,  even  though  a  vidlory  might 
make  them  maflers  of  Gibraltar.  We  waited  therefore  a  few  days 
to  obferve  the  movements  of  our  adverfaries,  and  by  their  adlions 
expedted  to  folve  the  difficulty. 

The  evening  of  the  26th  of  September,  the  whole  of  the  Com- 
bined Army  were  under  arms,  formed  in  one  line  (which  extended 
about  four  miles  and  a  half)  from  the  river  Guadaranque  to  very 
near  Fort  Tonara.  Some  perfons  of  high  rank,  attended  by  a 
numerous  fuite  of  cavalry,  palTed  along  the  front ;  and  they  were 
not  difmiffed  till  after  fun-fet.  In  the  evening.  Major  Horsfall,  of 
the  72d  regimeat,  was  wounded  by  a  fplinter  of  a  Ihell.  At  night, 
another  of  our  workmen  in  the  Prince's  lines  fell  from  the  extremity, 
and  was  killed.  A  party  was  detached  from  Land  port  to  bring  in  the 
body,  and  the  Queen's-lines  and  other  guards  ordered  to  prote6l 
them  :  the  Enemy  however  remained  quiet.  The  27th,  their  parties 
began  to  colled  brufli-wood  for  fafcines.  This  circumftance  ferved 
the  more  to  increafe  our  doubts  relative  to  their  future  condudt.  The 
fame  day,  our  Navy  got  up  the  Porcupine  frigate ;  the  Engineers 
alfo  finiflied  the  Royal  and  Green's-lodge  batteries.  The  former 
is  thirteen  hundred,  and  the  latter  nine  hundred  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  Ifthmus  ;  yet,  notwithflanding  this  elevation,  the  Enemy's 
fire,  during  Don  Alvarez's  bombardment,  was  found  to  be  fo  galling, 
that  the  Engineers  were  Under  the  neceffity  of  covering  them  with 
caiiToned  merlons.  Several  launches  full  of  troops  were  obferved, 
on  the  29th,  going  on  board  the  Combined  Fleet.  They  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  Marines  who  had  been  landed  from  the  men  of  v/ar 

previous 
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»/8z,  previous  to  the  Grand  Attack.  A  flag  of  truce,  the  fame  day,  brought 
8...-v-»^  clothes  for  the  prifoners.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  a  fol- 
dier  of  the  y'zd  regiment  deferted  from  the  ferjeant's  party  at  Lower 
Forbes's.  His  own  brother  was  one  of  the  guard.  The  fame  day, 
the  Combined  Fleets  were  joined  by  a  line-of-battle  fliip.  The 
Enemy's  cannonade  flill  continued  to  be  about  a  thoufand,  or  eleven 
hundred  rounds  of  fhot  and  (hells  in  the  tv/enty-four  hours.  Willis's 
batteries,  and  the  extremity  of  the  Prince's  and  Queen's  lines,  were 
much  damaged  from  the  fixty-four-gun  battery.  A  flag  of  truce 
went  from  the  Garrifon  with  a  letter,  and  two  parcels,  which  had 
been  fent  on  the  29th,  direded  for  perfons  who  could  not  be  found 
amongft  the  prifoners.  In  the  evening  of  the  30th,  the  mortar- 
boats  bombarded  our  camp.  At  firfl:  we  imagined  they  were  alone, 
but  the  gun-boats  foon  afterwards  fired  upon  the  town  from  the 
northward.  Two  fliells  fell  in  the  Hofpital,  and  wounded  fevei-al 
of  the  fick.  Other  cafualties  alfo  happened  in  the  Garrifon.  The 
prifoners  upon  Windmill-hill  were  alarmed  on  two  or  three  fhells 
falling  near  their  camp ;  and  it  was  not  without  fome  feverity,  that 
their  guards  could  keep  themfelves  within  the  boundaries. 

oa.  Early  on  the  firfl  of  Oilober,  a  boat  came  into  Little  Bay,  with 

a  Corfican  on  board,  who  had  efcaped  from  Algeziras,  He  had 
been  mate  of  a  neutral  vefTel ;  but  hearing  that  fome  of  his  rela- 
tions were  in  the  Corfican  corps,  he  was  determined  to  join  his 
countrymen.  The  intelligence  which  he  brought  was,  that  Lord 
Howe  only  waited  fome  reinforcements  to  fail  for  the  relief  of  Gi- 
braltar, and  that  the  Combined  Fleet  were  refolved  to  oppofe  him. 
Thus  confoled  with  the  hope  of  preventing  the  intended  fuccours, 
the  Enemy  flill  flattered  themfelves  that  Gibraltar  muft  of  neeeflity 
fubmit,  through  the  mere  failure  of  provifions.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  the  corpfe  of  a  Spanifla  Oflicer  was  waflied  afliore  under  our 
walls  ;  a  purfe  of  piftoles,  and  a  gold  watch,   were  found  in  his 
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pockets.  lie  was  buried  with  refpecl,  two  Navy  Officers  attending  'T^^* 
the  funeral  j  and  the  following  day,  a  flag  of  truce  delivered  the  ^"-^r^ 
watch  and  money,  to  be  returned  to  his  friends.  The  2d,  feveral 
nien  v/ere  wounded  by  the  Enemy's  fliot,  in  the  gallery  above  Far- 
ringdon's,  which  continued  to  be  profecuted  with  diligence ;  and 
Serjeant  Harrop,  of  the  72d  regiment,  (a  man  univerfally  admired  for 
his  gallantry  and  condudl  in  the  works)  was  killed  at  Willis's. 
We  obferved,  the  fame  day,  feveral  boats,  which  formerly  had 
mantlets  in  the  bow,  returning  from  the  river  Palmones ;  having, 
as  we  imagined,  undergone  fome  alterations,  to  enable  them  to  aft 
as  gun-boats.  In  cafe  of  a  vifit  from  the  latter,  fignals  were  now 
determined  upon,  to  intimate  when  the  Artillery  were  to  man  the 
batteries.  Two  guns  quick,  and  a  red  flag  hoifl:ed  upon  a  flag-ftafl:'  ' 
eredted  on  the  South  bailion,  was  to  be  the  day-fignal  j  two  guns 
quick,  and  a  light,  the  fignal  for  the  night.  In  the  evening,  we 
had  an  opportunity  of  pradifmg  our  new  fignals,  by  the  approach 
of  the  mortar-boats,  which  bombarded  the  Garrifon  for  about  two 
hours.  The  gun-boats,  though  perhaps  attending  them,  did  not 
fire.  Previous  to  their  vifit,  fome  mufquets  were  difcharged,  and 
fome  fignals  made  amongft  the  Fleet;  but  we  could  not  obferve 
any  particular  movements. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  3d,  a  Spanifli  frigate,  with  a  flag  of  truce 
at  her  fore-top-gallant  maft-head,  anchored  within  gun-fliot  of  the 
Old- mole  head,  and  immediately  Capt.  Curtis  went  on  board  her. 
In  the  forenoon  Capt.  Curtis  returned,  and  the  frigate  failed  back 
to  the  fleet  The  wind  at  the  time  was  fo  flrong,  that  ihe  was 
obliged  to  leave  her  anchor  behind;  which  being  mentioned  to 
the  Governor,  orders  were  fent,  not  to  fire  upon  the  boats  when  they 
returned  to  fifh  it  up.  'The  following  day,  Capt.  Curtis,  accom- 
panied by  the  Governor's  fecretary  and  a  Naval  officer,  went  in  his 
barge  to  the  Orange-grove ;  where  a  carriage  waited,  and  conduced 
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them  to  Buena-Vifla,  the  Duke's  quarters.  The  intention  of  this 
vifit,  we  afterwards  underftood,  was  to  eftablifh  a  cartel  with  the 
Spaniards  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners.  Capt.  Curtis  was  intro- 
duced, by  the  Duke  de  Crillon,  to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Count 
d'Artois,  who  thanked  him,  in  very  handfome  terms,  for  his  huma- 
nity and  gallantry  in  relieving  the  unfortunate  prifoners  from  the 
burning  Battering-fliips  ;  requefting  Capt.  Curtis  at  the  fame  time 
to  inform  the  Governor,  that  he  entertained  the  higheft  efteem  and 
refpe<ft  for  him,  for  his  benevolence  and  liberality  to  the  prifoners 
upon  the  fame  occaiion.  Before  Capt.  Curtis  returned,  which  was 
in  the  evening,  the  kilns  for  heating  fhot  were  lighted,  and  other 
preparations  made,  as  if  fome  attack  was  expedted.  During  this 
correfpondence,^  the  Enemy's  batteries  obferved  a  proper  faience,  in 
refped:  to  the  flag.  Capt.  Curtis  informed  us,  that  Lord  Howe, 
with  the  Britifh  fleet,  was  on  his  paflage  to  the  Mediterranean^ 
The  Garrifon  did  not  however  feel  that  indefcribable  fatisfadtion  and 
pleafure  on  this  intelligence,  which  we  had  experienced  when  Admi- 
rals Rodney  and  Darby  were  announced  in  1780  and  1781 .  A  French 
Rear -Admiral,  in  a  three-decker,  with  a  frigate,  and  feveral  fmaller 
armed  vefl^els,  joined  the  Combined  Fleet  on  the  3d.  The  man  of 
war  had  many  fignals  flying  when  flie  entered  the  Bay,  which  were 
anfwered  by  the  Spanifli  AdmiraL  j,aa 

The  Enemy's  cannonade  was  llill  continued,  with  fiich  variation 
as  their  caprice  didlated.  The  number  of  rounds  of  fhot  and  fhells 
ufually  exceeded  eight  hundred  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  fome- 
times  amounted  to  eleven  or  twelve  hundred.  We  amufed  them 
with  a  trifling  return,  diredled  chiefly  to  their  parties,  who,  to  our 
aflonifhment,  v/ere  flill  forming  confiderable  depots  of  fafcines  and 
materials  in  the  lines.  Lieut.  Kenneth  M'Kenzie,  of  the  73d,  was 
wounded  on  the  4th,  in  the  corrimunication  from  the  King's  to  the- 
Queen's  lines.     Two  days  afterwards,  agreeably  to  a  flag  of  truce  of 

the 
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the  preceding  day,  the  Spanish  prifoners  (excepting  tea  fick  in  the  ,,gj  • 
Hofpital,  and  fifty- nine  Walons  and  foreigners  who  requefted  to  ^^Ij 
ftay  behind)  were  fent  to  the  Combined  camp.  The  Walons  who 
preferred  flaying  in  the  Garrifon  were  embodied  into  thofe  corps 
which  chofe  to  receive  them.  The  39th  and  58th  regiments  enter- 
tained ten  each  ;  and  the  remainder  were  incorporated  with  the  Cor- 
fican  company. 

Two  of  the  Enemy's  engineers  had  been  obferved,  on  the  4th, 
picketing  out  a  work,  extending  from  the  ruins  of  the  Mahon  bat- 
tery to  the  weftern  beach,  croffing  the  north-weft  angle  of  the 
fartheft  gardens.  We  were  at  a  lofs  what  to  conclude  from  this 
appearance  of  a  determination  ftill  to  profecute  the  fiege.  They  did 
not  however  let  us  remain  long  in  fufpenfe ;  for,  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th,  we  difcovered  that  they  had  erected  a  ftrong  boyau  of 
approach,  extending,  in  the  line  before  mentioned,  about  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  yards — near  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  It  was  raifed  with 
fand-bags  ;  and  from  its  refemblance  to  the  original  epaulement  of  the 
sixTY-FouR-gun  battery,  fome  imagined  it  was  intended  for  the 
fame  purpofe ;  though  the  Engineers  were  of  opinion,  it  was  only  a 
communication  to  fome  additional  works  in  embryo.  Although  the 
Enemy,  by  throwing  up  this  extenfive  work,  gained  by  ftealth  a 
fecond  advantage  upon  the  Garrifon,  yet  the  Governor  was  deter- 
mined, if  poffible,  to  prevent  them  completing  it.  The  Old-mole 
head  howitzers,  with  a  warm  fire  from  the  heights,  were  opened- at 
night  upon  this  new  objedt ;  and,  as  the  former  almoft  entirely  enfi- 
laded it,  the  Enemy  were  fo  much  annoyed,  that  it  was  never  finiOied. 
The  night  of  the  6th,  they  made  good  the  communication  to  the 
parallel,  from  the  extremity  of  the  boyau,  near  the  ruins  of  the 
Mahon  battery,  \yhich  was  left  imperfed:  the  preceding  night. 
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1782,  The  following  day,  tHe  Sti  Martin's  battery  took  fire  from  tKe 
i-^v^t^  wadding  or  dilcharge  of  their  own  cannon.  One  merlon  wa& 
deftroyed,  and  another  conliderably  damaged  before  the  flames  were 
extinguifhed.  We  threw  a  few  fhells  from  below  to  diiliirb  thenl 
in  this  duty ;  but  otherwife  no  particular  notice  was  taken  of  the 
accident.  The  Enemy  found  their  fituation  fo  extremely  warm 
in  their  new  boyau,  that  on  the  night  of  the  7th  they  threw  up  a 
ftrong  fhoulder  at  the  extremity  near  the  beach,  to  protecft  them 
againfb  the  howitzers  of  the  Old-mole  head.  The  /hells  were 
neverthelefs  ii red  with  fuch  judgement  and  dexterity,  as  juft  to  clear 
the  traverfe,  and  feenied  io  do  as  much  execution  in  the  interior 
part  as  before.  Great  quantities  of  fafcines,  &c.  were  fcattered 
in  the  rear;  whence  we  concluded  they  purpofed  working  in  the 
night,  but  had  been  prevented  by  the  vivacity  of  our  fire.  They 
alfo  repaired  the  St,  Mirtin's  battery.  A, flag  of  trwce  brought  over 
letters  for  the  Governor  and  Capt.  Curtis  on  the  8th  j  and  at 
night,  a  boat  failed  for  Leghorn  with  a  midfliipman  and  fix  failors, 
bearing  home  difpatches  from  the  Governor.  This  was  the  firft 
boat  or  veflTel  which  left  the  Garrifon  after  the  vidtory  of  the  pre-. 
ceding  month. 

The  Enemy,  about  the  8th  or  9th,  adopted  a  new  plan  for  the 
regulation  of  their  bombardment  during  the  night :  every  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes  they  difcharged  five,  feven,  and  fometimes  ten  mor- 
tars at  the  fame  time,  diredling  the  fhells  principally  to  the  fame 
objeft.  After  a  filence  of  the  above  period,  they  faluted  us  with 
a  fecond  volley,  and  fo  on  till  morning  gun-fire.  The  number  of 
rpunds  continued  variable,  from  four  to  fix  hundred  ihots,  with 
almoft  the  fame  proportion  of  iheils,  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 
They  were  enabled  to  expend  thefe  immenfe  quantities  of  ammu- 
nition by  receiving  conftant  fupplies.  The  parties  in  the  fafcine- 
park  appeared  now  to  be  confiderabiy  increafed,  and  an  univerfal 
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activity  feemed  flill  to  prevail  through  the  different  departments. 
A  perfon  ignorant  of  what  had  pafled,  and  fuddenly  brought  to  view 
their  proceedings,  might  therefore  naturally  conclude  from  their 
operations,  that  they  were  elated  with  fome  fuccefs,  rather  than 
depreffed  by  a  defeat.  On  the  night  of  the  9th,  fome  fignals  were 
made  at  Cabrita  point,  which  were  anfwered  by  the  Combined 
Fleets,,  each  ihip  fliowing  a  light. 

The  wind  blew  frefh  wefterly  on  the  loth  ;  and  two  frigates  and 
a  cutter  joined  the  Combined  Fleets   from  that  quarter.     In  the 
evening,  a  number  of  iignals  were  made  by  the  Spanifli  Admiral, 
which  were  anfwered  by  various  fhips  in  the  fleet.   After  fun-fet,  the 
gale  increafed,   and  at  midnight  it  blev/  a  hurricane,  with  fmart 
fhowers  of  rain.     Signal-guns  were  repeatedly  fired  by  the  Com- 
bined Fleets  }  and  from  their  continuance,   and  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  we  concluded  fome  of  them  were  in  diftrefs.     At  day-break, 
a  Spaniih  two-decker  was  difcovered  in  a  crippled  ftate,    clofe  in 
fhore  off  Orange's  baftion  :    Ihe  was  under  clofe-reefe'd  courfes,  ancl  . 
had  loft  her    mizen-top-maft.     Obferving  her  danger'  upon  an'^ 
Enemy's   lee  fliore,    fhe  fuddenly  luffed  up,     and  endeavbure~d '  t"o 
weather  the  Garrifon  :  as  flie  paffed,  feveral  lliot  were  fired  .throuo-h 
her   from  the  King's  baftion,    which   killed  tvvo,    anxT  wounded 
two    others  j    and  foon  afterwards  fhe  grounded  near  Ragcfed-ftaff  ^ 
and  ftruck  to  the  Garrifon,   hoifting  an  Englifli  jack  over  her  own  • 
colours.     A  boat  from  the  Speedwell  cutter  immediately  took  pp^--' 
feffion  of  the  San  Miguel,  or  St.  Michael,  of  feventy-two  guns,  com-' ' 
nianded   by   Don  Juan  Moreno,   a    C/btf  d'Efcadre.     The  ofiipers 
and  men,   to  the  number  of  fix  hundred  and  thirty-four,    (many 
of  whom  were  difmounted  dragoons),   were    immediately  landed, 
and  conduded  to  the   quarters    before   occupied  by  their    friend^ 
upon  Windmill-hill.     The  Governor  was  prefent  when  they  w^^^;, 
brought  afhore,  and  generoufly  permitted  them  to  take  their  baggage 
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1782^.  unfearc'hed,  and  the  officers  their  ftock  of  frefh  provifions.  When 
i-rv-<J  the  morning  <:leared  up,  fo  as  to  admit  of  our  obferving  the  ftate 
of  the  Combined  Fleets,  we  difcovered  the  whole  in  great  diforder. 
One  was  on  ihore  near  the  Grand  magazine  :  a  French  fhip  of  the 
line  had  loft  her  foremaft  and  bowfprit :  one,  a  three-decker,  was 
miffing,  fuppafed  to  be  driven  from  her  anchors  to  the  eaftward  ; 
and  three  or  four  were  forced  half-bay  over  (two  within  range  of 
the  Garrifon)  where  they  all  feemed  to  be  in  a  very  precarious 
fituation.  Many  of  the  parapet-boats,  and  other  fmall  craft,  were 
alfo  driven  on  fliore  near  the  Orange-grove.  If  the  ftorm  had  con- 
tinued a  few  hours  longer,  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  three-decker, 
with  feveral  other  fhips,  would  have  fuffered  the  fate  of  the 
St.  Michael.  The  wind,  however,  abated  as  the  day  advanced; 
and,  when  the  fvvell  would  permit  them  to  affift  the  difabled  fhips, 
the  boats  were  bufily  employed  in  carrying  out  anchors  and  cables 
to  thofe  which  appeared  moft  in  diftrefs..  The  Garrifon  were 
not  idle  fpedlators  of  thefe  movements  :  feveral  fea-mortars  were 
fpon  brought  to  bear  on  the  neareft  fhips,  and  one  was  in  a  fhort  time 
obliged  to  move  -,  but  anchoring  again  off  Point  Mala,  we  continued 
annoying  her  with  fhells  and  red-hot  fhot^  till  fhe  warped  out  of 
our  range. 

The  prifoners  were  no  fooner  landed  from  the  prize,  than  the 
feamen  began  to  lighten  the  veffel,  by  removing  her  powder  afhore^ 
and  cutting  away  the  mizen-maft :  but  remaining  ftill  aground, 
they  carried  out  anchors  to  prevent  her  going  further  afhore,  intend- 
ing to  renew  their  exertions  to  warp  her  off  at  high  water.  The 
St.  Michael  was  efteemed  one  of  the  beft  failers  in  the  Spanifli  navy. 
She  was  a  new  fhip  built  at  the  Havannah;  very  lofty  between 
decks,  which  were  of  mahogany,  and  her  beams  of  cedar.  V/hen 
the  Combined  Fleets  appeared  in  the  Englifh  channel,  the  St. 
Michael  was  one  of  the  leading  fhips,  and  was  alfo  in  the  fquadrpn 
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which  fired  upon  the  Garrifon  the  9th  of  September,  when  the  1782. 
Duke  de  Crillon  opened  his  batteries.  The  Spanifh  officers  informed  v*«v«n) 
us  they  had  received  intelligence,  the  preceding  day,  of  the  approach 
of  the  Britifh  Fleet  j  which  had  induced  Admiral  Cordova  to  order 
the  Combined  Fleets  to  lie  at  fingle  anchor,  and  prepare  to  weigh  at 
the  fhorteft  notice  :  that  they  were  thus  fituated  when  the  gale  came 
on  ;  and,  the  hurricane  ftill  increafing,  a  three-decker,  early  in  the 
morning,  ran  foul  of  the  St.  Michael,  and  forced  her  from  her 
anchor :  that  ihe  immediately  fet  fail,  but,  as  the  event  had  evincedj^ 
found  it  impoffible  to  weather  the  Rock» 

The  intelligence  of  Lord  Howe  being  Co  near,  now,  for  the  firfl 
time,  gave  us  fenfible  pleafure ;  not  fo  much  on  account  of  our 
perfonal  fituation,  as  of  the  advantage  which  the  Enemy's  recent 
misfortunes  would  give  his  Lordfliip  over  his  Opponents,  as  well 
towards  accomplilhing  the  objedt  of  his  orders,  as  affording  him 
a  further  opportunity  of  adling  as  his  Lordfhip's  well-known  abi^ 
lities  might  diilate.  We  were  fo  elated  by  our  Enemy's  diftrels, 
that  fome  were  fo  fanguine  as  to  anticipate  the  moft  glorious  con- 
clufion  of  the  war,  and  our  own  fufferings.  Our  hopes  however 
were  foon  deprefled  by  intelligence  of  Lord  Howe's  great  infe- 
riority in  number.  Thirty-four  fail  to  oppofe  forty-two,,  which  flill 
remained  at  anchor  in  the  Bay,  gave  us  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive  for 
the  fafety  of  the  Britifli  Fleet.  The  navigation  of  the  Straits  was  £0 
precarious,  that,  if  his  Lordfhip  once  entered  the  Mediterranean, 
he  might  probably  be  prevented  from  returning  for  a  confiderable 
time ;  and  the  Enemy,  though  now  diftreifed,  might,  by  the 
affiftance  of  the  camp,  foon  refit,  and  attack  him  under  every 
advantage.  By  this  digrefiion  I  am  however  anticipating  the  regu- 
lar narrative.  In  the  afternoon,  a  French  two-decker  failed  to 
the  eaftward ;  and  foon  after,  a  fettee  came  in  from  the  wefl,  and 
fired  feveral  guns  as  flie  entered  the  Bay.     At  this  time  it  was  fo 

very 
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1782,  yeiy  hazy  in  the  Straits,  that  we  could  not  fee  the  oppotite  coafts. 
About  fun-fet,  feveral  large  fhips  were  diicovered  through  the 
haze;  and  foon  after,  the  Latona  frigate,  Capt.  Conway,  anchored 
under  our  guns,  and  informed  us,  that  the  fhips  in  the  Gut  were 
the  Van  of  the  Britifh  Fleet,  commanded  by  Lord  Howe,  conlift- 
ing  of  thirty-four  fail  of  the  line,  including  eleven  three-deckers, 
with  fix  frigates  and  thirty-one  ordnance  tranfports,  and  a  reinforce- 
ment of  upwards  of  fixteen  hundred  men  for  the  Garrifon.  Capt. 
Conway  further  told  us  of  the  anxiety  which  prevailed  at  home, 
relative  to  the  fituation  of  Gibraltar ;  and  that  it  was  only  off  the 
fouthern  coaft  of  Portugal  that  Lord  Howe  had  his  doubts  removed, 
by  receiving  intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  late  defeat.  This  welcome 
information,  he  faid,  was  accompanied  by  advice,  that  "  the  Com- 
"  bined  Fleets  had  taken  their  ftation  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  refo- 
"  lutely  determined  to  prevent,  ifpoflible,  the  intended  relief."  We 
learned,  that  upon  receiving  the  latter  intelligence,  the  Admirals  and 
principal  Officers  were  fummoned  on  board  the  Vidiory ;  where  par- 
ticular inftrudlions  and  orders  were  communicated,  in  expedlation  of 
an  engagement,  which  was  confidered  as  unavoidable. 

Although  the  Enemy's  fignals  for  the  approach  of  the  Britifh 
Fleet  were  made  early  in  the  afternoon,  yet  the  Spaniflh  Admiral 
exhibited  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  oppofition  to  any  reinforcements 
being  fent  into  the  Bay.  This  favourable  opportunity  was  however 
loftj  owing,  as  Lord  Howe  exprefles  in  his  official  letter,  "  to  the 
**  want  of  timely  attention  to  the  circumftances  of  the  navigation." 
Only  four  or  five  tranfports  reached  the  Bayj  the  reft,  with  the 
Fleet,  pafled  to  the  eaftward  into  the  Mediterranean.  At  night,  or 
early  on  the  12th,  Capt.  Curtis  failed  in  the  Latona,  to  inform  Lord 
Howe  of  the  calamity  which  had  befallen  the  Enemy's  fleet.  At 
noon,  the  Britifli  Fleet  appeared  in  good  order  off  Eflepona  or 
Marbella  j  and  the  tranfports,  with  the  frigates,  were  working  to 
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windward  to  gain  the  Bay.  As  they  approached  the  Ifthmus,  the  1^82^ 
Enemy  faluted  them  from  their  mortars,  and  fired  upon  them  from  wv**^ 
behind  the  eaftern  advanced  Guard -houfe. 

Whilst  the  Britifh  fleet,  with  the  tranfports,  were  thus  criti- 
cally fituated,  the  Combined  Fleets  were  very  adlive  in  repairing 
their  damages,  and  in  forming  a  line  of  battle  along  the  fhore. 
In  the  evening ,  a  number  of  troops  were  embarked  on  board 
them  from  the  camp.  Their  xebeques,  cutters,  armed  brigs,  and 
gun-boats,  alfo  aiTembled  in  Sandy-Bay,  with  an  intention  pro- 
bably of  picking  up  our  ftraggling  tranfports.  In  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  however,  this  fleet  of  craft  returned  to  their  main  fleet.  At 
night,  the  Panther  man  of  war,  and  feveral  tranfports,  anchored 
in  the  Bay. 

The  Enemy  on  the  land-fide  perfevered  in  their  cannonade,  arid, 
obferving  that  the  St.  Michael  had  run  aground  within  the  range 
of  their  batteries,  threw  great  numbers  of  fl:iells,  with  an  intent 
to  deftroy  her.  Many  burfi:  over  her,  and  fome  fell  very  near  ^ 
but,  as  their  artillery  could  only  be  direfted  by  her  mafl:s,  none 
fell  on  board.  They  pointed  their  ufual  weight  of  fire  againft  our 
v/orks,  which  the  Governor  (now  that  a  profpedt  of  fupplies  ap- 
peared) returned  with  unufual  vivacity.  Their  new  boyau  feverely 
felt  the  efted:  of  our  ordnance.  It  was  confiderably  deranged,  and 
the  enjilading  howitzers  at  the  Old-mole  head  prevented  them  from 
ftrengthening  it  with  any  additions  of  confequence.  In  the  Gar- 
rifon-orders  of  the  12th,  the  following  extrads  were  inferted:    \} 
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r-782,  G.   O.   "  Extra5i  from  a- Letter  to  the  Governor,  from,  the  Right 

"  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  principal  Secretary  of 
"  State  to  His  Majc/iy,  Dated  St.  James's,  July  lOth, 
"   1782. 

"  I  AM  alfo  honoured,  with.  His-  Majefty'S'  command  to-aflure 
**  you  in  the.  ftrongefl  terms,  that  no  encouragement  fhall  be  want- 
"  ing  to  the  brave  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  your  command.  His 
"  Royal  approbation  of  the  pafl:,  will  no  doubt  be  a  powerful  incen- 
**  tive  to  future  exertions ;  and  I  hatye  the  King's  authority  to  affure 
"  you,  that  every  diftinguillied  adl  of  emulation  and  gallantry,  which 
"  fhall  be  performed  in  courfe  of  the  fiege,  by  any,,  even  of  the 
"  loweft  rank,  will  meet  with  ample  reward  from  his  gracious  pro- 
■*'  tedion  and  favour.  Thefe  His-  Majefty's  intentions  you  will  com- 
**  municate  to  every  part  of  your  Garrifon,  that  tliey  may  be  perfedlly 
"  fatisfied  their  Royal  Mafter  feels  for  the  difficulties  they  are  under, 
"  admires  their  glorious  refiftance,  and  will  be  happy  to  reward 
"'  their  merit." 

**  ExtraSl  from  a  Letter  to  the  Governor,  from  the  Right  Hon.. 
"  General  Conway,  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majejiy's: 
"  Forces.     Dated  Augt ft  '^ijl,   1782. 

"  I  AM  now  to  add,  that  I  have  the  King's  command  to  inform 
*'  you,  that  he  is  in  the  greatell  degree  fatisfied  with  the  brave  and 
*'  fteady  defence  made  by  your  Garrifon ;  and  His  Majefty  is  de- 
"  firous  of  fliowing  them  every  mark  of  His  Royal  Approbation. 
"  It  is  in  this  light  that  His  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
"  confent.  to  granting  bat  and  forage-money,  as  a  proper  indulgence 
**  to  your  Oiiicers." 

These 
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These  extradls  were  perufed  by  the  Garrifon  with  great  fatis-      '7^»» 

_  Oct. 

fadtion,    as    they   demonftrated,    that  the  fafety  of  Gibraltar  was     i--v^ 
efteemed  a  matter  of  the  firil;  importance  ;  and  flattered  us  with  the 
agreeable  hopes,  that  our  late  fervices  would  be  acceptably  received 
by  our  Friends  and  Countrymen. 

The  Britilh  Fleet,  at  day-break  on  the  r3th,  was  ftill  off  Maf- 
bella,  with  the  wind  at  wefl..  About  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  the 
Spanifli  Admiral  made  the  fignal  for  the  Combined  Fleets  to  weigh 
anchor.  By  one  o'clock  the  whole  were  under  way.  At  three, 
a  French  Rear- Admiral,  being  the  iaft  of  the  rear  divifion,  cleared 
the  Bay.  Their  number  in  all  amounted  to  eiglity  fail,  of  which 
the  following,  I  believe,  is  an  accurate  account :  fix  three-deckers, 
thirty-eight  two-deckers,  including  feveral  fifties  (total  forty-four 
men  of  war) ;  five  frigates ;  twenty-nine  xebeques,  cutters,  armed 
flaips,  and  brigs  ^  alfo  two,  imagined  to  be  fire-fhips.  Not- 
withftanding  little  doubt  was  to  be  entertained  of  the  Enemy's 
intention  of  leaving  the  Bay,  the  Panther  man  of  war  remained  at 
anchor  with  feveral  officers  of  the  Garrifon  on  board,  whom  the 
Governor  had  permitted  to  adl  as  volunteers  in  the  engagement. 
When  the  Combined  Fleets  had  cleared  the  Bay,  they  flood  fome 
time  to  the  fouthward,  and  leaving  a  line-of-battle  fhip  and  two 
frigates  to  prevent  the  Panther  from  joining  her  Admiral,  drove 
with  the  current  fome  leagues  to  the  eaftward.  They  then  appeared 
to  edge  down  towards  the  Britifh  Fleet,  which  was  in  clofe  line 
of  battle  upon  a  wind,  with  their  heads  to  the  fouthward  ;  the 
tranfports,  with  the  frigates  which  had  been  beating  up,  falling 
beliind  them  to  leeward.  Thus  were  both  fleets  fituated  at  the 
clofe  of  the  evening.  Before  the  Enemy  had  totally  quitted  the 
Bay,  Captain  Curtis  landed  in  a  fmall  boat  from  the  Latona  frigate, 
with  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in  fpecie  for  the  Garrifon,  having 
narrowly  efcaped  being  cut  off  by  the  Combined  Fleets.     He  told 
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i;782,  US  the  Britifh  Fleet  were  in  high  fpirits,  and  impatient  to  engage 
notwithflanding  the  Enemy's  great  fuperiosity.  When  the  Com- 
bined Fleets  firil  appeared  in  motion,  the  Spanifh  prifoners  who 
had  been  landed  from  the  St.  Michael,  were  (o  overjoyed,  that  they, 
could  not  forbear  expreffing  their  ecftacies  in  fo  riotous  a  manner, 
as  to  call  for  fome  feverity,  to  confine  them  within  the  limits,  of 
their  camp. 

As  OUR  obfervations  on  the  mancEuvres  of  the  fleet  v/ere  inter- 
rupted foon  after  fun-fet,  we  iinpatiently  waited  for  the  fucceeding 
day  to  be  fpe(5tators  of  the  adlion,  which  was  now  confidered  as 
impoflible  to  be  avoided ;  and  orders  were  therefore  given  for  pre- 
paring feveral  wards  in  the  Navy  Hofpital  for  the  reception  of 
the  wounded:  but  on  the  dawn  of  the  14th,  the  Fleets,  to  our 
aftoniihment,  were  fome  leagues  diflant  from  each  other  ;  the 
Britifh  being  to  leeward  in  the  fouth-eaft  quarter,  Avhilfl;  the  Com- 
bined Fleets  appeared  off  Eflepona.  In  the  evening,  the  Britifli 
Fleet  could  only  be  difcovered  from  the  fummit  of  the  Rock.  It 
feemed  to  the  Garrifon,  that  the  Spanifli  Admiral,  by  having  the 
weather-gage,  had  it  in  his  option  to  bring  the  Britiili  Fleet  to 
adion  if  he  pleafed. — The  Fleets  being  thus  feparated,  the  Panther, 
about  noon,  endeavoured  to  join  Lord  Howe,  but  put  back  for  want 
of  wind.  Seventeen  gun-boats  came  from  Algeziras,  apparently  to 
prevent  her  leaving  the  Bay ;  but,  obferving  her  caft  anchor,  they 
returned.  -i;-;!  sjii 

The  Enemy's  cannonade  on  the  land  fide  was  continued  with 
great  vivacity.  A  few  days,  nay,  probably  hours,  were  to  turn  the 
balance  for  or  again  ft:  their  future  hopes  of  obtaining  the  grand 
object  of  their  wifhes  :  they  vrere  not  therefore  economical  in  their 
ammunition  ;  nor  was  the  Garrifon  in  the  leaft  behind  with  them, 
in.  the  brifk  ufe  of  their  ordnance.     Lieut.  Gromley,  of  the  Royal 

Artillerys 


oa. 


SIEGE    OF    GIBRALTAR.  317 

Artillery,  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  evening,  at  Willis's,,  and  died     1782, 
fbon  after  he  was  brought  to  the  Hofpital. 

Part  of  the  Combined  Fleets,  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  were 
feen,  though  the  weather  was  very  hazy,  ofFMarbella.  The  Britifh 
Fleet  was  out  of  fight ;  the  Panther  neverthelefs  attempted  to  join 
them.  About  eight  A.  M.  the  wind  came  about  to  the  eaftward. 
In  the  forenoon,  nine  polacres  failed  from  the  Spanifh  camp,  with 
troops  on  board,  for  Ceuta.  This  brought  to  our  recolledtion  the 
critical  ftate  of  that  Garrifon,  both  as  to  men  and  provifions,  when 
Admiral  Rodney  was  in  their  neighbourhood  in  1780^  and  the 
Enemy,  from  embracing  this  opportunity  of  fending  fupplies, 
appeared  not  entirely  to  have  forgotten  it.  About  noon,  the  Britifli 
Fleet  was  difcovered  in  the  offing,  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Ceuta, 
ftanding  under  an  eafy  fail  towards  the  Rock.  At  night  the  Latona, 
with  eight  or  ten  tranfports,  anchored  in  the  Bay.  They  informed 
us,  that  the  Buftalo  man  of  war,  with  the  remaining  twelve  Ihips,  had 
feparated  (by  order)  from  the  Fleet,  but  had  not  afterwards  joined. 
This  intelligence  gave  us  fome  unealinefs  for  their  fafety  •  but  we 
flattered  ourfelves  they  were  gone,  agreeably  to  inflrucSlions,  to  the 
Zafarine  Iflands,  the  place  of  rendezvous  in  cafe  the  fleets  engaged. 
Capt.  Conway,  after  a  fliort  conference  with  the  Governor,-  returned 
in  the  morning  of  the  i6th  to  the  Briti(l:i  Fleet,  which  were  cruifing 
to  the  eaftward  of  the  Rock,  with  the  wind  at  eaft.  The  Com- 
bined Fleets  were  not  in  fight  :  we  concluded  therefore  that  they 
were  gone  into  Malaga  to  make  further  repairs,  and  join  thofe  fhips 
which  had  left  the  Bay  on  the  1 1  th.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  firil 
tranfports,  the  Garrifon  had  been -bufily  employed  in  difembarking 
the  fupplies.  The  former  fleets  had  principally  brought  us  provi- 
fions i  this  brought  us  only  men  and  ammunition,  which  probably 
might,  without  this  fupply,  have  become  as  fcarce  articles  as  the 
former  had  been. 

The 


Oft, 


51  g  HI  S  T  O  R  Y    O  F    T  H  E    L  A  T  E 

1782,  The  exertions  of  the  navy  not   being  fuccefsful  in   floating  the 

St.  Michael,  a  hundred  foldiers  were  detached  on  board,  on  the  17th, 
to  their  affiflance  j;  and  not  long  afterwards,  fhe  was  anchored  off 
the  Nev/  mole.  It  was  peculiarly  fortunate  that  fhe  grounded 
on  a  bank  of  faJid,  though  flie  was  furrounded  with  rocks  :  her 
bottom  was  therefore  little  injured.  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  Bart, 
vs'ho  had  been  formerly  on  this  ilation,  was  appointed  to  command 
her.  The  wind  had  now  changed  to  the  fouth-weft ;  and  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  fame  day,  a  Britifli  frigate  appeared  from  the  weft. 
She  made  a  fignal  when  off  Europa,  which  being  anfwered  by  our 
Fleet,  flie  immediately  joined  them.  At  night,  the  gun- boats 
being  heard  in  the  Bay,  our  batteries  were  manned  to  receive  them  .; 
but,  upon  a  gun  being  fired  from  the  St, .Michael,  they  threw  up 
their  rockets,  and  returned.  Some  were  of  opinion  that  they 
meditated  an  attempt  to  cut  her  out.  The  i8th,  the  wind  again 
came  about  to  the  eaft ;  and  the  Buffalo,  with  eleven  of  the  miffing 
tranfports,  arrived  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  Thefe  fhips,  as  we  had 
c6njed:ured,  had  feparated  from  the  Fleet,  and  were  proceeding  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  when,  not  hearing  the  engagement,  and  the 
wind  veering  about,  they  returned,  and  were  very  near  joining  the 
Combined  Fleets,  but  difcovered  their  error  time  enougli  to  rectify 
it.  The  miffing  velTel,  they  informed  us,  had  been  taken  by  the 
Enemy,  fome  days  before,  off  Malaga ;  and  having  on  board,  the 
wives  and  baggage  of  the  two  regiments  which  were  on  board  the 
Fleet,  and  were  intended  for  our  reinforcement,  her  capture  greatly 
diflreffed  thofe  corps,  and  the  Garrifon  heartily  condoled  with  them. 
The  Latona,  in  her  return  to  the  Fleet,  chafed  and  boarded  a  vefTel, 
which  proved  to  be  a  Spanifh  fire-fhip.  The  crew  deferting  her, 
were  condudled,  by  two  gun-boats  attending,  to  a  xebeque  at  fome 
diftance,  which  afterwards  went  into  Ceuta.  The  prize  was  fent 
into  the  Bay.  About  noon,  four  or  five  men  of  war  arrived  from 
the  fleet,  with  the  25th  and  59th  regiments.      Lord  Mulgrave, 

who 
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who  commanded  the  difembarkation,   landed  the  troops  with  the      1782, 
greatefl  expedition  under  the  line-wall  at  the  New  mole,   Rolia  and    i^-X. 
Camp  bays,   and  returned  to  Lord  Howe  off  Tetuan.     The  two 
i^egiments  were  encamped  before  ten  o'clock  at  night ;   the  former 
Isehind  the  Barracks,   the  latter  upon  Windmill-hill.      We  nov/ 
learned  that  the  Admiral,   having  accomplilhed  the  object  of  the 
expedition,   intended  to  embrace   the  favourable  opportunity  of  the 
wind,  and  •  immediately  return  to  the  weftward.     In  the  courfe  of 
the  night,    the  iire-£hip  brought  in  by  Capt.Conway  was  purpofely 
let  on  fire,   and  being  anchored  apart  from  the  fliipping,    blew  uo 
without  doing  any  damage.      The  Latona  foon  afterwards  joined  the 
BritiQi  Fleet.     Capt.  Vallotton,  the  Governor's  firft  Aide-de-camp, 
embarked  in  her  to  bear  home  the  public  difpatches.      Capt.  Curtis 
alfo  went  in  her,   to  communicate  a  meffage  from  the  Governor  to 
Lord  Howe  j  and  did  net  return  .• 

At  day-break  on   the  19th,   both  Fleets,    to  our  great  aftonifti- 
ment,  were  in  fight  j   the  Combined  Fleets   being  foms  leagues  to 
windward.     When  the  Britifh  Fleet  was  a-breaft  of  Europa,  Lord 
Howe  difpatched"  the  Tiliphone  fire-iliip,  with  a  further  fupply  of 
powder  col lecSted  from  the  Fleet, .    The  Britid-s  Fleet  afterwards  put 
before  the  wind,  and  flood,  under  an  eajy  fiil,  in  clofe  order  to  the 
weftward.     The  van-  of  the  Combined  Fleet,   compofsd  of  French 
fhips,  followed  with  a  prefs   of  canvas   at  fome  diftance;     By  two 
o'clock  P.  M.  Lord  Howe  was  out  of  fight;  bu-t  the  Spanilh  fliips 
failing  heavily,  it  was  night  before  they  difappeared.     Though  fully 
convinced  of  the  prudence  of  his  Lordfiiip's  conduft,  it  was  no  very 
pleafing  profpetSt  for  a  Britiih  Garrifon  to  behold  a  Britifh  Fleet, 
though  inferior  in  force,  lead  the  Enemy.     At  night,    the  wind 
changed  to  the  fouth-weft  y  and  the  fucceeding  day,  a  brilk  can- 
nonade was  heard  from  that  quarter.      This  however    could  not 
proceed  from  the  adion  which  afterwards   took  place  between  the 
flpets,  as  the  firing  was  heard  early  in  the  morning.     Some  time  on 
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1782,  the  19th,  a  guard  of  two  fubalterns,  and  ninety-fix  men,  was  ordered 
from  the  25th  and  59th  regiments  on  board  the  St.  Michael,  where 
they  remained  till  fhe  was  completely  repaired. 

Several  large  fhips  were  obferved,  on  the  20th,  to  be  anchored 
at  fome  diftance  from  Algeziras  ;  and  as  fix  or  fcven  were  conjedtured 
to  be  fire-jQ:3ips,  precautions  were  accordingly  taken,  and  the  batteries 
from  South  baftion  to  Europa  ordered,  in  cafe  of  alarm,  to^  be  doubly 
manned.  The  Enemy,  the  fame  day,  got  off  the  man  of  war  which 
ran  afliore  near  their  grand  magazine.  In  the  evening,  fome  move- 
ments vv^ere  obferved  in  the  French  camp ;  and  on  the  fucceeding  day 
moftof  the  tents  werefcruck.  In  the  afternoon,  the  Spani(h  Priefi: 
was  confined  to  his  houfe,  for  holding  converfation  with  fome  of 
the  prifoners  on  Windmill-hill.  The  Enemy's  cannonade  was  fi:ill 
continued,  upon  an  average  of  about  five  or  fix  hundred  rounds  in 
the  twenty-four  hours.  They  lined  fome  part  of  the  new  bbyau 
with  fafcines,  and  raifed  a  few  traverfes  in  the  rear,  notwithftanding 
our  briik  fire  :  they  were,  however,  prevented  from  making  any 
additions  of  confequence.  On  t|ie  22dj  a  polacre  arrived  from 
Algiers,  with  intelligence  from  the  Britifh  Conful,  that  Lord  Howe 
had  failed  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Happily  his  Lordlliip  had 
effefted  that  bufinefs ,  and  probably  before  they  at  Algiers  wer^ 
informed  of  the  Britifh  Fleet  having  left  England. 

The  extreme  difi:refs  which  the  Garrifon  had  experienced  in  the 
clofe  of  the  years  1779  and  1780,  and  the  great  profits  which 
from  the  exigencies  of  thofe  periods  had  arifen  to  the  adventurers 
v^ho  ran  the  hazard  of  a  voyage  with  provifions  for  our  relief,  were, 
by  this  time,  pretty  generally  known  at  home.  The  favourable 
opportunity  of  a  fafe  convoy  under  the  Britifh  Fleet,  prompted, 
therefore,  many  mailers  of  tranfports  (fome  of  whom  had  been 
in  the  Garrifon  before  during  the  war)  to  lay  in  a  fi;ock'  of  various 
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articles,  with  the  profped  that  the  diftreffes  of  i\iti\:  friends  might  lygy, 
afford  thefe  tridy  humane  and  generous  patriots  an  occafion  to  fell 
them,  on  their  arrival,  at  their  own  price.  Although  thefe  fupplies 
were  mod:  highly  acceptable,  yet  the  Garrifon  was  not  at  this 
time  in  fuch  abfolute  need  of  their  affiftance,  as  to  purchafe  them 
at  thofe  enormous  prices  which  before  had  been  given  with  pleafure ; 
nor  in  juflice  did  we  think,  from  the  little  rifk  the  adventurers 
ran,  that  fhey  deferved  fuch  immenfe  profits.  A  Committee  of 
officers  from  every  corps  affembled  on  the  23d,  to  confider  what 
meafures  to  purfue  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  impofitions  in.  fufure ; 
and,  as  every  article  brought  to  the  Garrifon  was  fold  at  public 
au<ftion,  it  was  unanimoully  agreed,  that  a  certain  price  fhould  be 
fixed  upon  each  article,  allowing  fuch  profit  as  might  reafonably  be 
thought  adequate  to  the  hazard;  and  when  the  efhimate  was  publifhed, 
every  officer  (I  believe)  pledged  his  honour  not  to  exceed  the  terms 
therein  fpecified.* 

The  prudent  and  manly  regulation  of  the  Committee  was  flridlly 
attended  to  for  about  a  fortnight,  but  it  had  not  that  immediate 
eftedt  we  expe<fled  :  many  of  our  generous  countrymen,  rather  than 
difpofe  of  their  ventures  for  a  profit  of  a  hundred  and  fifty,  and  in 
feme  inftances  three  hundred  per  cent,  very  liberally  determined  to 
fell  them  for  a  trifiing  advantage  at  Lifbon,  or  elfewhere,  in  their 
way  home.  We  fliould  neverthelefs  have  foon  got  the  better  of  their 
obftinacy,  had  we  continued  determined  and  confiftent  ourfelves :  but 
fome  individuals ,  who  preferred  felf-gratification  to  the  public 
good,  beginning  to  evade  the  agreement,  the  whole  was  cancelled, 
and  the  demands  of  the  adventurers  became  afterwards  equally  as 
exorbitant,  if  not  more  fb  than  before.  So  little  dependence  is  there 
upon  the  adherence  of  a  multitude  to  any  fumptuary  regulations, 
however  effential  to  their  real  intereft. 
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1782,  The  mortar-boats,  on  the.  night  of  the  23d,  paid  us  a  vifit,  and 
did  confiderable  damage.  Their  fhells  were  chiefly  directed  towards 
the  New  mole.  The  He6tor  cutter,  in  Government's  fervice,  was 
funk  by  a  ihell,  and  every  thing  on  board  loft.  Several  other 
veffels  narrowly  efcaped  the  fame  fate.  We  fired  upon  them  from 
Willis's  and  the  Old  mole ;  but  their  gun-boats  were  filent.  The 
24th,  we  obferved  that  the  Enemy  had  ftruck  the  tents  of  four  or 
five  battalions,  and  two  regiments  were  feen  this  day  marching 
along  the  beach.  The  day  following,  fome  baggage  was  obferved 
removing  from  the  Duke's  quarters ;  which  gave  us  great  hopes  that 
his  Grace  was  preparing  to  leave  the  camp,  and  that  matters  were 
verging  towards  a  conclufion.  In  the  evening  a  defer ter  came  in, 
a  native  Catalonian.  He  informed  us  there  had  been  an  engagement 
between  the  Britifh  and  Combined  Fleets,  but  could  give  us  no 
particulars.  He  further  told  us  that  their  camp  was  breaking  up  : 
fixteen  battalions  had  already  marched  away,  and  others  were  pre- 
paring to  decamp  :  that  they  had  ceafed  to  work  in  their  approaches } 
and  that  their  night-guards  confifled  of  four  thoufand  men,  under 
the  command  of  two  brigadier  generals  :  concluding  with  acquaint- 
ing us,  that  the  winter-camp  before  the  Garrifon  was  to  confift  of 
twenty  thoufand  men  :  that  additional  gun-boats  were  building  to 
conftantly  harrafs  us  ;  and  that  a  corporal  and  twelve  men  were 
flationed  in  the  Gardens  to  prevent  defertion.  The  26th,  the  tents 
occupied  by  the  Duke's  corps  encamped  before  Buena-Vifta  were 
ftruck ;  which  ferved  to  increafe  our  hopes,  that  the  profpedl  was 
not  far  diftant  of  an  end  to  our  fatigues.  Don  Juan  Moreno  left  the 
Garrifon  the  fame  day,  with  a  flag  of  truce.  Our  boat  could  not 
learn  any  further  account  of  the  engagement ;  but  the  officers  were 
informed,  that  a  general  peace  was  expe<3:ed,  as  the  Americans  had 
been  acknowledged  independent  by  Great-Britain, 
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More  battalions  left  the  Enemy's  camp  on  the  27th  :  their  can-      '^^^' 
nonade  neverthelefs  was  continued,  and  feveral  fliot  ranged  as  far  as    <— v^ 
the  entrance  of  Windmill-hill  ;  a  diftance  of  about  five  thoufand 
yards.     Their  camp  was  ftill  decreafing  on  the  28th  and  29th  ;   and 
we  judged  from  our  obfervations,    that  about   twenty-three  batta- 
lions, with  a  brigade  of  artillery,    had  marched  into  the  country. 
The  laft  deferters  faid  many  had  taken  the  route  to  Cadiz.   The  30th, 
we  obferved  the  Enemy  had  ftationed  a  guard  under  the  Rock  near 
the  Devil's  tower.    They  were  taken  fome  notice  of  by  our  Artillery, 
who  endeavoured   to  annoy   them  with    fmall   projeftiles  from  the 
fummit  of  the  Northern  front.      The  Tifiphone,   Captain  Sandys, 
with  five  or  fix  ordnance- lliips  (having  a  hundred  and  fixty  Jews  on 
board)  failed  for  England  early   in   the  morning  of  the  3 ill.      The 
fame  day,    a  foldier  of  the  97th  regiment  'was  killed  at  Rof.a,  by  a 
long-range  fliot  from  the  Ifthmus. 

Three  deferters  came  in  on  the  2d  and  4th  of  November,  but  Nov. 
could  give  no  fatisfadlory  information  relative  to  the  adion  between 
the  Fleets.  They  faid  the  French  troops  had  quitted  the  camp 
with  the  Royal  Volunteers.  The  Enemy's  camp  continued  to  break 
up  on  the  7th  and  8th,  though  fome  of  the  regiments,  it  was 
imagined,  took  pofTeflion  of  the  large  building  eaflward  of  Point 
Mala,  which  had  been  built  for  a  hofpital.  On  the  7th,  two 
men  of  war  and  a  floop  (fuppofed  to  be  French,  from  the  Weft- 
Indies)  pafiTed  to  the  Eaftward.  The  Spanifh  gun-boats  feemed 
to  fufpedt  they  were  enemies,  and  intended  to  come  in ;  as  they 
were  in  motion,  and  appeared  to  be  preparing  for  an  attack.  The 
8th,  twenty-three  gun-boats  pai-aded  at  a  fliort  diftance  from  the 
Garrifon,  extending  in  a  line  a-head  to  the  fouthward.  We  expedled 
an  attack  upon  the  St.  Michael ;  but  an  eafterly  wind  fpringing  up,  ' 
they  returned.  They  had  fcarcely  got  back,  when  a  fignal  was 
made  at  Cabrita  Point,  and  they  again  put  about.     Our  attention 
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2.  was  engaged  by  this  manceuvre  ;  and  upon  invefligating  the  caufe, 
we  difcovered  a  floop  ftanding  towards  the  Garrifon  from  the 
eaftward.  If  this  velTel  had  continued  the  courfe  fhe  then  fteeredy 
fhe  might  undoubtedly  have  reached  the  Rock  :  whether,  however,, 
it  was  owing  to  the  wefterly  current  off  Europa,  or  the  ignorai^ce 
of  the  crew,  we  could  not  determine ;  in  the  courfe  of  an  hour 
fhe  drove  fo  confiderably  to  leeward,  as  to  be  out  of  the  protedtion 
of  our  guns,  and  after  receiving  feveral  difcharges  of  round  and 
grape  from  the  gun-boats,  was  boarded  by  the  Enemy.  Sir  Charles 
Knowles,  Bart,  (who  fince  Captain  Curtis's  departure  commanded 
in  the  Bay)  ordered  feveral  barges  out  to  her  affiilance,  but  to  no 
purpofe.  A  boat,  with  five  of  her  crew,  efcaped  to  the  Garrifon, 
and  informed  us  fhe  was  laden  with  fugar  and  tea  from  Falmouthi 
Soon  afterwards,  a  Danifh  dogger  was  brought  to  an  anchor'  in 
the  Bay,  by  a  gun  from  Europa  :  fhe  vv^as  laden  with  rice  and 
pilchards  from  England.  A  flag  of  truce,  on  the  9th,  went  with 
a  letter  to  the  Duke;  and  in  the  evening,  another  brought  over 
Enfign  Lewis,  of  the  58  th  regiment,  with  a  Quarter-mafter  and 
a  Volunteer  of  the  25th,  who  had  been  taken  in  the  Minerva  brig-, 
with  the  baggage,  &c.  of  the  25th  and  jgth  regiments.  This  flag 
alfo  brought  over  other  prifoners.  By  thefe  gentlemen,  we  learned 
that  an  engagement  had  taken  place  between  Lord  Howe  and  Admi- 
ral Cordova,  and  that  the  latter  was  returned  into  port  with  his  fleet 
much  fhattered. 

After  the  departure  of  the  fleetsj  little  attention  was  paid  by 
the  Enemy  to  the  blockade.  Not  one  cruifer  was  now  to  be  feen 
in  the  Straits,  or  to  the  Eaflward  ;  and  few  vefTels  of  force  were 
Itationed  at  Cabrita  Point.  The  idea  of  gaining  Gibraltar,  either 
by  force  or  ftratagem,  feemed  at  length  to  be  totally  relin- 
quifhed.  Their  cannonade  from  the  land  neverthelefs  was  con- 
tinued;  but  as  it  gradually  diminiflied,  and  fcarce  ^xceed^d  at  this 
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time  two  hundred  and  fifty  rounds  in  the  twenty-four  hours,    we     178^ 
imagined  it  would  in  a  fliort  time  totally  ceafe.    ,  The  St.  Philip's 
Ca/lle,  and  leveral  ordnance-fhips,  had  left  the  Bay  the  evening  of 
the  8th;    and  on   the   loth   and   12th,    two  light  veffels  came  to 
Algeziras,  vv^hich  from  their  appearance  were  thought  to  be  of  the- 
latter.      On  .the   12th,    a  flag  of  truce  went   with  a  letter  to  the. 
Duke  :,  whilfl  it  was   out,    the  Enemy's  gun-boats  commenced  a 
fmart  cannonade  upon  the  St.  Michael,,  (which  was  now  refitted) 
whilfl  their  mortar- boats  bombarded  our  camp.     We  returned  their 
fire;    and  two  of  the  mortar-boats  retired  very  early,    the  others 
following  them  in  about  an  hour.     Three  or  four  fliot  were  fired 
through  the  St.  Michael,  but  no  other  damage  was  received.     Our 
flag  returned  juft  as,  the  cannonade  ceafed.     As  it  appeared  probable 
that  the  Enemy  might  renew  their  attacks  upon  the  Prize,   Colonel 
Williams,    who   commanded  the  Artillery,    ordered  more  mortars 
to  be  diftributed  along  the  fea-line,  from  the  King's  baftion  to  the 
New-mole  fort.      The  15th,  a  regiment  quitted  their  camp-    and 
at  night  their  workmen  raifed  about -twenty  traverfes  in  the  rear  of 
their  advanced  boyau,    extending  from  the  parallel  about  half  the" 
length   of  the  work..     Our.fire  at  this  period  was  variable       The' 
day  following     between  twenty  and  thirty  tranfports,    with  troops 
or.  board,    fuied  under  convoy  of  two  frigates   for  the  weftward 
Iheir  artillery  alfo  about  this,  time  removed  moft  of  the  ordnance 
fr<«n  their  park  to  .the  landing-place ;.  where  we  numbei-ed  th-Vty 
cannon  and  five  :  mortars,   with  a  great  quantity  of  iliot  and  ihells 
ready  for.^embarkation.     The  X7th,  a  xebeque,  and  feveral  armed  . 
veffels  and  gun-ooats,  anchored  at   Cabrita  Point,   as  if  they  had 
determined  to   renew    the    Blockade.      Three  days  after,    all   the 
Spanifl.  pnfoners-  taken  in  the  St.  Michael,  excepting  a  few  who 
chofe    to  rem.ain  behind,   were  fen t    to    the  camp.     The  Spanifl. 
officers,   on    this  occafion,    informed  us    that    there  had  been  an 
engagement  betweer;  the  Britifh  and  Combined  Fleets,   which  had 
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j-82,  ended  to  the  advantage  of  th.t former.  In  the  evening  of  the  20th, 
c^,-^  a  party  of  about  a  hundred  men  were  kcii  to  go  from  the  eaftern 
part  of  the  Enemy's  parallel  to  the  back  of  the  rock.  We  could 
not  at  that  time  account  for  the  marching  of  thefe  troops.  The 
finall  craft  continued  at  Cabrita  Point,  the  men  of  war  and  larger 
veffels  being  at  anchor  off  the  Orange-grove.  Four  fail  of  the  line 
.and  three  frigates,  befides  xebeques,  6cc.  were  now  in  the  Bay. 
The  Enemy,  on  the  21ft  and  22d,  embarked  a  vail  quantity  of 
powder  from  their  grand  magazine  on  board  the  men  of  war. 
Moft  of  the  fpare  ordnance  had  already  been  fhipped  on  board, 
and  others  were  removing  daily  toward  the  beach. 

Two  boats  arrived  on  the  23d  from  Portugal  :  they  brought 
certain  intelligence  of  the  preceding  adtion  between  the  Fleets. 
The  particulars  of  this  intelligence  were,  that  a  partial  ad:Ion 
had  taken  place  between  the  Britiih,  of  thirty-four  fhips,  and 
the  Combined  Fleets  of  forty-fix  fhips  of  the  line ;  that,  though 
the  latter  had  the  weather-gage,  they  ftudiouHy  avoided  a  clofe 
engagement ;  and  after  a  cannonade  of  feveral  hours,  hauled  their 
wind,  and  dire(fted  their  courfe  to  Cadiz.  The  fam3  day,  Lieut. 
John  M'Kenzie,  of  the  73d,  was  dangeroufly  wounded  at  Willis's. 
The  Enemy's  fire  now  fcarceiy  exceeded  a  hundred  and  fifty 
rounds.  Two  more  boats  got  in  from  Faro  the  night  of  the  26th. 
Our  fuccefs,  in  obtaining  thefe  welcome  fupplies,  rendered  the  Enemy 
more  vigilant  and  adive  to  intercept  them  :  every  boat,  even 
friends,  which  approached  the  Rock,  raifed  their  fufpicion. 

Though  every  appearance  in  their  camp  indicated  that  they  had 
given  up  all  hopes  of  fubduing  the  Garrifon  by  force,  their  parties 
on  the  lilhmus  continued  to  be  very  bufy,  and  fome  evenings  they 
made  additions  of  traverfes  to  their  works.  Heavy  timber  was  alfo 
brought  forward  to  the  parallel,  but  for  what  purpofe  we  could  not 
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then  imagine.  Their  advanced  parties  had  likewife  the  audacity  1782 
frequently  to  approach  half  way  upon  the  caufeway  from  Bay  fide ; 
but  the  Artillery  having  orders  to  fcower  the  Gardens,  and  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bay  fide,  with  grape  from  the  Old  mole,  their 
curiofity'in  a  Ihort  time  was  pretty  well  cooled.  Towards  the 
clofe  of  this  month,  the  Enemy's  fire  became  more  faint,  and  ill 
direcfted,  whilft  ours  was  more  animated  and  effedlual.  Our  En- 
gineers continued  to  be  confiiantly  engaged.  The  rebuilding  of 
the  whole  flank  of  the  Prince  of,  Orange's  baftion,  a  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  in  length,  with  folid  mafonry,  (which  was  now  nearly 
finifhed,)  in  the  face  of  fuch  powerful  Artillery,  can  fcarcely  be 
paralleled  in  any  fiege^ 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  the  Achilles  ordnance- (hip,  with  Dec. 
two  or  three  boats,  arrived  from  England  and  Portugal.  The  6th, 
a  Venetian  fhip  was  driven  by  the  current  under  the  guns  of  Europa  : 
we  fired  to  bring  her  to,  and  the  mailer  inftantly  came  afliore,  and 
informed  us  fhe  was  bound  to  London  ;  bat,  before  he  could  return, 
his  vefTel  was  boarded  by  three  gun-boats^  which. towed  her  to  Alge- 
ziras.  The  mafler  then  came  into  the  Garrifon,  and  at  night  was 
permitted  to  follow  his  veifel.  The  following  evening,  a  Ger- 
man deferted  to  us  from  the  Walon  guards.  He  informed  us, 
that  the  Enemy  ftationed  every  evening  a  guard  of  three  hundred 
men  near  the  Devil's  tower,  whei'e  they  had  miners  at  work  in 
a  cave  J  hoping  to  form  a  mine,  to  blow  up  the  north  part 
of  the  Rock.  We  paid  no  kind  of  attention  at  firft  to  this  intel- 
ligence ^  fo  ridiculous,  and  even  chimerical,  the  fcheme  appeared. 
Recolledting  however  that  a  party  had  been  obferved  to  march 
that  way  fome  evenings  before,  and  remarking,  upon  a  clofer  infpec- 
tion,  that  every  evening  a  numerous  body  of  men  approached  along 
the  eailern  (hore  towards  that  quarter,  we  began  to  give  fome  credit 

to 
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1782.     to  this  fingfular  inforaiation.*     The  above  deferteralfo  informed  us,, 

Dec. 

%.«v-<^    that  the  Enemy  had  removed  fome  ordnance  from  the  parallel,,  and 
that  their  guards  and  advanced  parties  were  ftill  very  ftrong. 

By  this  period,  our  Engineers  had  penetrated  a  confiderable  di- 
ilance  in  the  gallery  above  Farringdon's  battery,  -and  had  opened  five 
embrafures  to  the  front  of  the  Rock ;  and  to  have  a  more  fecare  com- 
munication to  this  fmgular  work,  a  covered  way  was  funk,  by  Wafting 
the  rock  from  the  above  battery,  to  the  entrance  of  the  gallery.  The 
fuccefs  with  which  this  work  had  been  profecuted,  and  the  confider- 
able  advantages  which  promifed  to  refult  from  it  when  finiihed, 
induced  the  Governor  to  order  that  a  fimilar  battery,  but  &nly  for  two 
guns,  fhould  be  made  in  the  rock  near  Crouchett's  battery,  above  the 
Prince  of  Helle's  baftion  j  and  the  workmen  had  now  made  fome 
advances  therein.  On  the  12th,  a  guard-boat  of  the  St.  Michael, 
with  two  officers  and  feven  failors,  went  ever  to  the  Enemy,  We 
afterwards  learned  from  the  Officers,  who  returned  in  a  flag  of  truce, 
that  the  failors  rofe  upon  them,  faying  they  were  refolved  to  go  aver 
to  the  Enemy  :  that  Lieut.  Small,  who  commanded  the  boat,  drew 
his  hanger,  and  attempted  a  ftrcSke'at  the  man  who  was  fpokefman 
upon  the  occafion ;  but  that  h"e  was  •knocked  down  by  the  coxfwain 
with  the  tiller  of  the  rudder :  that,  whilft  he  was  thus  fenfelefs, 
they  had  it  in  debate  to' throw  him  overboard  ;  but,  by  the  inter- 
ceffion  of  the  young  rriidfliipman,  he  was  preferved,  and,  when  taken 
aihore,  was  fome  time  before  he  recovered. 

The  Enemy's  parties  under  the  rock,  near  the  Devil's  tower,  began 
now  to  engage  our  curiouty.     Every  part  of  the  north  front  was 

explored^ 

•  In  1727,  the  Befiegers  forrneJ  the  defign  of  blowing  up  Willis's  batteries  by  a  mine ; 
but  it  is  imagined  they  found  if  imprafticable,  as  they  n«ver  attempted  to  fpring  the  minei, 
■fhough  the  Journal  of  that  Siege  mentions  it  was  loadedr 
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explored,  to  endeavour,  if  poffible,  to  difcover  what  they  were  about.  1782, 
At  length,  on  the  15th,  a  place  was  found  above  Green's-lodge,  ^^^ 
whence  we  could  diftinguifli  a  part  of  their  work.  The  communi- 
cation with  this  pofl,  being  along  a  level  beach,  was  greatly  expofed 
to  our  fire.  When  their  parties  were  difcovered  advancing  from  the 
eaft  flank  of  the  fixty-four-gun  battery,  our  Artillery  at  Willis's 
and  on  the  heights  prepared  to  filute  them.  They  were  permitted 
toapprcaeh  unmolefted  within  two  or  three  hundred  yards,  when  a 
g-eneral  .volfey-^vras  difcbarged  of  cohorn-fliells,  with  grape,  feconded 
by  the ujontars  on  the  Levant  battery,  loaded  v/ith  hand-fhells,  or 
grenades,  quilted  together.  ^  chance,  or  mine,  was  fometimes 
fprung  upon  them  from  the  top,  when  they  had  nearly  got  under 
the  rock  j  the  Hones  from  which  added  not  a  little  to  their  confunon 
and  lofs.  Notwithftanding  they. were  in  this  manner  obliged  every 
evening  to  pafs  the  gantlope  of  our  fire,  they  continued  to  bring 
materials^  and  maintained  their  poll  with  furprifing  obftinacy.  Some 
of  the  guard  were  it^n  frequently,  in  the  day,  to  advance  from  their 
cover  :  a  party  of  Corficans,  who  hitherto  had  done  no  other  duty 
than  guard  the  .prifoners  on  Windmill -hill,  were  ordered  therefore 
to  the  port  above  Green's-lodge,  to  fire  wall-pieces  upon  thofe  that 
appeared  from  below. 

A  FLAG  of  truce  went  from  the  Garrifon  on  the  17th.  The 
Spanifh  Aide-de-Camp  informed  us,  that  preliminaries  of  a  General 
Peace  were  expefted  to  be  figned  in  the  courfe  of  the  month. 
The  fucceeding  day  another  flag  went  from  the  Governor  with 'let- 
ters to  the  Duke  :  it  had  fcarcely  returned,  when  twenty-nine  gun 
and  mortar-boats  commenced  a  fpirited  attack  upon  the- St,  Michael, 
and  other  fhips,  at  anchor  off  Buena-Vifta.  Since  thefe  boats  had 
made  a  cuftom  of  firing  upon  the  Garrifon,  we  never  remarked 
them  to  be  arranged  with  more  judgement,  or  to  behave  witTi  greater 
gallantry,  than  they  did  on  this  occafion.     The  mortar-boa'ts  com- 

U  u  pofed 
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pofed  the  centre  divifion,   and  a  divifion  of  gun-boats  was  arranged 
on  each  flank;  their  line  of  battle  extending  about  two  miles.    They 
got  their  diflance  the  firft  round,  and  retained  it  with  fuch  precifion, 
that  almofl  every  fhell  fell  within  fifty  yards  of  the  St.  Michael, 
which  was  the  chief  objedl  of  their  attack.     The  feventy-fourth 
fhell  fell  on  board,  about  mid-fhip  ;  pierced  the  firft,  and  broke  on 
the  lower  deck ;  killed  four,   and  wounded  eleven  failors,    three  of 
them  mortally.     After  this  accident.    Sir  Charles  Knowles,   being 
apprehenfive  of  the  moft  fatal  confequences  if  a  fhell  fhould  fall. into 
the  magazine,  removed  the  powder,  through  the  oppofite  port-holes, 
into  a  launch,  which  was  immediately  towed  under  the  rock  :  eighty 
barrels,  which  could  not  be  removed,  were  thrown  into  the  fea.    The 
Enemy  flill  maintained  a  warm  fire,   but,   it  is  imagined,   did  not 
cbferve  that  any  had  fallen  on  board.     Several  lliells  carried  away 
ornaments  and  parts  of  her  rigging  :  fortunately  however  flie  received 
no  further  injury.     Not   one  fhell   came  afliore  from  the   boats  ^ 
Captain  Gibfon,   at  the  commencement  of  the  adion,    rowed  out 
with  eight  gun-boats  from  the  New  mole,  and  very  warmly  attacked 
their  northern  divifion.     On  his  appearing  in  motion,  three  parapet- 
boats  advanced  from  the  Orange-grove  to  take  our  boats  in  flank. 
'One  of  this   number  was  however  foon  difahled  by  the  Gan-ifon, 
and  the  other  two  joined  the  main  body.     When  the  Enemy  had 
expended  their  ammunition,  the  mortar-boats  retired,   and  tlie  gun- 
boats  covered    their  retreat   in  a  mofl   beautiful   manner.      They 
flood  towards  the  Orange-grove,  and  embarked  fome  of  their  crews 
on   board  the  men   of  war.       Three  of  the  line-of-battle  fliips, 
two  frigates,  and  a  xebeque,  with  feveral  bomb-ketches  and  other 
vefTels,    which  were  ail  laden  with  military  ftores,    failed  to  the 
weflward.     The  Enemy's  land-batteries,   as  is  mentioned  before, 
were  gradually  diminifhing  in  their  fire;    but  upon  this  occafion^ 
they  fupported  the  boats   from    the  Bay  with   a  very  animated 

additional  cannonade. 

The 
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The  remainder  of  the  Enemy's  lliips,  laden  with  military  ftores,      1782, 
-failed  on  the  night  of  the  19th  from  the  Orange-grove  to  the  weft- 
ward.     The  wind  continued  eafterly ;  and  on  the  fucceeding  night, 
or  rather  the  morning  of  the  2 1  ft,   blew  fo  ftrong  a  gale,  that  the 
St.  Michael  was  driven  from  her  anchors  more  than  half-bay  over  : 
every  exertion  was  made  to    recover  her  ftation,    but  all  proved 
inefFeftualj    when  fortunately  an  eddy   wind   brought   her   about, 
and  Sir  Charles  Knowles  was  happy  to   run  her  aground  within  the 
New  mole  on  a  fand-bank  fouth  of  the  tank.     Tlie  gale  was  fo 
powerful  on  Windmill-hill,    that  the  tents  of  the  59tli  regiment 
were  torn  from  the  pickets,  and  carried  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
the  camp-ground.     To  obviate  the  like  difigreeable  circumftances 
in  future,    that   regiment    was  removed  to  encamp  in   South-port 
ditch,  oppofite  Sydow's  (formerly  Hardenberg's)  regiment.     This 
arrangement  obliged  the  town  parade  to  be  changed;  and  the  guards 
afterwards  alTembled  on   the  Red   fands,    which  continues  at  this 
time  to  be  the  general  parade.     In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  the  St. 
Michael  was  warped  into  deep  water,  and  moored  in  the  New  mole! 
At  night  a  deferter  came  in  :  he  informed  us  that  the  Enemy  had 
twenty  miners  at  work  near  the  Devil's  tower,  proteded  by  a  ftron? 
guard,   that   we  annoyed   their  communication  with  that  poft  very 
much,  and  every  evening  killed  and  wounded  many  men.     In  con 
fequence  of  this  intelligence,    our  fire   towards   that   quarter   was 
increafed.     A  flag  of  truce,  on  the  20th,  had  informed  us  that  the 
women  belonging   to   the   25th  and  59th   regiments  were  at  the 
Enemy  s  camp,  waiting  more  moderate  weather,  to  be  fent  by  water 
into  the  Garrifon.     The   22d,  they  were  received,  but  upon  their 
andmg  were  conduced  to  the  Naval  hofpital,  where  fome  fc^  of 
them  were  detamed  by  the  faculty  as  exxeptionable.     Lieut.  Small, 
of  the  Navy,  came  over  on  the  23d  in  a  flag  of  truce.     He  told  u 

lb-  ITII  '"^'  ^'^  "^^"^^"^  ^"^-^'l  f--  the  ftorm 

which  had  fo  greatly  endangered  the  St.  Michael.     The  Duke  de 

^  "  2  crillon, 
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i7S2>  Crillon,  the  day  following,  vifited  the  parallel,  and  was  prefent  in 
:  ..  ' ,  the  weilern  boyau,  whilft  an  engineer  picketed  out  a  work  at  the 
extremity  of  it,  near  the  beach.  At  intervals,  we  could  now 
diftindlly  hear  the  explolion  of  the  mines  in  the  Enemy's  cave  or 
gallery  at  the  Devil's  tower.  Few  men  were  however  to  be  fcea 
in  that  neighbourhood  ;  though  at  night  they  continued  the  reliefs, 
and  brought  materials  as  ufual. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  25th,  we  obferved  the  gun  and  mortar- 
boats  in  motion ;  and  about  four  o'clock,  eighteen  of  the  former, 
and  eleven  of  the  latter,  advanced  from  Algeziras,  apparently  with 
an  intention  of  renewing  their  attack  upon  the  unfortunate  St.. 
Michael ;  but  eleven  of  our  gun-boats  oppoling  them,  the  centre 
divilion  of  mortar-boats,  and  the  fouthward  divifion,  flood  towards 
Europa,  and  began  a  warm  bombardment  upon  our  Camp^  throw- 
ing their  fliells  indifcriminately  from  Windmill-hill  to  South  flicd.. 
Our  gun-boats  in  this  adtion  behaved  with  great  gallantry^  direding 
their  oppofition  entirely  againfl  the  mortar-boats ;  the  fire  of  which 
they  in  a  great  meafure  diverted  from  the  fnipping.  A  blind 
fhell  neverthelefs  fell  into  the  ward-room  of  the  St.  Michael ; 
and  another  fhell  carried  away  the  mizen-maft  of  the  Porcupine 
frigate,  and  burfl  in  the  ftate-cabin.  Seven  or  eight  fliells  fell 
within  the  hofpital-v/all  :  one  difploded  in  a  ward,  and  killed  and 
wounded  feveral  of  the  lick,-  Several  houfes  and  flieds  were  alfb 
deflroyed,  and.  others  confiderably  injured.  In  fhort,  it  was  thought 
to  be  the  warmell  attack  we  had  ever  experienced  from  the  gun- 
boats ;  and  our  men,  being  moftly  in  fpirits  after  their  Chriftmas 
dinner,  were  confequently  lefs  upon  their  guard.  One  was  killed, 
and  feven  were  wounded,  in  the  camp.  -,  As  our  Artillery  had  time  to 
prepare,  the  Enemy's  cannonade  was  returned  with  great  vivacity  ; 
but  the  mortar-boats  and  fouthward  divifion  had  taken  fo  judicious 
a  flation,  that  few  ordnance  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 

We 
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We  had  neverthelefs  fome  reafon  to  conclude  their  lofs  was  fuperior  1782, 
to  our  own.  Their  land  -  batteries  (with  the  addition  of  Fort  v,...v--- 
St.  Philip  and  the  Black  battery,  which  had  been  filent  fome  time) 
upon  this  occafion,  as  upon  the  lafl,  increafed  their  fire  upon  the 
Town.  We  therefore  had  the  Enemy  upon  our.  whole  front,  from 
Europa  Point  to  Land-port.  At  a  quarter  pa,ft  fix  o'clock,  the  mor- 
tar-boats retired,  and  were  covered  in  their  retreat  by  the  gun-boats 
as  before.*  This  dilhonourable  and  cruel  mode  of  profecuting  the 
war,  we  had  reafon  to  think,  would  be  continued  till  a  peace  ihould 
put  an  end  to  all  hoftilities.  The  Enemy  had  been  very  indufirrious 
in  impreffing  this p leafing  information  on  the  memories  of  the  women, 
who  had  been  lately  detained  by  the  weather  in  their  camp.  They 
were  told  for  their  comfoi'i,  that,  as  the  befieging  army  had  beea .  . 
reludtantly  compelled  to  relinquifli  the  idea  of  recovering  Gibraltar, 
they  were  determined  to  harrafs  and  alarm  the  Garrifon  by  fuccefiive 
attacks  from  the  gun  and  mortar-boats,  which,  for  the  purpofe  of 
having  regular  reliefs,  were  to  be  increafed  in  number  :  thus,  by 
being  expofed  to  a  revengeful  Enemy,  the  profped:  before  us  promifed 
to  be  more  irkfome  and  vexatious  than  the  more  interelling  period 
which  had  palled. 

Although  the  Enemy's  fire  fi-om  the  Iflhmus  was  almoU  dif- 
continued,    the  Governor,    towards   the  conclufion   of  December, 
m.ade  up  for  their  deficiency  by  a  more  animated  difcharge  than  ufiial : 
every  night  the  whole  North  front  appeared  a  continued  line  of  fire.   ■ 
The  Devil's   tower  chiefly  engaged  his  attention  :    their  guard   at 

this 

*  It  was  during  this  attack,  that  the  materials  from  which  this  work  is  compiled,  were  in 
the  moft  imminent  danger  of  being  entirely  dellroyed.— A  thirteen-inch  (hell  from  the  Enemy's 
mortar-boats,  falling  above  the  Camp-guard,  rolled  along  the  road  leading  from  Buena- Vilta, 
and  entered  the  Author's  marquee  :  though  lighted  when  it  entered,  and  though  its  force  muft 
have  been  greatly  fpent  upon  the  ground,  the  fufe  luckily  broke  as  it  lodged  within,  and  the 
marquee,  with  the  furniture,  by  that  fortunate  circumllance  was  preferved. 
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this  poU:  generally  relieved  about  feven  or  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  if  not  prevented  by  our  fire.  The  work  (which  we  could 
difcover)  of  fand-bags  was  totally  deftroyed  ;  and  the  Hoping  timbers 
which  they  had  placed  againfl  the  rock  to  proted:  them  from  the 
-over-head  fire,  were  much  Ihattered  by  the  weighty  fragments  of 
rock  which  were  hurled  upon  them  from  above.  The  night  of 
the  27th,  the  Enemy  opened  three  embrafures  in  the  epaulement 
at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fixty~four-gun  batteiy.  The  embrafures  were 
then  mafked,  and,  the  fucceeding  evening,  were  faced  with  fafcines. 
The  night  of  the  29th,  they  raifed  a  work  of  fand-bags,  of  about 
a  hundred  feet  in  extent,  at  the  weftern  extremity  of  the  new  boyau. 
It  was  picketed  out  when  the  Duke  was  prefent,  and  extended  to 
the  rear  at  right  angles  with  the  epaulement.  The  30th,  nineteen 
gun  and  mortar-boats  came  out  of  the  river  Palmones,  where  they 
generally  retired  to  repair,  after  firing  upon  the  Garrifon.  The 
evening  of  the  fucceeding  daj'  being  very -calm,  and  fome  movements 
being  obferved  amongfb  them,  we  expefted  they  would  commence 
the  new  year  with  another  vifit :  but  we  were  happily  difappointed. 
Since  we  were  fufficiently  perfuaded  of  the  conduit  which  the  Enemy 
had  determined  to  purfue  for  the  remainder  of  the  war,  the  Go- 
vernor again  adopted  the  idea  of  retaliation  :  the  gun  mounted 
on  Col.  Williams's  elevated  carriage  was  removed  to  the  Old-mole 
head,  and  other  preparations  were  made  to  annoy  their  camp, 
when  the  boats  fhould  renew  their  attack.  In  the  courfe  of  Decem- 
ber, feveral  vefifels  and  boats  arrived  with  ftores  and  fupplies.  Others 
likewife  left  the  Bay,  and  flags  of  truce  frequently  paffed  between 
the  Governor  and  the  Duke.  Their  purport  was  not  however 
publickly  known. 

1^83,         The  laft  day  of  December,  a  party  of  the  Navy  fifhed  up  one  of 

J^"*      the  guns  from  the  wreck  of  the  Battering-fhips  j  and  the  following 

^y, -the  firft  of  January,  1783,  the  gun,  which  was  of  iron,  and 

a  twenty- 
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a  twenty-fix  poundei-j   was  diawn  in  proceffion  by  the  Britifh  tars,      178J: 
with  a  Spani/h  eni^gn  .vhich  had  been  taken  from  on  board  one  of 
the  fliips,  difplayed  over  it,  and  attended  by  a  band  of  mufic,  play- 
ing God  fave  the  KingJ^ 

Our  obfervations  made  upon  the  Enemy's  proceedings  at  the. 
Devil's  tower  were  as  yet  very  unfatisfadloryj  though,  by  the  enter- 
prifmg  activity  of  a  ferjeant  in  the  artificers,  we  knew  that  they  were  in 
reality  at  work  in  a  cave  :  for  he  had  defcended,  by  means  of  ropes 
and  ladders,  (o  low  as  to  fee  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  and  hear  the 
people  converfe.  Early,  therefore,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,, 
tliree  of  the  Governor's  Aide-de-camps  went  in. a  barge,  protected  by 
two  gun-boats,  to  reconnoitre  this  poft.  Their  curiofity  prompted 
them  to  approach  nearer  than  was  perhaps  prudent,  as  the  guard 
fired  mufquetry  upon  them,  and  a  gun  or  two  were  difcharged  from 
Fort  Barbara.  Soon  after  they  returned,  the  new  three-gun  battery,, 
at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fixty-four-gun  battery,  was  unmailced,  thou^-k 
the  guns  were  u?ider  metal.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  the 
gun  and  mortar-boats  advanced  in  two  divifions  from  Algeziras,  and, 
when  half-bay  over,  were  joined  by  a  third  divifion  of  five  from 
Cabrira  Point,  confifting  in  all  of  thirty-three.  The  centre  divifion 
of  fixteen,  principally  mortar-boats,  was  wai-mly  attacked  by  Sir 
Charles  Knowles,  with  eleven  of  ours,  whilfi:  the  northern  divifion 
was  as  brifivly  annoyed  from  the  King's  baflion.  This  divifion  of 
tv/elve  gun-boats  had  the  boldnefs  to  approach  within  the  range  of 
grape,  and  fuifered  very  confiderably.  One  v/as  undoubtedly  funk 
by  an  howitzer  fhell,    and  others  v/ere  greatly  damaged.     Two  of 

the 

•  Many  more  of  thefe  guns  were  aftei-wards  recovered  from  the  wrecks  ;  and  moil  of  them, 
being  of  brafs,  were  fold,  and  the  fums,  with  other  monies  arifing  from  the  head-money 
granted  by  Parliament  for  the  Battering-fhips,  and  the  fale  of  the  St.  Michael  prize,  weie 
proportioned  in  fliares  to  the  Garrifon  and  Adarine  Brigade. — See  Appendix. 
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the  mortar-boats  were  alfo  driven  from  the  line,  and  feveral  others 
were  obferved  to  be  in  confulion.  The  land-batteries,  which  had 
been  fileut  fince  the  Duke  had  vifited^the  lines  on  the  2d  of  Ja- 
nuary, feconded  the  attack  by  fea  with  a  very  animated  fire.  The 
Bay  being  calm,  and  little  wind  blowing  to  carry  off  the  fmoke, 
the  appearance  of  this  attack  all  together,  from  the  extent  of  the 
front  engaged,  was  tremendous.  Lieut.  Holloway,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, Aide-de-camp  to  General  Green,  was  wounded  by  a  fplinter 
of  a  fhell,  which  fell  oppofite  to  General  De ,  la  Motte's  quarters 
at  the  fouthward,  where  the  ftaff  at  the  fouthward  ufijally  affembled 
upon  thefe  occafions.  Two  men  were  killed,  and  one  wounded,  in' 
the  Garrifon  J  but  the  ieamen  had  no  cafuais.  The  St.  Michael 
alfo  on  this  occafion  efcaped ;  and  it  was  remarked,  not  one  fhell 
fell  near  the  Hofpital.  When  the  boats  had  expended  eighty-three 
fhot,  and  two  hundred  and  fix  fliells,  they  retired :  from  the  Ifthmus 
five  hundred  and  feventy-eight  Ihot,  and  a  hundred  and  two  fhells, 
were  difcharged  in  this  fhort  period. 

When  our  Artillery  had  put  the  batteries  in  order,  a  party  was 
detached,  about  eight  in  the  evening,  '  to  the  Old  mole  ^  and 
upwards  of  a  hundred  rounds  of  red-hot  fhot,  with  large  and 
fmall  fhells,  were  thrown  into  the  Enemy's  camp  :  all  appeared 
to  anfwer,  except  the  heavy  fliells,  the  fufes  of  which  were  too  flaort 
for  the  range.  The  following  morning,  feveral  pieces  of  a  gun- 
boat, an  oar,  with  fome  bread,  garlick,  &c.  were  ittn  floating 
in  the  Bay,  and  gathered  by  our  boats.  This  ferved  to  flrengthen 
.  our  conjefture.  of  the  preceding  evening,  that  one  of  the  gun-boats 
fhad  been  funk  in  the  adHon.  In  the  evening,  about  nine  o'clock, 
our  northern  guards  were  furprifed  with  a  fudden  difcharge  of 
mufquetry  on  the  caufeway,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bay 
fide :    it    was    immediately   returned    from    Land-port,     and    the 

lines, 
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jines,  with  a  few  rounds  of  grape  froai  Covert-port  battery;  after     1785, 
which  there  was  a  dead  filence.     The  next  morning,  a  bloody  hat,    Jw 
with  feveral  ihot-holes  through  it,  was  taken  up  near  Bay  fide.  We 
could  not  otherwife  account  for  this  firing,  than  by  fuppofing  that 
fome  fentries,  attempting  to  defert,  had  been  obferved  and  purfued.     . 
One  or  two  of  our  own  men  in  the  Fleclie  were  wounded  by  the 
fcattered  grape-fhot  from  the  Covert-port  battery. 

The  evening  of  the  9th,  the  Enemy  paraded  with  only  twenty- 
three  boats,  feemingly  with  an  intention  of  rene\ving  their  attack 
upon  the  shipping  and  Garrifon ;  but  Sir  Charles  appearing  with  his 
fmall  force,   his    opponents   thought  proper  to  retire.     We  were 
however  alarmed,  early  the  next  morning,  by  their  firing  upon  the 
Garrifon  :  they  approached  very  cautioufly,  and  direcfled  their  fire 
towards  the  New  mole.     Sir  Charles  Knowles  had  his  boats  foon 
manned;  but  had  not  been  long  out,  before  one  of  them  was  unfor- 
tunately funk  by  a  fplinter  from  one  of  our  fhells  which  burfl  in 
the  air.    The  crew  were  infhantly  taken  up  by  their  friends,  and  the 
boat  towed  in.     The  land- batteries  opened  as  before,  and  continued 
firing  until  the  boats  retreated.     Our  fliipping  received  no  damage, 
nor  were  any  feamen  hurt ;  but  in  the  Garrifon,  we  had  one  killed, 
and  fifteen  or  fixteen  wounded,  befides  a  Jew,  an  inhabitant.     One 
of  their  fliells  fell  into  the  north  pavilion  of  the  South  barracks, 
and  burft  upon  the  fecond  floor  :  the  officers  were  luckily  out ;  for 
the  rooms,  above  and  below,  were  totally  deftroyed.     When  the 
fmoke  had  fufficiently  difperfed,  we  numbered  thirty-eight  boats,  but 
could  not  diftinguifli  (as  their  flerns  were  towards  us)  how  many 
carried  mortars.     The  Governor  faluted  their  camp  in  the  evening 
from  the  Old  mole.     A  boat  arrived  on  the  nth  from  Faro,  with 
difpatches  to  the  Governor.     The  Brilliant  frigate  was  ordered  foon 
afterwards  to  be  prepared  for  fea. 

X  X  The 


Jan. 


338  HISTORY    OF    THE    LATE 

3»  The  Enemy's  cannonade  from  the  land,  except  when  the  gun- 

boats fired,  was  at  this  time  fo  trifling,  that  it  fcarce  deferved  the 
name  of  a  continuation.  Our  Engineers  were  therefore  ernployed 
in  repairing  the  curtain  of  the  Grand  battery,  the  north  face  and 
flank  of  Montague's  baftion,  with  the  adjoining  curtain  ;  and  though 
the  men  were  much  expofed  in  this  duty,  the  Enemy  feldom  if  ever 
molefted  them.  Their  parties  continued  bringing  various  materials 
from  the  parallel  to  the  poft  at  the  Devil's  tower;  We  never 
allowed  them  to  pafs;  or  even  appear-,  without  a  tremendous  volley 
offnells,  and  grape,  and  fragm.ents  of  ftones,  difcharged  from  the 
fummit  of  the  rock.  But  our  Artillery  were  not  folely  engaged  with 
the  Enemy  in  this  quarter ;  every  annoyance  that  could  be  devifed 
was  diredled  againft  them  in  all  quarters.  The  ordnance,  iince  the 
arrival  of  the  laft  difpatches  from  Faro,  were  kept  in  as  quick  acStion 
as  the  metal  would  permit.  A  p.irty  of  Corficans  were  alfo  Rationed 
in  the  lines,  to  puniih  their  patrolfes,  who  frequently  had  the  auda- 
city to  approach  within-  a  few  yards  of  the  extremity.  The  evenings 
of  the  1 8th  and  19th,  the  Enemy  played  off  a  number  of  rockets 
and  other  fire-works  at  Algeziras,  accompanied  v/ith  feveral  dif- 
charges  of  cannon.  They  likewife  faluted.  us  from  the  lines  with 
a  volley  of  fhells,  and  twenty-one  rounds  of  fliot.  We  could  not 
divine  the  eaufe  of  thefe  rejoicings.  On  the  25th,  fome  fparks  of 
fire  communicating  to  an  ammunition-box  at  Middle-hill  guard,  the 
contents  blew  up,  and  carried  away  great  part  of  the  wall  and  guard- 
houfe;,  bruifing  and  burning  feveral  of  the  guard.  The  engineers 
were  immediately  ordered  to  repair  the  breach,  and  not  quit  the  port 
till  (he  works  were  in  their  original  flate.  A  reinforcement  of  a 
fiibaltern  from  the  line,  with  a  drum  and  twenty-one  rank  and  file, 
was  ordered  likewife  to  join  that  guard  every  evening ;  and  other 
regulations  relative  to  it  were  eflabliilied. 

On 
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On  the  29th,  Lieut.  Angelo  Raftaeli,   of  the  Corfican  company,      i-Sj, 
was  llightly  wounded  in  the  lines.     In  the  evening,    the  gun  and    J^ 
mortar-boats,    in   number  twenty-eight,    fired    upon  our  Ihipping 
and  the  camp.     They  took   their  ftations  off  Europa  and  Rolia, 
apparently  determined  to  avoid  the  fire  from  the  King's  Bastion, 
(which   they  had  found  fo  fatal  to  their  enterprifes)  and  direded 
their  fire  principally  againft  the  Brilliant  frigate,    which  was   then 
at  anchor  off  Buena-Vifta,    and  the  St.  Michael  in  the  >7ew  mole. 
Their  land- batteries  opened  at  the  fame  time,    direffing  a  furious 
cannonade  into   the  Town,    and  along  our  northern  front.      The 
Garrifon  returned  their  fire  with  great  vivacity,    though  not  with 
their  ufual  fuccefs.      Our  gun-boats  were  alfo  unfortunate,  one  of 
them  being  damaged  very  early  in  the  adlion,    and  obliged  to  be 
towed  in.     We  had  three  men  killed,  and  eleven  wounded ;  fix  of 
whom  were  of  the  59th   regiment.      The  Enemy  difcharged  from 
then-   boats   two  hundred  and  thirty-fix  fiiot,    and    two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  fiiells;    and  from  the  Iffhmus,    five  hundred  and 
fifty-five  fhot,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-five  fliells ;  after  which 
the  former  retired,   and  the  latter  were  filent.     The  next  day,  four 
gun-boats  fired   upon  the  Brilliant,    en  pafant,    but  foon  retired 
At  night,  a  foldier  of  the  Artillery,   who  had  been  punifhed  fome 
time  before,    threw  himfelf  down  the  precipice  from  the  Queen's 
battery  at  Willis's  :  he  paffed  fo  quickly  hy  the  men  on  duty     that 
he  was  fcarcely  feen  ;  and  was  not  known  till  he  was  miffing  the  ' 
next  moriiing.     In  the  courfe  of  the  month,  one  of  the  acth  red 
ment  deferred,  and  another  of  the  58th  (who  had  been  entertained 
from  the  number  that  remained  behind  of  the  prifbners,  who  were 
taken  in  the  battering-fhips)  was  retaken  in  attempting  to  get  off. 
Two  boats  came  m  alfo  from  Faro,    and  a  tJiird  was  intercepted 
m  her  pafiage..  - 

^  -^  2  February 
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i7^.3»  Februar  Y  was  introduced  by  an  animated  fire  from  the  Garrifon.^ 

Every  part  of  the  Enemy's  works  felt  the  efFedts  of  our  artillery. 
Thus  affairs  were  proceeding,  when  on  the  2d,  letters  from  the  Duke 
de  Crillon  informed  the  Governor,  that  the  prelifjiinaries  of  a  general 
PEACE  had  been  figaed  between  Great-Britain,  France, 
and  Spain.  When  the  boats  met,  the  Spaniards,  rofe  up  with 
tranfports  of  joy,  and  cried\  out,  "  We  are  all  friends  "  delivering 
the  letters  with  the  greateft  apparent  fatisfadlion.  They  could  not 
inform  us  v^^hat  were  the  terms  of  the  peace ;  which  occafioned  fome 
anxiety  in  the  Garrifon  relative  to  the  fate  of  Gibraltar.  Previous 
to  the  boats  meeting,  the  Enemy  difcharged  about  thirty  rounds, 
but  never,  after  the  letters  were  delivered,  fired  upon  the  Garrifon. 
Our  artillery  alfo  ceafed  in  the  evening.  The  Spaniards,  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day,  advanced  from  their  works,  and  converfed  with  our 
fentries  in  the  lines,  expreffing  their  fatisfad:ion  that  we  were  no 
longer  at  variance.  This  intercourfe  was  however  forbidden  by  the 
Governor,  who  ordered  the  guards  to  inform  thofe  who  approached 
our  works,  that  all  correfpondence  of  this  nature  was  to  be  fuf- 
pended  till  official  accounts  were  received  from  England  of  the 
peace.  General  Eliott  anfwered  the  Duke's  letter  on  the  3d,  and 
ordered  the  Captain  of.Artillery  to  fire  an  elevated  fl;iot,  from  Willis's, 
over  any  parties  which  might  pafs  between  their  parallel  and  the 
Devil's  tower.  The  Duke,  on  the  5th,  informed  the  Governor  that 
the  BLOCKADE  by  fea  was  difcontinued  -,  in  confequence  of  which, 
a  placart  was  publiihed  in  the  Garrifon,  fignifying  that  \}a.Q  po7-t 
of  Gibraltar  was  again  open.  About  noon,  an  elevated  gun  wa& 
wantonly  fired  over  their  works,  which  was  the  laft  ihot  fired  in 
this  fiege. 

This  return  of  tranquillity,  thia  profpeft  of  plenty,  and  relief 
from  the  daily  vexations  of  fo  tedious  a  fiege,  could  not  fail  to 
diffufe  a  general  joy  throughout  the  Garrifon.     Indeed  fuch  feelings 
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are-feldom  experienced;  they  baffle  all  attempts  to  defcribe  them: 
far  beyond  the  pleafure  refulting  from  private  inftances  of  fuccefs  ^^^ 
or  good  fortune,  ours  was  a  iodal  h^ppinefs  ;  and  the  benevolent 
fentiments  adled  upon  the  heart  with  additional  energy,  on  the 
profpedl  of  meeting  thofe  as  friends,  with  whom  we  had  been  fo 
long  engaged  in  a  fucceffion  of  hoftilities. 

The  Duke,   on  the  6th,  informed  the  Governor  that  the  pre> 
liminaries  had  been  figned  the  20th  of  January  at  Paris,    and  that 
Gibraltar  was  to  remain  in  the  polTeffion  of  Great-Britain, 
From  this  period,  operations  on  both  fides  were  fufpended ;  each 
party  anxiouily  waiting  official   accounts    from    England    of   the 
Peace.     Towards   the   clofe  of  the   month,    the  Duke   began    to 
withdraw  fome  of  the  ordnance  from  the  advanced  batteries,  and  to 
remove  materials  from  the  parallel  to  the  camp.     The  Garrifon 
on  the  other  hand,,    were  employed   in    making  repairs,    and    in 
arranging  various  matters,  which  could  not  before  be  attended  to 
Several  fhips,  and  a  number  of  boats,  arrived  from  England  and    • 
Portugal ;  fo  that  provifions  became  every  day  more  abundant,   and 
confequently  theprices  of  articles  more  moderate. 

In   the  beginning  of  March,  a  fchooner  arrived  from  Barbary,    Mar^h 
with  a  letter  accompanying  a  prefent  of  bullocks  for  the  Governor 
We  were  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  the  letter  j  but  it  was  ima ' 
gmed  the  fubjed  was,  to  requeft  a  renewal  of  our  frienddiip.     Two 
officers  and  twenty-four  Corficans,  who  in  their  paffage  to  Gibraltar 
had.  been  chafed  afhore  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary  by  the  Spaniards 
arrived  alfo  in   this  boat.,     The   former  informed   us,    tliat  upon 
the  commencement  of  the  attack  of  the  Battering-fhips  on  the  pre- 
ceding  13th  of  September,  the  Moors  at  Tangier  repaired  to  their 
mofques,  imploring  Heaven  in  behalf  of  their  oM  a///es  ^  and  that 
on  receiving  accounts  of  the  defeat  of  the  Enemy,  they  made  public 

rejoicing. 
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rejoicing,    and  gave  "every  demonilration  of  their  affeftion  for  the 
Englifli  Nation, 

When  the  celTatiDn  of  hofLllities  took  place,  parlies  were  almoft 
daily  paffing  between  the  Governor  and  the  Duk^^  and  the  Spanifli 
Aide-de-camps  never '  omitted   expreffing    their   furprife   that    the 
Governor  had  not  yet  heard  from  England.     Their  patience  as  well 
as  ours  was  nearly  exhaufted,  when  the  long-exped:ed  frigate  arrived 
on  the  1  bth  of  March  :  but  for  fome  time,  even  when  flie  had  got 
into  the  Bay,  flie   kept  us  in  fufpenfe,  by  fleering  clofe  along  the 
Spanifh  (liore,  and  fhowing  no  colours.     At  length,  however,  the 
"Britiili  enfign  was  difplayed,  and  the  anxious  Oarrifon  faluted  her 
v/ith.  a.  ge?2ernJ  huzza.     She  was  the  Thetis  frigate.  Captain  Blankett; 
and  foon  after   fl^e    anchored.     Sir  R.oger  Giirtis    (who  had  been 
knighted  for  his   condu6l  on  the   14th  of  September)  landed  with 
difpatches  for  the  Governor.      The  Duke  de  Crillon  fent  a  parley 
to  the  Garrifon  in  the  evening,  which  was-  anfwered  the  fucceeding 
day.     The  fubjecft  of  this  correfpondence  probably  was  to  appoint 
an  interview  between  the  Generals,    as  on  the   12th  his   Grace, 
attended  by  his   fuite,  came  down  to  the  extremity  of  the  weftern 
boyau,  and  fent  an  Aide-de-camp  to   inform  the  Governor  he  was 
arrived.      General  Eliott,  attended  by  Lieut.  Koehler,  his  Aide-de- 
camp, foon  afterwards  rode  out  by  Lower  Forbes's,  and  was  met 
•by  the  Duke  on  the  beach,  half-way  between  the  works  and  Bay- 
fide  barrier.     Both  inftantly  difmounted  and  embraced.      When  the 
Salutations  were  over,  they  converfed  about  half  an  hour,  and  then 
returned  to  their  refpedlive  commands.     The  cannon  in  the  Spanifli 
batteries   were  now  all   difmounted;    and  large  parties  were  daily 
removing  them,  with  ammunition,  alfo  various  materials,  from  their 
pofl  at  the  Devil's  tower,  to  the  lines  and  camp.  As  their  guards  were 
nov/  confiderably  diminiflied,  numbers  of  deferters  were  daily  coming 
over  to  the  Garrifon.     They  were  principally  foreigners ;  and  the 

reafon  they  gave,  was  a  diflike  to  the  fervice. 

The 
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The  Duke,  the  i8th,  fent  the  Governor  a  prefent  of  a  grey  1783, 
Andalufian  horfe.  The  22d,  the  St.  Michael  man  of  war  failed  I^!^ 
for  England,  where  fhe  happily  arrived  fafe.  The  day  following, 
the  Governor,  accompanied  by  General  Green  the  chief  Engineer; 
with  their  Aide-de-camps,  met  the  Duke  in  the  Spanifh  works  : 
they  were  conduced  by  His  Grace  through  the  whole,  and  after- 
wards to  the  cave  at  the  Devil's  tower.  The  Governor  dined  with 
the  Duke  at  San  Roque,  and  returned  in  the  evening.  The  31ft, 
the  Duke  de  Crillon,  accompanied  by  the  Marquis  de  Saya,   Prince 

de  Mazarano,  Counts  de  Jamaique  and  de  Serano,  Don ,  the 

Intendant,  and  Captain  Tendon,  returned  the  vifit.  The  Gover- 
nor received  his  Grace  near  Forbes'sj  and  on  entering  the  Garrifon, 
a  falute  was  fired  of  feventeen  pieces  of  cannon  from  the  Grand 
battery.  When  the  Duke  appeared  within  the  walls,  the  foldiers  • 
Muted  him  with  a  general  huzza;  which  being  unexpeded,  it  was 
faid,  greatly  confufed  him.  The  reafon  however  being  explained, 
he  feemed  highly  pleafed  with  the  old  EngliHi  cuftom  ;  and,  as,  he 
paired  up  the  main  flreet,  where  the  ruinous  and  defolate  appearance 
of  the  town  attrafted  a  good  deal  of  his  obfervation,  his  Grace 
behaved  with  great  affability. 

The  officers  of  the  Garriibn  were  introduced  by  corps  to  th^ 
Duke,  at  the  Convent.  When  the.  Artillery  were  mentioned  he 
received  them  in  the  moil  flattering  manner :  "  Gentlemen  "  fiid 
his  Grace,  addreffing  himfelf  to  them,  <'  J  would  rather  fee 
"  you  here  as  friends,  than  on  your  batteries  as  enemies,  where  " ' 
added  he,.  "  you  never  fpared  me."  The  Duke  afterwards  vifited 
the  batteries  on  the  heights.  At  Willis's  he  made  fome  remarks 
on  the  formidable  appearance  of  the  lower  ,  defences  ,  obferving 
whilil  he  pointed  towards  the  Old-mole  battery,  that,  "  had  not 
"  his  opinion  been  over-ruled,  he  ihould  have  direded  ^11  his  efforts 
"  againft  that  part  of  the  Garrifon."     The  good  ilate  of  our-  bat-= 

teries 
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1783,  teries  in  fo  fliort  a  period  produced  forae  compliments  to  the  Chief 
^^^^  Engineer  j  and,  when  conduced  into  the  gallery  above  Farringdon's 
battery*,,  his  Grace  was  particularly  aflonillied,  efpecially  when  he 
was  informed  of  its  extent,  which  at  that  time  was  between  five  and 
fix  hundred  feet.  Turning  to  his  fuite,  after  exploring  the  extre- 
mity, "  Thefe  works,"  he  exclaimed,  "  are  worthy  of  the  Romans." 
•  After  dinner,  (at  which  v/ere  prefent  the  Generals  and  Brigadiers  in 
the  Garrifon,  with  their  fuites)  he  pafiTed-  through  the  camp  to 
Europa, ,  each  regiment  turning  out  without  arms,  and  giving  three 
cheers.  The  youth  and  good  appearance  of  the  troops  much 
engaged  his  attention.  When  his  curiofity  was  gratified  in  that 
quarter,  he  returned,  and  was  conduced  about  eight  o'clock  without 
Land-^port,  being  faluted  with  feventeen  cannon  on  his  departure. 
His  horfe  ilartled  at  the  flalh  of  the  guns,  and  almoft,  if  not 
entirely  unhorfed  him ;  but  heefcaped  without  being  hurt.  The 
Duke,  in  the  courfe  of  the  converfation  at  dinner,  paid  many  hand- 
fome  compliments  to  the  Governor  and  Garrifon  for  their  noble 
defence.  '  "  He  had  exerted  himfelf  (he  faid)  to  the  utmofl  of  his 
*'  abilities ;  and,  though  he  had  not  been  fuccefsful,  yet  he  was  happy 
*'  in  having  his  Sovereign's  approbation  of  his  condudl." 

'Before  the  Duke  de  Crillon  entered  the  Garrifon,  the  Count 
-de  Ruffigniac,  Colonel  in  the  French  fervice,  (who,  the  Reader 
may  remember,  was  very  prefling  for  admittance  into  the  Garrifon 
fome  few  days  after  the  defeat  of  the  Battering-fhips,  and  who,  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  feeing  the  place,  had  remained  behind)  was 
admitted  into  the  Garrifon  without  the  Duke's  knowledge;  and 
being  in  the  fleche  at  Land-port  when  the  Duke  was  approaching 
from  Forbes's,  his  Grace  could  not  avoid  feeing  him.  As  he  had 
entered  without  the  Duke's  permifiion,  his  Grace  requefted  he 
might  not  fee  him  at  the  Convent ;  and  the  Count  being  informed, 

withdrew 

*  Now  called  Windfor. 
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witlidi-ew  into   the  Garrifon,    apparently  much   chagrined  at   the     '785, 
Duke's  particularity.    When  his  Grace  returned,  it  was  iiiid,  orders    »--v-«. 
were  given,  not  to  permit  the  Count  to  go  back  by  way  of  the  lines. 
The  following  evening,  however,  after  fatisfying  his  curioiity  in  th^ 
Garrifon,  he  returned. 

The  2d  of  April,  the  Duke  de  Crillon  quitted  the  camp  in  his  Ajril. 
route  to  Madrid.  He  was  fucceeded  in  command  by  Lieut.  General 
the  Marquis  de  Saya,  who  had  accompanied  his  Grace  into  the 
Garrifon,  and  (what  was  very  fingular)  had  ferved  as  an  officer  at 
the  preceding  fiege  of  Gibraltar  in  1727.  Deferters  flill  continued 
coming  over  to  us,  and  the  Spaniards  were  employed  in  removing 
materials  from  the  neutral  ground  to  the  lines.  Letters  often  pafled 
between  the  Marquis  and  General  Eliott ;  but  though  the  latter 
requefted  to  pay  his  compliments  at  San  Roque,  the  etiquette 
obferved  by  the  former  (orders  having  been  received  from  Madrid 
to  prevent  all  intercourfe)  would  not,  for  fome  time,  permit  him 
to  receive  the  Governor.  The  15th  of  April,  Sir  Roger  Curtis 
failed  in  the  Brilliant  frigate  on  an  embafly  to  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco :  he  took  with  him,  as  a  prefent,  four  brafs  twenty-fix- 
pounders  (which  had  been  weighed  from  the  wreck  of  the  Battering- 
fhips)  with  proportionable  ammunition. 

His  Majefly  having  been  pleafed  to  confer  upon  the  Governor  the 
Moft  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  as  a  mark  of  His  Royal  appro- 
bation for  the  defence  of  Gibraltar  ;  and  having  fignified  his  pleafure 
by  Sir  Roger  Curtis,  that  Lieutenant  General  Boyd  iLould  ad:  as 
His  Majefty's  reprefentative  in  inverting  General  Eliott  with  the 
infignia  of  the  order,  which  ceremony  was  to  be  performed  in  as 
fpleudid  and  magnificent  a  manner  as  the  ftate  of  the  Garrifon  would 
pernMt ;  the  Engineers,  foon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Thetis,  began 
to  ered  a  colonnade  upon  the  rampart  of  the  King's  Bastion, 

Y  y  that 


Apri 
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1783,  that  the  honours  might  be  conferred  where  the  victory  was 
gained.  By  the  23d  of  April  (St.  George's  day)  the  colonnade  was 
finifhed  •  and  every  preparation  for  the  ceremony  being  completed, 
the  Governor  commenced  by  communicating  to  the  troops  the 
thanks  of  their  King  and  Country  for  their  defence  of  Gibraltar. 
Detachments  from  all  the  regiments  and  corps,  with  all  the  Officers 
not  on  duty,  were  aflembled  in  three  lines  on  the  Red  fands  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  the  Governor  taking  poft  in 
the  centre  of  the  Tecond  line,  and  the  ufual  compliments  being 
paid,  his  Excellency  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  Garrifon  as  follows : . 

*  Gentlemen, 

*  I  HAVE  aflembled  you  this  day,  in  order  that 

*  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  may  receive,  in  the  moil  public  man- 

*  ner,  an  authentic  declaration  tranfmitted  to  me  by  the  Secretary 

*  of  State,  expreffing  the  high  fenfe  His  Majefly  entertains  of  your 

*  meritorious  condud:  in  defence  of  this  Garrifon.      The  King's - 

*  fatisfaftion  upon  this  event  v^'^as  fodn  divulged  to  all  the  world, 

*  by   His  moft  gracious-  Speech   to  both   Houfes   of  Parliament. 

*  The  Houfe  of  Lords  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  iiot  only  made 

*  the  fuitable  profeffions  in  their  addreffes  to  the  Throne,  but  have  . 

*  feverally  enjoined  me  to  communicate  their  unanimous  thanks  by 
«  the  following  refolutions :" 

**  Die  Veneris,  13  Decembris,  1782. 

**  Resolved,  nemiiie  diJJ'entientey  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and' 
**  Temporal,  in  Parliament  affeinbled,  that  this  Houfe 
**  doth  highly  approve  and  acknowledge  the  fervices  of  the 
*'  Officers,  Soldiers,  and  Sailors,  lately  employed  in  the 
**  defence  of  Gibraltar ;  and  that  General  Eliott  do  fignify 
"  the  fame  to  them." 

t*  Die 
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1783. 
**  Die  Jovisy   12  Decembris,   1782.  "^P"'- 

"  Resolved,  riemine  contradicente,  that  the  thanks  of  this 
"  Houfe  [Commons]  be  given  to  Lieut.  General  Boyd, 
"  Major  General  De  la  Motte,  Major  General  Green 
*'  Chief  Engineer,  to  Sir  Roger  Curtis,  Knt.  and  to  the 
"  Officers,  Soldiers,  and  Sailors,  lately  employed  in  the 
*'  defence  of  Gibraltar." 

The   Governor   then   proceeded  :—'    No   army   has  ever  been 

*  rewarded  by  higher  national  honours ;  and  it  is  well  known  how 

*  great,  univerfal,  and  fpontaneous  were  the  rejoicings  throughout 

*  the  kingdom,  upon  the  news  of  your  fuccefs.     Thefe  muft  not 
'  only  give  you  inexpreffible  pleafure,  but  afford  matter  of  triumph 

*  to  your  deareft  friends  and  lateft  pofteri-ty.     As  a  farther  proof 
'  how  juft  your  title  is  to  fuch  flattering  diflindions  at  home,  reft 

*  affured,  from  undoubted  authority,  that  the  Nations  in  Europe, 

*  and  other  parts,  are  ftruck  vv^ith  admiration  of  your  gallant  beha- 

*  viour  :  even  our  late  refolute  and  determined  Antagonifts  do  not 

*  fcruple  to  bellow  the  commendations  due  to  fuch  valour  and 

*  perfeverance. 

'  I  now  mofl  warmly  congratulate  you  on  thefe  united  and  brll- 

*  liant  teltimonies  of  approbation,    amidfl:   fuch  numerous,    fuch 

*  exalted  tokens  of  applaufe:  and  forgive  me,  faithful  com- 

'  PANIONS,  IF  I  HUMBLY  CRAVE  YOUR  ACCEPTANCE  OF  MY 
GRATEFUL  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.  I  ONLY  PRESUME  TO 
ASK  THIS  FAVOUR,  AS  HAVING  BEEN  A  CONSTANT  WIT- 
NESS    OF    YOUR     CHEERFUL    SUBMISSION    TO    THE     GREATEST 

*  HARDSHIPS,      YOUR      MATCHLESS      SPIRIT    AND     EXERTIONS, 

*  AND  ON  ALL  OCCASIONS,    YOUR  HEROIC  CONTEM:PT  OF  EVER Y 

*  DANGER.' 

Y  y   2  A  GRAND 
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17S3.  A  GRAND  feu-de-Joie  w&s  then  hred  by  the  line,   each  difcharge 

w_,_/  commencing  with  a  royal  falute  of  twenty-one  guns.  Three  cheers 
clofed  the  ceremony.  The  Commander  in  Chief,  General  and 
Field  Officers,  afterwards  withdrew ;  and  the  detachments  (formed 
two  deep)  marched  into  town,  and  lined  the  flreets  leading  from 
the  Convent,  by  the  Spanifh  church  and  Grand  parade,  to  the 
King's  baftion.  About  half  paft  eleven  o'clock,  the  proceffion 
.  began  in  the  following  order:  all  uncovered,  and  two  deep,  except 
the  troops  under  arms. 

Marshal. 

Mulic,   1 2th  Regiment,^ 
Playing,  "  See  the  conquering  Hero  comes" 

ARTILLERY. 

Quarter-Master-General,  and  Adjutant-generaLj 
Town-Major,  and  Deputy; 

With  other  STAFF    OF    THE   GARRISON. 

Firft  Divifion  of  FIELD   OFFICERS,    youngefl  firfl, 

Mufic,    58  th  Regiment, 

THE  COMMISSIONER'S  SECRETARY, 

Bearing  on  a  crimfon  velvet  cufhion  the  Commiffion. 

THE  COMMISSIONER'S  AIDE-DE-CAMPS. 

LIEUT.  GENERAL  BOYD,  THE  KING's  COMMISSIONER. 

THE   GOVERNOR'S   SECRETARY, 

Bearing,    on  a  crimfon  velvet  cufhion,    the  Infignia  of  the 

Order  of  the  Bath. 

THE 
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i78t>, 

THE     GOVERNOR'S     AIDE-DE-CAMPS,  April 

AS     E  S  QJLJ  IRES. 

GENERAL        ELIOT  T, 

THE     KNIGHT     ELECT; 

Supported  by   Generals  DE  LA  MOTTE  and  GREEN, 

Aide-de-camps  to  the  Major  Generals. 

MAJOR     GENERAL     P  I  C  T  O  N. 
His  Aide-de-camp. 

THE    BRIGADIER    GENERALS,  eldeft  firft. 
Their  Brigade  Majors. 

Mufic,   De  la  Motte's. 
Second   Divifion   of    FIELD     OFFICERS,    eldefl  firft. 

Mufic,    56th  Regiment. 
The     GRENADIERS     of   the    Garrifon. 

No  COMPLIMENT  was  paid  to  the  Knight  Eled:  j  but  as  the 
Commiffioner  paffed,  each  Regiment,  with  the  Officers,  faluted. 
When  the  proceffion  arrived  at  the  Colonnade,  the  General  and  Field 
Officers  placed  themfelves  on  each  fide  of  the  Throne  ;  the  Artillery 
formed  under  the  Colonnade,  and  the  Grenadiers,  fronting  the  baftion, 
along  the  line-wall.  The  proper  reverences  being  made  to  the 
vacant  Throne,  the  Commiffioner  deiired  his  Secretary  to  read  the 
Commiffion  :  which  being  done,  he  addrelTed  the  Knight  Eled:  in  a 
fliort  complimentary  fpeech,  taking  the  ribband  at  the  conclufion, 

and 
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178^,  and  piacing  it  over  the  Gpvernor's  £houlder,  v/ho  inclined  a  little 
i,J^  for  that  piirpofe  :  three  reverences  were  thenafecond  time  made,  and 
.  each  took  his  feat  on  a  crimfon  velvet  chair  on  each  iide  of  the 
Throne,  the  Commiffioner,fitting  on  the  right  hand.  The  Gover- 
nor w^as  no  fooner  invefled,  than  the  mufic  ilruck  up,  Godfave  the 
King.  The  Grenadiers  fired  a  volley,  and  a  grand  difcharge  of  a 
hundred  and  iixty  pieces  of  cannon  was  fired  from  the  Sea-line. 
Thq  proceffion  then  paffed  forwards  through  the  colonnade,  and 
returned  in  the  fame  order.  The  detachments  were  afterwards 
difmilfed,  and  each  Non-commiflioned  Officer  and  Private  received  a 
pound  ofy>-£yZ)  beef  and  a  quart  of  wine.  The  Generals,  with  their 
fuites,  and  the  Field  Officers,  dined  at  the  Convent.  In  the  evening, 
the  Colonnade  was  illuminated  with  different-coloured  lamps,  and 
tranfparent  paintings  in  the  back  fcene  :  and  Sir  George  Anguftus 
Eliott,  with  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  principal  Officers  of  the 
Garrifon,  affembling  at  the  King's  baflion  about  nine  o'clock,  there 
■was  a  difplay  of  fire-works  from  the  north  and  fouth  baftions,  and 
the  Spanifli  church;  the  principal  of  which  were  fired  from  the  latter, 
being  oppofite  to  the  Company. 

Thus,  in  feftivity  and  with  honour,  ended  the  labours  of  the 
Garrifon  of  Gibraltar.  During  a  period  of  three  years,  seven 
MONTHS,  AND  TWELVE  DAYS  (that  is,  from  the  commencernent 
of  the  blockade  to  the  ceffation  of  arms)  we  had  experienced  a  con- 
tinued feries  of  watchfulnefs  and  fatigue,  the  horrors  of  famine,  and 
€very  harafilng  and  vexatious  mode  of  attack,  which  a  powerful, 
obftinate,  and  revengeful  Enemy  could  devife.  On  reviewing  the 
tranfaftions  of  this  period,  two  circumftances  cannot  fail  to  ftrike 
the  attentive  reader ;  viz.  the  very  flow  manner  in  which  the  Enemy 
proceeded  in  their  operations,  and  the  impofilbility  of  maintaining 
fo  ftria  a  blockade,  as  to  prevent  all  communication  by  fea.  To 
■evince  thefe,  and  other  <  circumftances  not  unimportant  to  military 

readers. 


A  RETURN  of  Cafualties  is  annexed ;  alfo  the  expenditure  of  Am- 
munition, both  by  the  Enemy  and  the  Garrifon.  Thefe  papers,  as 
well  as  the  Eftimate  of  Provifions,  I  thought  better  to  throw  into 
the  form  of  an  Appendix,  than  to  interrupt  the  narrative  by  theic 
infertion. 
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readers,  I  have  been  reduced  to  greater  accuracy  and  minutenefs  than  1783. 
ordinary  hiftorians  are  obliged  to  obferve  ;  and  inftead  of  the  acute- 
nefs  of  inveftigation,  or  a  fplendid  fententioufnefs,  I  have  been 
neceffitated  to  purfue  the  narrative,  almoft  uninterruptedly,  in  the 
tedious  form  of  a  Journal.  I  have  not  prefumed  to  interfperfe  many 
animadveriions  of  my  own  :  the  only  merit  to  which  I  can  lay  any 
claim,  is  that  of  a  faithful  narration  of  fadls  j  and  I  confefs,  I  would 
at  any  time  rather  walk  in  the  beaten  track  of  truth,  than  miflead 
the  judgement  of  my  readers  in  the  wilds  of  fancy  and  conjedure. 
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A    GENERAL    RETURN    of    CASUALTIES. 


1 

DEAD  OF 

DISABLED  By 

WOUNDED 

.BUT  1 

DEAD 

BY  1 

DESERTED. 

WOUNDS. 

WOUNDS. 

RECOVERED.    1 

SICKNESS,  j 

R. 

R. 

R. 

R. 

R. 

R 

REGIMENTS. 

0.  S.  D.   & 

0.  S.  D.   & 

0.  S.  D. 

& 

0. 

S.  D.       & 

0.  S.  D.   & 

& 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

^•i 

F. 

Royal  Artillery 

2 

I 

0 

20 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

2 

0 

,, 

8 

2 

I 

105 

1 

0 

H 

I 

1 2  th  Regiment 

I 

3 

1 

11 

0 

0 

0 

10 

I 

0 

0 

'O 

2 

4 

7 

S9 

0 

0 

32 

3 

25th  ■ 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

b 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

7 

1    c 

3    0 

13 

I 

39th  

I 

3 

t 

16 

I 

I 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1 

■; 

I 

44- 

0 

0 

^7 

5 

_o.u 

0 

0 

0 

>7 

0 

I 

0 

9 

( 

0 

0 

6 

3 

2 

0 

61 

1    i 

1-  I 

34 

3 

1 1 

s 

u 

1 

2 

z 

z 

"III 

59th 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0    ( 

3    0 

33i 

0 

72d 

73d 

0 

z 

0 

')i 

0 

2 

0 

21 

0 

1 

I 

21 

■3 

II 

? 

109 

0 

0 

47  i 

9 

0 

0 

0 

^0 

0 

1 

0 

n 

I 

•; 

0 

1' 

<; 

2 

0 

77 

0    c 

3   0 

^aj 

2 

97  th 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

I 

i; 

0 

I 

0 

4 

0 

^ 

I 

33 

1  f 

3    0 

106' 

I 

Reden's  Regt. 

0 

z 

0 

7 

0 

0 

I 

f 

0 

I 

0 

4 

1 

I 

I 

33 

1 

I    0 

16 

I 

De  la  Motte's 

0 

1 

0 

i6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

42 

2 

2    0 

10 

1 

Sydow's,   for-   '1 

merly  Har-    i- 

0 

2 

0 

iR 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 

6 

, 

7 

2 

69 

0 

3  n 

7 

5 

denberg's        ' 

Soldier-Artifi- 
cer Company 

0 

1 

0 

b 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

2 

3 

0 

30 

0 

D   0 

23 

0 

MarineBrigade 

0 

I 

0 

2 

0 

0    0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

8 

0 

D    0 

0 

0 

Corlican  Comp. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  1  0 

0    0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

° 

J  0 

0 

0 

Total  5  19  2  197  I  I  6  2  loi  (  3  13  2  1 20  I  51  46  20  773  I  7  22  2  505  I  45 


ABSTRACT  of  the  total  LOSS  of  the  GARRISON. 


Killed,  and  dead  of  wounds,      ......--.     333 

Difabled  by  wounds,   (Difcharged)     .     .    -     .     -      -      -     138- 

Dead  of  ficknefs,  exclufive  of  thofe  who  died  of  the  fcurvy  |      g 

in  1779  find  17S0,       .-..--.----      j-'^ 

Difcharged,  from  incurable  complaints,      --     -      -     -      181 

Deferted,     ...-...---.--       43 

Total  1231 
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EXPENDITURE    of    AMMUNITION    from    the 
GARRISON  AND  ENEMY. 
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Total  200,600  Rounds 
Britilh  Gun-boats      4,728  Shot 

The  Garrifon  expended  very  near  8000  barrels  of 
powder;  and  the  number  of  ordnance  damaged  and 
ieftroyed  during  the  fiege,  amounted  to  53. 


Total  244 

Spanifli  Gun-boats    14 

258, 


i     1 


,     ounds,  allof  a 
^X     heavy  nature 
?.S3     Shot  and  Shells 
387 


The  number  of  barrels  of  powder  e.tpended  by  the 
Enemy  could  never  be  afcertained,  nor  what  ordnance 
were  deftruyed. 
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^n  Eftimate  of  the  Prices  fixed  upon  Provifions  by  a   Committee  of 
Officers,   at  Gibraltar,    OSiober  the  z^^,    1782. 

To  ivhich  is  annexed  the  Price  of  •various  articles,    as  they  nuere  fold  at  different 
Periods  of  the  Blockade  and  Siege. 

The  fums  are  turned  into  fterling,  at  the  a-verage  exchange  of  392/.    the    dollar  ; 
though  the  Garrifon-exchange  fluftuated  betwixt  ^od.  and  42^. 


PRICES  LIMITED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE. 

£■ 

Frelh  Beef,  Veal  &  Mutton, per  lb.     o 
Pork,  ditto  — ^ —  o 

Ducks  and  Fowls,  per  couple,        o 
A  Goofe,  ■  —     o 

A  Turkey,         o 

A  pair  of  Pigeons,  ■  o 

Corned  Beef,  per  lb.  ■  o 

Corned  Pork,    ditto  '  o 

Ham,  ditto  —     o 

Bacon,  and  dried  Tongues,  ditto     o 
Cheefe,  ditto 
Salt  Butter,  ditto 

An  Egg  

Pickled  Tripe,  per  lb. 

Potatoes,  ditto 

Loaf- Sugar,  ditto     — 

Powder  Sugar,  ditto         021 

Bell  Green  Tea,  ditto  — —     i      i    iif 

'  Bohea,  or  Souchong,  ditto  o  13     o 

ColFee,   ditto        ■     o     1    lof 

Flour,  ditto      ■  °     o     7i 

Mould  Candles,    ditto      — .— .     o     i     05 
Comlnon,  ditto      —       ■  o     o     10 

A  Hogfliead  of  Porter  

BottledPorter  (with  bottles)  per  d. 
A  Hogfhead  of  Port  Wine 
PortWine,  (with  bottles)  per  doz. 
Good  common  Wine,  per  gallon 

Inferior  ditto,  ditto,  

Claret,   (with  Bottles)  per  dozen 

Beft  Filh,   per  lb.      

Inferior  kind,  ditto o     o  10 

Small  Fry,   ditto     —      — —     o     o     75 


PRICES    DURING  THE  BLOCKADE. 
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Round  of  Bf.perlb. 
SaltBeefandPork 


per  dozen 


From  o     2     6     — 


Sold  at  an  AuS:.  for 

From  026  — 

[     —   —   From  180  — 

From  013  — 


MalagaWineperB. 


^  Tliefe  articles  v/c?c  ge- 
I  nerally  fold,  according  to 
I  their  fize  and  quality,  at 

J  mod  exorbitant  rates. 
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This  eftimate  afterwards  underwent  fonie  fmall  alteration  by  the  Committee,  the  wines 
■being  fixed,  they  thought,  at  too  low  a  price.  Befides  the  articles  mentioned  under  the 
head  of  the  Blockade-price,  the  following  fold  in  the  courfe  of  tLe  Siege  for  the  fums 
annexed  to  them. 

A  Calf's 


APPENDIX. 


35^ 


£.  u    d. 


A  CalPs  Head  and  Feet 

A  Calf's  Pluck         — 

Hind  quarter,  with  the  Head  and  Tail  of  an  Algerine  Sheep 

Head  and  Feet  of  a  Sheep  "  -  ■   ■  ■  

A  Bullock's  Head,  without  Tongue  —         —         ^_— 

A  Bullock's  Heart  — —  

A  Goat's  Head 

Onions,   per  lb.  -^— — 

A  Cabbage  — —  —— 

A  bunch  of  Cabbage  leaves 

A  bunch  of  Carrots  and  Turnips 

A  fmall  bunch  of  Radilhes  — 

A  pint  of  Milk  and  Water 

A  Lemon  _____ 

A  Quill  

A  live  Piji  fold  for  — 


A  large  Sow  in  pig  fold  for  upwards  of  29/.  A  Goat,  with  a  young  kid,  both  of  which 
had  been  purchafed  in  England  for  15^.  fold  in  the  Garrifon,  when  the  latter  was  about 
twelve  months  old,  for  near  12/.  An  Englifli  Milch  Cow  was  fold,  in  1780,  for  fifty- 
guineas  ;  referving  to  the  feller  a  pint  of  milk  each  day  whilft  Ihe  gave  milk :  and  another 
Cow  was  purchafed  by  a  jew  for  fixty  guineas ;  but  the  beaft  was  in  fo  feeble  a  condition, 
that  flie  dropped  down  dead  before  fhe  had  been  removed  many  hundred  yards.  If  thefa 
faSs  were  not  thought  fufficient  to  deraonftrate  the  exorbitant  prices  of  every  article  in  the 
Garrifon,  others  could  be  adduced,  of  equally  as  furpriiing  a  complexion. 
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APPENDIX, 


T^he  follo'wing  are  the  froportiojts  of  the  Prize-Money,  as  dijlributed  to 
the  Garrifon  of  Gibraltar y  from  the  funis  arifing  from  the  Head- 
Mojiey  granted  by  Parliament  for  dejiroying  the  Battering  -jldipSy 
and  the  fale  of  the  St.  Michael,  man  of  nvar. 


The  fubfequent  Sums  are  proportions  of  30^000/. 

Which  was  the  Sum  firll  divided. 
d. 


The  Governor,   i-i6th   -   - 

1875 

s. 
0 

Lieutenant  Governor 

937 

10 

Major  General     .     -     -      . 

468 

15 

Brigadier  General  -    -   -   - 

267 

10 

Colonel     -      -     -     -     .     - 

.56 

I 

Lieutenant  Colonel    -    -    - 

80 

16 

Major    -    .     -     .      -     - 

n 

'5 

Captain      -      .      -      - 
Lieutenant    -     -     -    •     - 
Second  Lieut,  and  Enfign 
Serjeant    -----      • 
Corporal      -      -      .      - 
Private     -     .      .     -     . 


43  10 

25     5 

22     o 

^     6 


A  fecond  AQ.  of  Parliament  afterwards  pafled,  for  granting  to  the  Garrifon  whatever 
might  be  fifhed  up  from  the  wrecks  of  the  Battering-fliips ;  and  thofe  employed  in  this  duty 
proceeded  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  brafs  and  iron  cannon,  with  other  articles,  were  reco- 
vered to  a  confiderable  value. 

Two  divifions,  of  16,000/.  and  8000/.  have  fmce  been  diftributed  ;— the  latter  of  which, 
it  is  imagined,  will  be  the  lall. 
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